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A nEw SCHOOl YEAr wEll undErwAY
The shine is off new school shoes, the point is off newly-sharpened pencils, and 

Fall sports teams will soon be headed to play-offs.   A school board election faces the 
district, adding local color to the national political scene.  We’ve seen our first flakes, 
but still await the first good snowfall that sticks.  Soon, the “Holiday Season” will be full 
upon us, and our already busy lives will get even busier!

 
rEuniOn nOTES
Before all this bountiful goodness threatens to bowl us over, we hope you’ll enjoy a 

few moments with this issue.  It is stuffed full of summertime REUNION fun!  We want 
to thank all the class representatives that made time for submitting their stories and 
pictures.  This issue is always a reader favorite.  Of course the reunion classes enjoy 
seeing their celebrations in print, but we also hear from many subscribers who enjoy 
reading about the celebrations of their parents, their children, their siblings and friends.

We know there’ll be another full schedule of reunion parties next summer.  Our next 
issue (in February) would be a great opportunity for the upcoming reunion classes to 
advertise any information they want to share about their plans.  If you are in one of 
these classes: ‘38, ‘43, ‘48, ‘53, ‘58, ‘63, ‘68, ‘73, ‘78, ‘83, ‘88, ‘93, ‘98, ‘03, ‘08 -- send 
us the pertinent details of your celebration, and we’ll run an ad for you!  Remember:  
“pertinent details” include the Who, What, When, Where, Why (and How?) of your party 
plans. Email your information to karen.shickell@yahoo.com or send to Alumni News, 
PO Box 933, Intl Falls, MN 56649.

Here are some items that will keep the Alumni Association up-to-date, and will make 
planning Reunions easier for everyone involved:

~ Class Representative Names, Addresses, E-addresses, and Phone numbers
~ Current mail and e-mail addresses for all alumni
 
Alumni nEwS nOTES
Some of you may be wondering why you received this issue.  The committee 

decided to send out a complimentary copy of this newsletter to everyone from reunion 
classes that are featured in this issue.  Many of you are already subscribers, and we 
hope many more of you will decide to contact us and become subscribers.

This newsletter acts a vehicle for distributing information about the Falls Education 
Foundation, the Purple Pride Fund, All-Class Reunions (when appropriate,) and 
of course News and Notes from FHS Alumni all over the globe.  We would love to 
increase our subscribership, helping us to do our part in keeping the community close.  
As always, you can use the coupons on the inside back cover of every issue to make 
donations that benefit our local students, and to keep Alumni News subscriptions up to 
date.

 
THE mOrE THinGS CHAnGE... THE mOrE THEY STAY THE SAmE
Miss Vee was enjoying a perfect record on first grade spelling tests until her recent 

struggle with “b” and “d.” The mix-up resulted in “did” looking like “bib.” A little extra 
practice at home should have her back in 100%ville again soon!  Do you remember 
weekly spelling tests?  Were they a source of pride or dread?  In the late sixties, 
stickers were a precious novelty, and I saved every sticker I earned, re-sticking them 
to my bedroom mirror.  Miss Vee posts her tests on the fridge, leaving the “Wow!” and 
“Super!” stickers on her papers.  With a stash of stickers at her disposal, the novelty no 
longer exists.  Her dad and I are frequently “stickered” for “being so good.”  Does it get 
any better than that?

liFETimE mEmBErSHiP?
nOT wiTH FHS Alumni nEwS...

 
We have heard from a few of our subscribers that they paid for 
a “lifetime membership” in the FHS Alumni Association.  Please 
be advised that we are not associated with any of the online 
groups that offer such a thing.
 
Our newsletter is a non-profit entity.  As such, no contribution 
is REQUIRED.  However, we do (of course) have expenses for 
production, printing and postage to continue putting out this 
paper.  We suggest a $10/year contribution to keep us going.  
Many of our subscribers send in a little extra, which is always 
appreciated.  (If the fund ever finds itself well over its financial 
needs, the excess will be contributed to the FEF, supporting 
academic excellence in District #361.)
 
The official FHS Alumni Newsletter can be mailed to your 
home address, or accessed online at http://fhsreunion.org  
This non-commercial website was initiated for the All Class 
Reunion in 2007.  You can request a password to download the 
newsletter in PDF form at this site.  Please keep in mind that 
the newsletter still has production expenses, so even if you 
read the news online, a donation is greatly appreciated.
 
As always, we remind you that the newsletter only exists with 
your contributions....of NEWS!  We do appreciate subscription 
donations, but we wouldn’t have anything to publish if not for 
your news contributions.  In the last issue, we printed some 
“story-starters” to get you thinking about items you might jot 
down to contribute.  If your memory could use a little nudge, 
you’ll find that list re-printed in this issue, on page 7.  We hope 
many FHS alumni are motivated to share stories and memories 
with the rest of us...who enjoy them so much!
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dOnATiOnS to the FAllS EduCATiOn FOundATiOn  July 2012 - September 2012     

dOnATiOnS to the PurPlE PridE Fund  
July 2012 -  September 2012

In honor of THE 2012 FHS “Hall of Fame” induCTEES:  Stuart & Sue 
Nordquist

In memory of ArTHur HAuGlAnd:  Harold Mirka
In memory of dEnniS AndErSOn:  Jim & Jeannine Nelson
In memory of GlEn AndErSOn:  Harold Mirka
In memory of GOrdOn FOSTEr:  Harold Mirka
In memory of JACOB SAnTinE:  Barbara Santine
In memory of JOE PrETTYmAn:  Harold Mirka
In memory of KATHlEEn rilEY:  Paul & Sally Jensen
In memory of Kim rEuTEr:  Kathryn Miggins
In memory of llOYd PriCE:  Harold Mirka
In memory of nOrmAn & EldOrA ruSCH:  Richard Rusch
In memory of rOBErT YOuSO:  Frank Youso
In memory of rOY mAnSEllE:  John & Karen Wilson

In honor of THE ClASS OF 1952’s 60th rEuniOn:  The Class of 1952
In honor of KAY HErmAn’s BirTHdAY:  The Birthday Club
In honor of PATriCiA mACK STOrmO’s 80th BirTHdAY:  Paul Stormo
In memory of ArTHur lArSOn:  Harold Mirka
In memory of Bill SCHlAFGE:  Paul Stormo
In memory of CAlVin dAViS:  Harold Mirka
In memory of CHuCK FAirCHild:  Harold Mirka
In memory of CHuCK miTSHuliS:  Einar & Julie Johnson
In memory of dAn POrTEr:  Jim Porter
In memory of dAVE KrOGSEnS:  Paul Stormo
In memory of dOn “SullY” SulliVAn:  Norm & Karen Boyum, Graye & 

Lois Lambert, John & Karen Wilson, Jim & Jeannine Nelson, Bob & Carol 
Anderson, Gail Rognerud, Sandy Plummer

In memory of GAil KriSKE:  Barb Kriske-Hill
In memory of HArTmAn “mAnnY” BrOTHErn:  Sophia Brothern
In memory of JACQuiE lArSEn:  Bob & Jean Houska
In memory of JAmES “Jim” wAlKOViAK:  Larry & Diane Walkoviak, Dennis 

& Shellie Walkoviak, Susan Walkoviak
In memory of JAmES CrOTTY:  Harold Mirka
In memory of Jim KAlSTAd:  Paul Stormo, Jim & Jeannine Nelson, Jim & 

Mary Bigler
In memory of JOAn OlSOn:  Einar & Julie Johnson
In memory of KATHlEEn rilEY:  Beatrice Rieder, John & Mary Bartlett, Gary 

Bigler, Janet Underdahl, G. Keith & Janet Amidon

In memory of KEn AlEXAndEr:  Beverly Alexander
In memory of lAuriE (TOnE) rOSTiE:  Jim & Joann Dornhecker, Marit Lee 

Kucera
In memory of llOYd “ruSS” CHriSTEnSEn:  Duayne & Nancy Johnson
In memory of lOrETTA SKwArOK:  Barbara Smolinski
In memory of mArGArET JOHnSOn:  Larry & Alyce Mannausau
In memory of milliE undErdAHl:  Patty Bahr, Donna Baron
In memory of nAnCY SwEnSOn KOSTiuK lAViGnE:  Judy Spencer
In memory of nOrmA KOlSHuS:  Audrey Cotherman
In memory of OliVEr & rOmEllE GilCHriST:  Gary Gilchrist
In memory of rilEY & nATASHA BurnEll:  Donna Frederickson, Mike & 

Jill Katrin, Larry & Alyce Mannausau
In memory of rOGEr BOlSTAd:  Clifford Carlson
In memory of rOGEr JuliEn:  Clifford Carlson
In memory of rOnAld lAuriOn:  Harold Mirka
In memory of ruSS HAnOVEr:  Paul Stormo
In memory of ruSSEll CHriSTEnSEn:  Joann Sullivan
In memory of SuSAn l. E. BrOwn:  Marilyn (Brown) Longaecker
In memory of TEd BruErS:  Brian & Maggie McBride
In memory of TOm POrTEr:  Jim Porter
In memory of ViCTOr dAViS:  Harold Mirka
dOnATiOnS:  Brian & Stephanie Mathews, Gordy & Kathy Dault, Janet 

(Larson) Schultheis
 

HAVE YOu BEEn “TEmPOrArilY AwAY?”
 
We are holding the July, 2012 issue of the newsletter for the subscribers 
listed below.  These papers were returned to us by the post office, marked 
“Temporarily Away.”  If you have a second address, please feel free to 
share it with us.  We’ll do our best to get your paper to you in a timely 
manner.  If you would like your July issue, please let us know, and we’ll 
send it on.  You can email karen.shickell@yahoo.com or send us a note at 
PO Box 933, Intl Falls, MN 56649.

Lloyd Chezick
L. Russ Christensen
Larry Connors
Shirley DeMarchi
Glenn & Alice Desens
Edward Dworsky
Jerry Emery
Sharon (Hill) Green
Roger & Rebecca (Larsen) 

Griffin
Joanne (Beck) Hesse

Keith Lundquist
Linda Makinen
James & Patricia Mitchell
Laverne Napper
Dennis (Tony) Price
James Roberts
Gerald & Linda Simon
Larry Stewart
Shelley Trefz
Bruce & Linda Walker
Thomas White

HOnOr YOur lOVEd OnES 
wiTH A SEAT in THE AudiTOrium AT 

BACKuS COmmuniTY CEnTEr
In honor or memory of loved ones, seats in the Backus Community 

Center auditorium may be sponsored by supporters of the Center. 
Seats may be purchased/sponsored for one year - $100.00;  ten 

years –    $500.00; or $1000.00 for lifetime. One and ten year 
sponsorships have the option to be renewed by the benefactor. Lifetime 
sponsored seats will be marked with an engraved, personalized plaque. 
Lifetime sponsorships have the option of monthly donations of $100.

