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Thank you for giving me such a 
warm welcome to the editoriship 
of the Falls High School Alumni 
Newsletter. I have had so much fun 
reading your stories, looking at your 
pictures, and being a part of your 
community.

  We are starting 2015 with a great issue--some 
fantastic pictures submitted by Tony Nagurski, an 
all-new column from Rich Glennie, pictures from first-
grade classes at Falls Elementary enjoying games 
purchased via FEF grants, and so much more.
 Please keep sending articles, notes, and pictures. 
We need all of your stories! Don’t be a stranger. As 
always, I’m available at the FHS Alumni Newsletter 
email address: fhsalumninews@gmail.com.
 Until next time, be happy.

EditoriAl
Submitted by Alicia Vonderharr

Submitted by Rich Glennie, Class of ’66
 Having written a newspaper column for many 
years, one of my favorite topics has always been 
about growing up in International Falls in the 1950s 
and 1960s. But whenever I tell someone I was born 
and raised in the Falls, they give me that “you-poor-
thing” look.
 Well, I never looked at it that way because I didn’t 
know any better.
 I just assumed everyone else bundled up and 
headed out to football games in the snow . . . in 
October.
 I just assumed everyone else wore stocking 
caps, long underwear, and “choppers” until April.
 I just assumed that everyone else “snagged” 
bumpers of cars to get to school in the winter.
 I just assumed everyone else dug snow forts and 
tunnels into high snow banks with no thought that a 
snow plow might come by.
 I just assumed everyone had snowball fights with 
snow chunks because you couldn’t roll a snowball 
because of the bitter cold. Those chunks, by the 
way, also could be used for goal posts during the 
regular “boot hockey” games in the middle of the 
street.
 In the summer, I just assumed everyone else 
had rain on their Fourth of July parades every year, 
too. Whoever came up with the phase “Rainy Lake 
Country” was right on the mark in those years.
 Or how about a dip in Rainy Lake. I just assumed 
that numbing cold was normal and you would 
eventually get used to it. As the old saying goes: 

“It’s mind over matter; if you don’t mind, it doesn’t 
matter.” But my wife often adds: “But, you have to 
have a mind to begin with.”
 That’s what I recall growing up in the Falls in 
which every winter seemed to be like last year’s 
(2013–14) and during every summer, the lake never 
warmed up more than a few inches from the surface.
 I didn’t really appreciate that fact until a number 
of years ago when my older brothers, Peter (Class 
of 1961) and his wife Nita Ewing (1962), and Brian 
(1965) and our families got together for a houseboat 
adventure on Rainy Lake.
 Not sure what got into my brothers, but they 
decided it would be fun to jump off the top of the 
houseboat and into Rainy Lake. Apparently, I was 
supposed to be part of the fun because before I 
knew it, we were off the top deck, arms locked and 
screaming like banshees.
 First thing I noticed was the splash. You would 
have thought a tsunami hit somewhere on the lake 
after us three old guys hit the water.
 The second thing I remembered was the water’s 
warmth, or lack of. If the water warmed only to the 
top several inches and we sank 10 feet into the 
water . . . something was going to get cold.
 Third, I didn’t realize your swim trunks could ever 
touch your armpits!
 We came up like corks, gasping for breath, 
shocked from the cold and struggling to rearrange 
our swim wear. Even though my brothers are well 
educated, this idea was not their brightest.
 But we were laughing so hard once we got out, 

we all decided to do it again . . . and again. Cold 
does affect one’s ability to think rationally.
 The next day none of us could not pick up our 
arms. They were sore. Finally it dawned us that 
jumping off a 10-foot high houseboat into ice cold 
water not only forces your swim trunks up to your 
armpits but your arms violently over your head, too. 
It was like high-impact aquatic “jumping jacks.”
 It was a blast!
 Being from the Falls is like a badge of honor for 
me. And I’ve always been proud of the hometown. 
As to the “poor-you” looks, forget it. We just knew 
how to have fun, despite the elements.

Rich Glennie is the recently retired editor of The 
McLeod County Chronicle in Glencoe and a 1966 
graduate of Falls High School.

wintEr mEmoriES oF intErnAtionAl FAllS

 We get this question all the time! The Falls 
Education Foundation is forming a committee to 
bring the next ACR to the Falls in 2016 
 The last three successful ACR’s taught us that 
we need two full years to pull off an event of this 
magnitude. We are looking for TWO organized, 
motivated, enthusiastic individuals to join Bob 
Anderson as Tri-Chairs of the 2016 All-Class 
Reunion.  In addition to “chairing” duties, class 
reps will be needed to participate. 
 Willing to help?  Please call: Bob Anderson 
218-240-4233, Kay Herman 283-4024, Mary 
Bigler 286-3102.  
 In preparation for the next All-Class Reunion 
in 2016, we desperately need to update all of our 

class lists.  These lists haven’t been updated in 
our master database since the last ACR in 2007, 
and we know there have been MANY addresses 
changes in that time.   
 Class Reps:  PLEASE send your most recently 
updated list of names, addresses and those 
you know are deceased to kaherman@midco.
net, or mail the information to Falls Education 
Foundation, PO Box 933, International Falls, MN 
56649. (If your graduating class doesn’t have an 
“official” Class Rep, we’d appreciate someone 
from each class offering to help track down as 
much updated information as possible.  You will 
be contributing to the success of our next ACR, 
and you’d also have our deepest gratitude!) 

WHEN IS THE NEXT ALL-CLASS REUNION?!?

We look forward to another great ALL-CLASS REUNION for FALLS HIGH SCHOOL in 2016!

Enjoying the Alumni news?
Please check the label for information about your 
most recent subscription contribution. The date 
and amount are noted across the top. The Alumni 
Newspaper subscription/renewal form is located 
on the back page of every issue.
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donAtionS to the FAllS EduCAtion FoundAtion october–december 2014
In Memory of Alice Cain: 

James & Loraine Glowack,  
John & Judy Kerry

In Memory of Arnie Baumchen 
(Class of ’58): John & Karen 
Wilson

In Memory of Beverly denny: 
Darryl Kavanagh

In Memory of Carol dalton: 
Tom & Dixie Worth, Bob & Carol 
Anderson, Donna Erickson,  
Gary & Carolyn Davison,  
Donna Frederickson,  
Larry & Alyce Mannausau

In Memory of Chris Crow and Kim 
morin: Gordon & Patty Bahr

In Memory of dick Hedtke: 
Duayne & Nancy Johnson, Larry 
& Alyce Mannausau

In Memory of don Frick: Pamela 
Karpesh, Jessie Laurion, Donna 
Erickson, Lowell & Dorothy Blais, 
Diane Frick

In Memory of irish Emily watson: 
Marilyn Boe

In Memory of Jim & Barb lemieux: 
Dale & Janet Madson

In Memory of Kathy Perala: 
Tom & Dixie Worth, Gary & 
Carolyn Davison, Larry & Alyce 
Mannausau

In Memory of lee Crandall: 
Lisa & Jim Auran

In Memory of lester Gooler: 
Donna Erickson, Larry & Alyce 
Mannausau

In Memory of margarette Paulson: 
Lowell & Dorothy Blais

In Memory of mike Valentine: 
Jim & Mary Bigler

In Memory of Patricia (Jean) mack: 
Bob & Jean Houska

In Memory of robert laFond: 
Bob & Carol Anderson

In Memory of ruth tront: 
Darryl Kavanagh

In Memory of Sarah remus: 
Brian & Maggie McBride,  
Gordon & Patty Bahr, Lisa Auran, 
Sue & Ralph Johnson

In Memory of terry Sabotta: Darryl 
Kavanagh

In Memory of Van wilcox: Jim & 
Joann Dornhecker, Jan Budris, 
Gary & Carolyn Davison, Einar & 
Julie Johnson

