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ClASS OF 1960
Class of 1960 is planning now for 55th reunion taking place on August 15, 2015. This is the Class that knows how 
to get together in the spirit of fun and friendship. It’s the people who make it special and memorable, so please 
join in. Contact Joan (Vold) Heinle if you do plan to attend. Invites and forms will be mailed out soon.

Email: chiefmudge@aol.com or mail to P.O. Box 265, Ranier, Minn. 56668 (May through Sept.)
8400 E. Dixileta Rd., #157, Scottsdale, Ariz. 85266 (Oct. through April)

uPCOminG rEuniOn AnnOunCEmEnTS

ClASS OF 1970 - 45th reunion
Save these dates!

Friday, July 31, 2015 – Informal Gathering at Island View Lodge
Saturday, August 1, 2015 – Reunion at Thunderbird Lodge

ClASS OF 1975
The Class of 1975 is planning their 40th class reunion. The dates are June 26 (golf and informal get together) 
and June 27, 2015 at Thunderbird Lodge. Please send updated addresses to Kallie Briggs (kalliebriggs@gmail.
com) or Kallie Welechenko-Briggs at the Facebook group “Class of 1975.” Ideas are welcomed.
--From the Class of 1975 Team: Kallie Briggs, Peter Anderson, Jane Wagner, Betty Larson, and Mike Katrin

1960 classmates enjoying coffee and looking forward to reunion in 2015.
Front row: Judy (Deshaw) Blais, Joan (Vold) Heinle, Ruth (Erickson) Herberg, Gail (Jameson) Rognerud. 2nd 
row:  Gail (Gilbertson) Owen, Elsie (Helgeson) Korpi, Georgeann (Pearson) Wright, Karen (Southerland) Boyum, 
Linda (Briggs) Epley, Marie (Knaffla) Zaren. 3rd row: Beverly (Lemke) Pelland, Sue (Eisenach) Anderson, Delane 
Servis, Andy Wright, Norman Christianson, Jim Nelson, Frances Zaren.

WHEN IS THE NEXT 
ALL-CLASS
REUNION?!?

2016
We get this question all the time! 
The Falls Education Foundation is 
forming a committee to bring the next 
ACR to the Falls in 2016 
 The last three successful ACR’s 
taught us that we need two full years 
to pull off an event of this magnitude. 
We are looking for TWO organized, 
motivated, enthusiastic individuals 
to join Bob Anderson as Tri-Chairs 
of the 2016 All-Class Reunion.  In 
addition to “chairing” duties, class 
reps will be needed to participate. 
 Willing to help?  Please call: Bob 
Anderson @ 218-240-4233, Kay 
Herman @ 218-283-4024, Mary 
Bigler @ 218-286-3102.  
 In preparation for the next 
All-Class Reunion in 2016, we 
desperately need to update all of our 
class lists.  These lists haven’t been 
updated in our master database 
since the last ACR in 2007, and 
we know there have been MANY 
addresses changes in that time.   
 Class Reps:  PLEASE send your 
most recently updated list of names, 
addresses and those you know are 
deceased to kaherman@midco.
net, or mail the information to Falls 
Education Foundation, PO Box 
933, International Falls, MN 56649. 
(If your graduating class doesn’t 
have an “official” Class Rep, we’d 
appreciate someone from each class 
offering to help track down as much 
updated information as possible.  
You will be contributing to the 
success of our next ACR, and you’d 
also have our deepest gratitude!) 

We look forward to another 
great ALL-CLASS REUNION 
for FALLS HIGH SCHOOL in 

2016!

Enjoying The Alumni news?
Please check the label for information about your most recent 
subscription contribution. The date and amount are noted across the 
top. The Alumni Newspaper subscription/renewal form is located on 
the back page of every issue.
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DOnATiOnS to the FAllS EDuCATiOn FOunDATiOn June - September 2014

FAllS EDuCATiOn FOunDATiOn 
mEmBErSHiPS June - September 2014

In Honor of the Class of 1972’s 
60th Birthday

In Honor of Jessie Laurion’s 85th 
Birthday in December: 
Kathryn Martin & Bob Shaw

In Honor of Marcia Stewart’s 
Birthday: The Birthday Club

In Honor of Mary Jane Shaw 
Mathews’ 83rd Birthday: 
Duane Jacobson

In Memory of Aldo DeMarchi: 
Donna Dehn

In Memory of Alice Cain: Jim & 
Joann Dornhecker, Linda Johnson, 
Shelley McCloud, Carol & James 
Wherley, Helen Pleimling Trickey, 
Denis & Joan Axen, Donald & 
Margaret Foyt, Pat Lyon, Sharon 
Pekarski, Ramona Rapaway, 
Jackie Valerius, Lynn & Laurie 
Skifstrom, David Cain, Margaret 
& William Roeder, Lee & Trudy 
Lepper, Robert & Toni Rapaway, 
Terrance & Nancy Carew, Patricia 
& Steven Marble, Linda Oustad, 
Susan Stamson, Thomas & Clara 
Hardy, Loretta Ojala, Robert 

& Sherie Wright, Jim & Gail 
Rognerud

In Memory of Arlyne Mardell 
(Evenson) Kelberer: Maxine Long

In Memory of Bill Doughtery: 
Duane Jacobson

In Memory of Bob Trompeter: 
Gerald Mongrain

In Memory of Deceased 
Classmates of FHS Class of 
1964: Judith Rohde, Barbara E. 
Glubka, Janis K. Heaney, Michael 
Anderson, Jorun Westvik Skiri, 
Liela Vellieux Maielua, Linda 
Groves, Janet Borgschatz, Marlys 
Stansbury, Verna Venard, Margaret 
Johnson, Carol Vukelich, Terri 
Davis

In Memory of Dee Bilben Barber: 
Jan Budris

In Memory of Delores Kleis: 
Donna Dehn

In Memory of Dick Rusch: 
Joan Bedessem

In Memory of Doris Skiem-
Crutchfield: Jan Budris

In Memory of Frances Beck: 
Clifford Carlson

In Memory of Fred Pulicicchio: 
Marlee G. Olson

In Memory of Howard Elliott, Jr.: 
Darlene Olsen

In Memory of Iris Watson: 
June Pulicicchio

In Memory of Jean Walls: 
Donna Erickson

In Memory of Joan & Walt 
Jaakkola: Donna Erickson

In Memory of Lee Crandall: 
Brian & Maggie McBride, Jim 
& Mary Bigler, Tom & Dixie 
Worth, Jan Budris, Larry & Alyce 
Mannausau, Donna Frederickson, 
Robert & Pamela Peterson, Larry 
& Doris Trask

In Memory of Linda Muggli: 
Jan Budris

In Memory of Lorraine “Penny” 
Arney Hallock: Michael & Barbara 
Rud, Gals Travel Group of ’59

In Memory of Mike Lovejoy: 
James J. Jerome

In Memory of Peggy Johnson: 
Donna Erickson, Bob & Carol 
Anderson, Larry & Alyce 
Mannausau, Lee & Trudy Lepper, 
Jan Budris

In Memory of Rhoda Johnson 
Moone & Karen Cole: 
Brian & Maggie McBride

In Memory of Richard I. Wagner: 
Jan Budris

In Memory of Robert Trompeter: 
Wayne & Mary Ann Kasich

In Memory of Roger Bolstad: 
Clifford Carlson

In Memory of Roger Jerome: 
James J. Jerome

In Memory of Roger Julien: 
Clifford Carlson

In Memory of Ron Schmidt: 
Brian & Maggie McBride

In Memory of Ronald Locey 
Scholler: John & Karen Wilson

In Memory of Wallace Haglund: 
Tom & Dixie Worth

In Memory of Aldo DeMarchi: 
Ted Thompson

In Memory of Bill Murray: 
Jerry A. McCormack

In Memory of Class of 1952: 
Barbara Santine

In Memory of Lee Crandall: 
Duayne & Nancy Johnson, Rich & 
Irene Johnson

In Memory of Peggy (Marvin) 
Johnson: Carol Alstrom

Jan Budris
Stuart & Susan Nordquist
Floyd Romslo

Ivan & Marcia Stewart
Larry & Doris Trask

DOnATiOnS to the PurPlE PriDE FunD 
June - September 2014

BACKuS COmmuniTY CEnTEr
Visit us -- www.backusab.org  --  or FaceBook – Backus AB

Historic Backus Community Center, the heart of International Falls, where all 
generations celebrate arts, culture, recreation, wellness, and life-long learning.

“Backus is fully accessible to persons with disabilities –      
Please call our office for specific accommodations.” 218-285-7225                             

CAlEnDAr of EVEnTS
November 4 .....Top the Tater Dinner – 5:00 – 6:30 pm

Sponsor ~ City Drug Store
November 4 ..... Border Concert Association-Tony DeSare  7:00 pm
November 29 ...Holiday Shopping & Craft Festival – 10:00 am – 3:00 pm
December  .......Logging Camp Christmas  – 5:30 pm

BACKuS PErFOrminG ArTS SEriES
January 9 .........Billy McLaughlin ~  Electric String Quartet – 7:00 pm
February 6 .......Tonic Sol-fa ~ A cappella Vocal Quartet – 7:00 pm
March 20 .........James Sewell Ballet ~  “Guy Noir”  7:00 pm

Community Cafe  ~~  Tuesdays and Thursdays
Free Meals 5:30 6:00 pm
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by Rich Glennie

I was staring up at the ceiling in my hallway, wondering how a refrigerator was 
on top of me.
 I’m Scottish. Glennie is a long-established Scottish name from the 
Macintosh clan. And no, this was not a part of the Scottish Highlands games of 
strength and endurance for which the Scots are renown.
 It was a damn old fool who was trying to move an old refrigerator from his 
basement after it was flooded for the second time in a decade.
 It was time to get rid of the rusty old contraption that looked like heck, but 
still worked.
 “It was American made,” my son Andrew said. He meant it was built to last.
 And last it did. The old refrigerator was our basement beverage fridge that 
was purchased, used, by my wife, before we married in 1981. So it was at least 
35 years or older.
 It ran well enough, at least until the second time it got its parts wet from 
basement flooding.
 I decided to finally part with this old fridge. My son and I took off the door 
and removed the freezer compartment to lighten the load. It did not make much 
of a difference It was still heavy.
 As we strapped it to a dolly, we opted to have me pull the fridge up the 
basement steps, while Andrew pushed from below.
 It was all I could do to avoid thinking that I might have to use my new 
Medicare card before this was done.
 Several weeks before, we had new flooring installed. I placed cardboard 
over the floor to protect the new investment from this old fridge.

 We had “hossed” the old fridge to the last step, which was a bit higher than 
the others. That last step required a bit more umph to get it up and out.
 That is when, in a split second, I was looking at the ceiling with a refrigerator 
on my chest and legs.
 It happened in a flash. The cardboard slipped from under me and down we 
all went. I might as well have been doing this on ice or ball-bearings. It had the 
same effect. It was slippery.
 When I finally got back what little senses remained, I realized I was pinned. 
I also realized my son was of no help. He was on the other side of the fridge, 
trapped in the basement.
 It took me a bit to realize I was on my own and the only way out was to 
bench press the fridge off of me to free my legs.
 I could not bench press a fridge in my prime. Somehow, I managed. 
Adrenaline is amazing.
 After we righted the fridge and got it out the door and to the curb, we 
assessed the damage.
 No broken bones. No pulled muscles. No soreness of any kind. That came 
a day or two later.
 But what I realized is I almost killed my son. Had I not held on to the 
handles of the dolly, the fridge might have slid back down the basement steps. 
My son had no place to go. He would have went down with the fridge.
 My late aunt, whenever my late uncle would tell about all the crazy things he 
did, would always add: “God looks out for old fools!”
 I now understand what he was talking about.

SHE’S riGHT: GOD lOOKS OuT FOr OlD FOOlS

QuEEn PATriCiA AnD AiDES ArE 
FESTiVAl HOTESSES

Send pictures & news!   Our next issue will be out  February 2015!