All proceeds help support the Citizens for Backus/AB mission ~~ 
“Historic Backus Community Center, the heart of International Falls, 
where all generations celebrate arts, culture, recreation, wellness and 
life-long learning.”

Citizens for Backus/AB is a non-profit organization and all 
contributions are tax deductible. For information, call the Backus office, 
218-285-7225 or visit the web site, www.backusab.org.

Name ______________________________________________

In Memory/Honor of ___________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

____________________________________________________

1  Year ____  10 Years ____  Lifetime ____  

Telephone/Cell _________________________

Email Address _________________________________________

Check Enclosed  ____________________
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In our last issue, Hal “Mirk” Mirka submitted a request for any and all 
information regarding graduates from the classes of 1943 and 1944.  He did 
receive a few responses, and looks forward to hearing from anyone else who 
might have more information to share!
 
ArdiS unKE miCHAliK, ‘44
Has lived in Bloomington, MN for the past 20 years.  Widowed with three 
children and four grandchildren.  Involved weekly in charity work (VEAP.)
 
mArGArET Sundin SCHmElinG, ‘44
Widowed and living in Madison, MN.  No children.  (Submitted by Ardis 
Michalik)
 
rEnEE TiVE SundBAKKEn, ‘44
Widowed and lived in White Bear Lake with a daughter.  (Submitted by Ardis 
Michalik, but she has lost contact with Renee.)

BETTY FEldKirCHnEr HArTJE, ‘43
Widowed, living and enjoying life in Baudette, MN  Health good, active in 
church, reads and plays lots of Bridge.

GEnEViEVE EriCKSOn TiTuS HAndlEY, ‘43
Widowed and living in Rogers, AR after 25 years in San Diego.  Active Senior, 
exercises regularly, square dances, enjoys ballroom dancing and yearns 
for another All Class Reunion (as we all do!)  Has six grandchildren, seven 
great-grandchildren, with two of six sisters living in the Falls.  (A travelogue 
of Genevieve’s January trip with her 
daughters is also in this issue.)

HElEn HnATiuK TOSTAnOSKi, ‘44
Widowed and living in Colorado Springs, 
CO.  In remarkable health considering 
a quadruple by-pass, right knee 
replacement, macular degeneration in 
right eye, skin cancer and high blood 
pressure.  Singing and choir are her life.  
She sings in three choirs, of which she is 
a charter member and has never missed 
a session.  She has sung for Reagan, and 
in the Canterbury Cathedral, as well as 
Carnegie Hall.  She sent along this photo 
of herself and her husband Bill (who is 
now deceased.)
 

Bob Shaw, Class of ‘40, has published another book, Confessions of a 
Jackpine Savage - Twelve Short Stories.  Several of these stories are set in 
northern Minnesota.  Another book he wrote, Bachelor Slob in the Kitchen 
recently won first prize in the “Humor” category of the annual Midwest Book 
Publishers awards. 
 
Both books have been published by Beaver’s Pond Press of Edina, and can 
be purchased for $15 at:  www.BeaversPondBooks.com
 
Bob writes:  “I enjoy getting the Alumni News, although news about the 1940 
graduating class is pretty hard to find.  As a mater of fact, not feeling so hot 
myself, today.”  Congratulations on your award, Bob, and we hope you’re 
feeling “hotter” soon!

On THE BOOKSHElF...

Helen & Bill Tostanoski in their 
“golden years.” 

uPdATE On ClASSES OF 1943 And 1944

Betty Dolachuk’s 18th Birthday:  Dorothy Evans DeWyze, Arlene Holm Lucca, 
Betty Dolachuk Livingston, Helen Kyryluk Demchuk, Joanne Holler Sullivan, 
Olga Markow Reuter 

BETTY dOlACHuK liVinGSTOn, ‘44
Widowed and living in Riverside, CA.  Ably taken care of by her son, Larry.  
Enjoying remission from lung cancer, going to exercise class, lunch and local 
area travels with her friends.  Recent family visits have been very enjoyable.  
Betty sent along this picture of her birthday in 1943, and asks a question many 
of us would like to know the answer to:  “Whatever became of Vickie Kroll?”

Hal is interested in hearing any and all news about the members of the 
Classes of ‘43 and ‘44.  Information can be sent to halmirka@gmail.com or to 
Hal Mirka, 1244 Black Oaks Ln N, Plymouth, MN  55447
 
Looking ahead:  Helen Tostanoski sent Hal some great sports photos from the 
30’s and 40’s which he forwarded on to us.  Watch for those in our February 
issue!
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In June, over 60 classmates from the class of 1997 gathered for their 15-year reunion. The reunion began with an informal reception at Sha Sha on Friday, June 
29th and continued with a more formal event at the Thunderbird Lodge on June 30th. Classmates came from as far away as Arizona, Washington DC, Colorado, 
and Montana. The reunion gave the class of 1997 a chance to spend time on the lake, meet each other’s families, and relive old times. The class is already antici-
pating their 20 year reunion in 2017!

lABElS And BOXTOPS rEdEEmEd 
FOr SCHOOl SuPPliES

 
Clip the coupons off some of your favorite products.  

ClASS OF 1997 GATHErS FOr 15-YEAr rEuniOn

The Class of ‘97 celebrates 15 years!

Members of the Class of 1997 who attended St. Thomas:
Amber (Vohler) Black, Candi (Bruers) Ginter, Tim Rousseau, Nikki (Nordlund) 
Skifstad, Raoul Lufberry, Angie Schwiderski, Terri Thompson, Mary (Youso) 
Frederickson, Megan Torza, Nick Nagurski, and Marnie (Gushulak) Kostiuk

when you’ve saved a pile, drop them off at west End 
Elementary in the Falls, or your local school office.  

it’s that easy!  There are dozens and dozens of products that 
carry these redeemable points now.  For complete lists, visit 

labelsforeducation.com and boxtops4education.com  
it’s not just soup and cereal anymore!  

Thanks for participating.  
Every little thing contributes to keeping our schools strong!
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ClASS OF 1987 CElEBrATES 25 YEArS AT SHA SHA
 This past July marked the 

25th reunion of the FHS Class of 
1987 - and we had a blast with the 
planning, as well as celebrating 
together this year!

 Reunion plans got under 
way back in early February 2012, 
and actually began on Facebook 
this time around.  (How would 
someone plan a high school 
reunion without Facebook or email 
these days?)  It was much easier 
having ready-access to classmates 
this way.  We started with a 
small group of six people - Barb 
Owen-Boerger, Alan Wright, John 
Decker, Lori (Bjorkquist) Crain, 
Tammy (Sutherland) Paulson, 
and Kristin (McKibbage) Gross.  
Shortly after forming this group, we 
enlisted Scott Bilben to design our 

Rhonda (Broulliard) Shippy, Kirk Aili, Jody Wilcox, 

Bill Tomczak, Cory Smith, Alan Wright.

Robb Neuenschwander, Stacy (Burns) Litwiller, Heidi 
(Johnson) Boerger, SuAnne (Sutherland) Herman, 
                          Kevin Erickson.

commemorative 25th-reunion t-shirt, and 
he did a fantastic job!

As soon as we got organized on 
Facebook, things moved quickly.  We 
started an “I. Falls Class of 1987” 
Reunion Group page, and added 
everyone from our class that we could 
find on Facebook.  From there, we 
quickly started networking and searching 
for classmates that we had lost track 
of over the years.  It was amazing how 
many alumni jumped on the bandwagon 
and offered to help track people down 
- there were literally dozens of people 
responsible for finding as many 
addresses as we did, and we found a 
LOT of people!  

At some point in the process, it was 
suggested that we should be looking 
not only for the 187 classmates who graduated with us, but also for those who 
started school in the Falls (as early as preschool), but who left town before 
graduation.  This increased our class roster by almost 100 names - and in the 
end, we were able to track down all but 65 people out of almost 300!  Everyone 
did an amazing job, but one person deserves a huge amount of the credit for 
how quickly we were able to get our class address and contact lists organized 
and updated repeatedly over several months - and that is David Thomas, of 
the FHS Alumni Committee.  No matter how many changes and updates we 
threw his way, he always had a revised list for us overnight!  We could not have 
done the job we did without his help - it was very much appreciated!  

Once our class list was ready, we 
delegated the few remaining tasks 
between a handful of people and the 
final arrangements fell into place.  We 
held an informal “meet and greet” on 
Friday, July 6th at Sha-Sha Resort, 
and about 30 people from our class 
showed up for that, while the rest were 
still coming into town that night and 
the next day.  The actual reunion took 
place back at Sha-Sha the next night, 
July 7th, starting at 5:30 p.m. We really 
had a great turn-out!  I’m not sure what 
our final head-count was, but it was 
somewhere between 100 and 150.  
Our evening started out on one of the 
covered decks, where we all ordered 
dinner off the menu, and then after dark 
most people moved inside.  The t-shirts 

turned out great (thank you again to Scott for the design, and to Barb Owen-
Boerger for taking on the job of printing and ordering), the food was great, and 
everyone seemed to have an amazing time!  Our class sends out a big THANK 
YOU to the owners and staff of Sha-Sha for doing such a great job for our 
class this year.

One of the best “after-effects” from starting our reunion planning on 
Facebook has been that many of our classmates have reconnected and 
are still in touch now - we’ve kept the Facebook Group page open, and will 
likely keep it open until it’s time to start planning our 30th  We look forward to 
another fun gathering in five years!

Front Row - Paula (Rissanen) Dixon, Lisa (Bahr) Auran, Maureen (Hart) Miller.  
Middle Row - Kristin (McKibbage) Gross, Carol (Kuttes) Chamberlain, Stacy 
(Burns) Litwiller, Heidi (Shaffer) Alexander. Back Row - Rhonda (Brouillard) 
Shippy, Lisa (Lyman) Bahr, Kris (Radford) Lassila, Betty Krtinich, Barb Owen-
Boerger.

