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Alumni newsletter
Falls High

Cornerstones   

news from the 
Falls Education 

Foundation
by Karen Shickell

TL

NEW!  ~ MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITY ~
SUPPORTING ACADEMIC 

EXCELLENCE IN DISTRICT #361
 The Falls Education Foundation Board 
of Directors is offering a new opportunity 
to support our mission through annual 
membership.  Simply fill out the form on 
this page, include your donation, and mail 
to the address indicated.  Please note that 
an annual donation of $50 or more includes 
a complimentary copy of this newsletter.  
FEF members will be listed here, along 
with our regular list of donors for memorials 
and honorariums.  We hope our supporters 
find this a convenient way to contribute 
and support academic excellence in our 
schools.
  

GrAnTS
 The granting session for the 2013-14 
school year was a true pleasure.  Board 
members approved $ 17,403.43 in requests 
from district staff members.  All age groups, 
and all subject matters are considered, 
and the board was pleased to be able to 
provide full funding of all requests this 
year!  These funds are provided, fulfilling 
our mission of enhancing educational 
opportunities for our students.  A full listing 
of items provided can be found on page.

nEw EmAil ADDrESS
FOr SuBmiSSiOnS

TO FHS Alumni nEwS
 fhsalumninews@gmail.com 

 Please submit your stories and
pictures (in jpeg) to this new email
address for all upcoming issues.
Submissions may also continue to be
sent to: PO Box 933, Int’l Falls, MN 56649
 We look forward to hearing from you!

FHS Alumni nEwSPAPEr, inTErnATiOnAl FAllS, minnESOTA - #68 - FEBruArY 2014 
www.fhsreunion.org • http://facebooknews.fhsreunion.us
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DOnATiOnS to the FAllS EDuCATiOn FOunDATiOn   June - December, 2013 

DOnATiOnS to the PurPlE PriDE FunD  June - December, 2013
In honor of PunKY STADum:  
Duayne Johnson

In honor of ClASS OF 1948:  
Class of 1948

In memory of “BEAr” HOllEr:  
Sharon Platisha

In memory of Al JEnSEn:  
Sharon Platisha

In memory of Bill luCACHiCK:  
Vickie (Lucachick) Phillips

In memory of Bill DOuGHErTY:  
Janet Schultheis, June Dougherty

In memory of All DECEASED 
ClASSmATES, ClASS OF 
1948:  Class of 1948

In memory of JAKE SAnTinE:  
Barbara Santine

In memory of KATHlEEn rilEY:  
Punky Stadum

In memory of mArY Ann 
laFOnD:  Bob & Carol Anderson

In memory of rOn lAuriOn:  
Punky Stadum

In honor of BOB & PHYlliS 
BAHr’S 50th AnniVErSArY: 
Allen & Gail Rasmussen

In honor of Jim & lOu 
BArTKOwSKi’S 50th 
AnniVErSArY:  Allen & Gail 
Rasmussen

In honor of Orin & BETTE 
SimOn’S 5Oth AnniVErSArY:  
Brian & Maggie McBride

In honor of TErrY & SHirlEY 
BurnS’ 50th AnniVErSArY:  
Gordy & Kathy Dault, William & 
Marlene Wagner, Allen & Gail 
Rasmussen, Dick & Sheryl 
Peterson, Robert & Pamela 
Peterson

In honor of mArCiA STEwArT’S 
BirTHDAY: Kay Herman, The 
Birthday Club

In memory of Al JEnSEn: Brian & 
Maggie McBride

In memory of ATHEnA 
(PHAKliDES) GlEnniE:  George 
Glennie

In memory of BEn OSTmAn:  Ed 
& Alice Cain, Denis & Joan Axen, 
Laurie Skifstrom

In memory of BETTY JAnE 
wEnBErG:  Allan & Mary Russell

In memory of Bill DOuGHErTY:  
June Dougherty, Kathleen Oveson

In memory of CAmmY (COOPEr) 
DiTTArO:  Gordy & Pat Ettestad, 
Chris & Lori Raboin,

    Jim & Mary Bigler
In memory of CArOl (TESSiEr) 
SulliVAn:  John & Karen Wilson

In memory of DAn SYKES:  Ryan 
Rud

In memory of DAVE laBEllE:  
Red Hattitude Kats

In memory of DECEASED 
ClASSmATES, ClASS OF 1943:  
Harold Mirka, Betty Branham

In memory of DECEASED 
ClASSmATES, ClASS OF 1968:  
FHS Class of 1968

In memory of DErEK lESSArD:  
Robert & Pamela Peterson

In memory of DOn CHOwAn:  
John & Karen Wilson

In memory of DOnAlD PFEiFEr:  
John & Karen Wilson

In memory of DOnAlD urBAn:  
Taffy Walls, Gordon & Patty Bahr

In memory of DOriS nOVOTnY:  
Jon & Florence Knutson

In memory of JOE GrOwETTE:  
Jan Budris, Alex & Connie Gross, 
Lynn & Diane Courteau, Dick & 
Bonnie Edwards, Debbie Growette

In memory of JOn nElSOn:  
Kenneth & Cheryl Henrickson, 
Sandy Plummer, Betty Blankman

In memory of JOn rEinErS:  
Thomas & Clara Hardy

In memory of KAY (BErGSTEDT) 
CirPinSKi:  Bob & Carol 
Anderson

In memory of KYlE OlESTAD:  
Violet Johnson, Brian & Maggie 
McBride

In memory of lArrY rOGnEruD:  
John & Karen Wilson, Brian & 
Maggie McBride

In memory of lOiS BrEKKE:  
Sandy Plummer, Norm & Karen 
Boyum, Karen Basaraba

In memory of lOiS (HOllEr) 
THOmPSOn:  Sharon Platisha

In memory of mArGE HOPFnEr:  
Michael & Barbara Rud

In memory of mArlYS 
HAuGlAnD SimOnSOn:  Gordy 
& Pat Ettestad

In memory of mArY JO 
GErlACH:  Brian & Maggie 
McBride

In memory of niCK KAnTOS:  
Brian & Maggie McBride, James 
& Carol Wherley, Gordy & Pat 
Ettestad, Will & Joyce Marvel

In memory of PHYlliS KAViuK:  
Robert & Pamela Peterson, Bob & 
Carol Anderson, Sharon Platisha, 
Brian & Maggie McBride, Bob & 
Jean Houska

In memory of TErrY l. KAlAr:  
Jim & Mary Bigler

In memory of ViCKiE (COSTlEY) 
TrASK:  Karen Aklestad

DOnATiOnS:  Mary Aufderheide, 
Gordy & Kathy Dault, Mary 
Fullmer, Lady Elks,  Janet 
Schultheis

wEST EnD ElEmEnTArY SCHOOl
~ Grades 5 - 6, LIBRARY - 17 Books - student requests, new sets, adding to 
old sets 
~ Grade 5 - 30-tray Cubby, Double Unit Shelf  
~ Grade 6 - SMART Document Camera, 8 Books - Boy themes, Block 
printing supplies for the MN Booklet project, “Better Behavior” supplies, 
resource materials        

wEE and FES
~ Grades K – 2, ESL - Early learning math/reading games and cds 
 

FAllS ElEmEnTArY SCHOOl
~ ECSE, SPECIAL ED - “Shoebox” tasks for Basic Skills 
~ Grades K - 4, SPECIAL ED -Math manipulative kit, Math game kit, supplies 
~ Grades 1 – 4, TITLE I & II - Math manipulatives, Math games and supplies 
~ Grade K, 3-6, LIBRARY- 24 new books 
~ Pre-School, 4 year-olds, ECFE School Readiness - 40 copies, “Let’s Find 
Out” magazine, Math/Science manipulatives 
~ Grades K - 12, MUSIC - Set of 3 Remo Djembe’ Drums 
~ Kindergarten - 2 CD players , book/cd sets, classroom supplies, 20 Write/
Erase Magic Boards 
~ Grade 1 - 10-frame math kits, Dolch word activities, Danny & Lucky books, 
puzzles, supplies, Phonetic awareness manipulatives 

~ Grade 2 -60 Book Bags, 2 Book sets, Literacy puzzles/games/practice 
sets, audible & visual timer, Literacy books/puzzles 
~ Grade 3 - Math, Reading, Writing support materials, Books, Book/CD sets, 
Math balance, Pattern blocks/cards 
~ Grade 4 - Math manipulatives/resources, 3 headphone jack boxes 
 

FAllS HiGH SCHOOl
~ Grades 7 - 9, READING & ENGLISH - 20 copies, The City of Ember, 25 
copies, Demons and Druids 
~ Grades 7 – 12, LIBRARY - 15 books, laminating film 
~ Grades 5 – 12, MUSIC - 2 sets - Orff instruments 
~ Grades 5 – 12, BAND - Sound absorbers for Band Room 
~ Grades 7 – 12, PHYSICAL EDUCATION - 24 Heart Rate Monitors 
~ Grades 9-12, SPANISH - Interactive/Manipulative language activities 
~ Grades 8 – 12, FACS - Additional embroidery designs, healthy foods, 
Bethany Boards 
~ Grades 7 – 12, PBIS Committee - Positive Behavioral Interventions & 
Supports - Reward incentives 
~ COMMUNITY EDUCATION - Club Invention, School Readiness   
           

TOTAl GrAnTS (including full funding of ALL requests)  $17,403.43

FAllS EDuCATiOn FOunDATiOn – FAll, 2013 GrAnTS
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Send pictures & news!   Our next issue will be out July, 2014!

lABElS AnD BOXTOPS rEDEEmED 
FOr SCHOOl SuPPliES

 
Clip the coupons off some of your favorite products.  

when you’ve saved a pile, drop them off at west End Elementary in 
the Falls, or your local school office.  

it’s that easy!  There are dozens and dozens of products that 
carry these redeemable points now.  For complete lists, visit 

labelsforeducation.com and boxtops4education.com  
it’s not just soup and cereal anymore!  

Thanks for participating.  
Every little thing contributes to keeping our schools strong!

Alumni 
“rECiPE BOX”
                  We know there are a lot of SECRETS in Borderland...

      KITCHEN SECRETS!
             Please share your long-treasured,  

                                     family recipes with the FHS Alumni News.

                While you’re at it, tell us a little story  
               about how that favorite dish plays a role in the history  

         (and modern history) of your family.

Funny?  Touching?  Disastrous?   
We know food plays a part in all the dramas  

(big and small) of our lives. 

We look forward to your submissions!

We hope this will become a regular feature of 
your FHS Alumni News.

I graduated in 1942, just after WWII began on December 7, 1941.  We were 
alarmed and just didn’t know what to expect.  Many of my classmates, who had 
planned to go to college, were called for service .  I worked in the J.C. Penney 
Company for a while, then I decided I would go to Duluth 
to take a Sheet Metal Class sponsored by the National 
Youth Administration.  I completed a 6 month course.  I 
was assigned to Ogden Air Base in Utah.  When I got there 
I was presented with an offer to work in an office.  I had 
to take a test and I passed it.  I had to learn new terms 
used by the government.  I was sent to a Military Training 
Office.  It was very interesting, but it wasn’t long before I 
was offered an office position in the National Headquarters 
Office.  From this position we were able to see the planes 
come in that had just come back from combat missions.  
One of them was Jacob “Jack” Manch, who was depicted 
in the movie “Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo.”  I had the 
opportunity to see Salt Lake City, and go skiing at Alta Ski 
Resort, even though I didn’t know how to ski!

 I was then offered a secretarial job in either Hawaii 
or Washington, D.C.  Since the war was still going on, 
I chose Washington, D.C.  I was happy to live there, as 
most of the people were very nice and I made many good 
friends.  When I arrived in D.C. we were given government 
housing with a small, monthly charge.  They were 
dormitories named after states.  I lived in Nebraska Hall.  I 
was assigned to Foreign Assignments Branch on the 5th 
floor of the Pentagon.  I had to send cables, which was foreign to me.  It was 
interesting, and we worked a lot of overtime, but I was happy to have had the 
chance to work there with a cause.

 The war ended September 2, 1945.  I would have stayed on, but I met 
my husband-to-be, who had just come back.  He was a P-40 pilot with the 
Flying Tigers.  He had engine failure and he was picked up by the French-
Indo people, and was turned over to Hanoi Prison Camp for almost 2 years, 
including 7 months in solitary confinement.  He was released as the war 
ended.  He was sent to Walter Reed Hospital to make sure he was well enough 

to go home to Exeter, NH.  We were married in February, 1945.
 We lived with his mother for a while as places were hard to find - so many 

soldiers were returning.  After we had a place of our own, we had 3 children, 
2 boys and a girl.  As the children grew older, I was a 
manager for a Radiology Department for 9 years, and 
then I took an office job for 8 years, working for an 
ophthalmologist.

 As time passed, my husband had cancer of the throat 
- a long ordeal.  He died in 1987.  I live in a ranch-style 
house that I like very  much , and I plan to live here 
as long as I can.  I will be 90 in January, so I feel very 
fortunate.  I like NH very much, as it has mountains and 
the seashore.  (I found it strange, experiencing the feel 
of the tide under my feet the first time!)

 I am still happy that I lived in the Falls, where people 
are friendly and we had wonderful teachers.  So much 
to do!  I remember Jimmy’s, a swimming pool in the high 
school, the 3 theaters, and going to a double feature on 
Tuesdays for 35 cents!

Over the years, I saw orraine Arney and Art Larsen a 
couple of times when they lived in Bangor, ME.  While I 
haven’t been back recently, I did get back to many of our 
class reunions, and I loved going!

 This is the first time I’ve written for the Alumni 
Newsletter.  If anyone would like to contact me, I’d love 
it:

Ellen Stiles
41 Fairview Ave
Portsmouth, NH  03801
Phone: 1-603-436-7032
or Email:  EJStiles@aol.com

 
Dear Ellen:  We look forward to an update from you, hoping you hear from 

readers who made a connection while enjoying your story!