QuEEn OF FOrEST DOmAin
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Submitted by Diane Edens

FHS 1968 classmates in 
attendance: Candy (Saari) 
Nelson, Donna (Maki) 
Wrolstad, Becky (Larsen) 
Griffin, Judy (Ruport) 
Keeney, Janet (Bergvall) 
Nelson, Barb (Halvorson) 
DeMarchi, Mary 
(Morse) Hogan, Sherry 
(Christopherson) Douglas, 
Cathy Cousineau, and 
Diane (Jenson) Edens.

Becky flew in from Florida, 
Diane and Cathy from 
Arizona, and Candy, Donna, 
Judy, Janet, Barb, Sherry, 
and Mary from Minneapolis. 
The Minneapolis group had a 
dreadfully unpleasant several 
hour delay in the plane at the 
Minneapolis airport. However, 
we eventually all got to Texas 
with smiles on our faces and 
checked into the Drury Hotel 
on the Riverwalk in San 
Antonio, Tex. 

 We enjoyed the breakfast and event drinks and light meal each day at the 
Drury. All the other hotel guests wanted to join our fun, loud, laughter-filled 
table. The rooms were great, too.
 During our first evening 
we walked to the River Walk 
and enjoyed a boat ride. Our 
entertaining boat driver catered 
to us. Everything he explained 
he said happened in 1968, 
which made us laugh. We 
didn’t believe him and thought 
he was just teasing us. Upon 
returning home, I searched 
for “San Antonio River Walk 
history.” Under the year 1968 
it stated everything he had 
said: the Hilton Palacio Del Rio 

opened, the Hotel LaPosada opened 
in the Old St. Mary’s Law School on 
College Street, HemisFair ’68 (the 
World’s Fair) is held, and construction 
is completed on the river extension and 
the convention center complex. Who 
knew?

 After our boat ride we went for a drink 
to relax at Rita’s on the River.

 On Saturday we all walked down 
to the Alamo several blocks away. 
Everywhere we went people told us 
they loved our hats. We purchased 

hopper passes for the hop on/hop off bus 
tours. We enjoyed riding on the double 
decker, open-top bus while listening to a 
narrated continuous tour of the city. 
 We hopped off at Market Square, the 
largest Mexican shopping center in the 
city. We shopped and had drinks and 
lunch at Mi Tierra Café. The restaurant is 
festooned with Christmas lights year-round 
and has strolling Mariachi musicians. They 
had a selection of classic Tex-Mex dishes. 
Margaritas come in three sizes: Grande, 
Jumbo, and Liter. I don’t remember which 
size I had, but it was huge and I enjoyed 
every sip. The food was delicious, and we 
had a great time.
 Sunday, we split up and went shopping 
in different directions. Five of us went to 
a Historic Arts Village open since 1939. 
It has galleries and shops in one square 
block offering unique art by local and regional artists featuring oil paintings, 
sculptures, watercolors, metal art, rock art, textiles, copper wares, pottery, 

jewelry, stained glass, and 
regional fold art. Janet had a 
great idea that we all copied: she 
purchased a charm bracelet and 
added a Texas charm. We’ll add 
at least one charm of each city or 
state we visit in the coming years.
 During our last night in San 
Antonio we all wanted to have a 
nice dinner on the River Walk. 
We selected this restaurant but 

were disappointed when 
they put our table of 10 
up against a brick wall, 
under a pigeon-covered 
bridge. Half of the group 
had a view of an old 
brick wall, the other half 
had a view of the River 
Walk. I enjoyed the food 
and drinks but not the 
pigeons. We still laughed 
a lot and had a wonderful 
evening of companionship 
with the girls we went to 
high school with over 45 years ago. It seems like it was only yesterday.
 We have already reserved our rooms for next winter’s girls’ getaway in Fort 

Myers, Fl., Captiva Island 
at the Tween Waters Inn. 
A dozen FHS 1968 girls 
will be attending. We 
are buying sun hats for 
our next girls’ getaway 
on the Florida beaches. 
Adventure is waiting. A 
walk on the beach is good 
for the soul. Life is better 
in flip flops.

Left to right: Candy, Donna, Becky, Judy, and 
Janet

Left to right: Barb, Sherry, Mary, and Cathy

Left to right, seated: Janet, Judy, Diane, 
Becky, Sherry, Candy, Mary, Barb, Cathy, 
and Donna

Left to right, kneeling: Judy, Becky, 
and Diane; standing: Mary, Candy, 
Barb (back) Donna, Janet, Sherry, 
and Cathy

FHS 1968 1st Annual Girls’ Getaway on the riverwalk at the Drury Hotel, San Antonio, Texas
February 21−24, 2014
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COrrECTiOn TO JulY iSSuE
Submitted by Mary & Al (Bud) Turenne

In the picture of Nick Knatiuk’s “Smoke Shop” Baseball Team on page 8 of 
#69, July 2014 FHS Alumni Newspaper, the back row, second from left is 
not Noel; it is Art Turenne, Sr. Noel was his younger brother. Art Turenne, 
Sr., was the International Falls iceman for years. He had three children, 
two who are still living. His three children are: Art Turenne, Jr. (deceased), 
Jeanne Turenne Senftner, Al (Bud) Turenne.

Anecdotes and 
Advertising

Bits, Blurbs and 
Biographies

Comedies, Collections 
and Crafts

Ditties and Diaries
Exultations

Family Fun, Family 
History,  

Family Feuds,
Families in the Falls in 

the  
Forties and Fifties 
(and other years :-)

Gardening and 
Gallivanting

Historical Highlights
ideas and interests

Jokes and Jests
Kids and Keepsakes
loves and losses

memories and 
musings

news of now (and 
Then…)

Obsessions and 
Opportunities

PHOTOS, Poetry and 
Prose

Quests, Quibbles and 

Quarrels
reminiscences and 

recipes
Stories and Songs

Triumphs, Tragedies 
and Travels

untold History
Vacation Highlights
words of wisdom

eXpectations
Yarns, Yearnings and 

Yammerings
Zen Moments

First Grade Funnies
Second Grade 

Silliness
Third Grade Theatrics

Fourth Grade 
Fickleness

Fifth Grade Foibles
Sixth Grade 
Sensations

Seventh Grade 
Secrets

Eighth Grade Elations
Freshman Follies
Sophmore Socials

Junior Jaunts
Senior Spotlights 

SHArE YOur STOriES!
Your Alumni Newspaper would love to publish YOUR news!

Send us your:

Please include with your submissions:
Full Name, FHS Class of ????

Names of people in photos
Caption information for photos: date, place, event

Inspiration for sharing...if any?

Submitted by Duayne Johnson

 Thursday, August 14 saw the resumption of the Purple Pride Golf 
Scramble. Purple Pride is a designated fund of the Falls Education Foundation, 
supporting co- and extracurricular activities of School District #361. The Purple 
Pride Golf Scramble is the major fundraising event to raise monies. Speech, 
band, chorus, athletics as well as many others that fall into the category of  
co- or extracurricular, and would be eligible to apply for and receive grant 
funds to improve their activity.
 This year, 38 coaches and students joined volunteers and committee 
members to help with the scramble. Some worked on the course, others in 
the kitchen, and still others pitched in before and after the event to help keep 
things running smoothly. A big thank you goes out to those folks. Thanks also 
go to the many businesses and individuals giving donations, sponsors, and 
team players who made the event a success!
 Twenty-one four-person teams took to the links in support of Purple 
Pride. Event winners were determined by a draw of cards as we had a tie. 
Winners pictured are the Johnson-Gordon team; Steve and Liz Johnson, 
Ross Johnson, and Kevin Gordon. Tying them were the Edward Jones team 
consisting of Mike and Jill Katrin, Brenda Dault, and Bill Mason. Many prizes 
and drawings were handed out following a great meal prepared by Jim Black. 
Thank you, Jim, for donating your time and talents. 
 So we are back! Mark your calendars for August 13, 2015. We have booked 
this date for next year. Come out and enjoy an evening of golf, fellowship, and 
good times for a even better cause: raising money for our students and their 
activities.

PurPlE PriDE GOlF SCrAmBlE
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From Adele Ramsey McDonnell, Class of ’50
Hurray! for the recent online Issue of the Falls Alumni Newsletter. It is concise, 
well-written, and works so nice with the click of the dial on my mouse. More 
important is that it is there. Being a snowbird, the newsletter did not always find 
me. Thanks to David Thomas for getting me connected.

From Jean (Keyes) Larson
Thanks so much—you do a great job and we look 
forward to each issue!

From Mary K. Prank
Thanks for all your hard work! Such a fabulous job!

From Linnea Peover
I always enjoy the newsletter—keep up the great 
work!

From June Pulicicchio
I want to acknowledge the passing of my long-time 
friend and nurse, Iris Watson, who moved here from 
California some years ago. She was my first nurse 
in Littlefork for my tonsils a long time ago.
 Also, I have an interesting love story that came out of International Falls 
many years ago—in fact, in the early 1920s in Vince Pulicicchio’s family. His 
grandfather Emil Bernadini came here and had a job as a sweeper in the mill. 
He came without his wife and daughters because he did not have enough for 
their passage. It took him seven years to gather the funds for her trip to join 
him. In the meantime, she had lost their sons in Italy but had two daughters, 
Angeline and Margaret, teenagers. When she arrived, they were united after 
the long separations and had Fernanda. They all lived in the Falls. This 
grandfather and I had many visits, and he was a remarkable man. He told me 
he wanted me to marry Vince, and he would give me a wonderful wedding 
present. My daughter to this day has the lovely Canadian bone china he gave 
us from his small salary.
 Thank you so much for all you do.

From Barb Parkin, Class of ’51
To my old friends in the Falls: I’m doing A-OK. Trying to kick this cancer thing. 
I do have a car license that promoted me in the Class of ’51. It reads 051-GNL. 
I am now the GENERAL of the CLASS OF 1951! Whoopee! Be happy! Life is 
short.

From Brice Leullen
Thanks so much for our FHS paper. You folks do a great job, and we graduates 
are so fortunate to have people like you to keep them coming. Again, thanks.

From Inez (Chrislock) Caple, Class of ’46
Thank you so much for this great paper!! It is enjoyed by me and my brother, 
Don Chrislock, Class of ’48. At our age—well, you never know! It’s nice to keep 
up with all the news.

 A little news from me—I have four boys and one girl. I have 12 grandkids 
and 23 great-grands. These wonderfuls keep me going. I have a great 
apartment—close to most all I need. I wish I could get to the Falls, but I don’t 
travel far anymore. I have osteoarthritis. It’s the pits. But you gotta live with it! 
Oh, and by the way, I have been a widow for 31 years. Good wishes to all.

From Barbara McDowell
You did a fantastic job with the alumni newspaper!

From Ron Simons, Class of ’61
Just received my issue and enjoy reading about our 
Falls High School alumni. Many good memories 
were made, and I still get to International Falls 
several times a year, as my brother and family are 
still there. I usually get to the 4th of July festivities 
and see a few of my classmates.
 I am looking forward to the 2016 reunion (our 
class’s 55th). I remember singing in an alumni choir 
during past All Class Reunions. I hope they do it 
again!

From Art Vansickle
I enjoy the newsletter. Nancy Gustaphson (my wife) often talked about her 
schooling there and friendships in those days. She moved, with her family, to 
Wadena and graduated from high school there in 1950. She passed away in 
May 2011. She had been back to International Falls on a couple of occasions, 
so I got to meet a few alums during those visits. We moved to California after 
retirement. Four of our five children had moved here before us, so what would 
we do?
 I was born and raised in northern Minnesota, on a farm near Warren, so 
I still have good memories of those days and go back on occasion to revisit 
those das. Still have relatives in the area to reminisce with.

From Val Shepard, Class of ’54
Missed by 60-year reunion earlier this month. Looking forward to the next 
issue!

From Sue and Stuart Nordquist
Thanks to the Falls Education Foundation board members. Welcome, Alicia. 
Keep up the good work. You make a huge difference. There is no work more 
valuable than for kids—for education, for our community.

From Jan Anderson Budris, Class of ’63
Thank you so much for the great FHS Alumni Newspaper! I enjoyed especially 
the article on Bronko, written by Tony Nagurski.
 I have my own Bronko story. While helping Mrs. Bronko, Eileen Kane 
Nagurski, with her dry cleaning order, I misspelled Bronko’s name. I wrote 
Bronco instead of Bronko, and the beautiful Mrs. Nagurski corrected me on the 
spelling.

nOTES FrOm Alumni 

Alumni news BOOK rEViEw
Are you an author with a book you’d like reviewed? Are you an avid reader who would like to review books?