Class of ‘87 
commemorative 

T-shirt, 
designed by 
Scott Bilben



PAGE 6 — FHS Alumni nEwSPAPEr #65 - OCTOBEr 2012

Ginny Williamson, parent of Tom (’77) and 
FHS attendees Terri, David, and Diane William-
son

Virginia Louise “Ginny” Williamson, beloved 
mother and grandmother, business owner, and 
doll collector, died on July 2, 2012 at her home 
in Fort Myers, FL. She was born on December 
2, 1938 in Wilmington, Delaware.  She grew up 
in Minneapolis, MN, where she graduated high 
school and attended the University of Minnesota. 
She later obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Crimi-
nal Justice with honors from the University of 

Southern Florida.  Ginny met her late husband, Eugene “Gene” William-
son, in Minneapolis.  They married in 1959 and moved to International 
Falls, MN where Gene practiced law and both were active in politics.  In 
1977, several years after Gene’s death, Ginny moved with her children 
to Fort Myers, FL to be closer to her parents, the late Daniel and Louise 
McCoy of Cape Coral, FL. Ginny was co-owner of an insurance agency 
for many years with her dear life partner, Ernest Middleton. Ginny also 
travelled extensively, making trips to Italy, Greece, Alaska, the Carib-
bean, and the Panama Canal. However, her favorite travels were to the 
family cottage in Pentwater, MI each summer.  Ginny also made many 
friends over the years in the world of doll collecting. She is survived by 
her children: Tom (Kim) Williamson of Chicago, Terri Williamson of Se-
attle, David Williamson of Fort McCoy, FL., and Diane (Michael) Walcher 
of North Fort Myers, FL.  She leaves five grandchildren: Andrew, Daniel, 
John, Anastasia and Dartagnan, along with three siblings:  Sally Freiler, 
J. Emilie (Henry) Thomas, and Mick (Jean) McCoy.  She was preceded 
in death by her husband, her parents, and her life partner.  A memorial 
service will be held at Harvey-Engelhardt Funeral Chapel, 1600 Colonial 
Blvd., Fort Myers FL, on Saturday, July 21 at 2 pm. In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations to either the American Lung Association or the 
Butterfly Estates of Ft. Myers.

OPERATION HOMEFRONT AND FAMILY OF 
FORMER MARINE DONATE AUTOMOBILE TO 
NEW GENERATION MARINE

HOUSTON, TEXAS – Operation Homefront 
presented an automobile from the estate of 
former Marine, Sid Erickson to a young Marine, 
who had been medically discharged from the 
Marine Corps because of injuries he sustained 
during his service.  Operation Homefront, a 10 
year-old non-profit, provides emergency financial 
and other assistance to military families of 
service members and Wounded Warriors.  

The automobile was donated by Mr. Erickson’s wife, Eileen Pollack 
Erickson, on behalf of his estate.  Sid Erickson served honorably in 
the U.S. Marine Corps from 1966 to 1968.  He had service in Vietnam 
1967-68 as part of the 25th Marine Division, Northern “I” Corp.  Erickson 
attained the rank of corporal and served as a squad leader in an infantry 
platoon.  He was nominated for the “Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry” 
for his heroism during combat, and his unit received a Presidential Unit 
Citation.  After leaving the Marines, he built a very successful career in 
construction management.  Erickson cared about his fellow Marines while 
he served, and that Semper Fidelis spirit is manifest in his estate.   

The automobile’s recipient, Michael Campbell, who left the Marine 
Corps because of his injuries, turned to golf as part of his rehabilitation.  
With hard work, and the friendship and mentorship of PGA TOUR 
professional, Corey Pavin, Campbell begins his professional golf career 

this year.
“We are honored to be able to help an injured service member, at 

the beginning of a new career, by providing a car that he can use 
immediately and free of charge,” said Amy Palmer, Operation Homefront 
COO.    “Injured service members face many challenges as they make 
this transition to a new life.  We are happy to direct assistance to those 
like Michael so they can realize the success they’ve earned through their 
service.”

“Supporting Operation Homefront with this one, small gesture would 
have brought joy to Sid’s heart and it somehow eases our family’s pain at 
the loss of our beloved knowing that a fellow Marine’s life will be impacted 
positively,” said Eileen Pollack Erickson.   

Operation Homefront – which holds Charity Navigator’s highest rating 
of four stars – provides emergency assistance to military families, 
including financial and food aid, auto repair and donation, home repair, 
and furniture and household item donations.  Operation Homefront 
Villages allow the families of wounded warriors to stay together during 
rehabilitation at military hospitals.  Operation Homefront also conducts 
morale and support programs for military spouses and children. 

More About Sid Erickson:  While serving in Vietnam, Sid was exposed 
on numerous occasions to Agent Orange, and as a result suffered for 
most of his life from neurological damage caused by that exposure.  
However almost no one knew of this, as he worked, played, and raised 
his five children with the conscientiousness, determination, dignity and 
love that he brought to everything he did.  He was born in International 
Falls, Minnesota, and studied both business and engineering in college, 
before and after his military service.  After being honorably discharged 
from the Marine Corps, he moved to California where he married, twice, 
and had five children.  Sid was a well-respected construction manager 
throughout his 40-year career, and was responsible for dozens of major 
commercial and residential projects throughout California, including 
the first LEED PLATINUM project in the Western Hemisphere, for the 
Audubon Nature Center in Deb’s Park, Los Angeles and the fourth 
LEED PLATINUM project at the Aquarium of the Pacific, in Long Beach, 
California, as well as so many others.

Sid passed away on September 10, 2010 at the young age of 65.  
He had been excitedly contemplating retirement and the enjoyment 
of spending time on the ocean with his family on his 30 foot Sea Ray 
cruiser.  He is missed, so much, by Eileen, his wife of 30 years, his 
daughters Jacklyn, Anna, Sarah, and Rachel, and son Samuel; by his 
brothers Dan and Dennis; and by his loving in-laws, extended family and 
friends.  

About Operation Homefront:  A national nonprofit, Operation Homefront 
leads more than 4500 volunteers across 23 chapters and has met more 
than 590,000 needs since 2002.  A four-star rated charity by watchdog 
Charity Navigator, nationally, 94 percent of total revenue donated to 
Operation Homefront goes directly to assist service members.  More 
information is available at www.OperationHomefront.net.

CLASS OF 1951 - JAMES “JIM” WALKOVIAK, 79, a resident of Allen, 
TX, passed away on August 27, 2012 under the care of Hospice.  One 
week after graduating from Falls High in May, 1951, Jim enlisted in the 
United States Air Force where he would serve until 1979.  He retired as 
a master sergeant.  During his tour of duty he was stationed in Korea 
during the Korean War and in Vietnam during the Vietnam War.  Jim 
is survived by his wife Mildred, Allen TX, and three children, son John 
(Helena) Allen, TX, son Leonard and daughter Denise, Bossier City, LA.  
Jim is also survived by two brothers and a sister, Larry (Diane), Seminole, 
FL, Dennis (Shellie), International Falls, MN, and Susan Walkoviak, 
Duluth, MN.  Jim had five grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

 ~ FinAl FArEwEll  ~
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SHArE YOur STOriES!
Your Alumni Newspaper would love to publish YOUR news!

Send us your:

Please include with your submissions:
Full Name

FHS Class of ????
Names of people in photos

Caption information for photos: date, place, event
Inspiration for sharing...if any?

INT’L FALLS MEMORIES 

- by Ruth (Eidberg) Comstock, Class of ‘42
I was born in International Falls on August 15, 1924.  Little did I know how 

lucky I was to be given a chance to grow 
up in this wonderful small town.

 Growing up was fun!  We had so many 
things to do and such great playmates.  In 
our neighborhood on 7th Street we always 
had a hopscotch on the sidewalk, or the 
kids would be playing Jacks, Simon Said, 
Hide & Seek, Tag, and rollerskating or bike 
riding.  I never had skates or a bike, but 
the ones that did would give me a chance 
to use theirs.  I don’t remember any fights 
- some came from affluent families, while many, like me, were very poor.  It 
didn’t make any difference.

 I think Harold Mirka’s story is so great. **  I have kept it and read it every 
so often.  He writes about the “man” side, but the “lady” side isn’t too much 
different.  We were on the Pep Squad or Cheerleaders, while they played 
football and basketball.  So, it was a “combined” effort.  Then he talks about 
the community dances and ice skating - two of my very favorite things!  I loved 

to dance and skating gave a sense of 
freedom.  My first pair of skates were 
given to me by Mrs. Croucher.  She was 
mother to my friend Anita.  They were 
pretty worn, but the blades were good.  
My mother put paper in the toes because 

they were too big at first!
 Then there was Bunker Hill -- we would go there to sled and ski.  One time 

Richard DeBenedet was on his toboggan and hit a tree, knocking himself 
out.  So we left him on his toboggan and brought him home to his mother.  
Needless to say, she was very upset when she saw him!

 Then, sadly, World War II took over our lives.  All of a sudden, there were 
empty seats in the classrooms because many young men didn’t wait to be 
called in!  I often wonder what our lives would have been like if not for that 
awful war!  The later generations have no idea what it was like.  Our war 
generation will soon be gone and we will be just a “spot” in history.  So sad!

 My son says he is going to visit International Falls some day.  If he does, 
he will never forget the place his mother loves so dearly!!

 ** Editor’s note:  Sometime in the mid to late 90’s, Hal Mirka submitted a 
wonderful “Class of 1944” story.  With so many new subscribers, it will be our 
pleasure to re-run that story in the near future.

A nOTE ABOuT “FinAl FArEwEll”
The obituaries you see in this issue were submitted to us by family 

members of the deceased.  We appreciate the story-like nature of these 
contributions, and would like to invite our readers to tell their loved 
one’s “Life Story,” or to share a “Celebration of Life.”  We are pleased to 
include one or more photos, at your discretion.  We want to offer you the 
opportunity to share a little more of the personality and perspective each 
person brings to life.

 Because we are the FHS Alumni News, we’d like to include the 
graduation year of everyone mentioned.  Many of our readers have 
learned of a classmate’s loss through our publication, and had the chance 
to send condolences.