A FEw “SliCES OF liFE” FrOm EllEn (JOHnSOn) STilES, ClASS OF 1942
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During the summer months, kids filled the 
Backus Community Center, and this old 
school fairly vibrated with their presence.  
As summer has eased into fall, our 
attention is now focused on several new 
efforts aimed at enriching the community 
and citizens of all ages.  For the first time 
Backus Community Center will offer its 
own “concert series” and a “season ticket.”  
Thanks in large part to funding from the 
state’s Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund, 
Backus will present four concerts and 
one play on stage during the 2013-2014 
season.  Purchase of a $45 season ticket 
will provide admission to a variety of great 
entertainment.
One of those performances will be the 

“The mill” by Jeannine Coulombe, 
Class of 1988.  The play focuses on 
the labor unrest in International Falls 
during the summer of 1989 when union protest turned to violence.  This 
touring production brings the play to the community that inspired it.  It will be 
performed by the wOrKHAuS PlAYwriGHTS COllECTiVE on February 
28th and march 1st at 7:00 pm, on the Backus stage. Four other concerts 
will be presented as well.  Please see our Calendar of Events for show dates 
and times, and pick up your season tickets soon!  
While the Backus Community Center is still viewed by most as a center 

for arts and culture, many of our 
programs reach far beyond the 
walls of the historic building.  Since 
adding our modern and fully-licensed 
kitchen in 2010, Backus has served 
over 25,700 meals to those in need.  
Musicians have visited and interacted 
with hundreds of area students.  A 
“Community Market” has grown 
and flourished over the past seven 
seasons.  Community events such as 
a triathlon and Riverfest concert have 
begun to take shape.  
The center provides two full-time jobs 

and part-time employment to over a 
dozen workers.  Over $1.6 million in 
capital improvements have been made 
providing work for area contractors.  If 
every dollar “turns over” seven times 
in a community – that represents over 

$11 million in dollars to the local economy.  All this is not insignificant when 
you consider that less than a dozen years ago both historic buildings could 
have become rubble in a landfill.  We remain inspired when we remember the 
humble beginnings of Citizens for Backus/AB with dollars collected in a hat, 
and a little girl donating $11 from a lemonade stand to help save the buildings.
~ submitted by Ward Merrill, Executive Director, Backus Community Center

A THriVinG BACKuS COmmuniTY CEnTEr

BACKuS COmmuniTY CEnTEr CAlEnDAr of EVEnTS
Visit us -- www.backusab.org  --  or FaceBook – Backus AB

Historic Backus Community Center, the heart of International Falls, where all generations celebrate arts, culture, recreation, wellness, and life-long learning.
February
20 - Citizens for Backus/AB Annual Meeting
21 - Your Passport to Cooking with Chef James
28 - Backus Performing Arts Series: “The Mill”

March
1 - Backus Performing Arts Series: “The Mill”
4 - “Borealis Bards” Community Theater Group
7 - Your Passport to Cooking with Chef James
11 - “Borealis Bards” Community Theater Group
14 - Border Concert Series: Charlie Albright
18 - “Borealis Bards” Community Theater Group
22 - Backus Performing Arts Series: “Galactic 

Cowboy Orchestra”
25 - “Borealis Bards” Community Theater Group
28 - Your Passport to Cooking with Chef James
29 - Borderland Musical Showcase
31 - Library’s Documentary Movie Night

April
1 - Border Concert Series: Mack Bailey
     “Borealis Bards” Community Theater Group
4 - Your Passport to Cooking with Chef James
5 - Castle Backus Royal Banquet Feast
9 - Volunteer Appreciation
26 - Dancin’ with Darcie Recital
27 - Dancin’ with Darcie Recital
28 - Library’s Documentary Movie Night

May
1 - Border Concert Series:  

Les Trompettes de Lyon
2 - Kevin Kling’s Walkin’ Shoes with Dan 

Chouinard
18 - Lorie Line Music

June
9 - 14  Prairie Fire Children’s Theater

“Backus is fully accessible to persons with 
disabilities – Please call our office for specific 
accommodations.”

Call Backus Community Center for Information 
218-285-7225

WHEN IS THE NEXT ALL-CLASS REUNION?!?
We get this question all the time! The Falls Education Foundation is forming a committee to bring the next ACR to the Falls in 2016 

 The last three successful ACR’s taught us that we need two full years to pull off an event of this magnitude. We are looking for TWO organized, motivated, 
enthusiastic individuals to join Bob Anderson as Tri-Chairs of the 2016 All-Class Reunion.  In addition to “chairing” duties, class reps will be needed to 
participate. 
 Willing to help?  Please call: Bob Anderson @ 218-240-4233, Kay Herman @ 218-283-4024, Mary Bigler @ 218-286-3102.  
 In preparation for the next All-Class Reunion in 2016, we desperately need to update all of our class lists.  These lists haven’t been updated in our master 
database since the last ACR in 2007, and we know there have been MANY addresses changes in that time.   
 Class Reps:  PLEASE send your most recently updated list of names, addresses and those you know are deceased to kaherman@midco.net, or mail the 
information to Falls Education Foundation, PO Box 933, International Falls, MN 56649. (If your graduating class doesn’t have an “official” Class Rep, we’d 
appreciate someone from each class offering to help track down as much updated information as possible.  You will be contributing to the success of our next 
ACR, and you’d also have our deepest gratitude!) We look forward to another great ALL-CLASS REUNION for FALLS HIGH SCHOOL in 2016!

2016 2016
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Anecdotes and 
Advertising

Bits, Blurbs and 
Biographies

Comedies, Collections 
and Crafts

Ditties and Diaries
Exultations

Family Fun, Family 
History,  

Family Feuds,
Families in the Falls in 

the  
Forties and Fifties 
(and other years :-)

Gardening and 
Gallivanting

Historical Highlights
ideas and interests

Jokes and Jests
Kids and Keepsakes
loves and losses

memories and 
musings

news of now (and 
Then…)

Obsessions and 
Opportunities

PHOTOS, Poetry and 
Prose

Quests, Quibbles and 

Quarrels
reminiscences and 

recipes
Stories and Songs

Triumphs, Tragedies 
and Travels

untold History
Vacation Highlights
words of wisdom

eXpectations
Yarns, Yearnings and 

Yammerings
Zen Moments

First Grade Funnies
Second Grade 

Silliness
Third Grade Theatrics

Fourth Grade 
Fickleness

Fifth Grade Foibles
Sixth Grade 
Sensations

Seventh Grade 
Secrets

Eighth Grade Elations
Freshman Follies
Sophmore Socials

Junior Jaunts
Senior Spotlights 

SHArE YOur STOriES!
Your Alumni Newspaper would love to publish YOUR news!

Send us your:

Please include with your submissions:
Full Name

FHS Class of ????
Names of people in photos

Caption information for photos: date, place, event
Inspiration for sharing...if any?

iS YOur SuBmiSSiOn miSSinG?
We are so grateful for all the fun, interesting stories and pictures submitted 
by our readers.  THANK YOU!!  If you sent something, and don’t see it in 

this issue, rest assured it will be published in the next issue.
We were overwhelmed by the number of AWESOME submissions we 

received after our last issue!   Keep them coming!  If we can justify 
increasing our production to FOUR issues each year, we will! There are so 

many amazing and wonderful stories to be told by our own FHS Alumni. 
We look forward to helping you keep your connections to HOME.

Kyndell Stinson, Age 10, daughter 
of Sean ’81 and granddaughter 
of Zeke and Beverly Loveland ’59 
Stinson was nominated by her 
teacher, Laura Skinner, to attend the 
National  Young Scholars Program 
this past summer in Raleigh, NC.  
NYSP is a national program that 
encourages elementary students 
to discover their greatest personal 
strengths and to acquire leadership 
and life skills. NYSP is the only 
program of its kind for young 
scholars.
The young students also have a 
chance to explore career paths in 
medicine, engineering, forensic 
science or a combination of all three 
interests.  An emphasis is placed 
on team building, goal setting and 
problem solving.Kyndell had a wonderful time at the program and made 
many new friends.  She said that it was a great experience.  Kyndell lives 
with her mother, Terra Songy,  in Greenville, NC.

Daughter of FHS Grad Attends 
Young Scholars Program

“HArD AS nAilS, TOuGH AS BriCKS, 
BrOnCO ClASS OF ‘56”

Four members of the class of ‘56 met for lunch at Jim Holenko’s residence 
in Prior Lake, Minnesota. The animated discussion covered a wide range 
of topics. Though much of the conversation dealt with life in International 
Falls from say, 1945 through 1956, the rest of the world has been 
noticeably better since our conversation. 

From left to right: Phil Johnson, Jim Holenko (host), Dick (Swede) 
Sundberg, and David (Shorty) Swanson. 
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~ BuSinESS BullETin ~
A new feature in your Alumni Newsletter will highlight FHS Alums conducting business at home in the Falls, or anywhere in the world.  If you’d like your business 

highlighted in our column, or if you’d like to suggest a business we should showcase, please contact us at fhsalumninews@gmail.com, or send your info to Alumni 
News, PO Box 933, Intl Falls, MN 56649.

 Thanks to Barb Owen-Boerger, Class of 1987, for interviewing Kari Benedix-Gansch, and submitting our first “Business Bulletin” story! 

submitted by Barb Owen-Boerger, Class of 1987
Kari Benedix-Gansch is no stranger to hard work.  The class of 1992 grad 

spent years working as a welder in her 
dad’s fabrication shop.  Her parents (Dan 
and Cyndie Benedix, classes of 1971 and 
1972) raised her to believe that to get what 
you want, you have to believe in it and be 
willing to sweat for it.  And that’s exactly the 
philosophy she shares with her clients at The 
Workshop, her fitness and personal training 
business based out of the Kootasca building 
in the Falls. 

An ISSA (International Sports Sciences 
Association) certified personal trainer, 
Gansch began offering boot-camp style 
classes and one-on-one personal training 
sessions in early 2013.  “The certification 
was a great educational process and really 

boosted my knowledge base,” stated Gansch.  Always an active person 
herself, Gansch grew up playing volleyball, basketball and softball.  Through 
her dad and her brother, (Pete Benedix, class of 1991,) she was also exposed 
to a deep passion for boxing and wrestling.  “I was never a ‘Jane Fonda’ style 
of athlete.  I always liked very physical sports and tough workouts that meant 
something”. 

Gansch knew that she was not the only woman in town who was looking 
for an alternative to the traditional “health club” environment.  “When a 
woman comes to The Workshop workout for the first time, she is immediately 
welcomed by our 
class members.  
We have a culture 
of inclusion and 
inspiration that I 
think is really rare.  
We really care 
about and support 
each other.”

Many exercises 
are “body weight” 
movements 
where there is no 
equipment used 
(think burpees, 
lunges or sit-ups).  
However, with 
options like “battle 
ropes,” heavy 
bags, kettle bells, 
sledge hammers 
and tractor tires, 
every workout is 
different.  Gansch 
sometimes 
changes the 
workout location to keep things challenging.  Beaches, stadiums, playgrounds 
and boat landings have been incorporated into The Workshop workouts as 
well. 

The biggest challenges for Gansch have been related to space.  The current 
space she uses at Kootasca is shared with Headstart classes, the Mighty 

Mustang Wrestling 
club and a group of 
mixed martial arts 
fighters.  “I’d love to 
have a permanent 
location of my own soon.  
Operating a business 
around multiple 
schedules can be 
tough.  Consistency is 
key in making fitness a 
lasting part of a person’s 
lifestyle.”

When asked what 
the biggest benefit to 
starting a business in 
her hometown was, 
Gansch quiets.  “At 
first I thought it would 
be just being my own 
boss and doing what I 
love.  But as things have 
progressed, the one thing that I enjoy most is watching my clients change.  
The physical changes come, of course.  But there is nothing like watching 
someone find their confidence and strength through the workouts.  That’s my 
favorite part.”

Kari is always accepting new clients and encourages anyone who is curious 
to contact her at 
218-240-4270.  
She also offers 
private personal 
training packages 
as schedules 
allow.  Currently, 
The Workshop 
group workouts 
are held Sunday, 
Tuesday (Tabata 
Tuesday) and 
Thursdays at 6:30 
in the Kootasca 
gym.  People of 
every level attend 
the same class 
and work at their 
own pace, with 
Kari’s guidance.  
Kari welcomes 
newcomers 
with open arms 
stating, “While 
each participant 
progresses at their 

own pace, the one thing that we all have in common is that we were all once 
nervous beginners who decided to step outside our comfort zone and give The 
Workshop a try.  And, no one ever regrets trying!”  You can also check out the 
workshop on Facebook at www.facebook.com/trainergansch

 

THE wOrKSHOP
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by Jennifer Strange, originally published May 17, 2006 in “Joy” Magazine
submitted by Janet (Pavek) Dunlap, Class of 1953
 “People come to a funeral and then they go home,” says Jan Dunlap matter-

of-factly.  “But I had no home to go home to.”  At the time of her husband’s 
unexpected death from cancer, Jan and “Whitey” Dunlap were in their sixth 
month of motor home ownership.  “We’d sold our family house back in July of 
1999 with plans of traveling,” says the petite, silver-haired dynamo.  What they 
hadn’t planned on was parking the 32’ Class A motor home in a hospital lot 
while Jan said goodbye to her life partner.

 “So after the funeral, I drove myself to the local KOA campground,” 
remembers Jan.  “I was just sitting there, wondering what in the heck was 
I going to do.”  After spending a few days in solitary reflection, something 
happened that launched the next stage of Jan’s life.  “Finally the gal that runs 
the place introduced me to a woman who was on her maiden voyage in a great 

big fifth wheel,” relates Jan.  “I had 
nothing to do , no place to go and 
she didn’t either -- she’d lost her 
husband, too.  So we just started 
traveling together.”

 Jan and her new friend, Joan 
Smith from San Jose, TX, kept 
running into two other women.  
Donna Gunter and Deane Panek, 
both from Washington, were also 
each driving their own motor home.  
Deciding it was fate (and a whole 
lotta fun,) the four of them hatched 
a plan to explore the West Coast 
together.  “Every day we’d choose 
numbers to see who would be in 
the lead,” say Jan, pointing to a 
photo of a motor home caravan 
nearing an off-ramp.  “Can you 
imagine this?  Four widows, 
ranging from 62 to 73, driving 
everything from a fifth wheel to a 
Class A, to a Class C, some towing 
cars?”

 As the merry widows made 
their way down the coast they discovered a newfound and very casual 
independence.  They rarely fought, no one ever expected too much of anybody 
else and, most importantly, they respected each other’s privacy.  “The thing 
people always said was why don’t you all save money and go together in one 
RV?” say Jan, disdain barely hidden.  “And we’d say no way!  That wouldn’t 
have worked -- we all needed our space.”

 As snow started to fall in much of the country, Jan and crew were 
comfortably settled in Southern California, where they spent the winter of 
2000-2001.  From their campground, they’d go on guided tours of local 
attractions or hop in one of their cars for a drive.  “We all wanted to see the 
same things, so it was easy to make plans,” says Jan.  When spring arrived, 
Donna headed back to Washington, but the other three still had happy feet.  
Having tasted adventure, they agreed to motor on -- all the way to the East 
Coast.

 Meandering about 150 miles a day, three days a week, the caravan made 
a trail through the Four Corners area on the way to visit Jan’s son in Denver.  
From there, it was into dairy country, around the Great Lakes and on to New 
England -- and that was just the first year!  From 1999 - 2005, Jan, Joan, 
Deane and sometimes Donna traveled 25,000 miles, taking their sweet time 
and stopping to see whatever they wanted, thank you very much.

 “Omigosh!  What didn’t we see?” exclaims Jan, telling stories of touring 
the wreckage in Manhattan a month after 9/11, visiting her daughter on Grand 
Island near Niagara Falls and sitting in an acrobatic Blue Angel airplane.  From 
getting stuck in a diamond mine in Alabama to witnessing the trapping of a 
rare blue lobster in Maine, to creating a stir by wearing crazy foam hats at Zion 
National Park, the smiling band carved a unique path.  “I just laugh every time I 

think about us,” say Jan with 
a giggle.  “You should have 
seen us -- four ladies pulling 
these huge rigs into a gas 
station or parking lot.  People 
couldn’t believe it.”

 But the journey wasn’t 
all about ticking off miles 
on a map.  “It was kind of 
a spiritual thing, too,” say 
Jan, whose forays into the 
mountains helped her reunite 
with a life-force that she had 
walked away from years 
before.  “I’m not a church-
going person, but now I get 
a very spiritual feeling when 
I’m in the woods or on the 
water.  Nature is where it’s at 
-- it’s my way.”