The Alumni News would like to print a regular BOOK REVIEW feature in every issue.   
If you are interested in participating in any way, please let us know:

fhsalumninews@gmail.com or PO Box 933, Int’l Falls, MN  56649.
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Submitted by Duayne Johnson, Class of ’62
 August 24 marked the 10th annual Johnson brothers fishing outing. Each 
year the Johnson brothers—Sam ’59, Duayne ’62, Richard ’65, Dan ’70, and 
Robin ’71—get together with two other “wannabes” Paul Koski ’65 and Mike 
Weum, who would have been a ’71 grad had he not moved to Duluth and 
attended dreaded 
Duluth Cathedral.
 Every other year we 
either fish on Rainy 
Lake or Lake of the 
Woods. We get in a 
couple days of fishing 
and then get in a 
round or two of golf.
 This year happened 
to be the Rainy Lake 
year, and we chose 
to do something a 
little different. We 
rented a houseboat 
from a local vendor 
and spent three days 
fishing the east end 
of Rainy. We found a 
great site on Duckfoot 
Island in Saginaw 
Bay.
 During our first 
afternoon we were 
able to catch enough 
fish for our planned 
fish fry, and the pressure was off. That turned out to be a good thing because 
during the next two days the wind blew so hard it was difficult to hold the 
fishing boats on the reefs. That led to several games of cribbage to determine 
this year’s champ, and I can’t say who was the winner because everyone else 
would feel bad.
 

Because the wind prevented us from spending our time fishing, we started 
looking for other things to do besides playing cribbage, eating, and general 
BS. That led to an interesting discovery. Some chose to walk the island to 
stretch out and see what was about. Because of the high water this spring 
and summer, quite a bit of debris was washed up on the store. Brother Dan 

happened across a 
plastic film container 
wrapped in tape. Inside 
be found a note and 
a one dollar bill. The 
note had a name and 
telephone number 
inside. The note 
was also dated and 
asked that if ever the 
container was found 
to contact the person 
who was responsible 
for it being there. It just 
so happens that the 
note was written by 
Brent Bocnuk, Class 
of ’82.
 I spoke with Brent, 
and he said that one 
evening, while on his 
way to Kettle Falls, he 
threw the film container 
off the side of his boat, 

never thinking it would 
be found. However, 

two years and three months later it was. Brent also said that he threw another 
“Message in a Bottle” in 1978 in the north arm of Rainy, but it has not had any 
response so far. It’s probably in Hudson Bay by now.
 We did have another great get-together this year and look forward to many 
more. Year in and out, Lake of the Woods produces more Fish, but there is no 
comparison to Rainy in beauty and the wilderness environment it provides.

JOHnSOn BrOTHErS FiSHinG TriP

From left to right: Mike Weum, Paul Koski ’65, Duayne Johnson ’62, Richard Johnson ’65, Sam Johnson ’59, 
Dan Johnson ’70, and Robin Johnson ’71.

lABElS AnD BOXTOPS rEDEEmED 
FOr SCHOOl SuPPliES

 
Clip the coupons off some of your favorite products.  

when you’ve saved a pile, drop them off at west End Elementary in 
the Falls, or your local school office.  

it’s that easy!  There are dozens and dozens of products that 
carry these redeemable points now.  For complete lists, visit 

labelsforeducation.com and boxtops4education.com  
it’s not just soup and cereal anymore!  

Thanks for participating.  
Every little thing contributes to keeping our schools strong!

lEmOn-BluEBErrY 
CrEAm PiE

From Jan Anderson Budris, Class of ’63

1 cup sugar
3 Tbsp cornstarch
1 cup milk
3 egg yolks, beaten
¼ cup butter
1 Tbsp finely shredded lemon peel
¼ cup lemon juice
1 8-oz. container of sour cream
2 cups blueberries
9” baked pastry shell

In a saucepan, combine sugar and cornstarch. Add milk, egg yolks, butter, 
and lemon peel. Cook and stir over medium heat until thickened and 
bubbly. Cook two minutes more. Remove from heat, sir in lemon juice. 
Refrigerate until cool. Stir in sour cream and blueberries. Pour in pie shell. 
Cover and chill about four hours. Enjoy!
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1. Paper Doll - Mills Brothers 
2. Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin’ - 

Bing Crosby 
3. As Time Goes By - Rudy Vallee 
4. Oklahoma! - Alfred Drake
5. I’ve Heard That Song Before - 

Harry James with Helen Forrest 
6. Sentimental Lady - Duke Ellington 
7. Don’t Get Around Much Anymore 

- The Ink Spots
8. That Old Black Magic - Glenn 

Miller 
9. Stormy Weather - Lena Horne
10. Taking a Chance on Love - 

Benny Goodman

11. Sunday, Monday or Always - 
Bing Crosby 

12. Comin In on a Wing and a 
Prayer - The Song Spinners

13. There Are Such Things - Tommy 
Dorsey 

14. You’ll Never Know - Dick 
Haymes 

15. Pistol Packin’ Mama - Al Dexter 
& His Troops 

16. I Had The Craziest Dream - 
Harry James

17. In the Blue of the Evening - 
Tommy Dorsey

Popular Songs of 1943

Submitted by Howard Grinsell, Class of ’78
I was going through some of my dad’s (Bill Grinsell ’47, deceased 2013) 
keepsakes and found this picture. The names listed below the photo were 
handwritten by my dad on the back of the 8.5” x 11” photocopy I found and are 
accurate to my knowledge.
 I played football in ’77 and ’78 with five of the last names in the picture; 
Nick Kochaniuk ’77, Tom Turry ’77, Bill Johnson ’78, Kent Koerbitz ’78, and 
Don Villalta ’78, and graduated with eight of the last names in 1978, and knew 
many many more.
 I find it interesting they had duplicate number jerseys on the team. I don’t 
know if they were some of the Junior Varsity/B-team members. They might not 
have even had a second team back then.
 We used to ask my dad what position he played, and he always said, “Left.” 
Then we’d have to ask him “left what?” to which he’d reply, “Left out.”

 Scratch Jorgenson was my hockey coach in the Squirt and PeeWee 
leagues.
 We went square dancing at the Library and Leonard Gordon was the 
“caller.”
 Milt Kochanuik became the Sheriff. My three brothers and I lived right 
across the street from the jail, courthouse, and the sheriff’s house growing up 
and became friends with their four boys.
 There are many memories that are evoked by this picture, some that are 
probably only meaningful to me. It seems more relevant than ever to recall and 
revisit these memories.

1943 FAllS FOOTBAll TEAm

1943 Sports Facts
World Series - NY Yankees d. St. Louis Cardinals (4-1)
Stanley Cup - Detroit d. Boston (4-0)
Wimbledon - Women: Not held (World War II) Men: Not held (World War II)
Kentucky Derby Champion - Count Fleet
NCAA Basketball Championship - Wyoming d. Georgetown (46-34)
NCAA Football Champions - Notre Dame (9-1-0)
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Alumni 
“rECiPE BOX”
                  We know there are a lot of SECRETS in Borderland...

      KITCHEN SECRETS!
             Please share your long-treasured,  

                                     family recipes with the FHS Alumni News.

                While you’re at it, tell us a little story  
               about how that favorite dish plays a role in the history  

         (and modern history) of your family.

Funny?  Touching?  Disastrous?   
We know food plays a part in all the dramas  

(big and small) of our lives. 

We look forward to your submissions!

We hope this will become a regular feature of 
your FHS Alumni News.

Janet Tveit Aprill, Class of ’74, was awarded the Southern Atlantic Center for Veterans Education and Training 
(SACVET) Female Veteran of the Year in Columbus, Ga.
 Janet is very involved with community service. She enjoys working with our veterans, children, and the 
community as a whole. As the commander of American Legion Post 35, Columbus, Ga., she encouraged the 
Legion, Auxiliary, and the Sons of the American Legion to host programs such as bringing our Tuskegee Veterans 
Hospital patients to the post for dinner, karaoke, and dancing. These activities allowed the veterans time away from 
a hospital setting.
 Janet is the Chairperson for Cancer Awareness Month. She has hosted fundraisers and donated all 
proceeds to the John B. Amos Cancer Center. She created the “Gong Show,” Singing for the Babies. All donations 
for this project were presented to the Children’s Miracle Network at the Neonatal Ward at the Columbus Regional 
Hospital. Janet has also been the president of the Columbus Out-Patient Clinic for the VA clinic. Veterans and 
children always come first with Janet.
 She has volunteered at the Southern Atlantic Center for Veterans Education and Training., 30th Avenue 
Elementary School teaching students the meaning of our flag, multiethnic projects and purchasing a set of school 
supplies for every student enrolled. She assist the Legion with all their programs which include Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner, Christmas Day dinner for all our veterans who do not have families, Easter Day dinner, and 
Father’s Day brunch.
 Janet is an excellent role model for our military community. She believes and practices that we should give 
wholeheartedly to others.
 Janet is the daughter of Lorne and Marlys Tveit of Jameson Addition, International Falls, and lives in 
Phoenix City, Ala. She is past Commander of Legion Post 35, Columbus, Ga.

FEmAlE VETErAn OF THE YEAr

Janet Tveit (left) presented award by 
Vanessa Williams, 3rd District Unit President 
of the American Legion, Columbus, Ga.

iS YOur SuBmiSSiOn miSSinG?
We are so grateful for all the fun, interesting stories and pictures submitted 
by our readers.  THANK YOU!!  If you sent something, and don’t see it in 

this issue, rest assured it will be published in the next issue.
We were overwhelmed by the number of AWESOME submissions we 

received after our last issue!   Keep them coming!  If we can justify 
increasing our production to FOUR issues each year, we will! There are so 

many amazing and wonderful stories to be told by our own FHS Alumni. 
We look forward to helping you keep your connections to HOME.

iT’S GOOD TO HAVE A PlAn!
ClASS OF 1965 

Planning Committee needs Help
The FHS Class of 1965 will celebrate their 50th Class Reunion in 2015, 

and the planning has begun!

Please send your most up-to-date mailing address, 
and your email address to:

Joann (Patineau) Dornhecker at lacey24@frontier.com, or
Barb (Corrin) Rud at magrarud@yahoo.com

Any and all ideas for EVENTS would be most welcome. 
If you have a preference for the weekend BEFORE or the weekend 

AFTER the 4th of July, please let us know!

Thanks, and we look forward to hearing from as many of our 
classmates as possible.  Spread the word!

  

rEuniOn GrOuPS, TAKE nOTE!!
We NEED your up-to-date MAILING LISTS! Information about the 

upcoming ACR will be best distributed with an accurate list of addresses 
and emails.  PLEASE submit your updated lists to  

fhsalumninews@gmail.com or mail to  
Falls Alumni, PO Box 933, Intl Falls, MN 56649

THANK YOU!!
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ClASS OF 1979 rEuniOn
Submitted by Barb (Lynch) Johnson
The Class of 1979 held their 35-year reunion on Saturday, June 28, 2014, at the Thunderbird Lodge in International Falls. It was filled with dancing to a DJ, food, and 
of course, beverages. A good time was had by all!

Sandy Holenko, Barb Lynch Johnson, Dora Bannert, Mary Lemieux, Patty 

Miller Pavleck, and Cheryl Anderson Bocnuk

Row 1 – Front: Dean Dehart, Leanne Lindberg Hardy, Patty Miller Pavleck, 
Tina Grinsell Stackpole, Janis Zeipen Koerbitz, Tony Blais, Pat Arnold. Row 
2 – Paul Bender, Sandy Holenko, Cheryl Anderson Bocnuk, Barb Lynch 
Johnson, Denise Ramnes Nevanen, Ginger Cook Bauer, Lisa Maki Bacon, 
Mary Lemieux, Dora Bannert, Kim Leeman Wiskow, Mike Baron. Row 3 – Tom 
Gedney, Bob Manka, Paul Nevanen, Sue Sontorovich Vergona, Patti Riley 
Helgeson, Pam Coleman Taylor, Brent Bacon, Robin Grill, Mark Trompeter, 
Dan Johnson, Bob Mason, Bill Mason. Row 4 – Back row: Tony Johnson, John 
Cann, Todd Pavleck, Mike Walls, Mike Worth, Thor Einarson, Tom Hardy, Les 
Kluge.