 We will be printing many “Final Farewells” for FHS Alumni in our 
February issue.  If you have lost a loved one, and want to celebrate 
their life with this community, please send stories and pictures to karen.
shickell@yahoo.com or to Alumni News, PO Box 933, Intl Falls, MN 56649
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Our “CLASS OF 1962 - 50th REUNION” was lovely! Thanks to the planning 
committee, everything seemed to go just as planned. “Grandpa Magic” 
entertained us, and John Valentine kept us busy looking at our prize tickets! I 
personally found it so special to see the faces of the classmates I haven’t seen 
in 50 years (some even longer!) I thought it interesting that though the faces 
may have changed a lot – many voices seemed to be the same. It was a great 
experience!  I especially enjoyed taking part in the 4th of July Parade – Riding 
on the Class of 1962 Float! We had such a great turnout and a lot of laughs 
from start to finish! The “float” was overloaded with classmates, singing and 
celebrating. It was just a lot of fun to be together!  Peter (class of ‘61) and I 
spent the entire week enjoying the lake, the reunion, and visiting with friends, 
especially Janet and Jody Schulz.  It was a beautiful week.  ~ Nita (Ewing) 
Glennie, ‘62

COminG HOmE - My trip back to the 
town where I was born and raised in order 
to attend my 50th H.S. reunion started with 
flying into Minneapolis and driving 5 plus 
hours with my husband asking repeatedly, 
“Are we there yet?!!!!”  You can’t appreciate 
how far north Int’l Falls is until you make that 
drive.  Once we arrived, I was immediately 
struck with how much smaller everything 
in the town appeared, but also how truly 
unique, isolated, and beautiful the area was 

to have grown up in. 
Memories of grade school and high school came flooding back on Friday, 

starting with a 2 hour tour of Backus Jr. High – now a wonderfully renovated 
Community Center.  Each classroom, hallway locker, and gymnasium evoked 
vivid mental images of teachers, horseplay, as well as girl’s HALF-COURT 
basketball.  Can you believe it with the way the girls play now?  Reminiscing 
continued at Almost Lindy’s where conversation was not about what we 
had accomplished or how much money we had made, but in sharing stories 

about the crazy, fun times we’d had, 
and classmates just catching up and 
interested in each other.

At dinner Saturday night at 
Thunderbird Lodge, we all seemed to be 
on our best behavior with excellent food, 
drink, entertainment.  We shared a quiet 
and sobering moment remembering 
classmates no longer with us, being 
reminded of our own mortality.  At the 
same time, giving thanks for all the years 
we’ve lived, loved and experienced life 
with all it vicissitudes.    

The small picnic gathering on 
Sunday at Voyageur’s Nat’l Park 
provided an opportunity for more 
intimate and one-on-one conversations.  
Surrounded by nature, we were 
reminded of the safety and security we 
felt growing up in a small town, enjoying 
the beauty, excitement, and serenity of 
Rainy Lake with its many resorts, deep 
blue sparkling water, and pine covered 
islands.   

I truly felt a sense of “coming home,” 
even though home now is so far away 
from Int’l Falls for me and most of the 
Class of ’62.  I hope all my classmates 
who attended the reunion share similar 
warm memories and are thankful for our 
parents, teachers, friends and anyone 
else who helped shape each and every 
one of our lives.  To the Class of ’62, 

The Class of ‘62 participated in the 2012 “4th of July” parade.  Their 
chosen theme was “Smokey the Bear,” since Smokey and this group of FHS 
grads were all born in the same year...1944! 

Several Class of ‘62 reunion 
attendees included a visit to the 
Bronco/Koochiching Museum 
in their plans.  They thoroughly 
enjoyed it, and encourage 
everyone to stop in and see the 
exhibits.  Posing with the newly 
acquired Bronco Nagurski statue 
are Marsha (Christensen) DuMez 
- ‘62, and her husband, Jack.

ClASS OF 1962 50th rEuniOn

They can... and they do!

 Bernie Woods autographs copies of his book, Ranier, Minnesota, My 
Hometown - A Journey Back to Childhood for classmates:  Duayne Johnson, 
Bernie Woods (seated,) Alex Gross, Bob Talsness 

Carol (Miller) Vohler and 
Sharon Frederiksen

 Irene (Oustad) Sether and 
Lucille (Nelson) MacMillan

Class of ‘62 Continued on Page 9

may we all continue to follow our dreams and enjoy life to the fullest.   Until we 
meet again…

P.S.  “Thanks” to “Lefty” Curran for successfully “blocking” all but my head 
in the class picture.  Once a goalie, always a goalie, I guess.  Also a sincere 
and special thanks to Jeannine (Clarity) Nelson and all the other committee 
members for making our 50th a most memorable and enjoyable three days.   

~ Marcia (Holbrook) Cipriani, '62
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Michelle & Dave Lucca take a spin 
on the dance floor

Elvis joined the party!  Jim & Jeannine (Clarity) Nelson, 
Sandi (Larson) & Dick Holmestad

Cathy & Jim Miggins

A post-performance photo-op for 
Jim (Grandpa Magic) Nelson and his 

wife, Jeannine (Clarity) Nelson

Enjoying a beautiful evening on the deck at Thunderbird Lodge:  Susan 
Swendsen, Renee (Brunette) Radford, Gail (Anderson) Carlson, Adrienne 

(Brown) Pederson, Sharon Frederiksen, Jeanne (Veeder) Anderson
Buck Patrow and 

Renee (Brunette) Radford
Nita (Ewing) Glennie and 

Marsha (Christensen) DuMez

Jeanne (Veeder) Anderson and 
Sharon Frederiksen

ClASS OF 1962 - 50th rEuniOnClass of ‘62 continued from Page 8
Fifty years ago, the Class of 1962 graduated from the new Falls High 

School, proud to be the first class from such a great new school. With the class 
motto, “We can because we think we can," we embarked on the lives that lead 
to the summer of 2012 and our 50 year class reunion. From as far away as TX, 
CA, FL, CO, NY, MT and Alberta, Canada, and as close as International Falls, 
over half the graduating class came together to remember days gone by and to 
connect with one another again.

We started with the Class of ‘62 float in the July 4th parade. With the 
enthusiasm of our youth we sang "Smokey the Bear" and "Diana" to the 
onlookers who clapped at the gray haired group of youngsters crowded on the 
float. We laughed, made clever remarks, recognized each other right away 
(usually) and felt like kids again.

Friday night at Almost Lindy’s (formerly the 19th Hole, Pickle Barrel 
Pub, Crystal Beach) we zigzagged back and forth trying to see and talk with 
everyone. Again we touched base with classmates and saw many new faces 
-- some not seen for most of those 50 years. It was a chance to be brave in 
sharing our feelings, to say how maybe things were not always so easy when 
we were in school and to joke about the few extra pounds we added over the 
years. We laughed and smiled and felt good about being at the reunion. We 
warmed our hearts with the friendship of old friends and classmates. And, of 
course, maybe we had a few beers or a cocktail or two.

Our banquet on Saturday night was attended by even a few more new 
faces and more chances to say hello and to time travel. Jack Valentine, 
emcee, lead the program while in the background the faces of the graduating 
class flashed across the screen. Duayne Johnson read the names of our 27 
deceased classmates to quiet remembrance.  Our program by Grandpa Magic 
and the music by John Faith added to our evening as did the temperatures 
outside registering about 80 degrees. While a few brave souls danced to 

the music inside, the laughter and 
conversations continued outside.

Sunday was a picnic at Voyageurs 
National Park attended by many 

classmates from the area and a few that had not started their journeys home.
There is something extraordinarily special about a 50 year reunion. We 

have traveled different roads, experienced the trials and tribulations of the 
past years, cried over the death of loved ones, felt joy at the birth of children 
and grandchildren, celebrated marriages, endured divorce and dealt with 
health problems. Most of us are parentless and almost everyone is retired and 
experiencing a new phase in their lives. We came full circle for this weekend 
-- back to the people who knew us when we were kids . It was a unique 
experience. It was warm and loving.

This wonderful reunion came about through the efforts of many people. 
However without the persistence and organizational skills of Jeannine 
(Clarity) Nelson, Renee (Brunette) Radford and Jack Valentine it could not 
have happened. We are appreciative of all their efforts along with our other 
classmates who provided so much help. 

 ~ Sue Swendsen, '62  
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By KELLY CAMERON
Staff Writer
 
    The greatest wish of the Citizens 
for Backus/AB Committee came true 
Wednesday when the Falls School 
Board agreed to sell the complex to 
the community group. 
    The board voted 6-0 to sell the 
Alexander Baker School and E.W. 
Backus Auditorium, after two board 
members who have been negotiating 
with the committee -- Frank 
Swendsen and Ann Baron -- spoke in 
support of the sale.
    Board member Susan Boyle voiced 
concern over the plan, and said she 
was unsure of how she would vote.
    She said she was frustrated with 
talk about the auditorium becoming a 
community center.
    “The community center is where the kids are,” said Boyle, referring to the 
Falls public school.  She expressed concern that the community would have 
limited funds to support the complex in the future.
    Swendsen said he understood Boyle’s concerns, but said he thought the 
committee should be given the opportunity to make a  “go” of the building.
    Baron agreed.  “If we don’t try to let them have the opportunity, we will never 
have the closure,” she said.
    The board then voted on the matter, and Boyle -- after some hesitation -- 
voted in favor of the proposal.
    Superintendent Percy Lingen said she will write a purchase agreement that 
she hopes will be presented to the board at the Aug. 19 meeting.
    She said certain details -- such as the purchase price -- still have to be 
decided.  “We haven’t ironed out all the issues of what will remain in the 
building -- what items they want and what items they don’t want,” said Lingen 
this morning.
    Kay Arnold, spokeswoman for the committee, said this morning that she is 
not sure when the group will take possession of the building.
    “It is pretty exciting to know that now we can go forward and that this 
community will finally have an inter-generational community center,” Arnold 
said.  “This is more than saving two old buildings. ...Now the school is fee to 
concentrate on the kids, and we can concentrate on all the kids from birth to 
death.”
    Arnold concedes that there will be tough times ahead for the committee.  

The roofs on both buildings need to be 
repaired and at Wednesday’s meeting 
Baron made sure the committee 
understood the school district does not 
have the funds needed to make the 
repairs.
    Arnold said the committee will seek 
donations and grants to make the 
repairs.  “We have some money, but 
not enough at this point.  Once the 
buildings are ours, I think people will 
be excited for us and want to help,” she 
said.
    Arnold said the committee is 
planning to bring in  new entertainment 
acts to draw people to the auditorium.  
“We’re working on getting a country 
western singer here, and that’s only 
the beginning.  The Border Concert 
Association has taken care of the 
classical music -- now we hope to get 
country, rock, gospel, a wide variety.  
We’ll even get rap, whatever they want 
to get, “ she said laughing.

    Margaret Patnode, communications 
chairwoman for the committee, said the 
board’s vote comes as a relief.  She said 

the committee is looking at having two or three fund raising concerts by the 
end of the year.
    Meanwhile, across the international border, Canadian residents who have 
worked in support of the building are also pleased with the board’s decision.
    “This is what we’ve been hoping for all along,” said Fort Frances resident 
Carole MacKintosh, who has been involved with the committee’s efforts.  “It 
takes all the uncertainty away as to when they can actually begin.”
    Some community members, however, have mixed feelings about the board’s 
decision.
    “While I’m disappointed that the Falls School Board could not make a choice 
for character, I’m very grateful to them for being willing to at least negotiate 
with the citizens group,” said area pastor Ernest Witmer, who had approached 
the board about inviting the Illinois organization Institute of Basic Life 
Principles to establish a character development program in the complex.
    Witmer said he is concerned about the long-term viability of the committee’s 
plan.
    “But, should it fail, there is always still the option of giving an invitation to 
IBLP and CharacterFirst,” he said.
    Arnold admits there is a lot of hard work left to do.  “We have the buildings, 
and now the real work begins, and we’re going to need (the help of) everybody 
in this community,” she said.
 