 Last year, Jan returned 
to Central Point to help 
care for her 92-year-old 
mother.  While at home 
she suffered a heart event 
that required triple bypass 
surgery.  “I guess it all 
caught up with me,” she says 
of her husband’s sudden death and the 5-year odyssey that it spurred.  “It all 
happened so quickly, I didn’t have time to grieve and the stress was too much.”  
True to form, her recovery has been swift and her eyes sparkle when she’s 
asked what’s next.  “Hate to say it -- I’m marking my time till I can hit the road 
again!”  Somehow it’s easy to believe that Jan and her rig still have thousands 
of miles to go.

 
 

“THE JOurnEY THAT JAn BuilT”

EnJOYinG THE Alumni nEwS?

 Please check your mailing label for information about 
your most recent subscription contribution.  The date and 
amount are noted on the top line.
 
Subscription donation coupons are located on the inside 
back cover of every issue.
 
SNOWBIRDS:  The post office is no longer saving or 
forwarding bulk mail.  If you wish to share your winter 
address, we’ll make sure your February issue reaches 
you in a timely manner.  Thanks!

rEuniOn GrOuPS, TAKE nOTE!!
We NEED your up-to-date MAILING LISTS! Information about the 

upcoming ACR will be best distributed with an accurate list of addresses 
and emails.  PLEASE submit your updated lists to  

fhsalumninews@gmail.com or mail to  
Falls Alumni, PO Box 933, Intl Falls, MN 56649

THANK YOU!!
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FHS GrAD PEnS 
FATHEr’S STOrY:
THE ADOPTiOn OF 
CHArliE KEEnAn

by Peggy Ann Vigoren, 
Class of 1970

 
In 1911, after Cora Keenan 

is disowned by her father and 
abandoned by her husband 
in Duluth, Minnesota, she 
heads north to the Canadian 
border and the frontier town 
of Ranier with her three-year-
old son Charlie. Cora accepts 
a job offer from Bob Williams, 
a young businessman from 

Chicago who has a talent for smuggling whiskey and making gin, and their 
lives change dramatically.
 Written by his youngest daughter, The 

Adoption of Charlie Keenan is based 
on the true story of Charlie [Keenan] 
Williams from the Kettle Falls Hotel in 
northern Minnesota, which was declared 
a national historic site in the 1970s.  
Spanning the period from 1907 to 1931, 
and set against the backdrop of the great 
logging boom in northern Minnesota, the 
Great War, the pandemic of 1918, and 
the roaring twenties, The Adoption of 
Charlie Keenan is a tale of love, power 
and prohibition.
 The Adoption of Charlie Keenan can 

be purchased locally at the Koochiching 
County Historical Museum, the Coffee 
Landing Café, and the Thunderbird 
Lodge.  The book will also be available 
locally at Rainy Lake Houseboats this 
spring. For those who live outside 
the area, the book can be purchased 
by contacting Peggy Vigoren at 
peggyann88@outlook.com, or by 
contacting Peggy on Facebook.  You 
can also purchase a copy of the book 
by sending your name, address, and any inscription you wish added, along 
with $23.00 (shipping included) to:
Peggy Vigoren, 201 Barrow Street, #312, Anchorage, AK 99501 
The book will also be available as an Ebook in the near future.
Peggy (Williams) Vigoren graduated from Falls High in 1970.  She spent 

many summers at the Kettle Falls Hotel, which was operated by the Williams 
family from 1918 until the mid 1990s.  Peggy and her husband Steve, (Class of 
1970,) now reside in Anchorage, Alaska, but plan to retire on Rainy Lake in the 
not too distant future.

Peggy (Williams) Vigoren, 
Class of 1970.  Town Square, 
Anchorage, AK, Summer of 2013.

FUNNY STUFF IN THE BIBLE
“A FIELD TRIP IN THE BIBLE 

LIBRARY”  
by Phil Johnson (Class of ’56) 
 
“In an age where some read the 

Bible as a collection of warnings 
and admonitions and others 
treat it as a fine-scale roadmap 
for every moment between birth 
and death, Phil Johnson reads it 
with new spectacles, discovering 
humor and even lightheartedness 

in its books and pages.
 Johnson’s work may free 

the reader to find whole new 

dimensions in Scripture, and in the process, to appreciate it more than ever.” 
        Thomas Tredway, President Emeritus, Augustana College, Illinois.
$15 Postage paid. Order at squareup.com/market/uncle-wiggly-limited
If you’d like your copy signed, Phil would be happy to accommodate you!

On THE BOOKSHElF...

Alumni news BOOK rEViEw
Are you an author with a book you’d like reviewed? Are you an avid reader who would like to review books?

The Alumni News would like to print a regular BOOK REVIEW feature in every issue.   
If you are interested in participating in any way, please let us know:

fhsalumninews@gmail.com or PO Box 933, Int’l Falls, MN  56649.

wHEn iS THE nEXT 
All-ClASS rEuniOn?!?

We get this question all the time! The Falls Education Foundation is 
forming a committee to bring the next ACR to the Falls in

2016 
 The last three successful ACR’s taught us that we need two full years 
to pull off an event of this magnitude. We are looking for TWO organized, 
motivated, enthusiastic individuals to join Bob Anderson as Tri-Chairs of 
the 2016 All-Class Reunion.  In addition to “chairing” duties, class reps will 
be needed to participate. 
 Willing to help?  Please call: Bob Anderson @ 218-240-4233, Kay 
Herman @ 218-283-4024, Mary Bigler @ 218-286-3102.  
 In preparation for the next All-Class Reunion in 2016, we desperately 
need to update all of our class lists.  These lists haven’t been updated in 
our master database since the last ACR in 2007, and we know there have 
been MANY addresses changes in that time.   
 Class Reps:  PLEASE send your most recently updated list of names, 
addresses and those you know are deceased to kaherman@midco.
net, or mail the information to Falls Education Foundation, PO Box 933, 
International Falls, MN 56649. (If your graduating class doesn’t have an 
“official” Class Rep, we’d appreciate someone from each class offering 
to help track down as much updated information as possible.  You will 
be contributing to the success of our next ACR, and you’d also have 
our deepest gratitude!) We look forward to another great ALL-CLASS 
REUNION for FALLS HIGH SCHOOL in 2016!
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The class of 1993 met over the weekend of July 5th, 2013, in celebration of their 20 year reunion.  On Friday, about 70 to 80 people met at the Viking Bar in 
downtown International Falls, owned by Chris Smith, Class of 1993. Music, drinks and reuniting were enjoyed by all in attendance.  On Saturday, the class met out at 
Sha-Sha resort for a casual dinner and mingling.  The reunion was well attended and a good time was had by all.  A BBQ is being planned for next summer so look 
forward to the date and place!!!    Class of ‘93 reunion attendees take advantage of a break in the rain to take a group photo at Sha Sha.

THE ClASS OF 1993 20 YEAr rEuniOn

submitted by Paula DeMars, pdmmarigold@gmail.com

The Class of ’82 is turning 50 this year and they are planning a class 
birthday party in July of 2014.  It’s a typical plan to get-together for this 
class that remains close more than 31 years after their graduation.  
Facebook has enabled the members of the Class of ’82 to keep in 
touch. And they share the ups and downs of their lives as well as plan 
opportunities to meet up and share their stories.
In a class of about 230 graduates, more than 100 of them have joined 

the “Int’l Falls Class of ‘82” Facebook page.  You have to be invited to 
join.  All classmates are warmly welcomed. And they use it to keep in 
touch with people’s lives.  Many share the good and the bad that comes 
with aging, work and families. When someone passes or a parent is lost, 
expressions of shared grief abound on the website.  Sympathies go out to 
classmates and their loved ones as often as a helping hand or a few words 
of encouragement are shared. 
And then there are the parties. With many of the classmates living in the 

Twin Cities, those members who pass through often initiate a get-together, 
most taking place at a central location in Bloomington.  Easy to find for 
everyone, Joe Sensors is the spot classmates can often count on seeing 
the ‘regulars’ Rob Kirk, Paula Frederick-Clifford, and Theresa (Christensen) 
Halpern when they pass through town. 
 Even more ‘regular’ and in the midst of all the major planning is Mary ‘no 

Beth’ Pelowski who is the “keeper of all histories large and small.”  Mary 

frequently travels for work and stops in for 
visits when she knows someone lives nearby. 
All together this group welcomes stray 
classmates from near and far, shares their 
stories and invites those wanderers among 
us to chime in. 
 Mary is asking classmates to send her 

photos of their 50th birthday celebration, 
which she is planning to put together with 
music (and lively comments) in a slide show 
for the 35th class reunion in 2017.  Everyone 
is encouraged to be in touch with those who 
have not yet been added to the Facebook 
page, to keep the class spirit going!
And, to those of you who haven’t yet, please 

join the Facebook page. There you can keep 
up on all events and special dates in the 
near and not too distant future from this great 
group of graduates of the Class of ’82.
Note to parents of ‘82 grads:  Your kids may 

not subscribe to this newsletter, so please 
pass on the information to them, and help 
keep the class spirit alive for all.

HAPPY 50TH BirTHDAY TO THE ClASS OF 1982
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When growing up in International Falls, MN, I worked for the local Border 
Theater.  I was seventeen in 1950.  My job consisted of a variety of chores.  
One was to change the marquee as needed.  The Marquee was about 10 
feet tall and 20 feet long; the very top of the marquee was about 25 feet 
above the sidewalk.  A ladder was a necessity.

 At the time the film being shown was a rather risqué movie for that time:  
The first two words of the movie title, nOT wAnTED, appeared in red on 
the top line.  The second line was: THE STOrY OF An unwED mOTHEr.  

 The time had come for me to take down the title of that movie and replace 
it with the upcoming movie.  My usual routine was to remove half of the 
letters and then go up and put up the start of the new movie title. 

 Before I went to hang the letters for the new movie, I heard some 
laughing from some of my school mates coming up the sidewalk.  They told 
me to step away and check what was showing on the marquee, and this is 
what I saw:  wAnTED An unwED mOTHEr.                                                                            

OOPS!!!  
Submitted by Jim lutz, 

Class of 1951

submitted by Matt Sundberg, son of Dick Sundberg, ‘56
 My dad, Dick Sundberg, Class 
of 1956 (son of the late, great 
Clarence “Swede” Sundberg,) 
along with my brother Rich 
and I were fishing in Black Bay 
on the morning of the Walleye 
Opener.  We had been on this 
spot for about an hour and 
were battling some fairly tough 
winds.  An unusual number of 
small Northerns kept us busy, 
which of course we consistently 
thought would be frying pan 
material until they reared their 
heads.

I was watching when Rich set 
the hook on this fish, and for 
a moment it appeared to be 
a snag.  We quickly realized 
he wasn’t hung up, but had a 
good fish on the line.  We all 
anticipated a bigger Northern 
to show itself in that dark water, 
but when the fish got to the boat we saw a flash of that huge tail as it went 
back down for a last ditch effort to spit the hook.  Our excitement peaked, as 
this was a potential trophy. 

Dad got it in the net, and hoisted it over the side.  I’ve been fishing on Rainy 
for going on 30 years now, and have seen some big Walleye.  This fish looked 
prehistoric, and I was certain it was going to measure over 30 inches.  When 
all was said and done, my brother squeaked an extra ¼ inch and we settled on 
28 ¼  - though the first time the fish story was told, my dad had it inflated to 28 
½.

It was a windy weekend and fishing was slow, but getting a fish like this in the 
boat and spending quality time with my dad and brother is what early May in 
Minnesota is all about.

COmE HOmE FOr THE wAllEYE!

Heather (Wright) O’Kane, 
Class of 1988, participated in, 
(and finished!) the New York 
Marathon, held
November 3, 2013.
The race was first run in 

1970 with 127 runners. It was 
four laps around Central Park 
and only 55 people finished.  
Today, the race covers all five 
boroughs, starting on Staten 
Island and finishing in Central 
Park. This year there were over 
48,000 runners of all ages, 
12,000 volunteers, and 2.5 
million spectators.
Heather’s parents, husband 

and daughters were all there 
to cheer her on.  Heather’s 
parents are Andy and 
Georgeann (Pearson) Wright, 
Class of 1960.

FHS GrAD FiniSHES THE nEw YOrK 
mArATHOn

Welcome International Falls High School 
grads and all. 

Check out our FHS Alumni Newsletter Facebook 
Page at http://fbnews.fhs reunion.us

Click “Like”, share some of your thoughts 
and pictures and connect with other grads.

“Keep In Touch”

UPDATE:  Chad Karsnia, 1997 recipient 
of “All Class reunion” Scholarship

Chad Karsnia, ACR Scholarship winner for 
the Class of 1997, has received his second 
Bachelor’s Degree, this one in Accounting.  
He graduated with honors from Rasmussen 
College in Wausau, WI, and has been 
promoted to General Ledger Accountant by 
Grabel Van Lines.  Congratulations, Chad!

Chad and his wife Beth, along with big 
sister, Madalyn, are also pleased to 
announce the birth of Natalie Morgan 
Karsnia, born November 20, 2013 at 6:50 
P.M. in Weston, WI, weighing 7 pounds, 
9 ounces and measuring 19-1/2 inches 
long.  Proud Grandparents are Mike (Class of 1965) and Darlene Karsnia of 
International Falls and Dr. Leonard and Linda Tomcek, Plover, WI and Great 
Grandmother Teckla Symanietz of Foley, MN

Congratulations, Chad...TWICE!

SHArE YOur STOriES!
Your Alumni Newspaper would love to publish YOUR news!

Heather (Wright) O’Kane, Class of 1988, 
crossing the Willis Avenue Bridge during 
the New York Marathon
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rEuniOn GrOuPS, TAKE nOTE!!

We NEED your up-to-date MAILING LISTS!

Information about the upcoming ACR

will be best distributed with an accurate

list of addresses and emails.

PLEASE submit your updated lists to

fhsalumninews@gmail.com

or mail to

Falls Alumni, PO Box 933, Intl Falls, MN 56649

THANK YOU!!

FHS ClASS OF 1969PlAnS 45TH rEuniOn
Mark your calendars, andSAVE THE DATE!Who:  FHS Class of 1969What:  Celebrating their 45th ReunionWhen:  July 5, 2014Where:  The Roadhouse

Please post questions and comments,and watch for updates on theFalls High School Class of 1969 Facebook page!

     “PHOTO OPPOrTuniTiES:  
re-create memorable moments by 
copying group poses from your 

High School days!  
The Alumni news looks forward to 

publishing your pics!  

iT’S GOOD TO HAVE 

A PlAn!

ClASS OF 1965 

Planning Committee needs Help

The FHS Class of 1965 will celebrate their 50th 

Class Reunion in 2015, 

and the planning has begun!

Please send your most up-to-date mailing address, 

and your email address to:

Joann (Patineau) Dornhecker 

at lacey24@frontier.com, or

Barb (Corrin) Rud at magrarud@yahoo.com

Any and all ideas for EVENTS 

would be most welcome. 

If you have a preference for the weekend BEFORE 

or the weekend AFTER the 4th of July, 

please let us know!

Thanks, and we look forward to hearing from as 

many of our classmates as possible.  

Spread the word!