In Memory of wally Kucera, Jr. 
(Class of ’54): John & Karen 
Wilson

In Memory of william larry 
Everett (Class of ’57): James 
and Margret Lavin

FAllS EduCAtion FoundAtion mEmBErSHiPS october–december 2014
Mary Aufderheide
Ron & Susan Beck
Jim & Mary Bigler
Border State Bank
Bill Breeton
Jan Budris
Jerry Caple
Ronald Caple
Carol E. Carlson
Gary & Carolyn Davison

Donna Dehn
Jim & Joann Dornhecker
Steve Earley
Donna Erickson
Tim & Marva Fairchild
Brian Glennie
Kay Herman
Duayne & Nancy Johnson
Paul S. Johnson
Pamela Karpesh

Ladd & Onida Kocinski
Larry & Alyce Mannausau
Melissa Marcotte
John McDougall
Kathleen Smith McMahan
Stuart & Susan Nordquist
Fred & Marilyn Olson
Dick & Sheryl Peterson
Allen & Gail Rasmussen
Rita Rindfleich

Floyd Romslo
Ivan & Marcia Stewart
Rose Marie Stolz
Keith (Oscar) Sutherland
Ted Thompson
Larry & Doris Trask
John Turenne
Tom & Dixie Worth

In Memory of Jackie Surface: Lowell & Dorothy Blais In Memory of Jake Santine (Class of 1952): Barbara Santine
donAtionS to the PurPlE PridE Fund october–december 2014

lABElS And BoXtoPS rEdEEmEd 
For SCHool SuPPliES

 
Clip the coupons off some of your favorite products.  

when you’ve saved a pile, drop them off at west End Elementary in 
the Falls, or your local school office.  

it’s that easy!  there are dozens and dozens of products that 
carry these redeemable points now.  For complete lists, visit 

labelsforeducation.com and boxtops4education.com  
it’s not just soup and cereal anymore!  

thanks for participating.  
Every little thing contributes to keeping our schools strong!

FAllS EduCAtion 
FoundAtion

2014 GrAntS AwArdEd 
indEPEndEnt 

SCHool diStriCt #361
SuPPortinG ACAdEmiCS

$12,029.29
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Submitted by Lisa Auran
 I just wanted to say thank you to the Falls Education Foundation for once again supporting the children of our district. 
I was lucky enough to request and receive chair/book bags. This is such a huge space saver and organizational tool for 
my kiddos. 
Also shown in the pictures are the children playing “Four in a Row” with sight words and phrases. They really enjoy that 
game!
 Thank you, thank you, thank you again for your generosity and support.

Submitted by Terry Mason
Here are pictures of 1st graders using some educational math games I was able to purchase from your generous grant.

Dear Members of the Falls 
Education Foundation,
 I received the items I had 
requested from you and like a little 
girl on Christmas, I was practically 
jumping up and down with 
excitement! Thank you so much for 
granting my request and allowing 
me to utilize materials that make 
learning both fun and meaningful. I 
look forward to playing the reading 
games with my students and 
watching their confidence grow as 
they become better readers. The 
other reources you granted me will 
play a big role in this as well.
 Thank you!

Sincerely, 
Jen Wenberg
FHS Reading Specialist

Dear Falls Education Foundation,
 Thank you kindly for your 
generous donation to my 
Kindergarten classroom. We 
received an art drying rack, pocket 
charts, and number and alphabet 
puzzles shortly before Christmas. 
The pocket charts and drying 
rack have hugely impacted the 
organization of my classroom. 
Before the drying rack, I would have 
student artwork spread throughout 
the room, and some pieces would 
get ruined. The pocket charts have 
been a great help with my phonics 
and math lessons, and the students 
are enjoying the puzzles.
 Thank you for all that you have 
done and continue to do for our 
community.

Sincerely, 
Jill Morrison
Falls Elem. Kindergarten Teacher
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February 5 ............. Top the Tater Dinner, 5:00–6:30 pm
Sponsor:  Waschke Family GM  Center

February 5 ............. Tonic Sol-fa – a cappella quartet
Backus Performing Arts Series – Concert 7:00 pm

Feb 7, 21 & 28 ....... Open Gym 3:00-5:00pm
February 11 ........... All-School Music Festival – 9:00 am

Concert at 1:30 pm
February 13 ........... Borealis Bards Dinner Theater  “Room to Act” 

Cash Bar/Dinner 5:30 pm  ~~ Performances 7:00 pm
February 16 ........... Contractors Class/Seminar – 8:00 am – 4:30 pm
February 19 ........... Citizens for Backus/AB – Annual Meeting – 5:00 pm
February 23 ........... Top the Tater Dinner – 5:00 – 6:30 pm

Sponsor – Bremer Bank
February 23 ........... Border Concert Association “Todd Oliver & Friends”

Concert at 7:00 pm
February 25 ........... All-School Choral Festival – 9:00 am, Concert 1:30 pm
March 2 ................. Life Line Screening 8:30am - 5:30pm
March 7 &14 ........... Open Gym 3:00-5:00pm
March 15  ............... Border Concert Association – “Rebecca & Kuhn”

Concert at 7:00 pm
March 15, 22 & 29 . Borealis Bards “This Is A Test” Performances 

in The Dungeon
March 20 ............... Top the Tater Dinner  5:00–6:30 pm

Sponsor: McDonald’s Restaurant 
March 20 ............... James Sewell Ballet - “ Guy Noir ”

Backus Performing Arts Series – Concert 7:00 pm
March 27 ............... Ethnic Food Festival  5:30-7:00pm
March 28 ............... Borderland Musical Showcase – Concert 7:00 pm
March 30 to April 1 MTS Academy Connections Education Test 

8:00am–4:30pm
April 4, 18, 25 ........ Open Gym 3:00-5:00pm
April 10 .................. Minnesota Deer Hunters Banquet  
April 13 .................. Top the Tater Dinner  5:00 – 6:30 pm

Sponsor: Mike Katrin
April 13 .................. Border Concert Association - “Six Appeal” 

Concert at 7:00 pm   
May 2  .................... Dancin’ with Darcie, Recitals  2:00 & 7:00pm 
May 3    .................. Dancin’ with Darcie, Recital  1:00pm

Solution Monday – Mondays --  2:00 - 4:30pm – Backus Board Room 103
Community Cafe  ~~  Tuesdays and Thursdays  5:30 6:00 pm

“Backus is fully accessible to persons with disabilities –     
Please call our office for specific accommodations.” 218-285-7225

BACKuS CommunitY CEntEr
CAlEndAr oF EVEntS

Visit us -- www.backusab.org  --  or FaceBook – Backus AB
Historic Backus Community Center, the heart of International Falls, 

where all generations celebrate arts, culture, recreation, 
wellness, and life-long learning.         

notES From Alumni 
From Joann Biegler - My husband, 
Alvin Biegler, died last year in March 
of 2013. We had 53 years together. My 
daughter, Marlene, now lives with me.

From Patricia A. Kurtz - Thanks 
a million! I really enjoy all of the 
newspaper.

From Kathleen Bigler Kroulik - In 
my 90s I keep busy in the Grafton Migrant Head Start Program where I rock or 
feed babies age 3 months to 12 months. The school is just across the street 
from my apartment. The school is a 5-month program and opens every year 
from June to October. It’s an awesome place to work which I have done for 
many years. I am blessed.

From Ralph (’65) and Sue (’66) Johnson - Thank you for keeping us updated 
and in touch with old friends and past Falls High graduates. We always look 
forward to the paper.

From Mike Tate - Thank you for your effort.

