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Alumni newsletter
Falls High

Cornerstones  by Karen Shickell     
news from the Falls Education Foundation 

GRANTS ENHANCE EDUCATIONAL 
OppORTUNITIES

 The board of directors met in March, and 
approved full funding of all requests from staff 
members of District #361.  A complete list of 
items purchased can be found on page 2. 
  One of the requirements for a request to be 
granted is that the items will directly benefi t 
students.  We know that when teachers and 
students have the materials they need, 
opportunities for learning are enhanced.  
 

DONATIONS
 The funds we use for these grants come 
from donations, and the vast majority of those 
come to our mailbox with a donation coupon 
from this newsletter.  Many of you choose the 
Falls Education Foundation or Purple Pride 
Fund when honoring a friend or loved one on 
a special occasion, or when sending a memo-
rial.  We appreciate your trust in our board to 
distribute these funds in a fair, responsible and 
generous manner.
  You will fi nd a list of donors on page 2, and 
as always, our donation coupons can be found 
on the inside back cover.
 

SUBSCRIpTION DONATIONS
 We want to thank all our readers who 
responded to our request for subscription 
donations in the last issue.  It’s been quite a 
challenge to update our mailing list, but we are 
well on our way to a more effi cient and cost-
effective publication.  We were all very grateful 
for the many warm notes of appreciation as 
well.  I became amused by the growing pile of 
papers as I completed the data entry for each 
one, and took a picture to share:

  
 If you look at your mailing label, you should 
be able to see the date and amount of your 
last donation.  As mentioned in the last news-
letter, we are no longer mailing newspapers to 
those we haven’t heard from in over 3 years.
  Having said that, we want to get the paper 
into the hands of EVERYONE who wants one.  
A donation is not a requirement if it represents 
a fi nancial burden.  Anyone who would like a 
copy of our newspaper can get one by 
sending a request to our PO Box, or online 
at: www.fhsreunion.org. If you are able 
to make a donation toward production, print-
ing and postage expenses, we appreciate the 
show of support.
  We would also like to make a special 
request of our readers who are SNOWBIRDS.  
The post offi ce does not forward our newslet-
ters anymore, and your paper will be returned 
to us marked “Temporarily Away,” with an 
additional charge. 

   While this doesn’t show all the newsletters 
returned to us, it does show how this became 
a real problem for us!
  Please share your winter address info 
with us, including the months you are away.  
 
Enjoy the sweet summertime, and look 
forward to the OCTOBER issue with lots of 
reunion news!
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Returned Newsletters!

Subscriptions Pile Up!

GrADuATiOn nEwS 
There were 114 Falls HS seniors who 
went through graduation on June 5.  

 Co-valedictorian Joseph Toninato (son of Josephine (Klow) 
‘74 and Reid Toninato ‘69) summed up the program  with 
“My fellow graduates, we are done.”   He will attend UMD in 
Duluth.  Sharing the #1  spot is Stephen Anderson (son of 
Terri (Clarity) ‘81 and Gary Anderson ‘75,) who will be at the 
U/North Dakota.  He said his class “Has a responsibility to 
do great things and make smart choices.”  The salutatorian, 
Sara Manka, is the daughter of Bob ‘79 and Laura (Ericson) 
‘81 Manka (and granddaughter of John Manka, who taught 
both at Ray and Falls HS).  Sara is heading for the U/Wis-
consin at Stevens Point and plans to major in Biology and 
Wildlife Ecology.  Congratulations to all three of you on a 
successful adventure.
  Now a comment I feel must be made...please note that 
all six parents of these top scholars might be called  “home 
grown”--and  there are even some “grandparents” with FHS 
class rings!