Bob Mason and Sandy Holenko

John Gust and Tom Cann

Dancing!

Leanne Lindberg Hardy, 

Tony Johnson, and Tom 

Gedney

Mary Lemieux and Kim Leeman Wiskow
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Jim Amidon
Howard Arch
Misty Bahr 
Bob Bateman
Jeanne Blais
David Blake
Joe Crotty
Gary Davison
Aldo DeMarchi
Bill Dougherty
Derek Dowty
Kevin Dowty
Amy Erickson
Ann Erickson 
Peter Fichuk
Ron Foyt
David Frank
Nicole Friend
Oliver Gilchrist
Jerry Ginter
Jim Glowack
Brandy Griffith

Wayne Haglund
Doyle Hartje
Kion Hoffman
Bill Howard
Roger Jerome
Arlys Johnson
Kathy Johnson
Phil Johnson
Donald King (declined)
Charlie Kocinski
Laurie Kohler
Kim Kostrow (declined)
Janet Larson (declined)
Bob Laurion
David Laurion
Dick LaPage
Jim Lundquist
Mike Mannausau
Hal Mirka
Howard Nevanen
Pat O’Brien
Dick Ostroot

Pete Peterson
Fred Pulicicchio
Jessie Reed
Tom Riley
EJ “Buck” Riley
Jim Rolando
Bob Rompre
Bruce Schmidt
Lori Schmidt
Ted Thompson
Elmer Walls
Tim Wegner
Jerry Wherley
Bob Youso
1946 Football Team
1955 Track Relay Team
1962 Hockey Team
1966 Hockey Team
1972 Hockey Team
1972 Girls Track Team
1977 Football Team
1980 Volleyball Team

1981 Volleyball 
Team
1988 Girls’ 
Basketball Team
1993 Football 
Team
2005 Football 
Team
The Dirty Dozen 
Band
Football-Boys
Softball-Girls
Baseball-Boys   
Golf-Boys 
Speech
Basketball-Boys 
Golf-Girls 
Swimming-Boys
Basketball-Girls 
Hockey-Boys 
Swimming-Girls
Cheerleaders 
Hockey-Girls 

Track-Boys
Choir 
Knowledge Bowl 
Track-Girls
Cross Country-Boys 
National Forensic 
League 
Volleyball-Girls
Cross Country-Girls 
National Honor Society

BrOnCO ATHlETiC HAll OF FAmE nOminEES FOr 2015    
Italics indicates new nominee since 2014 voting

Falls High School Activities Department
Beth Shermoen, Athletic Director 218.283.2571 x110
Lori Rae Jorgenson, Admin. Asst. 218.283.2571 x103
1515 – 11th Street, International Falls, MN  56649-2188

inTErnATiOnAl FAllS HiGH SCHOOl  ATHlETiC HAll OF FAmE BAllOT
Candidates for induction into the Bronco Athletic Hall of Fame must satisfy the qualifications in one of the following categories:
A. All inductees must, during and following their career, have exemplified the pride and spirit that is Bronco Athletics
B. Categories:
1. Player: An athlete that has excelled in athletics and has been out of school for at least ten (10) years.
2. Coach/Director/Advisor: A coach/director/advisor that has made a positive impact on the Bronco Athletic Tradition and has been out of coaching/directing/
advising for two (2) or more years.
3. At Large: A member of the school or community that has made a significant impact to Int’l Falls High School Athletics.
4. Team: Any team that has made a significant impact on Bronco Athletics including, but not limited to, district, section and state championship teams.
Nominees Name:  _______________________________________
Category:   _______________________________________
Your Name:  _______________________________________
Your Address:  ________________________   Phone: ______________________
   ________________________   E-mail: _______________________

Send to:  Bronco Athletic Hall of Fame
   c/o Beth Shermoen
   Int’l Falls High School
   1515 11th St.
   Int’l Falls, MN 56649
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Dated Nov. 3, 1970. “Thirty-three little girls became Brownies Tuesday during a Brownie Investiture Ceremony.”

SHArE YOur PHOTOS!   Your Alumni Newspaper would love to publish YOUR PHOTOS!

Falls alumni Bob Baron, Ralph Rognerud, and Betty Nordlum Gerlach, all 
Class of ’63, pictured with Bob’s recent purchase of a 1956 Chevy.

Post office steps, 1946. L to R: 
Nancy Kerry, 3 years old; June 
Kirvan, 4 years old; Susie Kerry, 
5 years old.

June Kirvan’s 9th birthday party, 
1951. L to R: June Kirvan, Class of 
’60; Nancy Kerry; Jean Frederickson; 
Susie Kerry; Linda Heibel, Class of 
’60.

Did You Know?
1963 - Films included The Birds and The Great Escape and popular 
TV programs “The Virginian” and “Lassie.” Ladies’ fashion clothes and 
hairstyles included fur boots and towering hair-dos for evening wear. In 
music, the beginning of Beatlemania after they release “I Want To Hold  
Your Hand/I Saw Her Standing There” and “Meet the Beatles.”
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SHARLEEN RAE ADLEFF, CLASS OF ’60, was born Oct. 5, 1941, in Erie, 
Pa., to Rudolph and Signe (Aho) Adleff. Shar said she had experienced 
five great adventures in her life—her final adventure ended at her home in 
Baker City, Ore., after a short battle with cancer.  Shar attended school in 
International Falls traveled the world, loved to hunt, fish, camp, pan for gold, 
and skydive. She had a heart of gold and was always helping those in need. 
She helped several young people with funds to start their college education. 
Shar worked for Boeing in Everett, Wash., for 35 years and was named 
Supervisor of the Year.  Shar lived her life her way. Shar is survived by her 
brother, Jon (Mickey) of International Falls; her sisters and brothers-in-law, 
Karen and Jack Wilson of International Falls. Jacquie and Joe Manselle of 
Welches, Ore., and Becky and John Sirois of International Falls and Florida; 
and many nieces and nephews.

BRUCE LARRY ANDERSON, 77, CLASS OF ’54, of Grand Rapids, passed 
away Wednesday, July 9, 2014.  He was born Aug. 28, 1936, in Minneapolis, 
and grew up in Winton before moving to International Falls during high school, 
where he met and married his wife, Gloria (Sawchuk). Bruce graduated from 
high school in 1954, Carleton College in 1958, and Bowdoin College in 1964.  
Long-time residents on Rainy Lake, Bruce and Gloria moved to Grand Rapids 
in 2006 to be closer to their children and grandchildren.  Bruce was one of 
the founding instructors at Rainy River State Junior College, where he taught 
mathematics until his retirement in 1995. He was well known for his difficult 
exams and folding his papers “the long way”, as well as his active involvement 
with the faculty association.  He was preceded in death by his parents, Verna 
and Harry Anderson; in-laws, Thelma and Bill Sawchuk; and five poodles.  He 
is survived by his loving wife, Gloria; son, Dan (Sandy) Anderson; daughter, 
Cheryl (Brent) Bocnuk; grandchildren, Grady, Aspen, Bill, Benji and Lacey; 
sister, Gail (John) Carlson; brother, Craig (Marge) Anderson; and his poodle, 
Tango.

DEBORAH ANN (BALASKI) WERNER was born April 1, 1951, in International 
Falls.  Debbie went to be with her Lord and Savior Saturday, Oct. 11, 2014, 
with her loving family by her side.  Debbie was a 1969 graduate of Falls High 
School. After graduation, Debbie moved to Seattle, Wash., and lived with 
her aunt Helen and uncle Paul, and began working at the Evergreen State 
Bank where she worked for two years, returning back to International Falls 
in 1971.  Debbie then started to work for the Associated Loan Company for a 
short time. She then went to work full time at the State Bank of International 
Falls until 1973.  Debbie was then diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in 1973. 
She had to stop working due to health reasons.  In 1974 Debbie resided at 
Falls Nursing Home and later transferred to Northome Nursing Home where 
she met the love of her life, John Werner. Debbie and John married Feb. 20, 
1982, and lived together in Northome for 30 years before moving to Big Fork, 
Spruce Lodge in 2008.  Debbie had a strong will to live. She had amazing 
faith in God. Her many passions were her family, friends, fellowship, shopping, 
writing letters, and receiving mail and pictures.  She was an avid sports fan of 
the Minnesota Vikings and Twins, and her love for Tiger Woods and Johnny 
Cash.  Debbie was one to always make sure everyone was okay. She loved 
all the loving staff at the Spruce Lodge. She enjoyed the little treats of Border 
Bar pizza, walleye and venison from her brother Frankie on his visits.  Debbie 
was preceded in death by her loving parents, Frank and Ella (Miner) Balaski 
Sr.  Debbie leaves behind two brothers, Frank Balaski Jr., International Falls, 
and Richard Balaski, Warroad; former sister-in-law, Kris Everett; nieces, Lynde 
Mettler (Brad Hopke), Laura Hilliard (James) and nephew, Jon Balaski, all 
of International Falls; great-nephews, Cody Mettler, Gavin Loveless, Noah 
Hilliard; great-niece, Maddy Mettler; and loving friend, Joyce Thompson.

ELSIE G. BASTERASH, 97, mother of FHS alumni Tom ’59 (Carolyn) and 
Patty ’64 (Mike) Layton, passed away on June 26, 2014.  Elsie graduated 
from Duluth Central High School and studied voice at Duluth State Teacher’s 
College. She later attended UND in Grand Forks, N.D., for further studies. On 

January 28, 1939, she married Thomas C. Basterash at Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church, Duluth, Minn.  In 1943, they moved to Grand Forks, N.D., and later 
moved to Fargo, N.D. She was active in the Fargo-Moorhead Women’s 
Chorus serving as President.  In 1956, they moved to International Falls, 
where she belonged to Zion Lutheran Church. She taught Junior Confirmation, 
Release-Time Education one year, and directed music for Bible School for two 
years. She was active in the Band Mother’s Club and served as President. 
She enjoyed many years as a member of Tuesday Musicale and served as 
President for two years. She was a director for the Border Concert Association 
for three years and Vice President one year. She taught voice lessons 
for several years. She was also a member of the Falls Memorial Hospital 
Auxiliary. She was preceded in death by her parents, her brother and her 
husband Tom in 1992. She is survived by her son Tom, her daughter Patty, five 
grandchildren, and 10 great-grandchildren.

DONALD “POOTS” BURBAS, 64, CLASS OF ’67, of Metamora, Mich., 
formerly of International Falls, died June 8, 2014.  Donald was born Oct. 12, 
1949, in International Falls, to parents Donald and Juel (Palmquist) Burbas. 
He graduated from Falls High School, Class of 1967. Don served his country 
proudly in the United States Army. He married Sandra Cantrell on July 7, 1987, 
in Lapeer, Mich.  Don was a senior project manager for General Motors for 29 
years, working right up until his death.  Don loved work. He loved duck and 
goose hunting. In more recent years, he would rather spend time sitting in the 
woods enjoying the camaraderie of family as much as the hunt. Above all else, 
Don loved his children and grandchildren.  Mr. Burbas is survived by his wife, 
Sandra Burbas of Metamora, Mich.; children, Christine Lowis of Lapeer, Mich., 
Jacob Burbas of Orlando, Fla., Jason (Genavieve) Burbas of Metamora, Mich., 
and Kali Burbas of Lake Orion, Mich.; three grandchildren, Matt Lowis, Hunter 
Burbas and Tyler Burbas; sister, Kris Schwartz of Minnesota; and his nephews, 
Dusty Schwartz and Nick Schwartz.  He was preceded in death by his parents.