From Rich Glennie, Class of ’66 - Keep up the good work. Always look 
forward to the newsletter. It was with great sadness that I read of the passing 
of Aldo DeMarchi. Outside of my father, Peter M. Glennie, I can’t think of 
better examples of gentlemen than Aldo and the late Russ Johnson, former 
elementary principal. Both figured greatly in my development and were great 
examples to emulate.

Alumni 
“rECiPE BoX”
                  We know there are a lot of SECRETS in Borderland...

      KITCHEN SECRETS!
             Please share your long-treasured,  

                                     family recipes with the FHS Alumni News.

                While you’re at it, tell us a little story  
               about how that favorite dish plays a role in the history  

         (and modern history) of your family.

Funny?  Touching?  Disastrous?   
We know food plays a part in all the dramas  

(big and small) of our lives. 

We look forward to your submissions!

We hope this will become a regular feature of 
your FHS Alumni News.

EmAil AddrESS For SuBmiSSionS
to FHS Alumni nEwS

 fhsalumninews@gmail.com 
Please submit your stories and pictures (in jpeg) to this new email address 

for all upcoming issues. Submissions may also continue to be sent to: 
PO Box 933, Int’l Falls, MN 56649.  We look forward to hearing from you!



PAGE 5 — FHS Alumni nEwSPAPEr #71 - FEBruArY, 2015

 In January 2015, Roy Smith, a 1960 Falls High School graduate, 
had a gallery show entitled “Women Are Green. Men Are Blue” at the 
Lon Michels Gallery in Palm Springs, Calif. Approximately 40 of Roy’s 
drawings will be on display at the gallery for the next two years.
 Roy draws from live models a minimum of four times a week in 
three-hour sessions. The artists who have most influenced Roy are the 
Austrian artists Egon Chiele and Klimt.

roY d. SmitH Art EXHiBition

Submitted by Tony Nagurski

John Kerry (’58), Tony Nagurski (’58), and Bruce Will (’58) take a break 
from water skiing at Nagurski’s home on Sunset Beach in 1959. John now lives 
in Eagan, Minn., Tony is a summer resident on Rainy Lake, and Bruce passed 
away on Dec. 20, 1964.

Submitted by Kris D. Johnson
miss Strukel’s choir (guessing 1975 or 1976)
Row 1 – Karmel Hoffman, Tammy Clarity, JoJean Anderson, Kris Olestad.
Row 2 – Suzanne Brandt, Mary Herman, Daralee Kreft, Susie Bolstad, Melody 
Ostroot, Stacy Adams.
Row 3 – Laurie Boyum, Laura Menefee, Erin Richards, Brenda Solo, Barb 
Bringadahl, Arlys Johnson.

Ahead of its time
Submitted by Jim Lutz, Class of ’51

 Today, we hear so much about the advancement of alternate energy, such 
as wind, geo-thermal, flex-fuels, ocean tidal movement and solar. The next 
century we will see a revolution in how energy is generated.
 A young boy came home from school one day and was explaining to his 
Dad, that his shop teacher was building a model car to be powered by solar 
energy. The father was somewhat skeptical, but was delighted in his son’s 
excitement over the project. A month passes and the boy comes home and 
enthusiastically  announces to his Dad that his teacher has built the car and 
had successfully run the car using solar power. The boy explained, with gusto, 
how the small panels on top of the little car collected rays of sunshine and 
converted it to electricity, which powered a small electric motor to propel the 
car.
 But, I must confess, that I was the young boy talking to my dad, when I was 
in Mr. Carlson’s 7th grade shop class in 1947. Many of you alumni of that era 
will recall this event.

Welcome, International Falls High School 
grads and all. 

Check out our FHS Alumni Newsletter Facebook 
page at http://fbnews.fhs reunion.us

Click “Like,” share some of your thoughts 
and pictures and connect with other grads.

“Keep In Touch”

     re-create memorable moments by 
copying group poses from your High 

School days!  

the Alumni news looks forward to 
publishing your pics!  

“PHoto 
oPPortunitiES: 
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FEF HoStS iCE BoX dAYS AnnuAl PAnCAKE BrEAKFASt

Falls Education Foundation once again hosted the Ice Box Days annual pancake breakfast. The turnout was as exceptional as was the food! Thank you to all who 
attended. Your continued support is very much appreciated and continues to benefit ISD #361. Together we can make a difference!
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CLASS OF 1990 

25th reunion
The class of 1990 will have their 

25th reunion on 

July 25, 2015, 

at the Thunderbird. 

You can contact Rhonda (Brazie) Johnson 

on Facebook for more information.

CLASS OF 1960
is planning now for 55th reunion taking place on August 15, 2015. This is the Class that knows how to get together in the spirit of fun and friendship. It’s the people who make it special and memorable, so please join in. Contact: Joan (Vold) Heinle if you do plan to attend. Invites and forms will be mailed out soon.Email: chiefmudge@aol.comP.O. Box 265, Ranier, Minn. 56668 May through Sept.8400 E. Dixileta Rd., #157, Scottsdale, Ariz. 85266 Oct. through April

CLASS OF 1965
50th reuniondate: July 11, 2015Time: 5:30 Social Hour, 6:30 DinnerPlace: Thunderbird LodgeDetailed invitation being sent in March, with an RSVP date and payment due in April.Additional Activities: July 9, 2015, Noon lunch at Island View Lodge, order off the menuJuly 10, 2015 – Informal gathering at Sha Sha 6:00pm– ?

CLASS OF 1975 is planning their 40th Class reunion The dates are June 26 (golf and informal get together) and 
June 27, 2015 at Thunderbird Lodge. 

Please send updated addresses to Kallie 
Briggs (kalliebriggs@gmail.com) or 

Kallie Welechenko-Briggs at the Facebook 
group “Class of 1975.” Ideas are welcomed.

--From the Class of 1975 Team: 
Kallie Briggs, Peter Anderson, Jane Wagner, Betty Larson, and Mike Katrin

CLASS OF 1970
45tH rEunion

Save these dates!

Friday, July 31, 2015 - Informal Gathering 

5pm at Island View Lodge

Saturday, August 1, 2015 – Reunion

6pm at Thunderbird Lodge

$30 per person

RSVP by June 1, 2015

Mail Checks to Mary Lepper

1967 Co. Rd. 135

Int’l Falls, MN 56649

Make checks payable to Class of 1970

For Questions or More Information

Pat (Streiff) Mitchell - pat.mitchell442 @gmail.com

Anne (Walter) Molyneux -

annewmolyneux@gmail.com

SHArE Your PHotoS!   Your Alumni Newspaper would love to publish YOUR PHOTOS!

CLASS OF 1965
We are still trying to fi nd six classmates. 

We have either mailing or email addresses 

for all the rest.
Robert Campbell

Larry Grover
Dolores Lamon

Kathy Seward Newstrom
William Rogers

Linda Hedlund Wakelin

Any new email or mailing addresses 

should be sent to:

Joann (Patineau) Dornhecker

206 Shorewood Dr.

International Falls, MN 56649

(218) 283-2229 or (218) 244-1668

lacey24@frontier.com

 We look forward to seeing all our 

classmates in July!
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Anecdotes and 
Advertising

Bits, Blurbs and 
Biographies

Comedies, Collections 
and Crafts

ditties and diaries
Exultations

Family Fun, Family 
History,  

Family Feuds,
Families in the Falls in 

the  
Forties and Fifties 
(and other years :-)

Gardening and 
Gallivanting

Historical Highlights
ideas and interests

Jokes and Jests
Kids and Keepsakes
loves and losses

memories and 
musings

news of now (and 
Then…)

obsessions and 
opportunities

PHOTOS, Poetry and 
Prose

Quests, Quibbles and 

Quarrels
reminiscences and 

recipes
Stories and Songs

triumphs, tragedies 
and travels

untold History
Vacation Highlights
words of wisdom

eXpectations
Yarns, Yearnings and 

Yammerings
Zen Moments

First Grade Funnies
Second Grade 

Silliness
third Grade theatrics

Fourth Grade 
Fickleness

Fifth Grade Foibles
Sixth Grade 
Sensations

Seventh Grade 
Secrets

Eighth Grade Elations
Freshman Follies
Sophmore Socials

Junior Jaunts
Senior Spotlights 

SHArE Your StoriES!
Your Alumni Newspaper would love to publish YOUR news!