  

ClASS OF 1964

PlAnS 50TH rEuniOn
 

Saturday, July 12th, 2014

at Thunderbird Lodge, 5 pm

with Chuck Lepper and The Reunion Band

 
Other Activities:

~ Lunch at Sha Sha, July 10th, Noon

~ Girls Night Out, July 11th, 7pm

            at Lenards - AmericInn

 

For more information contact:

~ Janis (Corrin) Heaney at janiskh@gmail.com

~ Doris (Braaten) Porter at 

cdporter@charter.net                                                                           
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submitted by Katherine (Rauscher) 
Scheuer, Class of 1949

 Katherine sent us copies from 
an old newspaper she found, 
“International Falls Press and Border 
Budget.”  The dates we could read 
were for May 22 and 29, 1919.  Her 
aunt, Rose Rauscher was in the 
graduating class (1919,) and the 
headline stories included, “Character 
Sketches of The Class of 1919,” and 
“What Has Become of The Former 
Graduates?” as well as the stories 
excerpted below.
 The quality of the copies wouldn’t 
scan and print for our purposes, 
but we thought you’d enjoy some 
of the text from the very early days 
of education in International Falls.  
We’ve re-typed the parts of these 
stories that we could decipher:
 Graduating Exercises of the 
Alexander Baker High School --
Largest Class in History of the 
School to Be Graduated Tonight. 
-- Good Program to Be Rendered 
By Pupils

The following commencement program will be rendered at the Grand Theatre 
tonight at 8 o’clock:

1.  Salutatory and Reading, Hiawatha - Rose Rauscher,  
     Music with Pantomime
2.  Maypole Dance - Primary Department
3.  Chemistry demonstration - Russell Iltis
4.  Music - Double Quartet
5.  Patriotic Pageant - Intermediate Department
6.  Paper on Commercial Department - Nathan Shapira
7.  Music - Double Quartet
8.  Class Will and Prophecy - Minnie Hanson
9.  Japanese Drill - Junior High School
10. Valedictory, Agriculture - Frank O’Malley
11.  Presentation of Diplomas - Judge Frank Palmer

Class Colors -- Lavender and Maize
Class Flower -- Lilac
Class Motto -- Keep Sailing, Never Drift

 This is a great day in the history of the Alexander Baker High School of our 
beautiful and prosperous city.  It is the day upon which the largest class in the 
history of our city is to be graduated.  Many of whose members have taken 
practically all their school instruction here.
 Our schools in the matter of building, equipment and teachers rank second to 
none in the state.  The beautiful Alexander Baker School may well be the pride 
of the community.  When suitable grounds have been arranged for trees, and 
lawn provided, gymnasium and auditorium added, we shall have as beautiful a 
school property as can be found anywhere.
 (Later in this article, the author notes that Int’l Falls is one of the largest 
school districts in the state.  “We have one motor bus and two wagons 
transporting children to International Falls.  There are, besides the two 
buildings in this city, two room buildings at Ranier, Ericsburg and Ray; and 
single room buildings at Beaver No. 1, Beaver No. 2 and Lyman.”)

The Class Will - We, the Senior class of the city of International Falls, in 
the county of Koochiching and the State of Minnesota, being of sound mind 
and memory and considering the uncertainty of this frail and transitory life, 

do therefore make, publish and 
declare this to be our last will and 
testament:
 FIRST:  We order and direct 
that our executor pay all our 
just debts and funeral expenses 
as soon after our decease as 
conveniently may be.
 SECOND:  After payment of 
such expenses and debts, we give, 
devise and bequeath the following:
 1.  FRANCIS WISARD - 
bequeaths his seat in the assembly 
to Carl Sheel.  A back seat is hard 
to get and keep.  Be a good boy.
 2.  MARCELLUS CAREW - 
bequeaths to the Area Association, 
a fund sufficient to buy a davenport 
for assembly, in order that sleepy 
pupils may rest their weary heads
 3.  FLORENCE WATSON 
- devises to Harold Mitchell her 
calmness, that Harold need not die 
of brain fag.
 4.  BERNARDETTE 
MERCURE - gives to Daniel 
LaBelle her store of surplus energy 
in the hopes that Daniel may have 
pep enough to draw his feet in out 

of the aisle.
 5.  ROY WILSON - bequeaths his receipt for hair tonic to Kenneth 
McKabbage.  Long may Ken’s hair wave o’er the land of the free and the home 
of the brave.
 6.  ILEEN CONLON - bequeaths Ralps Paulson to whatever girl in the USA 
that can entangle his heart.
 7.  CLARA ST. LAWRENCE - magnanimously gives to the Junior English 
Class her theme on teaching
 8.  ROSE RAUSCHER - bequeaths to all HS girls the joy of being engaged.  
Get it, who can.
(All class members listed something in their “last will,” but these were the only 
ones we could make out.)

The Class Patriotism - Far be it from us to brag about what we have done for 
our country in times of war and need, but we wish to give the public some idea 
of what the school has done toward forwarding the war in Europe.
 In 1917-18, patriotism was at its height in all parts of the country and the 
schools were not lacking in this excellent quality.  The Alexander Baker School 
did her part and all the pupils thereof set the highest standard for themselves 
in the sale and purchase of Liberty Bonds and Thrift Stamps and in the making 
of Red Cross Garments, in fact in every way possible to help Uncle Sam.
 Under the direction of Miss Seihl and Miss Lansing, with the help of the 
grade teachers, the girls made garments not only for our soldiers and those of 
our allies in Red Cross hospitals, but they also made clothes for the destitute 
refugees in Belgium, France, Russia, Armenia, and every other country that 
was in need.  The high school girls sent out dozens of pajamas, and hospital 
shirts and the younger girls formed into clubs and made sweaters, scarfs, and 
refugee garments.  The cooking class girls gave demonstrations, too, on the 
value of food conservation and on the ways of using substitute flours.
 The boys were also very busy.  Toward the last of the year, under the 
direction of the Home Guards and a Regular Army man, they formed a cadet 
corps.  This corps was furnished with suits, bugles, and drums before the year 
and did extensive drilling every day.  Young America was being prepared for 
anything and everything.
 
 (Thank you for sharing these, Katherine!  It’s been 95 years, and some things 
don’t seem to change much......while others will never be the same!)

Back Row:  Roy Frank, Russell Iltis, Frank O’Malley, Ileen Conlon, Minnie Hanson, 
Florence Watson, Roy Wilson, Nathan Shapira.  Middle Row:  Minnie Anderson, 
Arthur Shapira, Miss F. Hartman (principal,) Francis Wisard, Clara St. Lawrence.  
Bottom Row:  Exie McCormack, Rose Rauscher.  Class President:  Francis Wisard
Vice-President:  Rose Rauscher.  Sec-Treas:  Roy Frank

THE ClASS OF 1919
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Ruth (Eidsberg) Comstock, Class of 1942, sent us a copy of a story she wrote 
for her family, along with the following note:

I am writing to tell you how much I enjoyed the last issue of the Falls Alumni 
News!   I look forward to receiving it, and greatly appreciate all the work that goes 
into it.

I am sending you a copy of the last story I wrote for my family.  I have written 
seven in the past years.  It is getting so hard for me to write because of arthritis, 
so it will probably be my last.  My family says they enjoy them, so that gives me 
incentive to “keep at it!”

I must explain -- when I write about my sisters and I singing in “the bar,” you 
probably don’t realize that this was during Prohibition, and my parents made 
beer.  The “bar” was open on Saturday nights.  I’m sure people knew about it, 
but they evidently didn’t say anything because nobody “shut it down.”  I was glad 
when Prohibition was over...we girls would help my Dad “cap the bottles!”

The forest fires were in the 30’s -- it was a very scary time.
I love International Falls, Minnesota!  Sincerely, Ruth (Eidsberg) Comstock, 

Class of 1942
Ruth offered her story to use as we saw fit, in part or whole.  It was so fun (and 

interesting!) to read about this time in the history of International Falls, from a 
child’s point of view.  We offer you her essay, in full:

“i wAS liTTlE OnCE” by Ruth (Eidsberg) Comstock, Class of 1942
As I have said in other stories, my mom and dad met in North Dakota and 

married in 1920.  My sisters, Alpha Orvilla and Margaret Jeanette were born 
there.  The work on the harvest was not steady work, so my parents moved to 
International Falls, Minnesota where my dad’s sister, Alice, lived.

On August 15, 1924, I made my entrance into this world.  My mom said I was a 
happy and good baby!  I was a pretty opinionated and free spirited child.  I don’t 
remember my sisters ever being “naughty” but I do remember Little Miss Ruth 
stamping her feet and crying when things didn’t go “her way!”

About the first thing I really remember is that a little boy scratched me in the 
face -- we were all playing in the sand.  I carry a scar yet.  His name was Donny 
Snodgrass.  He was quite a terror in the neighborhood.

My mom and dad taught us a song:  Come, let’s play Indians, way out in the 
West;  I will be the chief because I’m braver than the rest.  Let’s get a bow and 
arrow, and go hunting every day, with the Indians that live across the way!

Of course, there were a lot of gestures and facial expressions as we sang.  So, 
when we had learned it, we would go into the kitchen when our “bar” was open 
and sing for the people there and they would give us pennies and nickels, and 
we felt rich!  If we went to Nagurski’s grocery store with a nickel, we came out 
with a BIG bag of candy!

We liked to play paper dolls, but didn’t have the money to buy them.  So when 
the new catalogs came out, we would go to some of our parent’s friends and ask 
for their old catalogs.  One time, we went to my Aunt Alice’s and knocked, but 
she didn’t answer, so we started across the street.  As we went into the street, 
a Model-T was coming.  Margaret and I got across, but the car hit Alpha!  This 
elderly lady was so upset, and wanted to bring us home.  We told her we forgot 
where we lived, and we forgot our names.  Can you believe that?  Alpha had 
a skinned knee, but was okay.  So we started walking home.  We went up and 
down different streets with this car following slowly behind us.  We never went 
near our house, so they finally left!  Then that evening my Aunt Alice came over 
and said, “Was I dreaming, or did I see Alpha get hit by a car?”  My dad looked 
at us.  We all started to cry....zapped by the fickle finger of fate!

We had moved out of my aunt’s house at this time and the neighborhood we 
were in was nice and had lots of kids to play with.  Two doors down, on one side 
a family named Croucher lived.  Their little girl, Anita, and I were good playmates.  
They were so nice to me.  I stayed the night with Anita many times.  Her mother 
gave me my first pair of ice skates, and they gave me so much fun and pleasure.  
They also had a lake cabin about 100 miles away.  They would take me with them 
when they went.  I loved to go -- sometimes I was gone from home for a week!

Mrs. Croucher always fixed our plates.  She would put a vegetable on it that I 
didn’t like, and I’d say, “I don’t like those.”  She would say, “Oh, everybody eats a 
little of everything, and then if their plate is clean, they get dessert!”  And if you 
had ever had some of Mrs. Croucher’s dessert, you would know why I “cleaned 
my plate,” whether I liked it or not!  When I got older, I often wondered why they 
would let me go with them so much, and one day it dawned on me -- they knew 

how poor we were and were being good to me so I could experience something 
I never could otherwise!

One day when we were walking to the grocery store, we saw that some new 
people had moved in along the way.  The girl was Margaret’s age.  She was 
outside on the open porch and was playing the guitar and singing.  Sadly, she 
didn’t have legs!  We walked by, but asked Mother if we could go back and talk 
to her.  We did, and her name was Avis.  My, how we sang with her -- so many 
songs!  I think we sounded pretty good.  Then one day we went, and they were 
gone.  Didn’t even say they were leaving.

Two doors down the other way, was a family named Law -- he was an 
immigration officer.  They had five children when they moved in, and seven when 
they left.  I guess I was about eight when they came.  She had been a nurse, 
and she taught me how to make a bed,  nice and neat.  They didn’t have “fitted” 
bottom sheets in those days.  She showed me how to “miter” the corners to make 
it look nice!  I would help her with the babies.  She told me to take the food from 
the outside edges first, because it wasn’t so hot there.  I used that with my own 
children.  When I was twelve, they moved to Winnipeg.  How I missed them!

Our Sunday School always had a program at Christmas time.  Every year they 
would give me a verse to memorize.  One year there were three girls for one 
verse.  We all memorized a part.  Mine went like this:

“Long ago, when a star shone red, O’er a tiny Babe in His humble bed,
Far from the East the wise men brought, Precious gifts to the Prince they 

sought;  They traveled long and they traveled far, Their goal a Prince and their 
guide a Star!”

I wanted so much to be asked to sing a solo, but was always passed up for 
someone else.  One day I was telling my mother I wanted to sing, and I started 
crying.  She took me on her lap and said, “Honey, the reason they always ask 
you to recite is because you talk so clearly and loud so everyone can hear you.  
I’ll bet the ones that are singing couldn’t do that!”  She made me feel so proud.

One year we had a bad forest fire season.  Our town of International Falls, 
was surrounded by fire.  At night it looked like a big red ring.  They closed the 
schools and recruited 13 and 14 year old boys to help fight the fires.  My mother 
had a bushel basket on the kitchen table with five blankets, water, food, jackets 
and hats.  If the fire got out of control, everyone was to go to the river and wet 
the blankets and lay under them, and hope the fire wouldn’t come that way.  We 
heard on the radio -- “International Falls is doomed!”  I was so scared!

We slept with wash cloths over our eyes because of the smoke.  Then one 
night they said the wind had shifted and they were able to get the fire under 
control.  What good news that was!  I bet God got a lot of “thank you” prayers 
that day!

Our neighbor, Mr. Law, worked for the immigration service and was on a 
business trip to Sault St. Marie when the fires started.  He headed for home to 
be with his family.  He said when he got about 50 miles out of town they stopped 
him and said he could NOT go any further because of the fire.  He told them, “My 
wife and children are there and I AM going to be with them.  If you want to stop 
me, you’ll have to shoot me!”  He made it safely, and that was the night the wind 
shifted.  I think he was everyone’s “Guardian Angel.”

When I was 13, I started babysitting for the Parkers.  They had two little girls.  I 
would go about 6 p.m. and they would get home about 1 a.m....and I would earn 
a quarter!  One time I stayed overnight and went to their company picnic the next 
day to help with the girls.  I ran in a race and won first place and got a dollar!  
Wow!  A dollar!  We had stationary boxes we kept special things in.  My $1.25 
went in there, and I spent it carefully.  I still have one of my stationary boxes from 
my childhood.  It has seen better days, but to me it is a treasure!  It holds some 
special things from my past.

From here on, you know how my life went.  What a lucky person I am.  I hope 
I can be around for awhile, but I turned 89 in August.  Think about that......pretty 
old, huh?  

I wish everybody could take a trip to International Falls.  It has not changed in 
all these years.  You wouldn’t believe a beautiful place like this actually exists.  
The winters are very cold  -- down to 50 below -- but the summers make up for 
it.  Beautiful lakes and scenery!  You can walk across a bridge and be in Fort 
Frances, Ontario, Canada!  If you feel like taking a trip, head for “The Falls,” as 
we call it!