~ Reprinted with permission from The Journal

THAT wAS THEn...

Members of the Citizens for Backus/AB Committee applaud the Falls School 
Board’s decision to sell the complex to the community group at Wednesday’s 
meeting.
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THiS iS nOw...
by Ward Merrill, Exectutive Director, Backus Community Center
After returning from a visit with our son, daughter-in-law and grandson 

in Wisconsin last weekend, I spent my first day back in the office cleaning 
out files, sorting papers and re-arranging my work space in the old Backus 
principal’s office.  A modern-looking fiberboard desk and cabinet were moved 
out to make way for a 1930’s era wooden desk made by the Lincoln Desk 
Company in Chicago.  (The desk had been donated by Boise and came from 
the old “Woodlands” office).  A shoddily constructed file cabinet was replaced 
by an olive-drab steel file dating to at least the 1940’s and still labeled “District 
Administration.”  As I settled in to the task of re-organizing, sorting and 
discarding, the space began to take on a “historic” feel more befitting of the 
Backus Building’s origins in the 1930’s.

The process of sorting, examining, evaluating, saving and discarding 
consumed most of the day.  The contents of many files, bulging with outdated 
and un-needed papers, were dumped in the re-cycle box.  As I worked, 
documents from each of the preceding directors appeared:  Jill Werner, 
Barb Metzger, Lisa Hiebert, and Beckie Aitken.  Requests for funding, grant 
inquiries, memos, notes, letters, all chronicled the administrative efforts 
and struggles of the organization.  Each of these people brought varying 
skills, backgrounds, enthusiasm, dedication, passion and ideas to the job 
of executive director.  All of them played important roles in moving the 
organization along on its ten-year journey.

My experience with Backus did not begin in earnest until after retirement 
from a 34-year career in teaching in 2005.  Beckie Aitken was the Executive 
Director at that time and Kay Arnold was President of 
Citizens for Backus/AB.  My wife Linda and I had done 
some volunteer work, donated money and attended 
events in the building when Beckie and Kay invited me to 
serve on the Board of Directors.  I never imagined that my 
involvement would lead to what I refer to as “the best job 
I’ve ever had” as director of Backus/AB.  

Both Kay and Beckie had been involved in the effort 
to save the buildings from the beginning and brought not 
only a love and talent for the arts to the cause, but also 
dedication, enthusiasm and passion.  Kay served as 
President of Citizens for Backus/AB from its birth in 2002 
to 2007.  Beckie was a “hands on” Executive Director with 
a positive attitude, bubbly personality, love of the arts and 
passion for performing on the Backus stage.  Both of these 

dedicated women helped set the stage for what Backus 
was to become in the next few years.

Continuing my office clean up, I came across a 55-
page packet of Daily Journal articles and letters to the 
editor dated from December, 1996 to October, 2000.  An 
additional stack of old “Journals” comprised the years 
2001 to 2004.  “AB School’s Fate Uncertain” glared 
off the page of the first packet while all succeeding 
pages chronicled the struggles of community members, 
supporters, detractors, school board members, local 
officials, parents and a superintendent to deal with the 
fate of the two buildings.  One name was paramount 
among the others: Cay Kroeten.  Her letters to the editor 
in support of saving AB and Backus, her dogged and 
persistent criticism of the superintendent and board in 
regard to demolition of AB and inspiration to others, all 

apparently helped lead to the preservation and re-use of the buildings.  I had 
the opportunity to meet her only once, about a year before her passing, and 
was glad I took a few moments to thank her for her efforts on behalf of Backus/
AB.  (She was being honored I believe as a WWII veteran in the Fourth of July 
parade).

Other names appeared frequently in support of saving the buildings: Mayor 
Harry Swendsen, Bob Anderson, Kay Arnold, Alma Christie, Jim Lemieux, 
Marie Karsnia, Susan Swendsen, Everett Brenning, Evelyne Growette, and 
Russ Nagle to name a few. Doug Skrief facilitated meetings and lent support 
from the Border Concert Association.  Support from Fort Frances included 
Carole Mackintosh and others. The Chamber of Commerce organized 
community meetings.  Assistance from the Blandin Foundation was secured 
and a thorough re-use study was completed with a Blandin grant by Thomas 
Zahn & Associates in the winter of 2001.  Gordy Ettestad, Steve Earley, Dan 
Pelland and Joe VanGuse helped promote the effort.  Later, Backus Board 
members and supporters appear in minutes and documents; among them 
several board members who have provided leadership since the beginning 
of Citizens for Backus/AB: Donna Frederickson, Kay Arnold, Patti Ballan and 
John Faith.  Major supporters and donors included Janet Larson Schultheis, 
Corky Brindos as well as board members.

Much of the turmoil over the fate of Backus/AB came to an end with the Backus Kids Club didn’t just have indoor classes, they also took field trips to 
places like this, the International Wolf Center.

The Prairie Fire Theater performed “Beauty and the Beast” during Summer 
Arts Week at Backus Community Center in June 2012.

Backus Community Center Continued on Page 12

“Never underestimate the 
power of a small group 
of committed people to 

change the world. 
In fact, it is the only 
thing that ever has.”     

~ Margaret Mead
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October 4 Soup Supper – 4:30 – 7:00 pm  
 Sponsor – Green Larsen Mortuary
October 10 RSVP Volunteer Recognition Event   11:30m am -- 1:30 pm 
October 25 Citizens for Backus/AB – 5:00 – 7:00 pm 10th Anniversary 

Celebration, Spaghetti Dinner – 5:00 – 7:00 pm, 
 Raffle Drawing – 6:00 pm
October 27 IceBox Radio Theater - Harvest Party – 5:00 pm
October 29 Documentary Movie - 6:30 pm Backus Auditorium
 Sponsor – Falls Public Library
November 1 Soup Supper – 4:30 – 7:00 pm  Sponsor – Bremer Bank
November 13 Top the Tater Supper – 4:30 – 7:00 pm
 Sponsor- Good Samaritan Society
November 13 Border Concert Association – 7:30 pm - “Two on Tap”
November 24 Holiday Arts & Crafts Festival – 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
 Lunch served – 11:00 am – 2:00 pm
November 26 Documentary Movie – 6:30 pm – Backus Auditorium
 Sponsor – Falls Public Library
November 30 Koochiching Aging Options - “Logging Camp Christmas” 

December 6 Soup Supper – 4:30 – 7:00 pm
 Sponsor – Education Minnesota – Local 331
December 8 “Christmas Then and Now” – 7:00 pm
  Holiday Musical Event  - Sponsored by Tuesday Musicale
December 18 St. Thomas School Christmas Program
 6:30 pm – Backus Auditorium 

“Backus is fully accessible to persons with disabilities – Please call our office 
for specific accommodations.”

EXERCISE CLASSES – 10:00 – 11:00 AM - Mondays and Wednesdays

***BACKUS KIDS CLUB*** After School Schedule
             Monday – Friday (except holidays)  3:30  –  6:00 pm

Visit the Backus Web Site for Information and Schedules:  
www.backusab.org Or Call Backus Community Center at 218-285-7225

BACKuS COmmuniTY CEnTEr
 Historic Backus Community Center, the heart of International Falls, where all generations celebrate arts, culture, recreation, wellness, and life-long learning.

August 1, 2002 headline in The 
Daily Journal, “Vote Saves Backus 
Complex: Board agrees to sell 
buildings to grassroots committee.”  
A front-page photo shows the 
response of Citizens for Backus/
AB Committee members as 
they applaud the School Board’s 
decision.  The August 20 headline 
brings the process to completion 
with the headline, “Backus to 
switch hands Sept. 3.”  Board Chair 
Jerry Bolstad officially presented 
Backus Board President Kay 
Arnold the keys on Sept. 4, 2002 
on the front steps.

The first director of CBAB, 
Barb Metzger, was hirThe second 
director of CBAB, Barb Metzger, was hired in July 2003 and stated in an 
article, “I am convinced this is going to be a successful operation and a long-
term, on-going institution in this town.”  She had already been told by several 
people that the building would never operate successfully as a community and 
arts center.  Some of Metzger’s hopes included making the operation self-
sufficient, developing Backus into a community center with a focus on the arts 
and even using the parking area for a farmer’s market. Many of those initial 
hopes and plans have now come to fruition, including the farmer’s market.  It’s 
now in its fifth year and included fifteen vendors this year.

Citizens for Backus/AB was managed by four different directors during its 
first five years of existence.  The non-profit now enjoys a measure of stability. 
I have served as director since February 2008, Hoa Sobczynski as business 
manager since February 2009 and our custodian, Steve Barnett since July 
2008.  The organization’s annual budget has grown from less than $50,000 
when it began to $148,000 in 2008 and almost $400,000 in 2012. The entire 
third floor of Backus is now leased while only two classrooms remain without 
tenants on the second floor.  Sixteen tenants occupy space in the building.  
Backus boasts several youth programs including After School Arts, Summer 
Arts, Backus Kids Club (licensed child care center) and Summer Food Service 
Program.  December will see the beginning of a new community service 
sponsored by the Falls Hunger Coalition and Backus called “Community Café” 
which will supply a twice-weekly meal to hungry families and adults.  The goal 
of the new program is to reduce hunger and build a stronger community. 

While success is not merely measured by dollars, it is noteworthy that 
Backus has invested over $1.6 million is capital improvements since acquiring 
the buildings in 2002.  Over $600,000 in grant funding has helped provide both 
programming and building improvements.  In addition to youth programs such 
as 4-H, dance, art, music, basketball and drama, the center provides space 
for vital community programs such as adult education, chemical dependency 
counseling, mental health counseling, exercise, yoga, massage and dance.  
Backus will also be home to a re-vitalized public access cable TV system in 
the near future.

It’s been ten years since Citizens for Backus/AB acquired the complex 
and our fundraising committee is hard at work planning a great program to 
celebrate not only our success but also those individuals who’ve made that 
possible.  On Thursday, October 25th, from 5-7pm, the Backus Community 
Center will host a free dinner open to everyone.  We encourage all community 
members to attend this free event and help celebrate ten years of hard work 
and success.