Send us your:

Please include with your submissions:
Full Name, FHS Class of ????

Names of people in photos
Caption information for photos: date, place, event

Inspiration for sharing...if any?

iS Your SuBmiSSion miSSinG?
We are so grateful for all the fun, interesting stories and pictures submitted 
by our readers.  THANK YOU!!  If you sent something, and don’t see it in 

this issue, rest assured it will be published in the next issue.
We were overwhelmed by the number of AWESOME submissions we 

received after our last issue!   Keep them coming!  If we can justify 
increasing our production to FOUR issues each year, we will! There are so 

many amazing and wonderful stories to be told by our own FHS Alumni. 
We look forward to helping you keep your connections to HOME.

Submitted by Tony Nagurski

Francis Einarson and Larry “Butch” Gustafson (Class of 1958) prepare to 
take off on a mission in the Civil Air Patrol’s Aeronca Champ in 1957 or 1958.  
Francis remembers Butch as “a fine young man who was easy to teach how to 
fly.” Butch passed away in 2012.

rEunion GrouPS, tAKE notE!!
We NEED your up-to-date MAILING LISTS! Information about the 

upcoming ACR will be best distributed with an accurate list of addresses 
and emails.  PLEASE submit your updated lists to  

fhsalumninews@gmail.com or mail to  
Falls Alumni, PO Box 933, Intl Falls, MN 56649

THANK YOU!!
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In May 2014, there were five Adleff siblings.

Taken in May 2014. From left: Karen (’56), Sharleen (’60), Mickey (’68), 
Jacquie (’63), and Rebecca (’70)

JON “MICKEY” AdLEFF, 65, Class of ’68, died Oct. 29, 2014, of natural 
causes at his home in International Falls, Minn.
 Mickey was born, raised, and educated in International Falls. He graduated 
with the FHS class of 1968.
 Mickey served with the US Navy during the Vietnam War. He attended the 
Eveleth Vo-Tech and was employed with Boise Cascade. He retired early 
because of disabilities.
 Over the year, Mickey enjoyed hunting, fishing, gardening, and playing his 
guitar. Mickey loved is Lord and the Bible immensely.
 He was preceded in death by his parents Rudolph and Signe Adleff. His 
sister died in July 2014.
 Michey is Survived by his sisters, Karen (John) Wilson of International 
Falls, Jacquie (Joe) Manselle of Welches, Ore., Rebecca (John) Sirois of 
International Falls and Englewood, Fl., and several nieces and nephews.
 Today, Nov. 2, 2014, there are three.

Taken on Nov. 2, 2014. From left: Rebecca (’70), Jacquie (’63), and Karen (’56).

CHERYL ANN ALEXANdER, 56, of International Falls, Minn., died Saturday, 
Dec. 20, 2014, at Hillcrest Oaks Assisted Living Facility after a long battle with 
dementia.
 She was born July 15, 1958, to Lloyd and Viola Moxley at International Falls.
 Cheryl worked as a cosmetologist and later was employed at Boise Cascade 
on the sploxline for the number two will sheeter.
 Her greatest passions in life were her flower gardens and being a grandma 
to her wonderful granddaughter, Destinee.
 She was preceded in death by her parents and a brother, Bill Moxley.
 Survivors include her daughters, Britny Alexander (Robert Stricker) and 
Bobi-Jo Christensen (Elijah Fish); son, Quinton Alexander; brothers, Jerry and 
Charles Moxley; one granddaughter, Destinee Fish; and loyal pet, “Blue.”

AXEL S. ANdERSON died Thursday, Dec. 11, 2014.
 Altruistic, artistic, and courageous are just a few words used to describe 
Axel Anderson.
 Axel was born Feb. 15, 1915, to Andrew and Theo (Cleveland) Anderson in 

Sandstone, Minn.
 He attended Lake Park School in Ranier, Minn.
 Axel served in the Army from 1942 to 1946, and he was traveled around 
Europe. Axel was a Tech Sargent, and he received three award medals for his 
service during this time.
 Axel was a talented artist; he enjoyed woodwork and crocheting. Axel made 
hats, dolls, wagons and windmills, as well as many other cherished items that 
became gifts to his family and friends.
 Axel was a generous and caring man; a Christmas tradition he held was 
baking pies for the homeless, and he was always quick to help a person in 
need.
 Axel was preceded in death by his parents, Andrew and Theo Anderson; 
and his wife, Gloria (Von Moss) Anderson. Axel is survived by his siblings, 
Nils Anderson and Liz Johnson; his children, Judy Fink, Mark Anderson and 
Joyce Iglesias; nine grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren, as well as 
numerous nieces and nephews and their children. He will be missed.

RAMONA ANdERSON, 75, of International Falls, Minn., passed away 
Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2014, at Good Samaritan Society-International Falls.
 Mona was born July 25, 1939, in International Falls, the daughter of Archie 
and Ella (Tverberg) Anderson.
 She graduated from Falls High School and made her career in the 
healthcare field, always taking care of others.
 She spent most of her working years at Fairview-St. Mary’s in Minneapolis, 
Minn., and after retirement returned to International Falls to be near her family.
 Mona was a cheerful person who lived each day with a positive attitude. 
She enjoyed life to the fullest but will be especially remembered for her love of 
people, music, sports, and animals.
 She made every family gathering fun by playing her guitar, singing and 
yodeling. She was a huge fan of country western songs and could sing them 
all and name the artist.
 While she loved all animals, she had a soft spot for cats and dogs and 
carried dog treats in her pocket. In the same way, she loved and enjoyed 
children and there are generations of children who have their own special 
memories of Mona.
 She lived modestly and gave generously. She was a nurse and always a 
caregiver. She valued everyone exactly as they were and had a way of making 
everyone feel special. She was loyal to her family and friends and shared her 
laughter and kindness with everyone.
 While she will be missed by so many, she will live on in the hearts of 
everyone who was privileged to know her.
 Mona was preceded in death by her parents; brothers, Clifford, Donald and 
Dennis Anderson; and sisters, Jane Anderson and Deloris (George) Sirotiak.
 She is survived by sisters, June Jackson Nelson and Doris (Robert) Pullar; 
sisters-in-law, Susan (Dennis) Anderson and June (Donald) Anderson; along 
with many nieces, nephews and extended family.
 Mona will be greatly missed by her family and friends—truly to know her was 
to love her.

ARNOLd “ARNIE” FRANCIS BAUMCHEN, 76, of International Falls, Minn., 
died Friday, Dec. 19, 2014, at Littlefork Medical Center, Littlefork, Minn.
 Arnie was born to Louis and Annette (Mecure) Baumchen on July 2, 1938, in 
International Falls.
 Arnie grew up and graduated in International Falls where he remained a 
lifelong resident until recently moving to the Jack Pine Chateau in Littlefork.
 Arnie worked as a produce manager at the National Tea grocery store and 
as an assistant manager at Piggly Wiggly and later at Super One.
 Arnie was well known for being a musician in our local area. He was a board 
member of the Rural Fire Protection Association, was active in the local car 
club and if there was a card game going on somewhere he was usually there.
 He loved to garden and spend time playing on his tractor.
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 Arnie was preceded in death by his parents and brothers, Bernhard and 
Raymond Baumchen.
 He is survived by sons, Darren (Robin) Baumchen and DeLane (Kristina) 
Baumchen, all of International Falls; daughter, Deanndra (David) Flaschberger 
of Hoyt Lakes, Minn.; brother, Henry Baumchen of Hibbing, Minn.; sister, 
Catherine Curtis; sister-in-law, Urilda Baumchen; and five grandchildren, 
Joshua Baumchen, Tyler Baumchen, Nicole Arn, Kristen Arn and Ryan 
Flaschberger.