ALICE (KAWULIA) CAIN, 74, CLASS OF ’58, of Prior Lake, Minn., (formerly of 
Iron Mountain, Mich., and International Falls) passed away suddenly Sunday, 
June 15, 2014, at Fairview Ridges Hospital, Burnsville, Minn. Her family was 
with her.  It was a beautiful summer day in Fort Frances, Ontario, on June 
4, 1940, when Nicholas and Mary (Mycak) Kawulia celebrated the birth of 
their beautiful baby girl, Alice Kawulia. Alice was the youngest of six, and she 
loved all of her siblings. She especially enjoyed spending time with her older 
brothers. She looked up to them, and they were always looking out for her. Her 
childhood wasn’t easy, but it gave her the fighting spirit that served her well 
the rest of her life.  When Alice was 11 years old she moved to International 
Falls to live with her sister, Helen, and her husband, Al, and their children. It 
was during junior high and high school she met her two best friends, Laurie 
and Linda, and both of their families considered Alice to be like a daughter.  
Alice attended Falls High School. She met a great group of girls, and they 
all became Forever Friends who still meet regularly for lunch and reunions. 
Alice graduated in 1958. After high school, she worked for her brother-in-law 
at United Propane.  It was at a house party that Alice first met the love of her 
life, Ed Cain. Ed was sitting on the front steps when Alice arrived at the party. 
He serenaded her with a guitar (even though he didn’t know how to play) and 
sang a Buddy Holly song for her. Alice just rolled her eyes, but she soon fell 
in love with him. Alice and Ed attended dances during their courtship and 
danced throughout their marriage.  The two exchanged wedding vows Jan. 6, 
1962 (Ukrainian Christmas Eve). Alice and Ed were blessed with two beautiful 
daughters, Beth and Kristin.  As a family, the Cains enjoyed many camping 
trips over the years. They would go camping as a family every summer. Alice, 
Ed and her girls would also make many voyages to Duluth for shopping trips. 
Alice would spend the whole day in Target looking for bargains. Some trips 
they ate both lunch and dinner in the store.  As their girls were growing up, 
Alice and Ed worked hard to provide a good life for them. In the fall they would 
go ricing together; Alice was “the poler” and Ed was the “ricer.” Their ricing 

FinAl FArEwEll

Final Farewell Continued on Page 15
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even paid for a family trip to Disney World one Christmas.  As a couple, Alice 
and Ed enjoyed going to “dance club” and playing cards with other couples.  
Once the girls were both in school, Alice got a job as a preschool teacher. 
She loved her work and all of the children she taught. She was always telling 
stories about her preschoolers; she thought of them as her own children.  
Eventually Alice went back to school and earned her child development 
certificate. She eventually was offered her dream job teaching preschool at 
St. Thomas Catholic School. Unfortunately, she was only able to do this for a 
short time, as the Cain family relocated to Iron Mountain for Ed’s work. It was 
then that she began working for Headstart. They spent the next 23 years in the 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan where they enjoyed golfing and hosting visiting 
friends and family who came to stay.  In 2000, Alice’s life was turned upside 
down when she had a massive stroke, but she didn’t let it get her down for 
long. She worked to regain her speech and coordination. She and Ed began 
taking trips such as Hawaii and New York and spending a few months in 
Arizona each winter.  In 2009, Ed and Alice moved to Prior Lake, Minn., to be 
closer to their family. Alice rarely missed her grandkids’ hockey games, school 
events or dance recitals.  Alice was a compassionate woman who showered 
everyone she met with love. Alice was determined, creative, organized and had 
a great sense of humor. She will always be remembered for her feisty spirit.  
Alice will be missed deeply by loving her husband, Ed Cain; daughters, Beth 
(Larry) Crosby and Kristin (Will) Cayo; grandchildren, Tyler, Chloe, Sophie and 
Ethan; brothers, Mitch (Jay) Kawulia, Peter “Smoke” Kawulia and Nick Kawulia; 
niece, Nancy (Mike) Biondich and their sons, Pete (Kendra) and Tom (Amber); 
other loving relatives and many friends.  Alice was preceded in death by her 
parents; infant son, Timmy; and siblings, Helen Kawulia and Willie Kawulia.

DONALD LEE CARRIER, 84, of International Falls, passed away Wednesday, 
July 16, 2014, at Rainy Lake Medical Center.  Don Carrier was born in 
International Falls Dec. 5, 1929, to Alice and Lee Carrier. He spent most of 
his life right here in northern Minnesota, except for a brief period in Yakima, 
Wash., when he attended high school.  He was united in marriage to June R. 
Smith and together they happily raised three sons and one daughter.  After 
June’s passing, he was blessed to meet Suzanne Tollefsrud. They spent 14 
years together in Ranier, Minn., where they were often spotted sitting on the 
front porch enjoying the sunset. Daughter Annie and son Bud and families 
were wonderful additions to the family.  He worked at Boise for 38 years.  Most 
people would tell you he was a renaissance man. In his early years he loved 
to trap, fish, hunt, and play a game of cards or two. Periodically, Don could 
be found zipping across Rainy Lake in a homemade wind sled. Eventually his 
love of family had him swapping that hobby for snow machines.  One month of 
every summer was spent in a one-room cabin in Hitchcock Bay (Rainy Lake). 
He’d still work his shift at Boise Cascade and the family would light a bonfire 
to guide him home, once he found his way in the dark through the Brule. Later, 
he and his best friend, Yogi Blais, shared a love of flying float planes along 
with his oldest son, Dennis.  The hunting shack on the Sheepranch Road was 
a special place for Don to be with his sons. He enjoyed building deer stands, 
mowing grass, keeping up the shack, as much as hunting deer.  Nothing 
brought him joy quite as much as anything to do with family. He was thrilled to 
become a grandparent and great-grandparent many times over.  Don and Sue 
enjoyed traveling, spending winters in Gulf Shores, Ala., playing cards, horse 
shoes, and puzzles. He loved to visit with his snow bird friends, telling jokes 
and collecting shells on the beach.  He was truly a great man, yet humble. Don 
was always true to his word and was loved and respected by all. He was a 
devout Christian and we know Jesus has taken him by the hand. To know Don 
was to LOVE him.  Don was preceded in death by his parents, Lee and Alice 
Carrier; wife, June R. (Smith) Carrier; and step-son, Bud Fisher.  He is survived 
by his wife, Suzanne Carrier; sons, Dennis (Kathy) Carrier of Peru, N.Y., Wayne 
(Diane) Carrier of Gillette, Wyo., and Mark (Mara) Carrier of International 
Falls; daughter, Sherry (Steven) Gunberg of Steamboat, Colo.; step-daughter, 
Ann (David) Bzdok of International Falls; brothers, Duke (Rose) Carrier of 
Marysville, Wash., Tom (Holly) Carrier of Clarkston, Wash., and Jack Lynch 

of International Falls; sister, Beverly (Brian) Bergman of Atikokan, Ontario; 
daughters-in-law, Patricia Fisher of Omaha, Neb., and Jill (Dwight) Wait of 
Duluth, Minn.; grandchildren, Lee (Susie) Carrier of Rondona Beach, Calif., 
Lynn Carrier of Washington, D.C., Carlee Carrier of Peru, N.Y., Jason (Allison) 
Barry of Woodbury, Minn., Lisa (Brent) Gunberg-Wartner of Minneapolis, 
Minn., Pat Carrier of Fairbanks, Alaska, Ben Carrier of Anchorage, Alaska, 
Danielle Carrier of Big Lake, Alaska, Chantill (Joe) Roberts of Leesburg, 
Va., Nesha Graham of International Falls, Cassie (David) VanWatermulen of 
Minnesota, Brent Bzdok of International Falls, Sean Fisher of Mankato, Minn., 
and Jessica (Ross) Pearson of Esko, Minn.; 22 great-grandchildren; MANY 
close friends and relatives.

DOROTHY FAY CHRISTENSEN, 91, died Sept. 10, 2014, at the Good 
Samaritan Society-International Falls.  She was born in Loman on Oct. 
2, 1922, were she grew up.  She was employed by Schultz’s Bakery and 
Falls Memorial Hospital.  She was a member of First Lutheran Church and 
the Ladies Aid, and Borderland Humane Society. She had a great love for 
animals.  Dorothy is survived by her nieces, a nephew, and many friends.  She 
was preceded in death by her parents, Leslie and Gertrude; three brothers, 
Stanley, Virgil and Lowell; two sisters, Gladys and Myrtle; and nephew, Marvin 
Christensen.

KAREN LUCY COLE, 71, of International Falls, was called home on June 
10, 2014.  She was born on Aug. 4, 1942 at Thief River Falls, Minn., to Riley 
and Mildred Parduhn. She grew up around rural Warroad, Minn., until moving 
in 1953 to Dells, Ore., where she graduated from high school. Karen later 
moved back to Warroad in the summer of 1961.  On April 14, 1962, the former 
Karen Parduhn was united in marriage to her childhood friend Belmer Cole. 
They settled in International Falls where they made their home and raised 
their family.  Karen had a lifetime love for music; she gave piano lessons for 
numerous years and also led two musical groups, Quartet One and Sunshine 
at Rainy River Community College. Karen was also well known for playing 
numerous instruments in various bands at nightclubs around the area.  She 
was an active member of Zion Lutheran Church and a Past President of the 
Minnesota Musicians Union.  Her hobbies included snowmobiling, fishing, and 
bowling. She also loved making her famous perogies and cabbage rolls.  She 
was preceded in death by her parents.  Survivors include her husband, Belmer 
Cole of Int’l Falls; son, Tony Cole (Terry Wood); daughters, Penny Cole-Jensen 
and Gretchen (Todd) Coulombe all of Int’l Falls; grandchildren, Jessica Cole-
Frarck, Jake Jensen, Justin Jensen, Kyle Askey and Luke Lundemo; great-
grandchildren; Domanyc and Dayne Larson.

CATHERINE “BABE” ESTHER CRANDALL, 88, of Bemidji, Minn., died 
Wednesday, June 4, 2014, at Goldpine Home, Bemidji.  Cathy was born April 
5, 1926, in Hillman, Minn., the daughter of John and Esther (Pettis). She was 
raised in the Sugar Bush, Minn., area near Big Lake, Minn., until she was 8 
years old.  During a couple moves, she attended Beltrami County Schools 
through fourth grade, Menahga Public School in fifth grade. In sixth grade, she 
moved to Grand Rapids, Minn., where she continued and graduated from high 
school June 2, 1944.  She married LeRoy Crandall on June 3, 1944, in Grand 
Rapids. They moved to International Falls where they raised their children. 
She was always active doing things to help the family out.  She canned much 
of their food from their vast garden and also used it to barter for goods. She 
sewed most her daughters’ clothes, so well that they preferred them to store 
bought clothes. She was also a fantastic cook and baker. She baked cakes 
for all occasions; weddings, birthdays and special events, the cakes she 
created were works of art.  They bought lake property on Big Lake in 1972 
and to help pay for it, she worked for a time for Ric Jig Tackle in the Falls.  Big 
Lake became a central place for family and friends to get together. They even 
divided it into lots and gave each child a place to be. They eventually moved 
there after LeRoy retired.  She enjoyed old-time dancing and really enjoyed 
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Submitted by Doris Braaten Porter
 We celebrated our 50th class reunion from FHS for three days: July 10–12. 
On July 10, we met at Sha Sha for lunch. There were over 35 classmates at 
Sha Sha, and it was a fun time seeing each other again. For some it had only 
been five years while it had been 50 years for others. The day was beautiful, 
and we sat outside and enjoyed Rainy Lake.
 Friday evening there were many who showed up for dinner at Lenards, and 
then we went to the bar to enjoy our “Girls’ Night Out” party. We had to change 
it to the “Boys’ and Girls’ Night Out” because we had a few guys join us—and 
we loved it. There was a lot of laughter and stories that night.
 

 Saturday evening was the reunion party at The Thunderbird, another 
beautiful day, and we didn’t mind the sandbags around the decks or the docks 
under water—we still had an awesome time. The event room looked fabulous 
and the food was great, and we all looked like we were 18 again—or so we 
thought. The Reunion Band was terrific and we had our own Chuck Lepper to 
sing for his classmates.
 Thanks to the committee—Janis Corrin, Doris Braaten, and Carol 
Frederick. They did an awesome job. We had a great turnout—70 classmates 
and 38 guests—and they all were enjoying looking back at our wonderful years 
at FHS and International Falls. It was a great place to grow up.

Class of ’64 committee: 
Doris Braaten, Janis 
Corrin, and Carol 
Frederick.