The community may have been split a decade ago over the fate of Backus/
AB.  Over the last couple of years I’ve heard from dozens of people who were 
previously in favor of demolishing the buildings.  Today, their feelings have 
had a complete turn-about and they are 100% supportive of the organization 
and its mission: “Historic Backus Community Center, the heart of International 
Falls, where all generations celebrate arts, culture, recreation, wellness and 
life-long learning.” What a long distance we’ve travelled in 10 years.

~ Ward Merrill, Executive Director, Backus Community Center

Backus Community Center continued from Page 11

A Community Market was held all summer in the Backus/AB parking lot. Many farmers and vendors sold their wares to 
shoppers from the area.
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lOOKinG BACK AT HOmECOminG THru THE YEArS....

1952 1962

1972

The five lovely ladies placing a good 
luck touch on a Bronco football and the five 
gentlemen standing behind them are the senior 
candidates for homecoming king and queen 
honors.  from left to right, ladies first, they 
are Janet anderson, Mary holmberg, Nancy 

Wherley, Kathy Morstad and Patty sheridan; 
dick haugland, henry orstad, Jerry Jensen, Jim 
amidon, and Gerald emery. The king and queen 
will be crowned at half-time of the homecoming 
game with hibbing.
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1987

2002

1997

lOOKinG BACK AT HOmECOminG THru THE YEArS....

Nat Opperman, sophomores;



PAGE 16 — FHS Alumni nEwSPAPEr #65 - OCTOBEr 2012

The Class of 1967 had a great 45th reunion at Sha Sha on Sat July 7th, 2012. Chuck Makidon made everyone “Class of 67” pins and shared class memories. The 
highlight of the evening was Lynn Schwankl and Chuck Lepper’s Reunion Band playing. Everyone is looking forward to the big 50th in 5 years! 

Class of ‘67 Celebrates 45th reunion

Front Row: Dennis Jenson, Donovan Hall, Helen (Pleimling) Trickey, Pam (Weum) Pavleck, Connie (Kellner) Kalar, Bill Howard, Muggs (Schneider) Fraik.  Row Two:  
Charmay (Lonergan) Ferguson, Clinton Bloom, Terri (Lucca) Rud, Sheila (Smith) Tatone, Bev (Monrean) Lind, Patty (Judd) Maruk, Kristin (Anderson) Helleloid, Carol 
(Knapp) Vold, Trudy (Thompson)Dunn, Karen (Reuter) Etienne.  Row Three:  Kathy (Gookins) Young, Donna (Lind) Boyum,Warren Bahr, Barb(Passi) Anderson, 
Mary (Belanger) Bartlett, Charlie Helleloid, Judy (Gusulak) Grossmann, Lorella (Johnson) Fulton, Susie Caple, Spike Vold.  Row Four, in middle of picture:  Holly 
(Skime) Sparty, Roxanne (O’Brien) Hjelden, Bob Rousseau, Lynn Swenson, Susie (Christie) McCloskey, Joe Rizzo, Jo (Bradley) Kockelman, Patsy Sullivan, Janice 
(Nagurski) Carlson Row Five:  John Klow, Tim Campeau, Dale Johnson, Chuck Makidon, Steve Peterson, George Fraik Last Row:  Rick Holen, Wayne Horgan, 
Wayne Lindstrom, Bob Sutch, John Wenberg, Jimmy Nelson, Pat Soboleski, Jerry Kockelman, Randy Furman Other attendees, not pictured:  Ladd Kocinski, Leon-
ard Clark, Carl Brown, Vic Davis, Mike Hanson, Jim Kucera, Gail (Kittelson) Pelland, Allan Russell, Kathy (Sheasby) Dault, Marilyn (Nordlum) McEvoy, Dan Blais, 
Maureen (Bounds) Tomczak, Chuck Williams

Welcome International Falls High School 
grads and all. 

Check out our FHS Alumni Newsletter Facebook 
Page at http://fbnews.fhs reunion.us

Click “Like”, share some of your thoughts 
and pictures and connect with other grads.

“Keep In Touch”The Top 10 Songs of 1967
1. I’m A Believer - Monkees
2. To Sir With Love - Lulu
3. The Letter - Box Tops

4. Ode To Billie Joe - Bobbie Gentry
5. Windy - Association

6. Groovin’ - Young Rascals
7. Somethin’ Stupid - Nancy & Frank Sinatra

8. Daydream Believer - Monkees
9. Light My Fire - Doors

10. Happy Together - Turtles
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On the dock at Island View Lodge:  Amanda (Leerssen) Kostiuk, Jenna (Larson) Wright, Breanne (Johnson) Anderson, Jason Oletzke, Shannon Nagle, Jenni-
fer Ysen, Desiree Oswald, Clint Sandstrom, Danyelle (Martinez) Deedrick, Nikki Kucera, Jessica Kubat-Miller, Justin Mostad, Tom Biondich, Dawn Loney, Kalsie 
Briggs, Erica (Peters) Dunbar, Zachary Wood, Sara (Eldien) Leier, Kevin Karsnia, Jennifer Gray, Cherall Mann, Jamie Pearson, Shannon McDonald, Melissa (Ford) 
Norton, Ashley Waller, Angie Liedke, Ann (Zika) Scharfenberg, Amber Custer, Matthew Currier, Laura (Balaski) Hilliard, Lucas Boe, Jeff Zahn. Missing from picture: 
Cal Turban, Brigette Krzoska, Willie Frank, Josh Nuthak 

Family Picnic at City Beach: Shannon Nagle with Lilli, Amanda (Leerssen) Kostiuk with Kylie, Hannah and Sophie, Kalsie Briggs with Kaeden, Sara (Eldien) Leier 
with Luke, Dawn Loney with Brayden, Brigette Krzoska with Jaxon

In the afternoon there was a family picnic at City Beach where we were able to meet each other’s children and relax while the kids played in the sand and swam in 
Rainy Lake. In the evening we had the deck reserved for us at Island View Lodge. We had a great turnout with 38 classmates attending.  There were classmates 
who traveled from Missouri, Texas and California to attend!  Everyone was given a “Class of 2002 - FHS 10 Year Reunion” koozie and a few lucky classmates won 
raffle prizes.  It was a touching moment when we released balloons that we all signed in memory of classmate Pat Gushalak. Island View was the perfect location 
and they did a wonderful job making our reunion a success. The food, service, view & conversation were all great! Thank you to everyone who came!  ~ Amanda 
(Leerssen) Kostiuk
 

The Class of 2002 celebrated their 10 Year reunion on July 7th, 2012

AmEriCA’S VET dOGS
 
Terry Randolph, ‘65 reports that the Koochiching County Veteran Service was successful in their drive to 
sponsor two “Vet Dogs.”  Appropriately named “Kooch” and “Voyageur,” the puppies are currently in training 
for eventual service with a veteran.

 
If you wish to make a donation, the account has been kept open.  
Checks should be made out to America’s Vet Dogs and mailed to:

Terry Randolph, PO Box 135, Ranier, MN  56668
VoyageurKooch
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Old Broncos never really leave 
Int’l Falls, they just come home and 
make things happen!  Shawndra 
Frederick Shofner, Class of 1980, 
Barb Owen-Boerger, Class of 1987 
and Jenn McKelvey, Class of 2001 
are working together on sharing the 
news, fundraising and celebrating a 
major building project for the Good 
Samaritan Society of International 
Falls.  With Shawndra as the 
Associate Director of Grants and 
Major Gifts, Barb as the Director of 
Community Relations and Jenn as 
the Marketing Coordinator, they are 
quite a formidable team!  

Nearly 50 years ago, the current 
“nursing home” was built by 
Koochiching County.  Prior to that, 
as some of you may remember, 
care was provided at “the work 
farm” near the airport.  The current 
Good Samaritan Society campus 
houses the nursing home, rehab 
therapy center, the home health 
care agency and the River’s Edge 
Villa.  “As the needs of our area’s 
elderly and others in need have 
changed, expectations have grown, 
technology  and care culture have 
evolved and the current building 
simply does not have another 
10 years in it, let alone another 
fifty,” according to Owen-Boerger.  
“The new campus will allow us 
to add assisted living options to 
our continuum of services, all in a 
place designed to create a home-
like environment where residents, 
and staff, thrive and enjoy the very 
highest quality of living.” 

Shofner and Owen-Boerger 
are working very closely together 
on the capital campaign to raise $1 million of the $18 million dollar cost of 
the new campus:  Building a Future Together.  With you.  For you.  “This 
capital campaign represents less than 6% of the total project cost,” explains 
Shofner, “but will have a significant and meaningful impact on the life of the 
residents we get to care for.  We are also very proud of the fact that 100% 
of every donation goes directly to the project.  With over a dozen ways to 
make a personally meaningful contribution to the campaign, businesses and 
individuals have pledged nearly $400,000 to date.”

Jenn McKelvey coordinates the marketing activities for GSS-IFalls. As 
liaison between GSS and all things print, radio and TV, her plate is full as 
well.  “I’m lucky enough to have worked as a direct care provider here, so I 
know what it takes to care for residents and truly see how the new campus 
will enhance the already-amazing care provided.  To be able to share the 
excitement, create awareness of the outstanding work being done here and to 
connect people to our mission is a dream job for me.  I’m so grateful to have 
such a meaningful position in my hometown”.  

Please check out the progress of the project at www.good-sam.com by 
entering International Falls in the search field.  We’d love to hear from you, as 
well, so don’t hesitate to call 218-283-8313 or email bowenboe@good-sam.
com to reach Barb.

GOOd SAmAriTAn SOCiETY lOOKS TO THE FuTurE

Alumni news 
BOOK rEViEw
Are you an author with a 
book you’d like reviewed?  

Are you an avid reader 
who would like to 

review books?

The Alumni News would like to print a regular BOOK REVIEW 
feature in every issue.   

If you are interested in participating in any way, 
please let us know:

karen.shickell@yahoo.com 
or PO Box 933, Int’l Falls, MN  56649.
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Bronco Athletics
Hall of Fame

~ nOminATiOn FOrm ~  
A.  All inductees must, during and following their career, have exemplified 
the  pride and spirit that is Bronco Athletics.

B.  Categories:
      1.  Player:  An athlete that has excelled in athletics and has been out of 
school for at least ten (10) years.
      2.  Coach/Director/Advisor:  Any person who has been in any of these 
three positions and made a positive impact on the Bronco Athletic Tradition 
and has been out of coaching/directing/advising for two (2) or more years.
      3.  At Large:  A member of the school or community who has made a 
significant impact to International Falls High School Athletics.
      4.  Team: Any team that has made a significant impact on Bronco Ath-
letics including, but not limited to, District, Section and State Championship 
teams.