MARY ANN CHEzICK passed away peacefully in her home the afternoon of 
Monday, Nov. 10, 2014.
 She was born in International Falls on Aug. 24, 1933. She graduated from 
Falls High School. She married Paul Chezick on May 28, 1955. She worked as 
a legal secretary prior to raising a family. Later, Mary Ann worked for United 
Farm Realty and sold real estate.
 In 1990, she graduated from Rainy River Community College. She enjoyed 
gardening and was very involved in church and Women’s Aglow. Mary Ann 
was a loving daughter and mother. She was very active and loved fishing.
 She was preceded in death by her husband, Paul Jacob Chezick; and her 
sister, Josephine (“Jo”) Iraci.
 She is survived by her eight children—Frances (Chezick) Brady, Theresa 
Chezick, Paul Chezick, Mark Chezick, Virginia Chezick, Joseph Chezick, 
Anthony Chezick and Edward Chezick; 11 grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren.

JANICE LOU (dESENS) CURRIE, 75, of Las Vegas, Nev., died Wednesday, 
Aug. 27, 2014, at her home.
 She was born June 25,1939, in International Falls, Minn.
 She was part owner of Ash-Ka-Nam Resort with the love of her life and 
husband Jon Currie for 25-plus years. During that time she was active in her 
community, always offering a lending hand when it came to special events.
 Her passion was cooking and baking for the resort and her family. Her 
recipes were coveted by all.
 Even during the busiest of times she would still crack that infectious smile of 
hers.
 She loved to travel and read and in her retirement she always had her book/
Kindle in hand.
 She was preceded in death by her parents, Louis and Eunice; husband, Jon; 
and son, Bryan.
 Survivors include her children, Scott (Tracy) Nuthak, Brad (Maria) 
Nuthak, John (Cathy) Nuthak, Mary Harder and Jill (Michael) St. Onge; 15 
grandchildren; nine great-grandchildren; siblings, Glenn (Alice) Desens, Dorlyn 
(Marlys) Desens and Carole (Bob) Keute; and many nieces and nephews.

GILBERT “GIBBY” JOHN CUSTER, 62, of International Falls, Minn., died at 
his home Sunday, Oct. 5, 2014.
 Gibby was born Sept. 18, 1952, in International Falls.
 He liked to play Chess, read, listen to his music, ride his bike, and watch the 
Minnesota Vikings and Minnesota Twins games on television.
 Gibby graduated from Falls High School in 1971.
 He worked at the Indian Center Bingos and delivered The Daily Journal and 
Duluth papers for several years. He also worked at Hardee’s Restaurant and 
Stop and Shop.
 Gibby was preceded in death by his parents, Gilbert and Mary Jane Custer; 
his sister-in-law, Eleanor Custer; and nieces, Cheryl Custer Underhill and 
Amanda Custer.
 Survivors include his brothers, Darrel Custer of Hot Springs, S.D., Dennis 
Custer of International Falls, Ronnie Custer of Monroe, Wash., and Tom Custer 
and Richard Custer, both of International Falls.
 Surviving sisters are, Marilyn (Elwood) Hell of Monroe, Wash., Carol Custer, 
Mary (Paul) Mongrain and Barbara Custer, all of International Falls.

 Gibby also left many nieces and nephews, many cousins in the Bigfork and 
Wirt, Minn. areas, and his special friend, Peggy Ridgeway.

MARGARET “PEGGY” EdENS passed away Sunday, Oct. 19, 2014, at the 
Ranier Roost following a brief illness. Peggy was surrounded by family and the 
caring staff of the Ranier Roost at the time of her passing.
 Peggy was born Nov. 30, 1917, in Bemidji, Minn.
 Peggy was united in marriage to Donald Marion Edens on Aug. 19, 1944, in 
Washington, D.C.
 She had made the Ranier Roost her home for the past nine years and will be 
dearly missed by all who knew her. Her humble kindness and warmth touched 
many hearts. She was viewed by her family and others who loved her as an 
angel on earth. Her genuine faith in God and the human spirit was unwavering.
 Peggy was preceded in death by her husband, Donald; two sons, Tom 
Edens and John Edens; parents, William and Margaret Murray; three brothers, 
Joe Murray, John Murray and Bill Murray; and three sisters, Anne Murray, 
Catherine Murray and Mary Ann Solberg.
 Peggy is survived by her daughters, Margaret Edens, Barb Edens and 
Jean (Dale) Erickson; sons, Michael (Diane) Edens and Peter (Barb) Edens; 
grandchildren, Michael (Jodell) Edens, Joe Edens, Bruce (Leah) Sirotiak, 
Tammy (Chris) Sirotiak-Welch, Tom (Anna) Edens, Kristen (Todd) Jewett, 
Luke Erickson, Emily Erickson and Nick Amicucci; great-grandchildren, Taylor 
Ruport, Ethan Welch, Emma Welch, Zack Sirotiak, A.J. Edens and Hadley 
Edens; and by her sister-in-law, Eleanor Murray.

dAN O. ERICKSON, 72, Class of ’60, passed away Dec. 29, 2014, at his home 
in Tampa, Fla.
 Dan was born on April 28, 1942, son of Sidney and Eileen Erickson in 
International Falls, Minn. He had two younger brothers, Dennis and Sid. He 
grew up in Ericsburg on the Rat Root River, graduated from Falls High School, 
and then went on to Virginia Junior College where he met Georgina Shapiro 
(Gee Gee). Dan and Gee Gee both went on to the University of Minnesota at 
Duluth. Dan graduated in 1964 with a degree in Business and Accounting. He 
became an auditor for the Cargill Company and traveled around the country 
auditing their many grain factories.
 Dan and Gee Gee married in June of 1965.  They moved to Tampa soon 
after and had three children, Kris, Andy, and Karl. After Cargill, Dan ventured 
into the insurance and finance business.
 Dan is survived by his loving wife Gee Gee; his brother Dennis (& Helen) 
Erickson, Ariz.; and sister-in-law Eileen Erickson, Calif. (brother Sid deceased); 
his children Kris (& Steve) Van Haitsma, Mich.; Andy (& Christy) Erickson, Fla.; 
and Karl Erickson, Fla.; grandchildren Alex Van Haitsma, Katie (& Josh) Klomp, 
Alyssa Van Haitsma, Jaden Erickson, Analeis Erickson, Micha Erickson, and 
Caris Erickson.