All my love, Ruth

SHArinG CHilDHOOD mEmOriES - GrOwinG uP in “THE FAllS”
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 “I really enjoyed reading my latest issue. There sure were a lot of  articles 
and pictures of my relatives!  My mother, Dorothy (Thompson) Brown, Class 
of 1936, lives in Fountain Hills, AZ in an assisted living 
facility. She is soon to be 95 years old and still in good 
health.  She will really enjoy the articles that I will 
share with her. Thank you so much for all that you do!!! 
Marilyn (Brown) Longaecker, Class of 1958

 “To all you hard-working newsletter folks:  Every time 
I get a copy of the newsletter I am just amazed at your 
fine work.  Every issue is pure delight.  I don’t know 
how you do it.  Do keep it up -- your labors are really 
appreciated.  Many, many thanks for all the pleasure 
you bring to your alumni.”  Kathryn (Shaw) Martin, 
Class of 1946
(Along with her glowing review -- <Thank YOU, 
Kathryn!> -- she sent along a treasured family recipe.  
Watch for it in “Alumni Recipe Box” in our next issue.)

 “This is a super publication! Thanks.”  Linda Sterner, Class of 1961

 Sandy (Samson) Lewis, Class of 1956 writes:  “I appreciate the time and 
effort that goes into this publication and look forward to each issue.  So does 
my 100 year old mother!”

 “I want to thank you for all the hard work you do for us.  It means a lot to me.”  
Blanche (McNamar) Perusse, Class of 1956’’

 Along with his renewal donation, Marvin Bakken, Class of 1943, sends the 
following ditty:  “Always remember, the time you ENJOY wasting, is NOT 
wasted time!”

 “I enjoy the subscription and appreciate your efforts!”  Scott Schlieff, Class 
of 1978

 From Tim (“Not-an-FHS-Grad”) Heinle:  “My wife of 50 years, Joan (Vold) 
Heinle, Class of 1960, receives your publication 2 or 3 times a year.  It is 
fantastic!  I went to a big high school (600 per class) in Ohio, and we have 
nothing like your newsletter.  I do not know a lot of the people you write about, 
yet I read it page by page and really enjoy all the stories.  Thanks for all your 
hard work.” 

 “Thanks for everything you do.  Really enjoy the paper!”  Patricia (Hartje) 
Ledbetter, Class of 1960

 Patti Salo, daughter of two FHS grads, writes:  “Thank 
you for your hard work in order to keep us informed 
on what is going on with the alumni.  I read it cover to 
cover when it arrives in the mail.  My mom, Mary Jane 
(Shaw) Mathews, Class of 1949 was 82 years old last 
August.  She has that horrible Alzheimers Disease.  
My dad was Earl Mathews, Class of 1947.  although 
we moved away and I never graduated with the Falls 
Class of 1971, I love to keep up with the news just the 
same.  Here is my check so I can keep enjoying your 
newsletter!” 

 Tera Arnold, Class of 1983, and author of Letters to 
Bert, writes:  I can’t thank you enough for that wonderful 
review of my book.  (June, 2013)  It was such a kick for 

me to see it in the Alumni News.  Yay!  Fun!  There’s no better place to be than 
in the Falls, June through August.  Thanks so very much for everything!”

 “Thanks so much for all the hard work you do putting out the paper.  I didn’t 
graduate from FHS, but my husband did (Morris “Sonny” Vold, Class of 1961.)  
After living in the Falls for 33 years, and working at Super One for 17 years, I 
got to know many people in town, and I enjoy keeping up with them through 
your newsletter!”  Kathann “Kass” Vold

 From Kathellen (Bigler) Kroulik, Class of 1940:  “I’m sorry I won’t be taking 
the paper anymore. I have enjoyed it all these years and find I don’t know any 
friends, nor my class of 1940, yes we are getting few of us left.  I’m just putting 
in my last years, I think, for the Foster Grand Parent program I’ve been in for 
20 years.  I hate to leave the program as it has been a wonderful time helping 
the grades I’ve worked with.  I hope you have a good winter and stay well.”  
(Thanks for letting us know.  We wish you well!)

lETTErS FrOm THE “mAil BAG”

A nOTE ABOuT “FinAl FArEwEll”
The obituaries you see in this issue were submitted to us by family 

members of the deceased.  We appreciate the story-like nature of these 
contributions, and would like to invite our readers to tell their loved 
one’s “Life Story,” or to share a “Celebration of Life.”  We are pleased to 
include one or more photos, at your discretion.  We want to offer you the 
opportunity to share a little more of the personality and perspective each 
person brings to life.  Because we are the FHS Alumni News, we’d like to 
include the graduation year of everyone mentioned.  Many of our readers 
have learned of a classmate’s loss through our publication, and had the 
chance to send condolences. If you have lost a loved one, and want to 
celebrate their life with this community, please send stories and pictures to 
fhsalumninews@gmail.com or to Alumni News, PO Box 933, 
Intl Falls, MN 56649

FHS ClASS OF 1953 
CElEBrATES 60 YEArS!

 The Class of ‘53 had their 60th reunion of July 5th at the AmericInn.  
Thirty-three classmates, along with some spouses and friends, were 
in attendance.  Marilyn Boe and Ancy Morse organized the event, and 
they give thanks to Dave Thomas for providing names and addresses of 
classmates.

 Lunch was ordered off the menu, and everyone enjoyed homemade 
wine, compliments of Jerry Caple.  A “Not Your Usual Reunion” for 
“Not Your Usual Class!”  Everyone came to relax, reminisce and renew 
friendships made over 60 years ago.

SHArE YOur STOriES!
Your Alumni Newspaper would love to publish YOUR news!

Want to view this February 2014 
Alumni Newsletter online?  

Go to: www.fhsreunion.org at the top 
of the screen and apply for a 

password for newsletter access.
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The Class of 1951 had some great fun re-creating 
a “moment in time” from their 1938 - 1939 
Kindergarten year.  A newspaper clipping from 
1938 shows the Baker school Kindergartners 
putting on a show for their mothers.  Years later, 
Barbara (White) Gooding and Joanne Finstad 
decorate “Little John Sontag” again, this time for 
the amusement of their classmates.

THE ClASS OF 1951

nEwSlETTEr 
EDiTOr and wriTEr

The FHS Alumni News is looking 
for someone to take over the writing 
and editing of this newsletter.  It is 

produced online, so you may do this 
job from wherever you currently live!

Qualifications include strong writing 
skills and the ability to 

organize and edit stories and pictures submitted online. 
 (Knowledge of electronic lay-out is NOT required.)

Please submit resume and letter of interest to:
FHS Alumni News

PO Box 933
Intl Falls, MN 56649

or online to:  fhsalumninews@gmail.com

Thanks to 
Scott Pearson, 
Class of 1973, 

for submitting the DVD 
documenting all the fun of 

their 40th Reunion, celebrated 
at Madden’s Resort.  Three 
chapters, set to music, paid 
homage to our hometown, 

deceased classmates, and the 
3-day celebration of friends 

reunited.  It sure looked like a 
grand time was had by all!

(Scott, if there was a way to 
capture images from the dvd to 

share with our readers....... 
I couldn’t figure it out.  Scott 

may be able to send you a copy.  
If interested, send your request 

to rspearson@fedins.com)

nEw EmAil 
ADDrESS

FOr SuBmiSSiOnS
TO FHS Alumni 

nEwS

 fhsalumninews@gmail.com 

Please submit your stories 
and pictures (in jpeg) 

to this new email address 
for all upcoming issues.

Submissions may also 
continue to be sent to: 

PO Box 933, 
Int’l Falls, MN 56649

We look forward to hearing 
from you!
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Class of 1952 - SHIRLEY (NESS) LYONS, 78.  
October 10, 1934 - May 21, 2013
Shirley (Ness) Lyons, 78, passed away suddenly, 

at Queen of the Valley Hospital in Napa, California 
on May 21st from complications of pancreatic 
cancer.

Shirley was born in Grand Forks, North Dakota 
on October 10, 1934 to Roy and Lillian Ness.  She 
moved to International Falls, MN in 1936 and 
graduated from Falls High School in 1952.  She 
moved to Napa, CA in 1953.

Shirley played an active part in her church, the 
Napa Valley Lutheran Church, and in her community. She enjoyed volunteering 
at Community Projects.  She loved her yard and her terrier “Tiger,” her 
constant companion.   She was an extremely caring person, and showed 
that passion in her love of animals and her many friends.  She enjoyed many 
activities including bowling, bocce ball, dominos, lunch with her friends and 
an occasional visit to the casinos. She loved cooking and was a super cook.  
Dinners at her house were always superb.

 She is survived by her son Danny and sister Eileen Bodnar, both of Napa, 
her best friend and loving companion, her terrier “Tiger,” and several nieces 
and nephews.  She was preceded in death by her husband, Larry, in 2008, her 
parents and her brother, Robert Ness.

Class of 1954 - JUANITA (OVESON) LEOLICH, 
77.  December 29, 1935 - October 5, 2013

Juanita (Oveson) Leolich, 77, of International Falls, 
MN, passed away Saturday, Oct. 5, 2013, after a 
long struggle with COPD.

Juanita was born in Ranier, MN, to Clarence and 
Nellie (Mills) Oveson on Dec. 29, 1935.  She was 
a resident of the area all her life, except for a short 
time in Minneapolis, MN, and Alaska.  She attended 
Ranier and International Falls schools, graduating 
in 1954.  Following graduation, she was hired by 
Mando.  She retired in 1994 from Boise Cascade 

after 38 years of continuous employment as an executive assistant.
She enjoyed all that God had created. Nature of all kinds fascinated her, 

especially while at the cabin in Saginaw Bay. There was even a rock bass 
that would nibble her toes, and bear and deer would stop and listen when she 
talked to them.  Besides wildlife, her interests included crafts of all kinds. She 
loved a challenge and would create many things from sewing, to taxidermy, to 
woodworking. She made many items for friends and relatives.

Preceding her in death were her parents and husband, Steve Leolich.  
Survivors include her son, Guy (Betty) Leolich; granddaughter, Alicia (Craig 
Selander) Leolich; brother, Duane (Beverly) Oveson; sister, Jaqlynne Valerius; 
significant other and caregiver, Robert Sullivan; and many loving nieces, 
nephews, long-time friends and neighbors.

Memoriam donations are preferred to Borderland Humane Society, Falls 
Education Foundation, or the donor’s choice.

Class of 1943 - EMELIA “MILLIE” (SANTINE) 
POLLARD, of Modesto, CA, (formerly of 
International Falls, Minn.), passed in her sleep 
Sunday, Dec. 8, 2013, at Stratford at Beyer Park in 
Modesto.  Her husband, Norman Pollard, preceded 
her, March 15, 2008. 

Emelia’s family — Toni (Roy) Valley, Dennis (Gail) 
Pollard, Kathy (Dean) Lamb, Cindy Ledoux, Norman 
B. (Norma) Pollard — as well as her 14 grand and 
17 great-grandchildren, mourn her passing.

Emelia will be interned with her husband, Norman 
T. Pollard, in the Sacramento Valley National 

Cemetery in the San Francisco area.  A memorial service was held at Grace 
Lutheran Church of Modesto, CA, the week of January 12, 2014.

FinAl FArEwEll
RICHARD B. “DICK” CARLSON, 86.  March 26, 1927 - August 14, 

2013.  Dick Carlson passed away on August 14, 2013 surrounded by his 
family.  Richard was a loving, kind-hearted husband of 56 years to Mary 
Lou (Hoselton) Carlson (FHS Grad, Class of 1952) and a wonderful father, 
grandfather and friend. He is survived by wife, Mary Lou; daughter, Kim 
McAllister, son-in-law Shawn McAllister and grandson Tyler McAllister; son, 
Rick Carlson and fiancée Yvonne Witucki Roe and daughter, Hannah, and 
brother, Burt Carlson. Dick had a quick wit and sweet smile. He lived in the 
Minnetonka area most of his life. He was an avid woodcarver and loved 
spending time with family and friends.

Class of 1950 - WILLIAM (BILL) J. DOUGHERTY, 
82.   February 4, 1931 - April 28, 2013

William (Bill) J. Dougherty, 82, of Rainy Lake 
and Tamarac, Fla., died Sunday, April 28, 2013, at 
Essentia Health, St. Mary’s Medical Center, Duluth, 
MN.

Bill was born Feb. 4, 1931, in Fort Frances, 
Ontario.  He graduated from Falls High School in 
1950, and served in the United States Air Force 
from 1951 to 1954, in Korea.  He married June 
Williams on Oct. 30, 1954. 

June and Bill, along with their family, owned and 
operated Rainy Lake Houseboats for the past 34 

years.  Prior to that he was a maintenance supervisor at Erie Mining Company 
in Hoyt Lakes, MN.  He also served as a police officer and an IRC hockey 
referee while living in Hoyt Lakes.  Bill also had a partnership in Thunderbird 
Lodge from 1986 to 1995.  He was a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
Elks Club and Knights of Columbus.  For the past several years, Bill and June 
spent their winters in Tamarac, FL, and their summers on Rainy Lake.

More than anything, Bill loved time with his family and friends, Rainy Lake, 
a good meal, hockey, the Florida sunshine, and the great outdoors.  He had a 
special knack for mentoring young employees and always said “your first job is 
your most important job.”  The stories we hear bear witness to that. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Leo and Mary Dougherty; sisters, 
Pat Larson, Esther (Tully) Kane and Myrna Nystrom; and niece, Mary Jean 
Larson Tannis.  Bill is survived by his wife, June Dougherty; sons, Billy 
(Cathie), Charlie (Tammy) and Tom (Tami Renollet); grandchildren, Rachel, 
Joey, Michael, Lacey, Laura, Thasa, James, Lucas and Andy; great-grandchild, 
Abby; brother, Dick (Judy) Dougherty; sister, Delores (Roger) Campbell; and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

The memorial service was Friday, May 3, at St. Thomas Catholic Church, 
followed by a luncheon at Thunderbird Lodge.  In memoriam donations may 
be made to the St. Thomas Catholic School, North Star Hospice or Rainy Lake 
Medical Center Foundation.  Condolences may be left at www.greenlarsen.
com.

Class of 1986 - DANIEL DWAYNE SYKES, 45.  November 12, 1967 - May 3, 
2013.  Daniel Dwayne Sykes, 45, of Anchorage, Alaska, passed away Friday, 
May 3, 2013 at his home. Born November 12, 1967, in International Falls, he 
graduated from Falls High School in 1986. He served in the United States 
Navy as a Seabee for eight years, and upon discharge used the skills learned 
in the service to become a heavy equipment operator.

Dan was an avid outdoorsman.  He enjoyed camping, hunting, fishing, and 
anything that had to do with being in the open tundra of Alaska. Dan called it 
“being in heaven all the time.”

Dan was preceded in death by his parents, William and Jennette Sykes; 
sister, Connie Morey, and twin brother, David Sykes.  He is survived by his 
brother and sister-in-law, Michael and Laurie Sykes of East Bethel, MN; 
his guardians after his parents early death; sister, Carol (Lonnie) Butts, 
International Falls; brother, Bill (Robyn) Sykes, North Branch, MN; nieces, 
nephews and his many dear friends in Alaska. A military service was held on 
June 10, 2013 at Fort Snelling.