Nominee's Name:    ________________________________________

Category:      ___________________________________________
                            (1, 2, 3 or 4 as listed above.)  

Your Name:            _________________________________________

Your Address:        _________________________________________
                            
 Phone ______________________   E-mail _____________________

Send to: Bronco Athletic Hall of Fame,  c/o Don Rolando
                      Falls High School
                     1515 - 11th  Street, International Falls, MN   56649
    Phone:   218-283-2571 • Fax:  218-283-2384

On Saturday, April 21, 2012, the FHS Bronco Athletic Hall of Fame inducted 
its first 9 honorees.  All six living inductees were present at the event, and 
the three deceased honorees were represented by close family members.  
The inductees included Bronislau “Bronko” Nagurski, and his son Bronko K. 
Nagurski (‘55), Frank Youso (‘54) and Jim Crotty (‘42) -- all football players.  
Stuart Nordquist was recognized for football coaching.  Hockey players 
included Tim Sheehy (‘66) and Dick Dougherty (‘50), and Larry Ross was 
recognized for hockey coaching.  Tony Lynch (‘62) was recognized for track 
and field.

 Inductees were honored with plaques, and another set of plaques will be 
displayed near the entrance to the FHS gymnasium.

 A silent auction was held prior to the ceremony where more than $1,500 
was raised for the Hall of Fame.

 The FHS Bronco Athletic Hall of Fame committee is accepting nominations 
for future inductees, including players, coaches, directors, advisors, at-large 
members and/or teams.  The nomination form is reprinted here, and is also 
available on the FHS website:  www.isd361.k12.mn.us/schools/fhs/sports.shtml 
under “Hall of Fame.”

Front:  Frank Youso, Dick 
Dougherty, Tony Lynch.  Back:  
Jim Crotty, Steve Ross (son of 
Larry Ross), Bev Nagurski (wife 
of Bronko K. Nagurski), Tim 
Sheehy, Jan Carlson (daughter of 
Bronislau “Bronko” Nagurski), Stuart 
Nordquist.  
Photo courtesy of Cedulie’s 
Photography

FHS BrOnCO ATHlETiC HAll OF FAmE FirST 9 HOnOrEES induCTEd

ClASS OF ‘65
On July 7, 2012, 35 members of the Class of ‘65 had an informal get-
together at Sha-Sha Resort to celebrate turning 65.  In addition to 
celebrating 65th birthdays, we toasted retirements and getting medicare!
 
The “Reunion Band” was playing for the Class of ‘67’s 45th reunion.  Three 
members of our class are in this band:  Steve Molstad, Greg Anderson 
and Eddie Anderson, so later in the evening we went and danced to the 
music.  This always brings back memories of our high school dances at the 
Community Building.
 
By the smiles on our faces, you could tell we were having a great time!  Our 
next event will be our 50th class reunion in the summer of 2015!
 
~ submitted by Barb Craig
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You set a record today—this is the oldest you’ve ever been!
The Class of 1952 celebrated with former classmates.  While 1950’s CD’s 

played in the background, they socialized in the banquet room at Thunderbird 
Lodge.  Dancing was less a priority than talking, getting caught up, and 
reminiscing about past youthful escapades.    Aaah, the adventures of youth!  
But much more innocent than present days.  As former Chief of Police Tom 
Hardy commented, “The drugs in those days were beer and cigarettes.”

Socializing began at 5:00 pm as people gathered to put on their name 
tag before trying to meet and greet friends of former years.  The banquet 
room was decorated with purple and gold helium balloons and posters with 
clippings about classmates through the years that Barb Miller had clipped 
and preserved.  Barb also had an album with photos kept through the years.  
William (Huntz) Wagner also had a poster board of pictures.  His pictures, of 
course, centered on Huntz and his buddies in the “good old days.”  (Please 
refer to Tom’s comments above).

Nibbling on walleye fingers and chips dipped in black bean salsa, they 
enjoyed looking at pictures and posters and visiting before being seated for the 
program.  

Bob Morse, a renowned psychiatrist retired from Mayo Clinic, acted as 
Master of Ceremonies.  After apologizing that he was the 4th choice for MC, 
he confided there was an ugly rumor going around, a scandal about a judge 
sleeping with her psychiatrist.  He wanted everyone to know that it was true.  
Then he gave a pop quiz.   A few knew that the class colors were lavender and 
silver and the class flower a white rose.  Everyone knew that we did not have a 

class fish.
Huntz read a letter from Jerry Culbertson who had planned to attend.  

Phyllis Karsnia stated that Jerry’s check from Hawaii was the first one to arrive.  
However, ill health kept him from traveling and he emailed Phyllis to use his 
money for the bar.  He sent more regrets in a letter to Huntz with another $80 
to treat his classmates.  Huntz read the letter and we toasted Jerry with the 
champagne that he had furnished.  Also, we toasted the thirty-nine classmates 
now deceased as well as the others who sent regrets that they could not 
attend.  Bob read the names of the deceased, and Phyllis read messages from 
those who sent their regrets at not being able to attend.

Recalling the many plays she starred in while in high school, we had the 
pleasure of having Tamara Daniel again perform for us.  Tammy, who has been 
an actor in New York for 57 years, gave two readings:  Taken in Marriage and 
Men for Sale.  Men for Sale was a favorite of the women.

Dick Allen, a former attorney in Washington DC, interrupted Dr. Bob to give 
his opening speech.  Dick said, “I’m so happy to be here.  Actually, I’m happy 
to be anywhere.”   He believes that we graduated in the best times in history.  
“We were depression babies, World War II was going on and it was a tough 
time.  But our families supported us and we survived.  Sixty years later, we are 
still surviving.  When we get up in the morning, we can thank God for another 
day.”  Heads nodded in agreement.

Compliments to the Thunderbird chef for a delicious buffet dinner of beef 
tenderloin tips in wine sauce served on a bed of wild rice and roast pork with 
sage dressing, mashed potatoes with gravy, Caesar salad, and green beans 
mixed with baby carrots.  Huntz furnished the cake decorated in purple and 

gold and with a motto embedded  in a 
concrete slab in the old Falls High School:  
Opportunity, Inspiration, Service.  

ClASS OF 1952 60TH ClASS rEuniOn ~ July 6-7, 2012 ~ dAnCE!  CElEBrATE!  

Classmates Front row right to left: Eileen 
(KY Kyryluk) Holenko, Tamara Daniel, 
Lou (Cronkhite) Walhaug and Mary Lou 
(Hoselton) Carlson.   2nd row right to 
left : Phyllis (St. Pierre) Karsnia,  Jaclyn 
(Peterson) Julien,  Delores (Kolshus) 
Nerland Bunny (Palm) Katrin,;   Delores 
(Dougherty) Campbell,  JoAnn (Lovejoy) 
Beauregard,  Virginia (Christensen) 
Sweney,  Barb (Gilbertson) Miller,  Red 
Schultheis,  Helen (Carlson) Williams,  
Dick Allen .  Back Row:  William (Huntz) 
Wagner,  Clifford (Tippy) Carlson,  Tom 
Hardy 
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Attending the dinner were: Richard & Rosemarie Allen, Bunny Palm Katrin, 
June Schickling Anderson, Barb Gilbertson & Earl Miller, JoAnn Lovejoy 
Beauregard, Robert & Ancy Morse, Carl Breske, Delores Kolshus Nerland, 
Delores Dougherty & Roger Campbell, Nora (Vonnie Frye) Pacheco, Clifford 
(Tippy) Carlson, Roman (Red)  & Janet Schultheis, Mary Lou Hoselton & Kim 
Carlson, Lucy Hopanuk & Ivan Sorenson, Tamara Daniel, Virginia Christensen 
Sweney, Thomas & Clara Hardy, Diane Wagner Wagner, Eileen (KY) Kyryluk 
Holenko, William (Huntz)& Marlene Wagner, Tim & Sue Holt, Luella Cronkhite 
Walhaug, Jaclyn Peterson & Jennifer Julien, Glen & Jacqueline Weum, Phyllis 
St. Pierre & Leo Karsnia, Helen Carlson Williams.

M.C. Bob announced that The Class of 1952 committee is resigning after 
organizing formal reunions every five years.  However, there will be an annual 
reunion every July 6th at Sha Sha Resort at 4:00 pm.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend each year.  Mark your calendars!

After our late night of revelry (was it 9:30 when we closed up the party?) 
orange juice and coffee brought us back to life on Saturday morning at the 
Elks Lodge.  Swedish pancakes slathered with syrup and sauces , and juicy 
sausages started the socializing again.  Huntz hosted the event; Marlene 
was in the kitchen cooking with Dick, Bob and Pam Peterson who shared 
their delicious recipe for Swedish pancakes.  Huntz’s special West Fork 
Maple Syrup was a special treat.  Those enjoying the breakfast were:  Dick 
and Rosemarie, June, JoAnn, Delores and Roger, Tippy, Mary Lou and Kim, 
Tamara, Tom and Clara, KY, Jaclyn and Jennifer, Phyllis and Leo, Bunny, 
Barb and Earl, Bob and Ancy, Delores, Red and Janet, Virginia, Diane and 
son, Luella, and Helen.   Donations for the breakfast were given to Falls High 
Alumni Association to be used for scholarships.

~ submitted by Phyllis Karsnia

Voyageurs national Park Headquarters and maintenance Complex
Class of 1952 Tour, Friday, July 6, 2012, 10:00 A.m.

“Voyageurs National Park not only preserves environment and land, it also 
preserves history and artifacts,” Catherine Crawford told us.  Catherine is the 
archivist for VNP and very passionate about the library and museum she’s 
in charge of.  The Park’s museum was built with space and filing systems to 

preserve artifacts for many years.  The five 1952 classmates—Barb and Earl 
Miller, Tom and Clara Hardy, and Phyllis Karsnia—who were on the tour were 
very impressed with the facility and amazed at the number of artifacts.

Tawnya Schoewe, Chief of Interpretation who led the tour. Informed us 
that the architect designed the park headquarters building based upon 
photographs of sawmills in northern Minnesota in the 1800’s.  The high ceiling 
resembles the sawmill construction.  

The City of International Falls built the $12 million complex using funding 
from bonds.  The City owns the buildings and land upon which they were built 
in 2011, and the National Park Service signed a 20-year lease with the City.  
The building was built to be environmentally friendly with good insulation, 
placement of windows to let in the sun, automatic lighting and many other 
building specifics.  All offices are on the window side with views of Rainy River.  

The offices for the 48 permanent employees are grouped by function:  
Administration, Resources, and Library/Museum.  During the summer, 
approximately 48 part-time employees are hired, most of whom are from the 
International Falls area.