ClASS OF 1964 50TH ClASS rEuniOn, JulY 10–12, 2014

Class picture: 1st row – Chris Kucera, Carol Frederick, Marit Kucera, Mary Kay Plank, Liela Vellieux, Ruthie Perling, James Asleson, Glenn Hendrickson, Ray Moon, 
Ralph Rostie, Peggy Bahr, Jo Westvik, Patty Basterash, Betty Lepper, Nancy Davey, Melvin Gushulak, Linda Bryan, Dave Lindgren, Larry Baron, Steve Nelson. 2nd 
row – Janet Flaa, John Bruggeman, Mike Anderson, Ralph Miller, Doris Braaten, Dennis Gable, Janet Ettestad, Kathy Hogan. 3rd row – Jerry Harris, Leo Dugas, 
Russell White, Cheryl Abley, Karen Johnson, Kathy Weir, Patty Eklund, Carol Tweeter, Diane Haglund, Joanie Nelson, Kim Thompson, Barbara Glubka, Norma 
Leseman. 4th row – Art Holt, Mary Lou Epley, Marlys Aasen, Sharon Swenson, Judy Helmer, Randy Gawtry, Larry Roche, Pat McKibbage, Pat Donahue, Janis 
Corrin, Robert Jornlin, Dwight Wegner, Chuck Lepper, Jean Chowan, Einar Johnson, Bruce Anderson, Jean Swanson, Linda Makinen, Jimmy Carlson, Les Eklund, 
Mike Williams, John Gouin, Karen Peterson, Joan Mann.

“Girls’ Night Out” – 
Betty Lepper, Kathy 
Hogan, Marlys Aasen, 
and Cheryl Abley.

The boys at 
“Girls’ Night Out” 
– Kip Narbo, 
John Gouin and 
Dennis Gable.

Class of ’64 
enjoying 
Sha Sha.
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want to view this October 2014 
Alumni newsletter online?  

Go to: www.fhsreunion.org at the top of the screen and 
apply for a password for newsletter access.

     re-create memorable moments by 
copying group poses from your High 

School days!  

The Alumni news looks forward to 
publishing your pics!  

“PHOTO 
OPPOrTuniTiES: 

CElEBrATinG “66”
Submitted by Charlene Jensen
Eleven Class of ’66 friends spent the first weekend in August 2014 celebrating turning 66. The group has previously reunited to celebrate turning ages 50 and 60 
together. Some traveled from Texas, Nevada, and other Minnesota cities for the occasion.

Front L-R: Linda McHarg Lepper, Patty Murray Christensen, Nancy Larsen Blazina, Shirley Swenson Schmidt, Sandra Daugherty Morigeau, Debbie Brekke 
Gushulak. Back L-R Susan Hilke Johnson, Carol Nelson Pavleck, Charlene Anderson Jensen, Kathy O’Leary Larson, Georgiann Biondich Perrine.

Top 20 Songs of 1966
1. “Ballad of the Green Berets” 

-SSgt. Barry Sadler
2. “Cherish” - The Association
3. “(You’re My) Soul and 

Inspiration”  
- The Righteous Brothers

4. “Reach Out I’ll Be There” 
 - The Four Tops
5. “96 Tears” - ? & the 

Mysterians
6. “Last Train to Clarksville” 
 - The Monkees
7. “Monday, Monday” - The 

Mamas & the Papas
8. “You Can’t Hurry Love”
 - The Supremes
9. “Poor Side of Town”  

- Johnny Rivers
10. “California Dreamin’” 
 - The Mamas & the Papas

11. “Summer in the City” - The 
Lovin’ Spoonful

12. “Born Free” - Roger Williams
13. “These Boots Are Made for 

Walkin’”- Nancy Sinatra
14. “What Becomes of the 

Brokenhearted”  
- Jimmy Ruffin

15. “Strangers in the Night” 
 - Frank Sinatra
16. “We Can Work It Out”  

- The Beatles
17. “Good Lovin’” - The Young 

Rascals
18. “Winchester Cathedral” 

The New Vaudeville Band
19. “Hanky Panky” - Tommy 

James and the Shondells
20. “When a Man Loves a 

Woman” - Percy Sledge
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square dancing with LeRoy, as well as singing and playing her harmonica with 
LeRoy on guitar. She loved to do anything outdoors: Camping, gardening, deer 
hunting, swimming and shooting guns were fun to her but above all, she loved 
fishing.  In her less mobile years, she crocheted hundreds of doilies as gifts 
to family and friends.  Her kind and gentle spirit and the twinkle in her eye will 
be warmly remembered by all her family and friends.  She is survived by two 
sons, Lee (Emily) Crandall of International Falls and Larry (Carol) Crandall of 
Saginaw, Minn.; two daughters, Sherren (Duane) Foss of Walker, Minn., and 
Shelleen “Shelly” (Chuck Anderson) Crandall of Bemidji; 12 grandchildren; 
22 great-grandchildren; a great-great-grandchild on the way; a sister, Donna 
(Bud) Olean of Carlton, Minn.; three sisters-in-law, Vi Bachman of New Prague, 
Minn., Melva Bachman of Dennison, Texas, and Donna Bachman of Virginia, 
Minn.; and numerous nieces and nephews.  She was preceded in death by her 
parents; her husband in 1987; three brothers, Herschel, Clifford and Lloyd; a 
sister, Beatrice; an infant brother, Cecil; and a granddaughter, Tanya Crandall.

LEE JOHN CRANDALL, 69, of International Falls, died on Aug. 30, 2014, at 
Essentia Health Center at Duluth, Minn., after a courageous battle with cancer.  
Lee was born June 12, 1945, in Grand Rapids, Minn. He was the son of Leroy 
and Catherine (Bachman) Crandall. They moved shortly after Lee was born 
and took up residency in International Falls.  Lee was united in marriage to the 
former Emily Nyborg on Feb. 14, 1970.  He worked various jobs throughout his 
career including banking, Rig Jig Tackle, Boise, Falls Lumber, and retired from 
the school district in 2007.  This man was an expert angler, a serious hunter, 
and an excellent marksman. Lee had amazing eyesight. He was an incredible 
artist, craftsman, woodworker, painter, and a bit of a perfectionist. Known for 
his steady hand, he made calligraphy look easy. He was very outgoing and 
always kept a positive attitude even when things seemed hopeless. His family, 
children, and grandchildren were extremely important to him. He was also 
well known for his warm smile and exceptionally bright blue eyes.  He was 
preceded in death by his parents.  Survivors include his wife Emily Crandall 
of International Falls, sons; Keith Crandall of International Falls, Kevin (Missy) 
Crandall of International Falls, and Kerry Crandall of Winter Park, Colo./
International Falls, grandchildren; Cooper, Carson, and Krista Crandall, 
brother; Larry (Carol) Crandall of Saginaw, Minn., sisters; Sherren (Duane) 
Foss of Walker, Minn., Shelleen “Shelly” (Chuck Anderson) Crandall of Bemidji, 
Minn. He is also survived by numerous nieces and nephews.

CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL CROW, 30, CLASS OF ’02, of International Falls, 
died on Aug. 19, 2014, at Roseau, Minn.  Christopher was born on Aug. 30, 
1983, in International Falls. He was a lifelong resident of International Falls and 
graduated from Falls High School in 2002. Christopher worked for Polaris in 
Roseau.  His main joy in life was his five-year-old daughter Jaycie. He loved 
the outdoors, ATV riding, fishing, and hunting, especially deer hunting at the 
family shack. Christopher always had a smile on his face and was a very joyful 
person. He lived his entire life here in International Falls. He had just started a 
new life in Roseau, working at Polaris on the side by the ATV line. Christopher 
had plans to make a home in Roseau. He was a member of St. Thomas 
Catholic Church and was a past member of the Minnesota Deer Hunters 
Association.  Christopher was preceded in death by both of his grandmothers, 
Lois Crow and Beverly Crane.  He is survived by his daughter, Jaycie Marie 
Crow; parents, Greg and Brenda Crow of International Falls; brothers, 
Andrew (Jana) Crow of International Falls, George Crow of International Falls; 
grandfathers, Dr. George M. Crow of International Falls, Ralph E. Crane of 
Loman; several aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, and many cousins.

DANIEL J. CULLEN, 73, of Dallas, Ga., died Sept. 14, 2014, after a brief battle 
with cancer, surrounded by family.  He is survived by children, Daniel J. (Jo 
Anne) Cullen and their children, Valerie, Cody, Alannah, and Daniel (Joey); 
and daughter, Heidi Cullen (Chad Liston) and Antonio of Wyoming, Minn. He 
is survived by brothers John (Sandy), Lawrence (Sharon), Timothy (Kathy), 
Terrance (Beverly), and sister Kathleen (Paul) Thompson, and sisters-in-law 

Nancy Cullen and Alice Cullen, and former spouse Erika (Hans) Feierabend.  
He was preceded in death by his parents, John and Ellen (Nellie) Cullen; 
brother, Patrick Cullen; and longtime companion, Donna Schuster.  Dan 
grew up in International Falls.  He loved the sport of hockey and moved to 
Rochester, Minn., to play for the Mustangs and work for IBM.  He retained his 
love of sports, and particularly hockey, his entire life. He enjoyed watching 
his many nephews, nieces and grandchildren in their sports activities.  Dan 
spent the last 13 years living with his son near Atlanta, Ga. He enjoyed being 
involved in the life of his son’s family.

HELEN T. (LUND) ENqUIST, 88, CLASS OF ’43, died Jan. 3, 2014, at her 
home in Ely.  She was born Aug. 12, 1925, in International Falls to Edward 
and Estella (Paananen) Lund. Helen grew up on the family farm in Beaver 
Township and attended primary school in Ray, before completing high school 
in International Falls. She was united in marriage in 1963 to George Enquist. 
George and Helen made their home in Ely, where they lived for the past 50 
years.  Helen worked as an executive secretary in the International Falls 
school system before moving to Ely and raising her two children. She was an 
avid reader, and remained fluent in her native Finnish language throughout 
her life. As the daughter of Finnish immigrants, Helen was keenly interested 
in her Scandinavian roots. Her love of Finnish culture and travel brought her 
to the 1952 Summer Olympic Games in Helsinki, Finland. In her later years, 
Helen enjoyed gardening and spending time at the family cabin on Burntside 
Lake in Ely, where she was quite famous for her elaborate Jell-o salads. Helen 
was a gentle, loving wife and mother, and will be sadly missed by all who 
knew and loved her.  She is survived by a son, Edward (Lynne) Enquist of 
Plymouth, Minn.; a daughter, Linda (Kent) Enquist-Vandenbranden of Ely; and 
two grandchildren, Zachary and Emily Enquist of Plymouth, Minn.  Helen was 
preceded in death by her parents and husband.

SUSAN KAY FRANKO, 59, CLASS OF ’72, of International Falls, passed 
away July 8, 2014, surrounded by family at her home.  She was born Aug. 12, 
1954, at Falls Memorial Hospital. Susan was a lifelong resident of International 
Falls. She graduated from Falls High School in 1972.  She served as the 
Ranier city clerk for several years before becoming the gambling manager 
for the Voyager Snowmobile Club for 20 years.  On July 8, 1972, Susan was 
united in marriage to George Franko at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. They 
were married for 42 years.  Susan loved spending time with her family and 
snuggling with her grandchildren more than anything. Nothing made her 
happier than making them giggle with delight. She also loved the connection 
she and George shared with the love of horses. They loved to go out West 
with many good friends, their “horse peeps.”  She lived a great and full 
life with many adventures. Amongst them were boating, fishing, traveling, 
snowmobiling, motorcycling, and many more. She loved life and brought so 
much laughter and joy to those around her.  Susan is survived by her husband; 
her parents, Roy and Grace Averill; her three daughters, Laurie (Francis 
Talbert) Franko, Sarah (Tyler) Gagne of Fort Frances, Ontario, and Kelly 
(Adam) Kittelson; sister, Lois (Donny) Wellen of International Falls; brother, 
LeRoy (Lois) Averill of International Falls; and grandchildren, Riley, Jaxson, 
Brandon, Morgan, Zakk, Kristen, Kalan, and Layni.