As the JOURNAL headline “shouted from page 1” on May 
23, “FIRE CLAIMS DOWNTOWN LANDMARK”--the 90-year 
old former 3-story building which housed Ace Hardware for 
67 years (1934-2001) was a total loss.  The fi re was “fought” 
by a Falls team of 25 with help from Ft.. Frances and also 
Littlefork--but Littlefork’s crew were notifi ed of a fi re back  
“home” and returned there. Fort Frances had a 75-foot aerial 
ladder that helped in dealing with/protecting  the adjoining 
Wells Fargo Bank. The fi rst fl oor was rented and housed 
“NO PLACE LIKE HOME,” a business owned by Jane Chris-
tenson.   Fire Chief Jerry Jensen thanked both departments 
for their help.    THE JOURNAL issue of Wedneday, May 
25 has excellent coverage of this very sad event--pictures, 
history and more.  Possibly, if you are a former employee or 
traded there for years, there might be issues available from 
the JOURNAL.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE INTERNATONAL FALLS 
PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR THEIR 100 YEARS OF COMMU-
NITY SERVICE!   And to all the present competent staff 
and those who have retired and then remember others who 
are just in our memory.  MARIE KNUDSON ‘31, I am quite 
sure,  served as head librarian the longest and in some other 
issue,  with the help of some of you readers, I’d like to do a 
“Looking Back” feature.  I know you who go often, attend the 
programs and are so well served are aware of how lucky we 
are.

Class of 1976 35th reunion!
At Thunderbird Lodge, Saturday, July 30, 2011

Please email updated mailing addresses to ifallsclassof76@hotmail.com

or mail to: Class of ‘76, 
1026 3rd, St., Int’l Falls, MN 56649
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In Honor of DICK PETERSON’S Retirement:  Larry & Alyce Mannausau  
In Memory of ANNA RODERICK:  Karen Haaland
In Memory of ART HOLMSTROM:  Kenneth Jaffe
In Memory of BARBARA REUTER:  Betty Blankman, Bud & Jean Larson,
     Frank & Evelyn Youso
In Memory of BETTIE (CRONKHITE) WALLEN:  Fred & Georgeann Cronkhite
In Memory of BETTY BOQUIST:  Sandra Lewis
In Memory of BETTY HERZIG:  Janice Berg, Terry & Shirley Burns, Kathy Dault,
     Keith & Blanche Halverson, Duayne & Nancy Johnson, Violet Johnson,
     Larry & Alyce Mannausau, Bill & Marlene Wagner
In Memory of BEV HOLENKO:  Keith “Oscar” Sutherland
In Memory of BILL CRONKHITE:  Fred & Georgeann Cronkhite
In Memory of BILL & KAY GENDRON:  Kay Burke
In Memory of BOB MURRAY:  Donna Dehn, Jack Murray
In Memory of BOB YOUSO:  Frank & Evelyn Youso
In Memory of BRONKO NAGURSKI:  Donna Frederickson, Kay Herman,
     Brian & Maggie McBride, Jim & Bonnie Roberts 
In Memory of CORY WILCOX:  Lisa Auran
In Memory of DAN & DIANE (BILBEN) KROPPL:  Paul “Bucky” Bilben
In Memory of DANNIE PORTER:  Carol Miller 
In Memory of DENNIS EUGENE CHRISTIANSON:  Carol (Christianson) Allen
In Memory of DOLLY (DANIELS) WILLIAMSON:  Audrey Cotherman
In Memory of DON DESSIN:  Red & Janet Schultheis
In Memory of FLORENCE VERANTH:  Jon & Florence Knutson, Ladd Kocinski,
 Howard & Virginia Milette, Onida Paulbeck, Florence Strukel, Elizabeth Villalta
In Memory of FRED TOWN:  Donald & Ramona Rapaway
In Memory of GEORGE RODERICK:  Karen Haaland
In Memory of IRVIN ANDERSON:  Sharon Olson
In Memory of JANET (GINTER) WAGNER:  Bob & Carol Anderson, Jim & Mary 

Bigler,Kathy Dault, Larry & Alyce Mannausau, Brian & Maggie McBride, Adam 
& Natasha Morris, Stuart & Sue Nordquist, Reid & Josephine Toninato 

In Memory of JOANNE (ERICKSON) MCCLURE:  The Red Hattitude Kats
In Memory of JOE SWENDSEN:  Lisa Auran, Gerald & Louise Dion, Donna 

Erickson, FHS Sunshine Group, Donna Frederickson, Keith &  
Blanche Halverson, Randy & Robin Hilfer, Duayne & Nancy Johnson, Larry & 