After visiting the office spaces, Tawnya turned us over to Catherine to 
complete the tour.  We walked into a spacious area filled with shelves of books.  
Catherine told us the library was open to the public.  Historical articles can 
be read with a computer; aerial photos are preserved from 1927 through the 
present.  Harry Oveson’s ancient fishing boat and a 26 foot traditional canoe 
built by Bill Hoffman are on display in the immense open space, along with 
antique motors and bits and pieces of old dwellings from the park area.  All 
museum items are related to the Park.  Catherine opened cupboards and file 
drawers to display legacy from many former industries:  Logging, Gold mining, 
Boot legging, Resorts, and the work of Native Americans.  

Many drawers are filled with 100,000 pieces of archeology, all documented 
and labeled.  Other files hold donated photographs of early families.  Audio 
tapes from interviews of early families are also in text form.  Every item has 
been carefully documented and labeled.  The public is encouraged to make 
appointments with Catherine if they have something they want to research.  
Catherine is very enthusiastic about her museum items and the stories she’s 
preserving and is anxious to share them.

~ submitted by Phyllis Karsnia, ’52 

Class of 1952 continued from Page 20

1. Singin’ in the rain - A silent film production company and cast make a 
difficult transition to sound.  Director: Stanley Donen, Gene Kelly
Stars: Gene Kelly, Donald O’Connor, Debbie Reynolds, Jean Hagen

 2. umberto d.  - Umberto Ferrari, aged government-pensioner, attends a 
street demonstration held by his fellow pensioners... 
Director: Vittorio De Sica.  Stars: Carlo Battisti, Maria Pia Casilio, Lina 
Gennari, Ileana Simova

 3. limelight  - A fading comedian and a suicidally despondent ballet 
dancer must look to each other to find meaning and hope in their lives. (137 
mins.)
Director: Charles Chaplin
Stars: Charles Chaplin, Claire Bloom, Nigel Bruce, Buster Keaton
 
4. Forbidden Games  - A young French girl orphaned in a Nazi air attack 
is befriended by the son of a poor farmer, and together they try to come to 
terms with the realities of death.  Director: René Clément.  Stars: Georges 
Poujouly, Brigitte Fossey, Amédée, Laurence Badie

5. High noon - A marshall, personally compelled to face a returning deadly 
enemy, finds that his own town refuses to help him. 
Director: Fred Zinnemann
Stars: Gary Cooper, Grace Kelly, Thomas Mitchell, Lloyd Bridges

6. Othello - Desdemona, daughter of a Venetian aristocrat, elopes with 
Moorish military hero Othello, to the great resentment of Othello’s envious 
underling Iago...   Director: Orson Welles. Stars: Orson Welles, Micheál 
MacLiammóir, Robert Coote, Suzanne Cloutier 

7. The white Sheik  - The first two days of a marriage. Ivan, a punctilious 
clerk brings his virginal bride to Rome for a honeymoon... 
Director: Federico Fellini. Stars: Alberto Sordi, Giulietta Masina, Brunella 
Bovo, Leopoldo Trieste
 
8. The little world of don Camillo - In a village of the Po valley where 
the earth is hard and life miserly, the priest and the communist... Director: 
Julien Duvivier.  Stars: Fernandel, Gino Cervi, Vera Talchi, Franco 
Interlenghi
 
9. Viva Zapata!  - The story of Mexican revolutionary Emiliano Zapata, 
who led a rebellion against the corrupt, oppressive dictatorship of president 
Porfirio Diaz in the early 20th century.  Director: Elia Kazan. Stars: Marlon 
Brando, Jean Peters, Anthony Quinn, Joseph Wiseman 

10. monkey Business - Barnaby Fulton is a research chemist working on 
a fountain of youth pill for a chemical company. While trying a sample dose 
on himself...   Director: Howard Hawks.  Stars: Cary Grant, Ginger Rogers, 
Marilyn Monroe, Charles Coburn 

TOP 10 mOViES OF 1952
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Pamela (Titus) Hanson (‘61) met up with her mother, Genevieve (Erickson) 
Handley (‘43) and her sister, Nancy (Titus) Francis (‘65) and Nancy’s husband 
Howard Francis (‘68) in Rogers, Arkansas for a trip to Southern Californnia 
-- the Lake Tahoe area, and Las Vegas, Nevada.  The group left Arkansas on 
January 25, 2012 with Howard, the only male in the van, nonplussed at how 
much stuff three ladies required for a 
trip such as this.  As we all did some 
serious shopping on the trip, the 
volume grew to the point that when 
the back door of the van opened up 
we had to watch for falling luggage!  
Thankfully, we didn’t have to pack 
and unpack every day as we rented a 
beautiful, roomy villa in Lake Forest, 
CA to serve as our southern Califor-
nia base.  It was located on a cute 
little man-made lake with an electric 
boat at our disposal and came with 
amenities such as swimming pools, 
hot tubs, gym and more. 

 It was a short drive from there 
to the beach towns of San Clemente, 
Dana Point, and Laguna Beach.  
Laguna Beach is an artsy town with 
much to see and great shopping 
and restaurants!  Pamela was able 
to hook up with classmates Sandy 
Hiebel (‘61) -- who has a home in 
perhaps the best location of Laguna 
Beach with stunning ocean and beach views -- and Patty Kellner (‘61) who was 
visiting.  The “girls” took in the Laguna Beach Art Walk -- wine and art...not a 
bad combination!  We spent quite a bit of time in the Dana Point harbor area 
from which we also went out on whale watching boats.  We were extremely 
lucky in that regard.  We saw more whales and dolphins (including different 
species of each) than are normally seen, and even had the special experience 
of watching two grey whale males and one female mating!  We were told that 
one male helps the other.  Hmmm...sounds fishy to me!

 From our base we also explored San Diego, enjoying the ambiance, food, 
shopping and beach at the Del Coronado Hotel on Coronado Island (and the 
bridge that gets you there,) Seaport Village, the Midway (aircraft carrier,) the 
WWII memorials, the large statue of the sailor returning from WWII and kissing 
a nurse, and the harbor area -- which must include eating dinner at Anthony’s.

 We also did the coast, beaches and beach towns between San Diego and 
Laguna Beach, including Pacific Beach -- lots of nice bodies for all to enjoy.  
La Jolla (an interesting coast with seals to watch -- and do they stink!) a glider 
port near the Torrey Pines Golf Course where you can jump off the cliff with 
an instructor (Nancy did!) and Del Mar, a charming beach town with a wonder-

ful shopping and restaurant complex that is multiple stories tall and includes a 
very large patio-type area on its top, with chairs that you can sit on and enjoy 
the fabuous views.

 We also went to Temecula, slightly inland and between our base and San 
Diego.  There we enjoyed its wine country area (a wonderful way to spend 

a day doing wine tastings and eating 
meals prepared by celebrated chefs) as 
well as its avocado and citrus growing 
areas.  Then we did a bit of gambling 
at the Pechanga Resort and Casino 
that is on par with what you’ll find in Las 
Vegas.  Next, we ventured up to the 
Log Angeles (Burbank) area to be part 
of the audience in a live taping of the 
Jay Leno show. 

 Following all the fun in southern 
California, we ventured off to South 
Lake Tahoe.  We stayed in Harvey’s 
Casino Hotel.  We all took the Heavenly 
Valley Ski Area gondola up to an obser-
vation deck from which you can see the 
whole panorama of Lake Tahoe, sur-
rounded by white capped mountains.  
Nancy and Howard Francis skied for a 
few days and reported that even though 
Lake Tahoe was experiencing a poor 
snow winter, fresh snow that they had 
gotten just before our arrival made for 
perfect ski conditions on the mountain.

 From Tahoe we went to Las Vegas where we spent a few days gawking at 
all the new hotel and shopping complexes -- have you seen the Aria? -- as well 
as taking in the entertainment, including a David Copperfield show.  That magi-
cian is something else!  Alas, all good winter trips must come to an end, and 
we drove from Las Vegas back to Rogers, Arkansas, stopping to see Hoover 
Dam and the new bypass bridge they’ve built on the way.  (All highway traffic 
used to have to drive over the dam.)  Before Pamela flew back to International 
Falls, she also toured the new Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art that 
is located in Bentonville, AR (next door to Rogers.)  Alice Walton (of Wal-Mart) 
was its primary financial backer.  It has already received international acclaim.  
Nancy Francis volunteers at the museum, which opened 11/11/2011 and has 
already had 150,000 visitors.  There is no admission.  It’s a “not-to-miss” if you 
visit this area.

~ submitted by Pamela (Titus) Hanson, Class of ‘61

SiGHTSEEinG, Fun, SHOPPinG & FOOd!

Send pictures & news!  
Our next issue will be out February, 2013!

want to view this October 2012 
Alumni newsletter online?  

Go to: www.fhsreunion.org at the top 
of the screen and apply for a 

password for newsletter access.

EnJOYinG THE Alumni nEwS?

 Please check your mailing label for information about 
your most recent subscription contribution.  The date and 
amount are noted on the top line.
 
Subscription donation coupons are located on the inside 
back cover of every issue.
 
SNOWBIRDS:  The post office is no longer saving or 
forwarding bulk mail.  If you wish to share your winter 
address, we’ll make sure your February issue reaches 
you in a timely manner.  Thanks!
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send your $10 donation to:

SnOwBird?  
Winter Address: __________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Dates at this address: _____________________

Alumni nEwSPAPEr
SuBSCriPTiOnS & rEnEwAlS

Please note: issue #66 is started 
and is in need of contributions! 

deadline: January 31, 2013
 - earlier even better!

Send information to: Alumni newspaper
P.O. Box 933

international Falls, mn 56649   
or email: karen.shickell@yahoo.com

Thanks, Janet
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NEWS AND PHOTOS FOR ISSUE #66 
SHOULD BE IN BY JANUARY 31, 2013
(EARLIER EVEN BETTER!)

Third grade Girl Scout Brownie Troop #152 created this card for mother’s day in 1957.  Troop leaders were Alice Smith and naomi 
roste.  The girls met every week in the library of the new Holler school.  All of these girl’s were in mrs. nordlum’s class.  Back:  
lynn Growette, Pam mitchell, linda Frank, maxine Kalar, Pamela weum, Karin Carlson, Elizabeth (Betty) ???  middle:  Trudy 
Thompson, marion wynn (or marilyn Brenneman?), Georgia morlin, Bonnie raboin, Sheila Smith, Evelyn Ellsworth  Front:  Susan 
Torseth, Phyllis dahl, Valerie larsen, linda Flovick, Bonnie rostie, linda Caple.  ~ submitted by Sheila (Smith) Tatone