NORMA EOLA (DEPIERO) GRINSELL passed away peacefully in her home 
in International Falls on June 17, 2014.  Norma was born April 20, 1930, in Fort 
Frances, Ontario. She attended Fort Frances High School.  On June 21, 1952, 
Norma married Tom Grinsell and they enjoyed 50 years together.  Norma was 
very active in the church, loved family gatherings, traveling and could beat 
anyone who dared to sit down across the cribbage board from her.  Norma was 
preceded in death by her parents, Angelo and Maria; husband, Tom; daughter, 
Colleen; brothers, Emidio “Bronc,” Gelindo and Albert; and sister, Louise.  She 
is survived by sister, Lil Pihulak; children, Randy (Karene), Tim (Patti), Tracy 
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Brady (Gerald), Don (Gina), Tina Stackpole (John) and Ken (Jen); along with 
17 grandchildren, five great-grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews.  
She was dearly loved and will be missed by many.

ELEANOR M. GUSTAVSON, 92, CLASS OF ’40, of Norway, Mich., formerly 
of International Falls, died Monday, Sept. 15, 2014 at Maryhill Manor, Niagara, 
Wis.  She was born in Fannystelle, Manitoba, Canada, on Jan. 15, 1922, the 
daughter of the late Almer and Louise (Hill) Palas.  Eleanor graduated from 
Falls High School in International Falls in 1940.  She married Nils Gustavson 
on Feb. 6, 1942, in Kahoka, Mo. He preceded her in death May 2, 1984.  
Eleanor worked as a bookkeeper for MD&W Railroad in International Falls, 
Arthur Kruggeil & Co. in Chicago, Ill., and owned with her husband the grocery 
store at Brown’s Corner in International Falls for 30-plus years.  Eleanor 
enjoyed quilting and fishing at Red Gut Bay in Canada. She had a lot of pride 
in serving the Brown’s Corner community, both as a business and as a good 
neighbor.  She is survived by her sons, John (Eunice) Gustavson of Norway, 
and Jim (Linda) Gustavson of International Falls; grandchildren, Deb (Len) 
Switzer, Rick (Shannon) Gustavson, Jenith (Chad Magner) Graves, Dana 
(Destry Gaetzke) Gustavson, Natalie (Bryan) Burmeister, Cindy (Scott) Servis 
and Sandy Harp; 12 great-grandchildren; and three great-great-grandchildren.  
Eleanor was preceded in death by her daughter, Louise Stafne; and sister, 
Betty Chapman.

FRANCES RUTH JACKSON, 97, CLASS OF ’35, of International Falls, died 
Aug. 8, 2014, at Good Samaritan Society-International Falls.  She was born 
Aug. 1, 1917, in Sprague, Manitoba, to Elina and Raymond O’Brien. Frances 
lived in Dennison, Iowa, and Browns Corner before moving to International 
Falls in the 1940s. She graduated from Falls High School in the Class of 
1935.  She was united in marriage to Chester Jackson in 1935. They were 
married for 41 years until Chester’s passing in 1976.  Frances belonged to the 
Zion Lutheran Church. She was active in the alter circle.  She worked at the 
Woolworth for 20 years.  Frances loved to play Bingo and Keno at the care 
center.  She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Chester Jackson; 
brothers, Victor, Floyd, John, Bob and Gene; and sister, Verna Blackford.  
Frances is survived by her son, David (Mary) Jackson of International Falls; 
daughters, Vivian Roth of Fort Frances, Ontario, Linda Parsons of Virginia, 
Minn., and Rita (Ron) Minsaas of Bloomington, Minn.; sister, Janette Squires 
of San Diego, Calif.; 16 grandchildren; many great-grandchildren, nieces, and 
nephews.

KIMBERLY JO MORIN, 25, of International Falls, passed away on Tuesday 
afternoon Aug. 19, 2014, in Roseau.  Kimmy was born on Jan. 23, 1989 at Falls 
Memorial Hospital.  She was employed at Polaris Industries in Roseau, where 
she recently moved with her boyfriend, Chris Crow.  She loved spending time 
with her daughter Jaycie and boyfriend Chris. She also enjoyed spending time 
with family and friends.  Kimmy is survived by her daughter, Jaycie; mother, 
Lavette Morin (Bruce), of International Falls; father Robert Friesen (Terry), of 
International Falls; maternal grandparents, Zona and William “Butch” Morin of 
International Falls; paternal grandparents, Regina and the late Lloyd Friesen 
of International Falls; sister, Ashley French (John Demars), of International 
Falls; nephew, Brady Demars of International Falls; aunts, JoJo “Hoppy” 
Morin of International Falls, Debbie Friesen (James) of International Falls, Pat 
Johnson of Des Moines, Iowa; uncles, William “Skeeter” Morin (Tammy), of 
International Falls, Brian Friesen (Missy), of International Falls, Brad Friesen 
(Michelle), of Blaine; cousins, Tyler Morin of International Falls, Kaylea 
LaRock of International Falls, Brandi Lehman (Adam), of Nashwauk, Minn., 
Nikki Etherington (Eric), of Greenbush, Minn., Holly Morin (Jordan Pensak) of 
International Falls; special friend, Gary Averill of International Falls. Along with 
many more family and friends.

WILLIAM A. MURRAY was born to Patrick Cyclone Murray and Alice 
Croasdale Murray on June 30, 1927, and grew up in International Falls with his 
four sibling, Mavis, Jack, Iris (Tootie), and Robert. He enlisted in the Marines 
during his senior year of high school and served for eight years in Guam, North 
China, US Embassy in Warsaw, Poland, and Camp LaJueune. Bill returned to 
the Falls in late 1952.  The next spring, at daily Lenten Mass, he met his future 
wife, Patricia. St. Patrick’s Day was their first date, in May they were engaged, 
and they married in August 1953. They moved to Minneapolis where Bill 
attended Dunwoody Institute. Daughter Kitty was born in 1955. Son Timothy 
was born in 1961.  Bill started at Ellerbe Architects in 1956, and over the 
years worked as a mechanical draftsman and engineer. He was selected as a 
stockholder at Ellerbe after becoming a Registered Professional Engineer in 
1969. Bill joined ASHRAE in 1978 and served as president of the MN Chapter, 
Retiree Fellow, Life Member, and treasurer. In 1989, Bill was appointed vice 
president at Ellerbe, and in July 1991, retired from active practice.  Later that 
year, the “lake cabin” joint venture began with son Tim and family north of 
Aitkin, MN. Many enjoyable hours were spent year-round at the cabin. Bill 
was always very involved in church and community activities including youth 
hockey, church/school assoc., Knights of Columbus (Grand Knight 1968), 
Meals on Wheels, soup line server, Salvation Army bell ringer, election judge, 
Wilkins Lake Assoc. member, and Eucharistic minister at the Church of St. 
Timothy’s. Bill was very healthy and vigorous throughout his life. Two strokes in 
2005 and 2006 left Bill with some difficulty walking.  Bill is survived and will be 
missed by his wife of almost 61 years, Patricia; daughter Kathleen (mark) Arth; 
son Time (Kim) Murray; grandchildren Brady (Alicia) Murray, Chelsea Murray, 
and Jennifer Arth; sister Iris McManus, and many nieces, nephews, relatives, 
and friends from near and far.

JONATHAN EARL STEVENSON, 42, of International Falls, died Aug. 20, 
2014, at Kabetogama, Minn.  Jonathan was born Oct. 1, 1971 in International 
Falls. He moved to Janesville, Wisc. in 1985 and returned to the Falls in 1989. 
He attended school in Janesville and International Falls.  He loved fishing, 
hunting and being out in the woods. He was a carpenter for Up North Builders, 
drove for Hughes Trucking and worked several years at Green Forest Inc, 
in Littlefork, Minn.  He was preceded in death by his grandparents and wife; 
Loretta Morrison.  Jonathan is survived by his mother, Linda Stevenson and 
step-father Gene Bostian of Janesville WI.; father, Donald Stevenson and step-
mother Gail Sonsteng of International Falls; daughter, Kylee Wodell-Stevenson 
of Calgary, Alberta; step-daughters, Joanie Morrison; grandson, Tristyn 
Morrison; girlfriend Kara Richards; step-children, Layla, Janis, Wally, Joanna, 
and Elizabeth; sisters, Tia Stevenson of Colorado, Mathilda Stevenson of New 
York and Devon Stevenson of Colorado as well as numerous aunts uncles and 
cousins.

ROBERT E. TROMPETER, 88, CLASS OF ’44, of Ranier, Minn., died at 
his home Aug. 29, 2014, surrounded by his loving family.  Robert was born 
Jan. 4, 1926, at International Falls.  He was a lifelong resident of Ranier, and 
graduated from Falls High School with the Class of 1944.  Robert served 
in the United States Navy during World War II.  After returning from the 
service, he was united in marriage to the former Evelyn Otness on Sept. 9, 
1950, at Littlefork Lutheran Church, Littlefork, Minn.  Robert worked for the 
DWP Railroad as a telegrapher. He then went to work for the U.S. Customs 
department and retired as a supervisor for the U.S. Customs in International 
Falls in 1988.  He was a member of Zion Lutheran Church, the Moose club, 
National Active and Retired Federal Employees and a Federal Firearm Safety 
Instructor.  Robert loved fishing, traveling, spending winters in Mazatlan, 
Mexico, Sun City, Bullhead City and Mesa Ariz., staying at the cabin in Rice 
Bay, spending time with family and friends, and being a Papa.  He also 
enjoyed reading and his weekly trips to the Falls library.  He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Evelyn; parents, Elmer and Blanche Trompeter; sister, Betty 
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Danielson; and son-in-law, Rick Olson.  Robert is survived by his son, Robert 
L. (Kathleen) Trompeter and daughter, Susan I. Olson, all of International Falls; 
grandchildren, Beth (Jerrod) Shermoen, Wendy (Brian) Blackman, Sara Beth 
(George) Olson, and Rachel Wendy Marie Olson; great-grandchildren, Jeffrey 
Shermoen, Maria Shermoen, Jonah Blackman, Evan Blackman and Beatrix 
Hild; brothers, David (Barb) Trompeter and Dean (Pam) Trompeter; sisters, 
Ruth Magnuson and Mary (Pat) Whalen; sister-in law, Irene (Ernie) Bergstrom; 
special caregiver, Lori Trompeter; special friends, Joe and Olympia Benassi; 
and many treasured friends.

JEAN ANOLA WALLS, 89, of International Falls, died Monday, June 16, 2014, 
at Rainy Lake Medical Center.  She was born Sept. 28, 1924, at International 
Falls.  Jean was known for her strong faith and involvement in the church.  She 
enjoyed having lunch at the Dairy Queen and also having friends and family 
over to her home for gatherings.  Her hobbies including playing the piano and 
volunteering.  She will be remembered for her devotion to her family and the 
genuine kindness she gave to anyone in need of help.  She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Norman Walls; parents, Edward and Myrtle Pelland; 
sons, Danny, Tom and Bernard; grandson, Shane; sisters, Joy, Alice, Darlene 
and Francis; and brothers, Vernon, George, Leonard and Laurin.  Survivors 
include daughters, Sharon (Bob) Misner, Rita (Jeff) Buchholz and Wendy 

(Roger) Frank; 14 grandchildren; 28 great-grandchildren; four great-great-
grandchildren; sister, Margaret Wick; and numerous nieces and nephews.

DONALD EDWARD WALLS, 81, Class of’ 51, of International Falls, passed 
away July 3, 2014, at Littlefork Medical Center, Littlefork, Minn.  Donald was 
born Feb. 4, 1933, in International Falls, to William and Louise Walls.  He was 
a member of the Loyal Order of Moose, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and 
the American Legion.  Donald loved hunting, bowling, the game of cribbage, 
watching his grandchildren play sports, and spending time at the hunting 
shack. He was also a fantastic cook.  Donald was preceded in death by his 
parents and his brothers, Virgil Krause, Elmer Walls, Norman (Stub) Walls, 
Lloyd Walls, William (Bill) Walls, Lewis (Lewey) Walls, Robert (Bob) Walls, 
John (Jack) Walls and Wallace (Dick) Walls.  Donald is survived by his wife, 
Lillian Walls; daughters, Kim (Don) Schmidtbauer and Tammy Walls (Clint 
Nelson); step-daughter, Robin (Darren) Baumchen; step-son, Jeffrey Kerry; 
grandchildren, Jade (Cindi) Noble, Ryan (Stephanie) Schmidtbauer, Andrea 
(Bob) Harala, Brandon Walls, David Walls (Heather Gould), Dawn-Marie Walls, 
Brandon Richards, Tyler Richards, Marissa Kerry, Joshua Baumchen and Tyler 
Baumchen; great-grandchildren, Payton, Adrian, Colton, Kadenee, Landry, 
Logan, Brody, Kate, Ethan, Dylan and Violet.