Final Farewell Continued on Page 17
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FinAl FArEwEll

This photo was taken in 1962 at City Beach.  Left to right are John’s sisters 
Elizabeth (Libby) Peterson (Class of 1940), John L. Wenberg (Class of 1938), 
Meryl Lundin (Class of 1937), Dorothy Haugland (Class of 1935), Lois Brown 
(Class of 1934) and John’s dad, Sig Wenberg. 

This photo was taken up at Mainville in 1968 with John, Dale Pehrson, 
and Lennard Lundin (Class of 1935) showing off their stringers of fish.

Class of 1938 - JOHN LLOYD WENBERG, 92
February 10, 1921 - September 14, 2013
John Lloyd Wenberg, 92, died at the Good 

Samaritan Society, International Falls, Minnesota 
on Saturday, September 14, 2013.   He was born on 
February 10, 1921 in International Falls, Minnesota 
to Sigurd and Sarah (Horgen) Wenberg.  John 
attended local schools and graduated from Falls 
High School in 1938.   

John Lloyd Wenberg was a lifelong member of 
Zion Lutheran Church.   He was baptized in 1921, 
confirmed in 1935, and on August 21, 1943 was 

united in marriage to Betty Jane Thompson by the Rev. R.O. Evans at Zion 
Lutheran Church.  John was very active in the Church and Sunday School, 
serving as a council member and on call committees, and singing in the choir 
for over 60 years.  For many years he was in a quartet with his sisters Dorothy 
Haugland and Meryl Lundin and brother-in-law Lennard Lundin.

John enjoyed fishing on Rainy Lake with his family at his favorite spots 
in Redgut and Mainville, picnicking at City Beach, Sand Point, Birchdale 
and Woodenfrog, and blueberry picking on the VGalvin Line.  He spent the 
summers of his youth on his grandparent’s Alfred and Anetta Horgen’s farm 
in Warren, Minnesota.  John loved to golf at the Falls Country Club and 
while wintering in Punta Gorda, Florida after his retirement.   He also was 
an avid Minnesota Vikings and Twins fan.  He enjoyed music, especially the 
Big Band era and “Polka Dots and Moonbeams” and “Unforgettable.”  He 
enjoyed spending time with his family, including his children, nieces, nephews, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren and was a wonderful role model for 
them.  He was a loving husband, father, brother, uncle, grandfather and great-
grandfather who is greatly missed by all who knew him.  

John was a World War II veteran, inducted into the U.S. Army at Fort Snelling 
on September 14, 1942.  He served as a truck driver with the 227th Anti-
Aircraft Artillery Searchlight Battalion Battery B in Australia, New Guinea and 
the Philippines from January of 1943 to January of 1946.   The Battalion was 
awarded the Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal with a Bronze service arrowhead 
and three Bronze service stars for participation in the New Guinea, Leyte and 
Luzon Campaigns, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with a Bronze star and the 
Philippine Presidential Unit Citation Badge.   He was a lifetime member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the American Legion.

 John owned and operated Wenberg Transfer, a business founded by his 
father Sigurd Wenberg in 1924.   John took over the business from Sig in 
1946.  He started working on the trucks with his dad at a young age, hauling 
mail and fish to the train station and gradually expanding from straight trucks 
to semi-trucks. He also hauled pulp and worked at the Biondich logging camp 
in the late 30’s and 40’s. He expertly packed and moved many households 
into and out of International Falls and the general area from 1946 to 1978.   

A well-respected employer and business owner serving the community of 
International Falls, John safely drove trucks and transported needed goods 
for close to a million miles throughout the region in all weather conditions with 
no accidents.   He was in partnership with his son, John S. from 1972 to 1987 
when he retired.  

 John was preceded in death by his wife of nearly 70 years Betty (Thompson) 
Wenberg (Class of 1943) in March 2013, parents Sigurd and Sarah Horgen 
Wenberg, sisters Lois Brown (Class of 1934), Dorothy Haugland (Class of 
1935), Meryl Lundin (Class of 1937) and Elizabeth (Libby) Peterson (Class of 
1940), father-in-law Ben Thompson, mother-in-law Gina Thompson, brothers-
in-law Harold Brown, Harold Haugland (Class of 1932), Lennard Lundin 
(Class of 1935), James Peterson, Lynn (Bud) Thompson (Class of 1938), 
Milton Thompson (Class of 1939), Marshall Brown (Class of 1935), Loren 
Sartain, Norman Stubee (Class of 1940), Morris Cline, James Thompson 
(Class of 1946), and George Vaux, sisters-in-law Ruby Estabrooks (Class of 
1942), Mavis Sartain (Class of 1941), Eileen Stubee (Class of 1945), Shirley 
Thompson, and Margaret Cline (Class of 1948).  

 John is survived by his son John S. Wenberg (Class of 1967) and his wife 
Pamela (Class of 1968) of International Falls,  daughters Mary Jane Carlson 
(Class of 1965) and her husband Larry of Port Charlotte, Florida and Candace 
Haugtvedt (Class of 1977) and her husband Curtis of Westerville, Ohio, and 
Sharon, North Dakota, grandchildren Michael Carlson, Jody Youso (Class of 
1987) and her husband Shawn (Class of 1984), Jennifer Wenberg Anderson 
(Class of 1988) and her husband Charles (Class of 1988), Clayton Wenberg 
(Class of 1991) and his wife Dena (Class of 1988), Erica Haugtvedt (Evan 
Thomas) and Andrea Haugtvedt, great-grandchildren Jessa Youso, Ethan 
Youso, Gunnar Anderson (Class of 2013), Teagan Anderson, Kelby Anderson 
and Kenzie Wenberg, brother-in-law Gillette Keith Amidon (Class of 1953), 
sisters-in-law Dorothy Brown (Class of 1936), Shirley Vaux (Class of 1951), 
Janet Amidon (Class of 1954) and Margaret Thompson (Class of 1943), many 
cousins, nieces and nephews.   

A celebration of life service was held on Friday September 20, 2013 at 1pm 
at Zion Lutheran Church with military rites. Military rites were accorded by 
the local Veterans of Foreign Wars club, and flag presentation was by Wayne 
Sampson.

Presiding minister was the Rev. Stephen Olson, with John’s nephew and 
godson, the Rev. Gary Sartain, as preacher and eulogist.  Donna Barg, 
accompanied by Joe Belanger, sang the solos “Softly and Tenderly” and “Just 
a Closer Walk With Thee.”  A luncheon followed the service in the church 
parlors served by the church women.  Interment was in the VFW section of 
Forest Hill Cemetery next to his wife, Betty Jane Wenberg, who died in March 
2013.  Margarete Kostiuk sang “Nearer My God to Thee” at the cemetery.

Condolences may be left at the online guestbook at www.greenlarsen.com or 
mailed to Candace Haugtvedt, 215 Sassafras Way, Westerville, OH  43081.

Final Farewell continued from Page 16
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TimE FliES!
John’s daughter, Candace (Wenberg) Haugvedt, Class of 1977, shared this 25 year old photo of her dad’s 50th class reunion back in 1988. John’s “Class of 1938” 
celebrated their 75th reunion this past summer!  Many of these local folks have passed away in recent years, and Candy knew our readers would be interested in 
this bit of history with so many local parents and grandparents pictured.  Thank you!
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Plans are underway, and any one of these gals could send you 
in the right direction for more information about the celebration.   
In between reunions, this group meets monthly, enjoying great 

conversation and catching up on all the “latest!”

Front row:  Nancy (Davey) Haugland, Ruthie (Perling) 
Simmons, Marlys (Aasen) Stansbury, Joan (Nelson) Bolzan.
Back row:  Doris (Braaten) Porter, Cheryl (Paquin) Couture, 

Diane (Haglund) Funk, Carol (Frederick) Hauge, Joan (Mann) 
Belanger and Betty (Lepper) Boelk.

ClASS OF 1958 HOlDS 55th rEuniOn

Here it is 5 yrs. later and they did it again!
Chairpersons Margaret (Myers) Tyson, Sharalyn (Blanchard) Schaak, and Dennis Olander stepped 

up to the plate and made another homerun.  We applaud them for accepting the challenge again, 
with no hesitation.
 We began the weekend with a ‘meet and greet’ at Almost Lindys.  It was a good time to renew 

many acquaintances and was very well attended. A delicious pulled pork sandwich buffet was 
available for those who wished to eat.  The next night, we enjoyed a social hour at the Thunderbird 
Annex, followed by a wonderful full course dinner buffet.  The Red Hat Kats of the class of ’58, 
again served as our gracious hostesses.

 Dennis Olander served as MC for the evening, during which we observed a moment of silence in 
memory of the 11 classmates who have passed away since our 50th reunion.  The total deceased 
classmates for the class of ’58, is 53.

 Laurie Pleimling Skifstrom limbered us up by leading us in a rousing rendition of the school song, before the dancing started.  
Approximately 75 ‘young at heart’ enjoyed the music of Pat Porter singing and playing our favorite 50’s & 60’s tunes and special requests. We did indeed dance our 
socks off!
 A perfect ending to a perfect evening was Stan Louiseau, on his trumpet, playing our so familiar “Cherry Pink and Apple Blossom White,” just as he had for so 

many years during our school teen dances.
 Thank you, thank you, thank you, to the Class of ’58 for attending the 55th Reunion. You really helped make it such a great success!  When the question was 

asked, “Are you up for a 60th Reunion?” there was a resounding YES!
 Don’t forget the ACR in 2016.  Hope to see you all there!
 

THE ClASS OF 1964 will BE 
CElEBrATinG THEir 50TH rEuniOn 

THiS YEAr!
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submitted by Diane Edens, Class of 1968
We are pleased to announce that we won 3rd place and $100 for our 

float in the July 4th parade. Bill Mio and Brian Keeney built bleachers and 
a football goal post. Judy and Brian Keeney installed AstroTurf and printed 
BRONCOS on it in the end zone.  They decorated the float, which was their 
trailer with purple & gold skirting and several banners. Riding on the float were 
classmates:  Janet (Bergvall) Nelson, Judy (Ruport) Keeney, Mary (Morse) 
Hogan, Mary Pat Bruggeman, Vallorie (Thomas) Toder, Candy (Saari) Nelson, 
Pam (Woods) Wenberg, Diane (Jenson) Edens, Cindy (Long) Milender, Robyn 
(Constantine) Phillips, Fran (Maruk) Larocque,  Gordy Dault, Bill Mio, Terry 
“Krazy” Thompson, Curtis Hendrickson and Ricky Toninato.  We were honored 

to also have the Bronco Mascot riding on our float and cheering with us. Brian 
Keeney was driving the truck.  The float was followed by a Mustang convertible 
carrying classmates Laura Lea (Grover) Lagerquist and Cathy Cousineau. 
Classmates showed they still have school/Bronco spirit by wearing purple & 
gold t- shirts, purple & gold boas, purple & gold wigs, shaking pom poms and 
singing and cheering to the Falls High Sportsmanship song. Yes, everyone 
heard us coming!!  Classmates agreed to donate our $100 winnings to the Falls 
Education Foundation to show support of our Alma Mater, Falls High School.

Classmates practiced for the reunion “3 minutes” of entertainment at the 
home of Janet (Bergvall) Nelson and Bill Mio the evening before the reunion. 
We lovingly called our presentation the Ben Gay Recital. It was a dance to 

ClASS OF 1968 - 45TH rEuniOn
JulY 6, 2013 AT SHA SHA rESOrT On rAinY lAKE

The class is not in rows, so listing the names in order wasn’t possible!  The last 3 rows are listed as the “Back Row,” and zigzag back and forth.  1st Row:  Pam 
(Woods) Wenberg, Amber (Duvos) Callies, Denise (Bakke) Lucachick, Barb (Jensen) Nass, Diane (McBride) Wright, Barb (Strandberg) Wichner, Diane (Jenson) 
Edens, Brian Keeney, Janice (Skogstad) Olson (seated).  2nd Row:  Candy (Saari) Nelson, Becky (Larsen) Griffin, Judy (Ruport) Keeney, Cindy (Long) Milender, 
Bev (Matiski) Simon, Sandy (Oveson) Wherley, Dan Wherley, Dave Austin.  3rd & 4th Rows:  Ron Douglas, Mary (Olson) Sutch, Robyn (Constantine) Phillips, Pam 
(Olson) Jenson, Mary Jo (Hillstead) Vigoren, Sherry (Christopherson) Douglas, Barb (Johnson) Springsteel, Vicki (Brouillard) Stone, Audrey (Henrickson) Roche, 
Cathy Cousineau, Julia (Lucca) Earnest, Mary (Morse) Hogan, Donna (Maki) Wrolstad, Diane (Hanson) Martin, Bill Ewald, Terry McMicken.  Back Row(s):  Joe 
Williams, Curtis Hendrickson Mike Biondich, Pat DeMarchi, Vallorie (Thomas) Toder, Barb (Halverson) DeMarchi, Gary Harris, Hans Bilben, Pam (Thompson) 
Saunders, Jerry Bolin, Mike Larson, Anita (Arnold) Hausmann, Andy Hedlund, Pat McReynolds, Fran (Maruk) Larocque, Pat Hogan, Bill Mio, Janet (Bergvall) 
Nelson, Gordy Dault, Brian McBride, Darrell “Boxer” Wagner, Jim “Toby” Ballan, Larry Simon, Terry “Krazy” Thompson, Bill Ewald, Ron Nagurski, Greg Page, Jon 
Zeipen.  Others in attendance, but not pictured:  John Braaten, Mary Bruggeman, Mary (Neumayer) Hanson, Ardel Henrickson, Martha (Gawtry) Landmark, James 
Landmark, Carol (Thompson) Lee, Dwayne Mannausau, Rodney Rud, Rick Toninato, Linda (Rasmussen) Vellieux, Terry Wiszek, Terry Harala, Peggy Thomas, Ron 
Edwardson and Rochelle (Clarity) Christensen.
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Top Songs of 1968
1. The Beatles, “Hey Jude” b/w 

“Revolution”
2. Marvin Gaye, “I Heard It 

Through The Grapevine”
3. The Rolling Stones, “Jumpin’ 

Jack Flash”
4. Otis Redding, “(Sittin’ On) The 

Dock Of The Bay”
5. Steppenwolf, “Born to Be Wild”
6. Archie Bell and the Drells, 

“Tighten Up”

7. The Temptations, “I Wish It 
Would Rain”

8. Tommy James and the 
Shondells, “Mony Mony”

9. Diana Ross and the Supremes, 
“Love Child”

10. Jimi Hendrix, “All Along The 
Watchtower”

the 1962 song, “Do You Love Me, now that I can dance?” The dance was 
choreographed by Darcie Schulz, and incorporated many of the dances of 
the 1960’s. We did the Mashed Potato, the Twist, the Shimmy, the Hitchhiker, 

the Swim, Go Go Dancing and maybe even a little dirty dancing.  Classmates 
dancing and laughing through the dance were Terry “Krazy” Thompson, 
Mary Hogan, Judy Keeney, Pam Wenberg, Diane Edens, Janet Nelson, Bill 
Mio, Gordy Dault, Cindy Milendar, Cathy Cousineau, Becky (Larsen) Griffin, 
Sherry (Christopherson) Douglas, Audrey (Henrickson) Roche, Donna (Maki) 
Wrolstad, Denise (Bakke) Lucachick,  Curtis Hendrickson and Ron Nagurski.  
The last time our reunion entertainment was a dance was in the 1970s with 
several male classmates dressed up like raisins, dancing to “I Heard It from 
the Grapevine.” We still laugh recalling that memory.