dON FRICK, age 83, of International Falls, passed away Friday, Sept. 26, 
2014.
 He was a longtime employee of Boise Cascade where he worked as a 
pipefitter.
 He was preceded in death by his father, A. Thomas Frick; mother, Birdie 
Hoisington; sister, Vinette Doree; brother, Rodney Frick; twin brother, Douglas 
(and Darlene) Frick; son, Larry Frick; step-sisters, Lillian, Myrtle and Dorothy 
Reeve; and step-brothers, Frederic, Lewis, Harold, Walter, Eugene and Roland 
Reeve.
 He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Joan Frick; daughters, Dixie Grothe 
(Jon) and Diane Frick (Ron Hanson); sister, Doris Job; and half-sister, Judy 
Malby (Bud). He is also survived by grandchildren, Andy and Amy Hanson, 
besides many loving nieces, nephews and friends.
 Special thanks to niece Kathy Frick of Duluth for her support and comfort.
 Thanks to everyone for their part in the many years of good living Don 
enjoyed!
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KATHLEEN HALLGREN, 73, Class of ’59, of International Falls, Minn., passed 
away Thursday, Dec. 25, 2014, at the Good Samaritan Society-International 
Falls.
 Kathleen was born April 10, 1941, in International Falls, to Gustaf and 
Thelma (Langstaff) Browman.
 She was a graduate of Falls High School with the Class of 1959 and 
graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1963 with a bachelor’s degree 
with distinction.
 In 1962, Kathleen married Donald Hallgren at the Congregational Church in 
International Falls.
 Kathleen was a teacher on the north side of Minneapolis and taught 
disadvantaged youth before moving to Anoka, Minn., in 1965 where she taught 
first grade. They lived in the Minneapolis, Minn., area until 2003 when they 
moved back to Internationals Falls.
 Kathleen enjoyed being a teacher as well as a homemaker. Some of her 
favorite activities were knitting, playing the piano, reading, and baking.
 Although Kathleen struggled with illness most of her life, she had great faith 
in the Lord to help her through.
 She was active in the Faith United Church of Christ, and was a warm, 
friendly person who made friends easily.
 Kathleen was preceded in death by her parents and sister-in-law, Margaret 
Browman.
 She is survived by her husband, Donald Hallgren of International Falls; and 
brother, Richard Browman of Des Moines, Iowa.

dORIS A. HALvERSON (dORISANN, dEEdEE), 83, of International Falls, 
Minn., died Monday, Oct. 6, 2014, at Littlefork Care Center, Littlefork, Minn.
 Doris was born in International Falls on Nov. 21, 1930. She was fourth of six 
kids to Joseph and Frances Vellieux.
 She was a lifelong resident of International Falls.
 She graduated from high school in 1949 and began her career working at 
Woolworth’s.
 Doris also loved bowling. She bowled for Holler Liquor for more than 30 
years. She traveled around the country for tournaments and playoffs in her 
younger years and her team mates also became close friends throughout the 
years.
 She met Alvin (Cubby) Halverson in 1954 while she was out with her 
girlfriends at the “old” Flame Club. She eventually fell in love with Cubby and 
they were married April 9, 1956.
 She had four boys and was very happy being a homemaker while my dad 
worked for Wagner & Ewald Construction.
 We attended St. Thomas School and Church. Her faith was unmoving. She 
not only talked the talk, but walked the walk.
 She volunteered working at the church for funerals, cleaning and was also 
president of the Tabernacle Society for several years. Doris also had a very 
special bond with the “Virgin Mary.”
 Doris and Cubby were a true team and worked well together. Where one 
person lacked physical ability, the other picked up the slack.
 Doris went to work for Border Bar Pizza making pizzas in the kitchen. She 
worked for 17 years and retired from there.
 Doris also loved being outside. Her passion would become fishing on Rainy 
Lake and River. She taught us how to jig a hook with either minnow, worm or 
night crawler.
 She and my Dad loved to be out in the boat. Being on the lake was almost a 
religious experience to them. And they brought home their limits, more times 
than not. (Mom was sort of a “Tom-boy.”)
 She also taught us how to ice skate and swing a baseball bat. She picked up 
the slack when my Dad could not. He had broken his back once before in his 
early years which limited his mobility.
 In their later years, Doris and Cubby would drive around the country visiting 

friends and family in other states. Usually during late fall/early winter to avoid 
some of International Falls’ cold winters.
 During the summer you would usually find them sitting on the front deck, 
reading the paper or having lunch. Friends would stop by and visit when they 
saw them to check on them or bring them a fresh jar of homemade salsa or a 
new pickle recipe to try.
 They were both very good people and would give the shirt off their backs to 
help others out when in need.
 Doris was truly an Angel on earth.
 Doris was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Cubby/Alvin; two 
sons, Michael (1966) and Brian (1999); parents, Frances and Joseph Vellieux; 
grandson, Aaron (September 2011); three brothers, Robert, Ronald and 
Thomas; and one sister and her best friend, Gloria.
 Doris is survived by two sons, Tim Halverson of Sacramento, Calif., 
and Kevin Halverson of Woodbury, Minn.; sister, Marylou (Larry Schaaf); 
granddaughter, Deana Haynes; two great-grandchildren, Mathew and Brianna; 
along with many cousins, nieces and nephews.

RICHARd BERNARd HEdTKE was born Jan. 29, 1941, to Bernard and Ruth 
(Frohreich) Hedtke in Baudette, Minn. He passed away peacefully Sunday, 
Oct. 12, 2014, at Essentia-St. Mary’s Medical Center, Duluth, Minn.
 Richard grew up and went to school in Baudette, Minn., graduating in 1959.
 He moved to International Falls in 1961.
 Richard married Karen (Olson) in Bemidji, Minn., on July 5, 1963.
 He began work at Boise in 1961 and worked at the Insulite plant until its 
closure in 1984.
 In 1988, Richard and his wife Karen bought the Tee Pee Motel and have 
owned and operated it since then.
 He was a member of St. Paul Lutheran Church.
 Richard enjoyed gardening, hunting, fishing, snowmobiling and especially 
riding his scooter.
 He had two Maltese dogs that were the love of his life.
 He and Karen liked to travel as often as they could in the motorhome and 
loved to spend time in Pharr and South Padre Island, Texas.
 He is survived by his wife, Karen; son, Michael (Denise) Hedtke; daughter, 
Michelle (Eric) Hebner; grandsons, Cooper Hedtke, Nicholas Hedtke and Colin 
Hebner; and granddaughter, Tayler Hebner — all of International Falls, Minn.; 
one sister, Dian Bauer, Elko, Minn.; as well as a niece and nephew.
 He was preceded in death by his parents.

MARY JANE MONGRAIN, 68, of International Falls, Minn., passed away 
Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2014, at Good Samaritan Society-International Falls.
 She was born July 19, 1946, to Gilbert and Mary Custer of South 
International Falls, Minn.
 Mary was married for 49 years to Paul Mongrain of International Falls.
 She was a member of St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church in International 
Falls.
 Mary was preceded in death by her parents and her brother, Gilbert Custer 
Jr.
 She is survived by her husband, Paul; children, Rebecca, Kevin and Cindy; 
grandson, Henry; sisters, Carol Custer, Barbara Custer and Marilyn Hell; 
brothers, Daryl Custer, Richard Custer, Dennis Custer, Ronald Custer and 
Thomas Custer; as well as many loving nieces and nephews.

dAWN RATELLE NASTIUK, age 91, of Sweet Home, Ore., passed away 
Monday, Sept. 29, 2014, at Cavalle Manor, after a battle with cancer.
 She was the daughter of Emil Ratelle and Margaret Reiners Ratelle Everett.
 They were the owners of the Coca-Cola pop shop in 1937.
 Dawn graduated from Falls High School in 1941.
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 She and her twin sister were leaders of the Falls band as majorettes.
 Dawn is survived by her husband, William; daughter, Dr. Nancy Downey; 
grandchildren, Margaret and Mason; many nieces and nephews.
 She was preceded in death by her sisters, Cleo Koch, Dorothy Anderson 
(Harry), Betty Abley (John) and Florence Hunstable.
 Dawn will be remembered as a strong, generous, and caring person.