FinAl FArEwEll

A nOTE ABOuT “FinAl FArEwEll”
The obituaries you see in this issue were submitted to us by family members of the deceased.  We appreciate the story-like nature of these contributions, 

and would like to invite our readers to tell their loved one’s “Life Story,” or to share a “Celebration of Life.”  We are pleased to include one or more photos, at your 
discretion.  We want to offer you the opportunity to share a little more of the personality and perspective each person brings to life.  Because we are the FHS 
Alumni News, we’d like to include the graduation year of everyone mentioned.  Many of our readers have learned of a classmate’s loss through our publication, 
and had the chance to send condolences. If you have lost a loved one, and want to celebrate their life with this community, please send stories and pictures to 
fhsalumninews@gmail.com or to Alumni News, PO Box 933, Int’l Falls, MN 56649.

Final Farewell continued from Page 19

wHEn iS THE nEXT All-ClASS rEuniOn?
We get this question all the time! The Falls Education Foundation is 

forming a committee to bring the next ACR to the Falls in

2016 
The last three successful ACR’s taught us that we need two full years to 
pull off an event of this magnitude. We are looking for TWO organized, 
motivated, enthusiastic individuals to join Bob Anderson as Tri-Chairs of 
the 2016 All-Class Reunion.  In addition to “chairing” duties, class reps will 
be needed to participate.
willing to help?  Please call: Bob Anderson @ 218-240-4233, Kay 
Herman @ 218-283-4024, Mary Bigler @ 218-286-3102. 
In preparation for the next All-Class Reunion in 2016, we desperately 
need to update all of our class lists.  These lists haven’t been updated in 
our master database since the last ACR in 2007, and we know there have 
been MANY addresses changes in that time.  
Class reps:  PLEASE send your most recently updated list of names, 
addresses and those you know are deceased to kaherman@midco.
net, or mail the information to Falls Education Foundation, PO Box 933, 
International Falls, MN 56649. (If your graduating class doesn’t have an 
“official” Class Rep, we’d appreciate someone from each class offering 
to help track down as much updated information as possible.  You will 
be contributing to the success of our next ACR, and you’d also have 
our deepest gratitude!) We look forward to another great All-ClASS 
rEuniOn for FAllS HiGH SCHOOl in 2016!

EnJOYinG THE Alumni nEwS?

 Please check your mailing label for information about your 
most recent subscription contribution.  The date and amount 
are noted on the top line.
 
Subscription donation coupons are located on the inside back 
cover of every issue.
 
SNOWBIRDS:  The post office is no longer saving or 
forwarding bulk mail.  If you wish to share your winter 
address, we’ll make sure your February issue reaches you in 
a timely manner.  Thanks!

EmAil ADDrESS FOr SuBmiSSiOnS 
TO FHS Alumni nEwS 

fhsalumninews@gmail.com
Please submit your stories and pictures (high resolution & jpeg format)  

to this new email address for all upcoming issues. 
Submissions may also continue to be sent to: 

PO Box 933, Int’l Falls, MN 56649
We look forward to hearing from you!
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Submitted by Tony Nagurski
This is a continuation of the Bronko Nagurski article published in the July 2014 
issue.

11 may 1944 - Target: mulhouse/Belfort - lotterhos Crew
 On the previous day, the group had put up a maximum effort against 
an airfield at Diepholtz only to have the mission scrubbed after becoming 
airborne because of extremely poor assembly weather over England. On 
this date, however, Mulhouse Airfield in southern Germany, near the Swiss 
border, was chosen as the target. At 0630 hours, 23 aircrews were briefed 
with Major Keilman of the 579th Bomb Squadron as Command Pilot in 
BrOnKO nAGurSKi /552  and Lt. Col. Loren Johnson, 392nd Bomb Group 
Commander as assistant Command Pilot in A/C 615 leading the effort. The 
following is a reimagining of what happened that day, based upon the facts 
gleaned from research:
 Lt. Roy Lotterhos was in the left seat and Major Keilman was in the right 
seat, with Sgt. Thompson standing between them. Roy’s eyes scanned the 
instruments in front of him as he began to run up the engines, checking the 
magnetos and that the props would feather. He sensed his engineer next to 
him and knew that he was also checking the gauges. Major Keilman set down 
his clipboard beside his seat, glanced at the tower, and saw the light flash 
green. Roy checked the brakes, eased the throttles forward, and listened to 
the engines rev up to max RPMs. Major Keilman had his hand behind the 
throttles to support them until they could lock them down. The roar of the 
engines was deafening. He released the brakes and the 30-ton airplane 
lumbered forward.
 As the big plane began to pick up speed, the engineer began to call out the 
speed to the pilot: 40 . . . 60 . . . There was a slight vibration coming from the 
nose wheel that we had noted on our last landing and it started to get worse.   
8 . . .
 Roy knew he would be taking some weight off the nose wheel and the 
vibration should stop. BAm! The front of the plane shook violently, like he had 
just run into a truck. Suddenly the front of the plane fell away from them, and 
something slammed into the console. As he felt it go, he instinctively pulled 
back on the yoke but nothing happened. Instead of looking down the center 
line of the runway, he was pitched forward and was staring at the runway 
directly in front of the airplane. He heard a loud screeching noise above 
the roar of the engines. Automatically, he yanked the throttles back to the 
idle position, almost smashing Major Keilman’s hand, which was behind the 
throttle levers. At the same time they both stood on the brakes. They were still 
headed down the runway but drifting slightly left. His first instinct was to keep it 
straight on the runway, but they were the lead ship, so they had to get clear of 
the runway or they would have to abort the mission. Despite their headphones, 
he could hear the screeching even louder because it no longer was competing 
with the engine noise. Sgt, Thompson was pitched forward against Major 
Keilman, and was leaning on the controls. The plane was slowing but not fast 
enough for Lt. Lotterhos’ comfort. With all the screeching and scraping, there 
must have been sparks below them. They had 2,600 gallons of fuel. If that 
ignited, they were all goners. He looked to see where they were headed, and it 
seemed to be clear. He just wanted to get that baby stopped.
 He had no idea how effective it would be, but he shifted his pressure to the 
left brake and the plane began to turn left. Then he released the brakes to 
make sure they made it off the runway. He didn’t see any obstacles they would 
hit. As they crossed onto the dirt, the screeching stopped and it changed to a 
scraping noise. Then he saw the ditch. He stepped on the brakes again. Major 
Keilman automatically hit the crash bar, which cut off the magneto switches 
and power to all the engines. They were almost stopped when they hit the 
ditch hard and came to a halt. Major Keilman hollered, “Evacuate! Evacuate!” 
into the intercom, and the horn was beeping twice—the bailout signal. Roy did 
a quick mental check: Engines OFF. Fuel pumps OFF. What else? They had 
4,000 pounds of bombs and 2,600 gallons of fuel. Get the hell out!
 As he put his foot on the step and boosted himself up through the ceiling 

hatch, Roy didn’t see 
anyone else in the forward part of the plane, so everyone else was out. Hope 
they are all out of the back. Number 3 engine was stopped. Good. They had to 
slide down the fuselage, and he didn’t want that prop turning. Keilman hit the 
ground and cleared out of the way for Roy to jump down.
 As he hit the ground, he could see that the nose wheel had collapsed, 
which was later discovered to be a common problem for the B-24, and they 
had ploughed a furrow of dirt. The front of the plane was destroyed, and 
the bombardier’s position appeared to be wiped out. The nose turret looked 
smashed. The tail was sitting high and the rear hatch door was hanging down, 
and he could see some of the crew running away from the aircraft. They got 
far enough away in case it would blow, and the crash trucks rolled up with all 
the emergency personnel. Just then, A/C 615 roared past about 50 feet away 
and lifted off. Wow! Roy had never been this close to a runway to see a fully 

loaded 24 lift off under full power.
 Lt. Zolomy appeared and advised Roy that everyone was out with only one 
minor injury. Great!
 It was their last mission and it was screwed up! We have a near-death 
experience, and we won’t even get mission credit!
 BRONKO NAGURSKI had flown 11 missions, been lead ship on five of them, 
and always got its crews home safely, but it would never fly again. It would 
now be used for spare parts to keep the other planes flying.
 Bronko received a letter from Andrew Patrichuk, the navigator, in 1983, 
but he never got to hear any of the combat stories about the crews or the 
plane. Bronko didn’t relate to the high-fives, dances, spikes of the ball, and 
fist pumps of today’s athletes. It was the brave young men who gave their all, 
whether in the air, on land, or on sea, to help keep us free that were his true 
heroes.
 Tony Nagurski is currently writing a book about this plane, the missions, and 
the brave young men who flew it.

70 Years Ago . . .
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SHArE 
YOur 

STOriES!
Your Alumni 
Newspaper 

would love to publish 
YOUR news!

Front row, L to R: John Lovejoy, Ray Harala, Red Wegner (Captain), Harold Mirka, Julius Urban. Back row, L to R: Bob Steinmetz, David Heritage, Edward Carlson, 
Ronald Laurion, Aldo DeMarchi, Coach Fred Williams. To the best of my knowledge, all members of the above group are deceased except Harold Mirka. Photo 
submitted by Harold Mirka.

1942–43 FAllS HiGH BASKETBAll TEAm

HOw muCH THinGS 
COST in 1943 

Average Cost of new house 
$3,600.00 

Average wages per year 
$2,000.00 

Cost of a gallon of Gas 15 cents 
Average Cost for house rent 

$40.00 per month 
Bottle Coca Cola 5 cents 

Average Price for a new car 
$900.00

Did You Know?  
in 1943...

 Following American involvement in the war manufacturers around the US 
became as efficient at producing war machines as they had been producing 
other goods with companies like Ford and GM managing to change from 
cars to bombs and aircraft engines and at the same time due to the number 
of men overseas fighting the war using more women for manufacturing a 
total of 18 million women were employed. 
 Due to shortages America sees it’s first rationing. 
 Italian and German forces surrender in North Africa as the war in Europe 
starts to turn the Allies way. 
 The Glenn Miller Orchestra provided the most popular music of the time. 
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send your $10 donation to:

SnOwBirD?  
Winter Address: __________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Dates at this address: _____________________

Alumni nEwSPAPEr
SuBSCriPTiOnS & rEnEwAlS

Please note: issue #71 is started 
and is in need of contributions! 

Deadline: January 15, 2015
 - earlier even better!

Send information to: Alumni newspaper
P.O. Box 933

international Falls, mn 56649   
or email: fhsalumninews@gmail.com

Thanks
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FHS Alumni newsletter
Box 933 - Home of the Broncos
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non-Profit Org.
u.S. POSTAGE

PAiD
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PErmiT nO. 67

NEWS AND PHOTOS FOR ISSUE #71 
SHOULD BE IN BY JANUARY 15, 2015
(EARLIER EVEN BETTER!)

Alexander Baker Kindergarten Band, 1931
(1) Anna Mae Parsons, (2) Larry Beach, (3) John Lovejoy, (4) unknown, (5) Tommy Torseth, (6) unknown, (7) unknown, (8) Robert Rauscher, (9) Adrienne Allen, (10) 
LaVonne Oien, (11) uknown, (12) unknown, (13) Betty Dolachuk, (14) Corinne Enhelder, (15) Delores Erskine, (16) Jerry Sullivan, (17) Nadine Jorgenson, (18) Billy 
Phaklides, (19) James Lee, (20) Mary Louise Hadler, (21) Edward Carlson, (22) Harold Mirka, (23) Renee Tive, (24) Bonnie Tweeter, (25) Lois Lenhart, (26) Frances 
Synkiew, (27) Philip Christianson, (28) Philip Agnew, (29) Dorothy Evans, (30) Ronald Laurion, (31) Lily Ann Reich, (32) unknown.   Photo submitted by Harold Mirka.