 The reunion was held at Sha Sha Resort on Saturday evening starting at 
7:00. The Boat House was decorated with purple & gold helium balloons, 
banners and purple & gold table clothes. Mary Hogan made the memory 
board which displayed names and pictures of 47 classmates who have passed 
away.  Classmates took a reflective moment remembering each and every one 
of them.

 The stage was set up for the Reunion Band made up of FHS Alumni from 
classes 1964-1968. Entertaining us all evening while we danced our feet 
off were Chuck Lepper (FHS 1964), Greg Anderson (1966), Lynn Schwankl 
(1966), Jon Zeipen (1968), three musicians from Fort Frances who played in 
bands on the Canadian side of the river for many years. There were also guest 
appearances from Warren Wagness (1966) and Brian Toder (1966). A GREAT 
time was had by all! Classmates danced and sang along with the band. The 
dance floor was always full.

 The band started playing at 8:00 with “Diana”. The second song was, “Do 
You Love Me.” And the Ben Gay Recital began with all 17 classmates decked 
out in boas, wigs, hats, glowing necklaces and bracelets and some even with 
flashing grass leis. Classmates laughed along with the dancers during the 
classmates “3 minutes” of entertainment. It was decided once wasn’t enough, 
so the dance was repeated at 10:00 with lots of other classmates joining the 17 
original dancers as everyone did the twist, mashed potato, shimmy, hitch hiker 
& swim.  

 Cedulie took the class picture at 7:30 in the boat house, because it was 
raining outside.  It’s not an easy task organizing that many people for a class 
picture but eventually classmates lined up and Sage snapped away.

 The reunion was attended by over 120 classmates and guests. Sha Sha set 
up a buffet table with a variety of food for all evening long snacking. 

 Classmates attending from out of state were: Alaska: Mike & Sandy Larsen, 

and Hans & Jeanne Bilben, Arizona: Cathy Cousineau, Iowa:  Jim & Martha 
(Gawtry) Landmark, Washington: Butch & Barb (Johnson) Springsteel, Alberta, 
Canada: Dan & Fran (Maruk) Larocque, Missouri:  Larry & Bev (Matiski) 
Simon, Nevada:  Terry McMicken, California: Ron & Jane Nagurski, & Mary 
Pat Bruggeman, Colorado:  Dan & Sandy (Oveson) Wherley, Wisconsin: Dan & 
Linda (Rasmussen) Vellieux and  Rick & Marilyn Toninato.

 Classmates donated $2,305 to the class scholarship fund to ensure it will 
continue. The class has given out $13,000 in annual scholarships over the 
last 25 years. This year the annual scholarship amount was raised from $500 
to $750. The scholarship is given to graduates of our alma mater, Falls High 
School.

Everyone agreed this was our best reunion ever. The Reunion Band, great 
attendance by classmates, our “3 minutes” of entertainment, great snacks and 
dancing all evening all helped to make our 45th reunion a memorable evening.

CLass of 1968 continued from Page 20

SHArE YOur STOriES!
Your Alumni Newspaper would love 

to publish YOUR news!
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Five classmates participated in the Bronco 5-K -- 
and they finished!  Jackie (Lisowski) Glowack, Bill 
Knoblauch, Carol Arney, Carole (Ciminski) Snyder, 
Marcy (Ettestad) Solomonson

“Shore Lunch” at the Elks Club was a relaxed 
time to renew friendships.  Joann (Paquin) 
Readman, Trish (Sheridan) Hogan, Marcy 
(Ettestad) Solomonson

Waiting for the parade to start -- Carol (Skoglund) Mann, Bev 
(Pullar) Kockelman, Karen (Forsythe) Piekarski, Ginny (Bishop) 
Werner, Carol Arney

It was great fun to meet up 
with “old” friends.  Karen 
(Forsythe) Piekarski, Sandy 
(Bohmer) Sullivan

Nancy (Ruby) Carew and Terry share a 
good story with Dennis Monrean

Reverend Gary Sartain, Cheryl (Madison) 
Ripley and Reverend Carol Arney had a good 
chat.  What other class is “blessed” with TWO 
Clergy?!?

Bunny (Sullivan) Kearney, Trish (Sheridan) Hogan, 
Carole (Ciminski) Snyder and Janet (Anderson) 
Budris were happy to see each other.

Carole (Ciminski) Snyder, Katie 
(Boeckers) Valentine and Sharon 
(Vellieux) DeWitt reminisced about 
growing up on Sixth Street.

Len Olson and John Gust have 
been friends for at least 60 years, 
and they meet yearly for the hockey 
tournament!

Huffer and Evie (Class of 
‘62) Christianson came from 
Duluth for the reunion.

The first opportunity to renew old friendships was participation in the Independence Day parade.  Under the excellent guidance of Rilla (Hoppe) Korpie, 
classmates worked on the float for 3 days in Larry and Alyce (Henrickson) Mannausau’s garage, then rode on the float and in antique cars provided by Patti (Ruelle) 
Olson and Myrna (Olson) Mannausau.  There were many shouts from the crowd of “Hi, Grandma, Hi Grandpa,” and  the float even won 2nd prize of $150!

 On Friday morning we gathered at Backus Community Center for breakfast, conversation and reminiscing about our “junior high” days there.  Mary Ann Lein 
arranged for the delicious muffins, fruit, juice and coffee for all of us and John Carlson offered words of welcome.  Ward Merrill (director at Backus) gave a great tour 
and we commented on how different the classrooms look now, but also recalled many good times there.  Gary Gilchrist and John Carlson even remembered their 
locker combinations, although they couldn’t quite pinpoint where their lockers were located!

Friday evening found us at the Elks Club for a fish fry and lots more “catching up.” Times remembered and old stories were started by the many newspaper 
clippings from high school that Len Olson brought and mounted on the walls.  The walleye “shore lunch” catered by Fred Wilson and the staff at the Elks was 
delicious and the rainy weather didn’t dampen our spirits.

We gathered at Thunderbird Lodge Saturday evening  for a grand party beginning at 5:30 for a social hour and the class picture.  The evening continued with a 
delicious buffet dinner and more conversation.  Rev. Carol Arney  presented a beautiful video  tribute to our  deceased classmates and Rev. Gary Sartain led us in 
a prayer for our dinner and our friendships.  Gary Gilchrist did a superb job as the Master of Ceremonies with a mixture of jokes and memories.  Nancy Ruby Carew 
made additional comments and the door prizes donated by classmates were a hit!  We talked and laughed and cried and ate and danced to the DJ music provided 
by “King of the Road.”

Sandy (Tollefsrud) Schaaf and Peggy 
(Bolstad) Frykmvv`an have been 
friends since grade school!

  FHS ClASS OF 1963 CElEBrATES 50TH rEuniOn
Fifty Years and we were together again! The Class of 1963 had a great reunion over the 4th of July weekend this past summer.
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“The Guys” got together to talk sports, etc.  John Gust, 
Jerry Emery, Jerry Jensen, Jim Amidon, Len Olson

Lee and Emily Crandall at the 
fish fry at the Elks

Ginny (Bishop) Werner and Sandy (Cousineau) 
Nolen caught up with Joel and Rose Dahlvang.

Jim and Bev Kockelman (both ‘63 
classmates) drove from FL for the 
reunion.

Kurt and Joan Tonn traveled from 
Wisconsin.

Chester Clark and Ted and Alyson White 
enjoyed dinner and stories at the Thunderbird

Coffee, huge muffins, and fruit for breakfast at Backus -- Sandy 
(Cousineau) Nolen, Bob Baron, Dan Skaro, Janet (Anderson) Budris, 
Betty (Nordlum) Gerlach

Breakfast at Backus -- lotsa coffee and converstion!  Mary 
(Holmberg) and Hank Orstad, Mike Hogan, Tom and 
Jackie (Lisowski) Glowack and Trish (Sheridan) Hogan

Karen (Terebenet) Bergstrom, Viki and John Gust, 
and Patti (Ruelle) Olson shared a story at Breakfast.

Nancy (Wherley) and Pete Calder 
enjoyed the dinner at Thunderbird 
Lodge.

  FHS ClASS OF 1963 CElEBrATES 50TH rEuniOn
Fifty Years and we were together again! The Class of 1963 had a great reunion over the 4th of July weekend this past summer.

After a year of planning guided by Jackie (Lisowski )Glowack, who took care of all the changing reservations and the money,  we all agreed that the reunion was 
a wonderful time together. Our class motto Of “Climb Though the Rocks Be Rugged” was the recurrent theme for the whole weekend, from the parade float to the 
table decorations to our conversations and remembrances of over 40 deceased classmates.

 So many people volunteered  to help by just saying “I’ll do that.”  For example, Sherry (Vedaa) Reeve found classmates and addresses on Facebook;  Karen 
(Forsythe) Piekarski arranged for the beautiful cake and the DJ;  Bill Breeton brought the candles; Jim Amidon and John Skrumeda helped the ladies onto the float 
(tough job!); Anne (Byman) Nordstrom helped Jackie with the registrations; Katie (Boeckers) Valentine wrote out all the nametags; Rilla (Hoppe) Korpi and Marlys 
(Beckstrand ) Hanson registered classmates at the Elks; Janet (Anderson) Budris arranged for the dor prizes; Karen (Terebenet )Bergstrom, Bunny (Sullivan) 
Kearney,  and Marcy (Ettestad) Solomonson greeted people at the door and Carole (Ciminski) Snyder  and Patti (Ruelle) Olson took photos at all the events; and 
others helped with distributing cake and decorating.  The  beautiful  class remembrance book  compiled by Carol Arney and illustrated by Myrna Mannausau  with 
the available names and addresses will help us keep in touch for the next reunion and an engraved plaque remembering our deceased classmates will hang in the 
hall at Backus. We thank the committee  for  arranging the events for a wonderful weekend together!

Committee: Jackie (Lisowski) Glowack,Mary Ann Lein, Katie (Boeckers) Valentine, Nancy (Ruby) Carew, Jan (Anderson) Budris, John Carlson, Sherry (Vedaa) 
Reeve, Karen (Terebenet) Bergstrom, Anne (Byman) Nordstrom, Sandy (Larson) Oster, Karen (Forsythe) Piekarski, Peggy (Bolstad) Frykman, Carol Arney, Joann 
(Paquin) Readman, Bill Breeton.

SHArE YOur STOriES!  Your Alumni Newspaper would love to publish YOUR news!
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submitted by Linda (Samson) Sterner, Class of 1961
Three former Falls classmates have corresponded by e-mail since spring 

2011, but hadn’t seen one another for years and years until they had a mini-
reunion at the Hampton Inn on the shores of Lake Bemidji at the end of May.

Donna (Pettis) Phillips, Linda (Samson) Sterner, and Ron Ostman, high 
school class of 1961, had a lot to talk about and enjoyed many laughs at each 
other’s expense (and at the expense of their classmates, names not to be 
revealed). What began as a noon lunch went nonstop until 8:30 p.m. 

Meanwhile, their respective spouses made visits to the local jail and hospital, 
and failing to find them there, went to file reports for missing persons at the 
local police station. When the local cops heard their concerns and collected 
personal profiles of Phillips, Sterner, and Ostman, they immediately declared 
they were a gang of three and nicknamed them “The Unholy Trio.” That done, 
they pushed the whole matter upstairs to the FBI.

Not to worry! J. Edgar’s boys quickly determined The Unholy Trio hadn’t 
budged from their comfy upholstered lounge chairs at the Hampton (with 
only brief time-outs for visits to the coffee pot and powder rooms). They were 
in a trance, apparently mesmerized by memories fueled by the Northern 
Lights yearbook, old photos, and admittedly selective (and probably faulty) 
recollections about International Falls, their siblings, parents, extended 
families, classmates, teachers, and popular culture in the late ‘50s, early ‘60s. 
Truly, this was a meeting of a small sect of devout and dedicated students of 
ancient history.

The conversation, had it been recorded, would be revealing and would 
answer many questions (such as, ‘Why is the Sphinx so dour?’). Some 
factoids did get recorded, however.  See if you can match Donna, Linda, and/
or Ron with the following indisputable gems that emerged during their confab 
(answers* at the end; no fair peeking and no sneak previews):

1. Drives 2003 Porsche Boxter convertible, carefully ___. Manhandles 1996 
Volvo wagon, recklessly (nothing to lose) ___. Bums rides for safety’s sake 
___.

2. Former Sperry Corporation Executive ___. Former School counselor, 
math and American history teacher ___. Former … well, not sure, but 
thinks occupation was University Academic Flunky and Bloated Gas Bag 
Extraordinaire ___.

3. Outstanding, though occasionally tipsy, Finnish/Norwegian ancestors ___. 
Honest, hardworking, clever, decent, svelte (hmm?!) Swedish/Germans ___. 
In-bred Swedes Uff Da! ___.

4. Bibliomaniac, likes heavenly books that are hellishly good ___. Active 
Warren Buffet caliber stock market player (actually makes a good pick once or 
twice a year) ___. Gourmet cook, Move over, Julia, this Child’s breathing down 
your neck ___.

5. Frequently “donates” to casinos ___. Mother is 100+ and has a better 
memory ___. Hates to cook, even forgets to turn oven on when company’s 
invited for formal dinner, compensates deftly with plenty of vino ___.

6. “Baby” of the trio, born April 24th ___. “Elder,” born April 12th ___. Let’s 
see, that leaves the “Middle One,” born April 20th ___. All suffered angst 
associated with being 70.

7. International traveler, including Estonia, Fort Frances, Emo, Littlefork,  
Ericsburg,  Rainy Lake, Fergus Falls ___.

8. Hates to drive and fly. When forced to fly, stays awake no matter what ___. 
Loves to drive within 15 mile radius of home and is a licensed private pilot. 
Risks life either way ___. Once drove 100 mph for a few miles in Wyoming, 
“skeered to death” ___.

9. Plays wicked hand of cheat ‘em/hold ‘em bridge ___. Hates card games, 
especially “Go Fish” with the grandkids ___. Gave up golf, spouse still is a golf 
junkie, go figure ___.

10. Self-described “techie” (that’s a technical term for “geek” for all you 
Luddites out there) ___. Takes thousands of photos using auto focus option, 
occasionally gets a good ‘un ___. Likes historic photos of fire towers, classic 

automobiles, cheesecake poses ___.
11. Food bank stocker/server ___. Library Board Trustee, doesn’t have to pay 

overdue fines and can “lose” really good books bought with taxpayers’ hard 
earned money with impunity ___. Food bank depleter/recipient ___.

12. Prays a lot! Even when it isn’t necessary ___. Lives, fittingly, on Purgatory 
Creek in Colorado ___. Skeptical, but kisses germy Russian icons just to be 
on the safe side ___.

13. Just updated kitchen with shiny new appliances, but forgot to have wiring 
installed. Just for show, anyhow ___. Lazy, Victorian house needs paint 
___. Very proud of recently purchased flower pot, sets off the whole room 
splendidly, sent e-mail attachment with photos ___.