KATHERINE MARIE PERALA, 79, of Ash Lake, Minn., died Tuesday, Oct. 14, 
2014, of natural causes in her home.
 She was born May 7, 1935, in Grand Marais, Minn., to Frank and Cecelia 
(Murphy) Anderson.
 Her maternal grandparents were early residents of Grand Marais; her 
grandfather owning a general store whose building currently houses the 
Beaver House bait shop.
 As a young girl, Katherine lived in a number of small towns in northern 
Minnesota, including Tofte, Isabella and Cook, as her father, a ranger with 
the United States Forest Service, worked at various stations and Civilian 
Conservation Corps camps.
 She graduated from Cloquet High School in 1953 and attended the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison and the University of Minnesota, 
graduating in 1957 with a degree in education.
 Following her graduation, she taught at elementary schools in Portland, 
Ore., and Roseville, Minn.
 Katherine married Kenneth Perala, of Orr, Minn., on Dec. 27, 1958, at the 
Presbyterian Church in Cloquet. The couple moved to International Falls in 
1962.
 She was a substitute teacher in the Falls and Littlefork before teaching fifth 
grade and kindergarten at St. Thomas Catholic School in International Falls 
from 1974 until her retirement in 1997.
 Katherine was a devoted daughter, wife, mother, and teacher, who touched 
the lives of many.
 She enjoyed baking, gardening, playing cards, reading, traveling, including 
favorite trips to Alaska, Japan and Australia, sewing, and in later years, 
weaving.
 She enjoyed the beauty of nature, especially northern Minnesota and loved 
looking out at the water from her home on Ash Lake.
 She was preceded in death by her parents; brother, Frank Jr.; and brother-in-
law, James Howard.
 She is survived by her husband of 55 years, Kenneth; daughters, Suzanne 
Perala of Long Beach, Calif., and Mary (Terry Bounds) Perala of International 
Falls; son, Jon (Mie) Perala of Buffalo Grove, Ill.; grandson, Joseph Jon; aunt, 
Lillian Anderson of Coon Rapids, Minn.; sisters-in-law, Carol Anderson of 
Alpena, Mich., Joanne Larson (Ronald) of Woodbury, Minn., Beverly Howard 
of Virginia, Minn., and Ida Perala of Boston, Mass.; 12 nieces and nephews; 
numerous grand-nieces, grand-nephews, cousins, extended family and dear 
friends.

ROBERT LAWRENCE PIEKARSKI, age 64, of International Falls, Minn., and 
formerly of Iowa, died peacefully Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2014, at his sister Anne 
Horne’s home under the care of North Star Hospice.
 He was born May 5, 1950, at International Falls.
 Robert enjoyed fishing, walking, music, and telling stories. He had a great 
sense of humor and loved to laugh.
 Robert was a great father and grandfather.
 He was preceded in death by his parents, Lawrence and Marie Ann 
Piekarski-Johnson; grandson, Kole Faul; brother, Russell Piekarski; and 
nephew, Shane Piekarski.
 Survivors include a daughter, Valerie (Dave) Faul of Hunter, N.D.; brothers, 
William Piekarski, Douglas (Sally) Piekarski, Terry (Charlene) Piekarski and 
Marvin Johnson Jr.; sisters, Anne (Ron) Horne, Sandra Piekarski and Lisa 
(Steve) Hendrickson; grandchildren, Kenneth, Kyle and Kiysa Faul; numerous 
nieces, nephews and cousins; and special lifelong friend, Ralph Olson.

SARAH ELIzABETH REMUS, 17, of Ray, Minn., died Sunday, Oct. 12, 2014, at 
her home.
 She was born April 22, 1997, in Virginia, Minn., and grew up in Ray.
 Sarah was a senior at Falls High School, International Falls, Minn.
 Sarah had much love for her French Bulldog, “Ina Belle.”
 She enjoyed reading and cooking and was very involved with many activities 
including speech, Prairie Fire Theater, Knowledge Bowl and Taekwondo.
 She was also known for her artistic abilities. She loved music, played guitar 
and was part of the Falls High School Band.
 Sarah also was on the Community Education Board.
 Sarah was preceded in death by her paternal grandparents, Joseph and 
Audrey Remus.
 Survivors include her parents, Charles and Kellye Remus of Ray; sisters, 
Anna Remus of Boston, Mass., and Kristina Remus, at home; maternal 
grandparents, Frank and Sallye Scott of Memphis, Tenn.; several aunties, 
uncles and cousins.

GLORIA M. STOLTz, 85, International Falls, Minn., went to be with her Lord 
and Savior Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2014, at Essentia Health-St. Mary’s Hospital, 
Duluth, Minn. She was surrounded by her loving family.
 She was born Gloria Marie Olson on June 26, 1929, in Strathcona, Minn., 
the youngest of eight children born to Ole and Ellen (Hagstrom) Olson.
 She was the last surviving sibling of the family.
 Gloria was an infant when her family moved to International Falls.
 She married Anthony “Tony” Stoltz on Sept.13, 1952, in International Falls.
 She was a dedicated “stay-at-home” mom, and a devoted homemaker and 
loving wife, mother and grandmother.
 She was a proud wife of a World War II veteran.
 Gloria loved her flowers and enjoyed feeding and watching the birds in her 
yard, and enjoyed the outdoors in the summer.
 She was a member of the Falls Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary.
 Gloria was a gifted quilt maker and made numerous beautiful quilts for 
family.
 She was very appreciative of her three children and loved her grandchildren 
and their families.
 She always enjoyed time with her family, with the Fourth of July and 
Christmas being most special, when her children and grandchildren came 
home and the house was filled with children and dogs.
 As a good Swede, her house was always open for coffee, cookies and 
fellowship around her round oak table.
 Her faith walk began in the Salvation Army, and progressed to acceptance of 
Jesus as Lord and Savior in the Christian faith.
 Gloria was a kind, loving and generous woman who loved her Lord. She will 
truly be missed.
 She was preceded in death by her husband, Anthony “Tony” in 1973; three 
brothers, Archie, Stanley and Oliver Olson; and four sisters, Lucille Norman, 
Eleanor Carnahan, Genevieve Rockwell and Audrey Bates.
 Gloria is survived by her children—Larry (Lois) Stoltz of International Falls, 
Gregory (Nada) Stoltz of Trimont, Minn., and Debra (Jack) Scott of Salina, 
Okla.; eight grandchildren—Travis (Stacey) Stoltz, Hailey (Jason) Stoltz, Dan 
(Jessica) Seegert, Christopher Seegert, Jessica (Ryan) Houska, Kiley (Matt) 
Stoltz, Kaitlin (Destin) Stoltz and Colton Scott; five great-grandchildren—
Kinsey Seegert, Tristan Toth, Dillon Rud, Dawson Morris and Sela Napper; 
many step grandchildren and step great-grandchildren; one great-great-
grandson, Jameson Ammarman; along with numerous nieces, nephews and 
friends, including special friend, Leona Larson.

MICHAEL JAMES vALENTINE, 60, of International Falls, Minn., passed away 
Monday afternoon, Oct. 20, 2014, at his home.
 Michael was born April 20, 1954, in International Falls, to James and Donna 
Valentine.
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 He graduated from Falls High School in 1972 and attended Rainy River 
Community College and Hennepin County Community Vo-Tech.
 He was a lifelong resident of International Falls.
 Michael served in the United States Navy from 1973 until 1977.
 He married Paula Gunther on Sept. 16, 1972, in International Falls.
 Michael worked construction as a welder-pipefitter and was part of the 
Pipefitters Local 589 Union.
 He loved hunting, fishing and spending time at the hunting shack and on 
Rainy Lake.
 Michael loved his grandchildren, which were his pride and joy.
 He was preceded in death by his mother, Donna Valentine; and son, Joshua 
James Valentine.
 Michael is survived by his father, James Valentine of Ericsburg, Minn.; two 
sons, Jesse (Kelli) Valentine and Lucas (Sarah) Valentine, both of International 
Falls; nine grandchildren, Krystal, Tyler, Dustin, Korie, Taylor, Savannah, Adien, 
Austin and Camoren; and sisters, Betty (Jay) Mitchell of International Falls, 
Cindy (Darwin) Sanden of Badger, Minn., and Toni (Don) Dunbar of Ericsburg, 
Minn.