14. Pretends to ride a Harley on holiday photo card (not “skeered a’tall”) ___. 
Never proof reads own riting amd grammmer and believes Jack Kerouac was 
wright bout the bestestreadin’ is of spontaneous ritin, & whatecer, just like 
Twain put down how Huck talkd___. 

15. Never balances checkbook, takes bank’s word for it, silly goose ___.
16. Religiously tries to balance checkbook, can’t. It’s the calculator’s fault 

(grrrr!) ___.
17. Keeps car’s trunk loaded with wine and chocolate for impromptu tailgate 

parties, even when the favorite team’s idle. Seriously, though, there’s bound to 
be teams playing something, somewhere at any given moment. Party hearty! 
___.

18. Closing in on nearly 50 years of marriage. Hard to believe that couple is 
still being carded in bars. Oh, the wonders of plastic surgery! ___.

19. Ran a so-called “circus” in the family garage, charged neighborhood 
kids a nickel to see the monkey house and when they paid up, showed them 
a mirror, kept their nickels. Kids got the last laugh, though, when it was later 
determined the nickels were made of wood ___.

20. Had a ’51 Plymouth named “Ichabod,” always afraid of the headless 
patrolman ___.

21. Parked at “Moonlight Rock,” ‘cause that’s where you could get good 
reception of KOMA, Oklahoma City on the car radio (heh, heh!) ___.

22. Observed sordid side of life on Second Street from MANDO parking lot 
and scientifically kept track of the number of drunks and the turnover in short-
term hotel room rentals. Later calculated statistics showing cross-tabulations 
by gender, location, and day of week. Submitted statistically significant data 
at the .05 alpha level to local fuzz, who were dazzled by the astonishing 
correlations and time trends ___.

THE “unHOlY TriO” liES TO THE FAllS Alumni nEwSlETTEr

Class of 1961 - Donna (Pettis) Phillips, Ron Ostman and Linda (Samson) 
Sterner enjoyed a joyous (and often hilarious!) mini-reunion on May 31, 2013
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23. Rode Kabetogama walleye to the moon and back, three sheets to the 
wind under the spell of “Mission House” (or was it “Thunderbird”?) muscatel 
___.

24. Graduated from a Twin Cities area high school, missed a lot of Falls High 
fun, poor kid ___.

25. Believed Miss Sture’s stories ___. Got three-
day suspension from high school for smoking, had 
to memorize lines from Poe’s “The Raven” and 
recite them to Superintendent Karlstad in order to be 
readmitted. Karlstad later bummed a smoke ___.

26. Spent formative years of the 50s in “Holler’s 
Addition,” (South Falls), Koochiching County’s 
equivalent of New York City’s “Hell’s Kitchen” ghetto at 
the turn of the century ___.

27. Grandfather cooked illicit moonshine (“for 
medicinal purposes only,” of course), but father was an 
honest mayor of South Falls ___.

28. Father was principled Principal of South Falls 
Elementary School, had to behave, poor kid ___.

29. Donates lots of “stuff” to Goodwill ___. Buys 
lots of “stuff” from Goodwill, makes sure equilibrium 
is maintained (input equals output) ___. All profits go 
to good causes, such as Internal Revenue write-offs 
and feeding the down-and-out, including the buyer of 
all that “stuff.” (Please notice the polite word “stuff” is 
used in place of another word of four letters that also 
starts with ‘s.’) This is a family-oriented publication.

30. SERIOUSLY recommends mini-reunions to fellow 
classmates ___.

*Answers. 1. L, R, D; 2. L, D, R; 3. D, L, R; 4. R, D, L; 
5. D, L, D; 6. L, R, D; 7. D, L, R; 8. D, R, L; 9. D&L, R, 
D; 10. D, L, R; 11. L, R, R; 12. D, L, R; 13. D, R, L; 14. L, 
D; 15. D; 16. R; 17. L; 18. D, L, R; 19. L, R; 20. R; 21. Censored; 22. D; 23. Top 
secret; 24. L; 25. R, R; 26. D, L, R; 27. D; 28. L; 29. L, R; 30. The Unholy Trio, 
D, L, & R.  

Score 1 point for each correct answer and add total points. If your total was 
0-20: Lucky you, you’ve lived a clean, sober, and upright life and you’re headed 
for heaven. 21-44: Smart! You didn’t take this at all seriously, did you? 45-76: 
Better than chance guessing. You parked at Moonlight Rock and rode the 
Kabby walleye to the moon, too, didn’t you?

 But we digress. To finish the story of this mini-reunion, eventually 
the concerned and somewhat worried spouses—John, John, and Nancy—
extricated The Unholy Trio from the Hampton Inn just as they were tempted to 
head to the bar. Good thing, too, or they’d probably still be there. Or in prison. 
Or in the nut house, swapping lies. But wait! There’s more! If you order with 
your credit card in the next 15 minutes, you’ll get a bonus gift … call toll free … 
Oops! Getting back on track, here: the get-together wasn’t over until a group 
hug was had and a solemn promise was vowed to have another mini-reunion 
in five years. Let’s see … that’d be 2018. Hope we all can stay tuned that long.

 Donna and John live in Alexandria, Minnesota. Linda and John live in 
Loveland, Colorado. Ron and Nancy (not to be confused with the Reagans!) 
live near Ithaca in central New York State.

 Remember: (1) class color is black, (2) class flower is the venus 
fly trap, and (3) the class motto is ‘We don’t give a 
stuff,’ no matter what F. Miles and his henchpersons 
dictated! 

 Cheers!
Donna Mae (Pettis) Phillips lives in Alexandria, 

Minnesota. Masters BSU 1967. American history 
major, mathematics minor. Taught mostly math, 
including community college level. Married to John 
Phillips 47 years; Daughter Susan, 42 years (2 
grandchildren); Son Greg, 39 years (1 grandchild). 
Retired 2000, then worked 9 years part-time. 
Counselor five different school districts. John retired 
2009, academic vice-president. Plays bridge, in touch 
with many classmates, father was mayor of South 
Falls, likes travel, spouse is a golf nut, spouse is a 
4-wheeler driver for Shriners in parades, hates flying, 
when in flight will not sleep no matter what, spouse 
plays the keyboards, loves to read, avoids cooking 
whenever possible, is a self-admitted “terrible” driver, 
very savvy with new technology, forgets to turn oven 
on when company is invited for dinner, plays the stock 
market, loves light opera, country music, blues, and 
jazz, just updated kitchen, including a super stove “just 
for looks,” grandfather made moonshine, loves Carmel, 
California, likes “The Voice” and “House Hunters” on 
TV.

  Linda Samson Sterner lives in Loveland, Colorado, 
Purgatory Creek Drive. Moved from IFalls in 1956, 
kept in touch with several classmates, father was a 
school principal, mother more than 100 years old, 
one son, two grandsons, ambitious gardener, takes 

100s of photos, makes photobooks, video CDs, greeting cards, gives talks to 
Kiwanis Club, motto is “less is more” gives lots of stuff (including high school 
graduation ring) to Goodwill, volunteers for food bank, thinks a car trunk full 
of wine and chocolate for impromptu parties is a good idea, loves sports 
especially pro cycling and Indy car racing, loves TV shows with “hunky” guys, 
produces the church newsletter, egotistically says “I have a nice smile and 
good hair,” lost 20 lbs. recently, loves Carmel, California, enjoys ready access 
to Minnesota lake cabin, primarily Swedish and German ancestors.

 Ron Ostman lives near Ithaca, New York. Two children, boy and a girl, four 
grandchildren. Taught, did research at Bemidji State University, Southern 
Illinois University, University of Minnesota, Cornell University. Licensed private 
pilot, former stock car driver, loves antiques, frequents thrift shops and flea 
markets, writes fiction and nonfiction. These two (Ron and Linda) lived on 
same block as kids. Happily married for nearly 50 years, loves dogs, spent 
lots of time in Murphy Hall U of M, quit watching TV when the “MASH” series 
stopped, primarily Swedish ancestors.

Donna and Ron examine “photographic 
evidence” of a date Linda had with their 
classmate, Don Oettinger, in 1960.

Want to view this February 2014 
Alumni Newsletter online?  

Go to: www.fhsreunion.org at the top 
of the screen and apply for a 

password for newsletter access.

rEuniOn GrOuPS, TAKE nOTE!!
We NEED your up-to-date MAILING LISTS!

Information about the upcoming ACR will be best distributed with an 
accurate list of addresses and emails.

PLEASE submit your updated lists to fhsalumninews@gmail.com
or mail to:  Falls Alumni, PO Box 933, Intl Falls, MN 56649

THANK YOU!!
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Photo caption:  Nancy (Larsen) Blazina, Class of 1966, 
Audrey (Halvorson) Larsen, Class of 1938, and Rebecca 
(Larsen) Griffin, Class of 1968.

DEliCiOuS “HiSTOrY” FrOm GrAnDmA’S PAnTrY
In response to our request for Borderland 
Recipes and Stories, Rebecca Griffin, Class of 
1968, sent in the following reminiscence, along 
with three treasured family recipes that many 
FHS grads will remember enjoying at Grandma’s 
Pantry.

“My mom, Audrey (Halvorson) Larsen, Class 
of 1938, and her mother (my grandmother, 
Inez (Breese) Halvorson, Class of 1919 or 
1920) were the founders of Grandma’s Pantry 
in Ranier.  They operated it from 1966 - 1974.  
The cookie recipe is Grandma’s, and so is the 
sweet roll dough.  These recipes were served 
at Grandma’s Pantry everyday.  The bismarks, 
raised doughnuts, and caramel rolls were all 
made with the sweet roll dough recipe.  The 
Chicken and Kniddle soup is Mom’s recipe and 
was served at Grandma’s too.  These recipes 
continue to be family favorites, and our husbands, 
children and grandchildren continue to cook and enjoy them all.  These 
recipes were found in our family cookbook, “Memories of Mama,” which is 
now out of print.  Nancy and I, along with our daughters and daughters-in-
law are working on a next-generation of the book, but the progress is slow.”

SwEET rOll DOuGH
4 cups warm water
3 envelopes dried yeast
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup oil
2 eggs
1 Tbsp salt
Flour
 Dissolve the yeast in the warm water, stirring until it is completely 
dissolved.  Add the eggs, oil, sugar and salt.  Stir thoroughly.  Add the flour, 
one cup at a time, until you are able to knead the dough without it sticking to 
your hands.  Move the dough to a floured board and knead for 10 minutes, 
adding just enough flour to keep it from sticking to the board or your hands.  
Place into a greased bowl and set in a warm place to rise until it is doubled 
in size.  Once raised, punch down and form into desired shapes.

CArAmEl rOllS
 Divide the dough in half.  Using a rolling pin, roll each half into a rectangle 
that is 1/2 inch thick.  Spread 1/4 cup softened butter over the dough.  
Sprinkle approximately 1/2 cup of brown sugar over the butter and then 
sprinkle with cinnamon.  Roll like you would a jelly roll.  Generously butter 
the bottom of a 9 x 13 baking pan with a 1/4 cup of butter.  Spread with 
another 1/2 cup brown sugar.  Add walnuts if desired.  Cut the caramel rolls 
1 inch thick and arrange in the baking pan.  Repeat with the other dough.  
Cover baking pans with a thin cotton cloth and rise in a warm spot until 
doubled in size.  Bake at 350 for 20 - 25 minutes, or until golden brown.  
Remove from the oven and invert onto a cookie sheet.  When cool, frost, if 
desired.
 If you prefer a cinnamon roll, cut the brown sugar in half, add 2 Tbsp white 
sugar, and use only butter in the bottom of the pan.  Frost when cooled with 
buttercream frosting:  1/4 cup butter, 2 Tbsp cream, 1/2 tsp vanilla, 1/2 tsp 
almond extract, and 3 - 4 cups powdered sugar

rAiSED DOuGHnuTS Or 
BiSmArKS
After the dough has risen once, punch down 
and then roll out on a floured board until 1/2 inch 
thick.  Cut into large circles or large doughnuts.  
Place on a floured board and rise until doubled 
in size.  Deep fry at 375 until golden brown.

CHiCKEn KniDDlE SOuP
1 - 3 lb chicken
1 large onion, chopped
2 stalks celery, chopped
1/2 cup carrot pieces
Salt and Pepper, to taste
Clean and singe the chicken.  Place in a large 
soup pot and cover with water.  Bring to a 
boil over high heat and then reduce heat and 
simmer, covered, at a low boil for 2 hours (or 

until the meat falls from the bone.)  Remove from the heat and cool.  Once 
cool enough to handle, remove all bones and skin, and skim the fat from the 
top of the juice and discard.  Add the onions, celery and carrots and return 
the pot to the heat and bring back to a boil.  Reduce the heat and simmer 
again for 30 minutes.  Season with salt and pepper.  If needed, you can add 
chicken bouillon.  Meanwhile, make your dumplings (kniddles.)

KniDDlES
4 -5 eggs
1 tsp salt
1/4 tsp pepper
Flour to thicken (to oatmeal consistency)
 Mix all ingredients together with a fork, adding the flour slowly until desired 
consistency is achieved.  If you get the dough too thick, the dumplings will 
be too light and/or will fall apart when cooked.  (You can add an additional 
egg to thin it, but don’t add water, or the dumplings will be too light.)
 Drop the kniddles in the boiling soup by teaspoonfuls, dipping the spoon 
in the hot broth before picking up each dollop of dough.  Simmer for 5 - 10 
minutes and then serve.

GOOD SummEr COOKiES
2 cups softened butter
3 cups sugar
4 eggs
2 tsp vanilla
5 cups flour
1 tsp baking soda
2 tsp baking powder
3 cups oatmeal
2 cups raisins, which have been soaked for 30 minutes, and then drained 
and ground
1 cup chopped walnuts
 Cream the sugar, butter, eggs and vanilla until light and fluffy.  Sift 
the dry ingredients together and then add to the egg mixture.  Add the 
oatmeal, raisins and chopped nuts.  Stir until well blended.  Cool dough for 
30 minutes.  Roll dough into walnut-sized balls, place on a greased cookie 
sheet, and then flatten with a fork which has been dipped in water.  Bake for 
10 - 12 minutes at 350.

~ rECiPES ~
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send your $10 donation to:

SnOwBirD?  
Winter Address: __________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Dates at this address: _____________________

Alumni nEwSPAPEr
SuBSCriPTiOnS & rEnEwAlS

Please note: issue #69 is started 
and is in need of contributions! 

Deadline: may 31, 2014
 - earlier even better!

Send information to: Alumni newspaper
P.O. Box 933

international Falls, mn 56649   
or email: fhsalumninews@gmail.com

Thanks



PAGE 28 — FHS Alumni nEwSPAPEr #68  FEBruArY 2014

FHS Alumni newsletter
Box 933 - Home of the Broncos
international Falls, mn 56649-0933
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rETurn SErViCE rEQuESTED

non-Profit Org.
u.S. POSTAGE

PAiD
int’l Falls, mn 56649

PErmiT nO. 67

NEWS AND PHOTOS FOR ISSUE #69 
SHOULD BE IN BY MAY 31, 2014
(EARLIER EVEN BETTER!)

We received this photo from Sheila (Oliver) Kuelbs, who writes:  “This picture was in my folk’s album, and I thought you’d be interested in it.  I think it was taken 
around Thanksgiving, 1931.  The Falls has such a wonderful international mix of people!