IRIS EMILY WATSON, 97, of St. Anthony Care Center, formerly of Sacramento, 
Calif., and Mounds View, Minn., died Jul. 2, 2014. Iris grew up in Ericsburg, 
Minn., and graduated high school in International Falls. Iris served as a nurse 
in International Falls, Littlefork, and New Ulm, Minn., and in Sacramento, Calif. 
She later worked as an accountant for the state of California. She returned to 
Minnesota in 2001 to be near her many relatives. Iris did tailoring, making her 
own clothes as well as clothes for friends and family. She studied painting of 
wildlife and created many pictures. She was a great source of information on 
the early daus in northern Minnesota and prepared many albums of letters and 
photos of those early days of the 1900s.
 Iris was preceded in death by parents, George and Emma Watson; life 
companion, Harry Fitzwater Jr.; brothers, Rowland and Wallace Watson; 
sisters, Jane Olander, Kathleen Watson, and Lorna Kirsila.

dEBORAH ANN (BALASKI) WERNER, Class of ’69, was born April 1, 1951, in 
International Falls, Minn.
 Debbie went to be with her Lord and Savior Saturday, Oct. 11, 2014, with her 
loving family by her side.
 Debbie was a 1969 graduate of Falls High School. After graduation, Debbie 
moved to Seattle, Wash., and lived with her aunt Helen and uncle Paul, and 
began working at the Evergreen State Bank where she worked for two years, 
returning back to International Falls in 1971.
 Debbie then started to work for the Associated Loan Company for a short 
time. She then went to work full time at the State Bank of International Falls 
until 1973.
 Debbie was then diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in 1973. She had to stop 
working due to health reasons.
 In 1974 Debbie resided at Falls Nursing Home and later transferred to 
Northome Nursing Home where she met the love of her life, John Werner. 
Debbie and John married Feb. 20, 1982, and lived together in Northome for 30 
years before moving to Big Fork, Spruce Lodge in 2008.
 Debbie had a strong will to live. She had amazing faith in God. Her many 
passions were her family, friends, fellowship, shopping, writing letters, and 
receiving mail and pictures.
 She was an avid sports fan of the Minnesota Vikings, Twins and her love for 
Tiger Woods and Johnny Cash.
 Debbie was one to always make sure everyone was okay. She loved all the 
loving staff at the Spruce Lodge. She enjoyed the little treats of Border Bar 
pizza, walleye and venison from her brother Frankie on his visits.
 Debbie was preceded in death by her loving parents, Frank and Ella (Miner) 
Balaski Sr.
 Debbie leaves behind two brothers, Frank Balaski Jr., International Falls, 
and Richard Balaski, Warroad; former sister-in-law, Kris Everett; nieces, Lynde 
Mettler (Brad Hopke), Laura Hilliard (James) and nephew, Jon Balaski, all 
of International Falls; great-nephews, Cody Mettler, Gavin Loveless, Noah 
Hilliard; great-niece, Maddy Mettler; and loving friend, Joyce Thompson.
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EnJoYinG tHE Alumni nEwS?
 Please check your mailing label for information about your 
most recent subscription contribution.  The date and amount 
are noted on the top line.
  Subscription donation coupons are located on the inside 
back cover of every issue.
  SNOWBIRDS:  The post office is no longer saving or 
forwarding bulk mail.  If you wish to share your winter 
address, we’ll make sure your February issue reaches you in 
a timely manner.  Thanks!

A notE ABout “FinAl FArEwEll”
The obituaries you see in this issue were submitted to us by family members of the deceased.  We appreciate the story-like nature of these contributions, 

and would like to invite our readers to tell their loved one’s “Life Story,” or to share a “Celebration of Life.”  We are pleased to include one or more photos, at your 
discretion.  We want to offer you the opportunity to share a little more of the personality and perspective each person brings to life.  Because we are the FHS 
Alumni News, we’d like to include the graduation year of everyone mentioned.  Many of our readers have learned of a classmate’s loss through our publication, 
and had the chance to send condolences. If you have lost a loved one, and want to celebrate their life with this community, please send stories and pictures to 
fhsalumninews@gmail.com or to Alumni News, PO Box 933, Int’l Falls, MN 56649.

Welcome, International Falls High School 
grads and all. 

Check out our FHS Alumni Newsletter Facebook 
Page at http://fbnews.fhs reunion.us

Click “Like,” share some of your thoughts 
and pictures and connect with other grads.

“Keep In Touch”

SHArE Your StoriES!  Your Alumni Newspaper would love to publish YOUR news!
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Alumni news BooK rEViEw
Are you an author with a book you’d like reviewed? Are you an avid reader who would like to review books?

The Alumni News would like to print a regular BOOK REVIEW feature in every issue.   
If you are interested in participating in any way, please let us know:

fhsalumninews@gmail.com or PO Box 933, Int’l Falls, MN  56649.

From left: Albert (Bud) Larson, Jean (Keyes) Larson 
(’53), Joyce (Wold) Elkjer (’71), Becky Hall, and  
Jess Hall (’53).

Joyce (Wold) Elkjer (’71), George Wold, and Mark 
Wold (’65).

From left: Mark Wold (’65), Helen (Hall) Nordlund 
(’50), and her husband Luverne.

Submitted by Jess Hall, Class of ’53
 On Sat., Sept.  27, 2014, former pastor of the Covenant Church, George Wold, and his children, Mark and Joyce, were feted at a reception in the annex building of 
the church. It was well attended, a testament to the love his parishioners had for him and his 28.5 years of ministry. Mark (’65) and Joyce (’71) both graduated from 
Falls High. Mark currently lives in California and is involved with training church leaders all around the world. Joyce lives in Willmar and is involved with the Human 
Services Dept. at the local hospital. George is retired and living in the Covenant Retirement Home in Golden Valley. He celebrated his 94th birthday at the reception.

2015 membership For Falls Education Foundation
Supporting Academic Excellence in School district #361

Former Pastor George wold Honored at reception

want to view this February 2015 Alumni newsletter online?  
Go to: www.fhsreunion.org at the top of the screen and apply for a password for newsletter access.
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send your $10 donation to:

SnowBird?  
Winter Address: __________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Dates at this address: _____________________

Alumni nEwSPAPEr
SuBSCriPtionS & rEnEwAlS

Please note: issue #72 is started 
and is in need of contributions! 

deadline: may 15, 2015
 - earlier even better!

Send information to: Alumni newspaper
P.o. Box 933

international Falls, mn 56649   
or email: fhsalumninews@gmail.com

thanks



PAGE 16 — FHS Alumni nEwSPAPEr #71 - FEBruArY, 2015
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international Falls, mn 56649-0933
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PErmit no. 67

NEWS ANd PHOTOS FOR ISSUE #72 
SHOULd BE IN BY MAY 15, 2015
(EARLIER EvEN BETTER!)

Submitted by 
Jeannine Nelson

Football team photo 
was taken around 
1957 or 1958.  All of 
them are graduates 
of the Class of 1962.  

Front row from left: 
Jim Bruggeman, 
Ted Olson, Jack 
Valentine, Jerry 
Wold, and Dan 
Bilben.  

Back row from left: 
Randy Leeman, 
Tony Lynch, and 
Duayne Johnson.