Alyce Mannausau, Brian & Maggie McBride, Tom & Dixie Worth
In Memory of JOHANNA MOE:  Linda Bahr, Gordon & Patty Bahr, Ty Boyle, 

Susan Boyle, Corky Brindos, James & Laurie Bujold, Dr. Michael & Loretta 
Carney, Donna Erickson, Dr. James & Constance Ghostley, Delbert &  
Bonnie Hickey, Randy & Robin Hilfer, William & Barbara Johnson, Larry & 
Alyce Mannausau, Roy & Carol Miller, Craig & Mary Moe, Stuart & Sue 
 Nordquist, William & Helen Smerika, Bill & Marlene Wagner

In Memory of JOHN CULBERTSON:  Jerry Culbertson
In Memory of JOHN RAPAWAY:  Donald & Ramona Rapaway
In Memory of LAURA RUTH SWENEY:  Howard & Virginia Milette
In Memory of LARRY BRAATEN:  Phil & Kay Strand 
In Memory of LEO BUECHLER:  Brian & Maggie McBride
In Memory of LORI MILETTE:  Donna Frederickson
In Memory of MARGARET BRUNETTE:  Betty Blankman, Keith & Blanche  

Halverson, Larry & Alyce Mannausau, Jim & Jeannine Nelson 
In Memory of MYRNA (DOUGHERTY) NYSTROM:  Sandra Lewis, Paul &  

Marcia Turenne
In Memory of NORMA (KOLSHUS) DOBSON:  Audrey Cotherman
In Memory of OLIVER GILCHRIST:  Anonymous
In Memory of RICHARD BARRETT:  Red & Janet Schultheis
In Memory of RICHARD LABLANC:  Jim Jerome
In Memory of ROMELLE GILCHRIST:  Anonymous
In Memory of RON LAURION:  Red & Janet Schultheis
In Memory of RONALD RISING:  Gordon & Patty Bahr, George & Athena  

Glennie, Jon & Florence Knutson, Roy & Carol Miller, Tom & Dixie Worth
In Memory of ROY C. JOHNSON:  Thomas Johnson
In Memory of RUSSELL L. JOHNSON:  Thomas Johnson
In Memory of SALLY (MCPHERSON) FREDEN:  Patricia Bute
In Memory of VERNER REUTER:  Patrick & Katherine Bracken, Mary Koerbitz
In Memory of VI BORDEN:  Gordon & Patty Bahr, Betty Blankman,  

Janet Underdahl
In Memory of WALTER WHITBECK:  Jerry & Vivian Wherley 
DONATIONS:  Ken & Helen Etienne, The Lady Elks, Judy Rohde, Charlotte 

Saari, Ben Slowe 

DOnATiOnS to the FAllS EDuCATiOn FOunDATiOn   February, 2011 - june, 2011

WEST END ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
~ PrESCHOOl – ECFE, ECSE  
program, 4-year-old program

 Preschool skills/themes: Curriculum 
planning resource books               
Center activities: Magnetic boards, let-
ters, coins                                            
Communication skill-building:  10 activ-
ity sets                                     

~ Grade 1
Leveled reading book sorters                                                           
Classroom library storage center                                                                     
Literacy skill-building:  7 activity sets                                                             
Active learning manipulatives; organiza-
tional tools                                          

~ Grade 2
Whisper phones (7 sets); book totes 
(100); art kits (6)                        

~ Grades 1 – 2 – SPECiAl ED
Take-home readers (1 set)                                                                               

~ Grades 1 - 2 – liBrArY
33 Hardcover books                           

~ Grades K - 2, ESl                                                                        
Sound sorting w/pictures kit
Rhyming and Opposites activities                     

~ Grades 1-2, Title i/Tier ii
Reading/phonics activities and 
games                                                              
 

FALLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
 ~ Grades K, 3-6, SPECiAl ED

Center activities, manipulatives, project/
art supplies                          

~ Grades K, 3-6, liBrArY
28 Hardbound books

~ Grades K, 3-6, SCiEnCE
2 Electric balance scales to support the 
Chemical Interactions unit          

~ Grades K, 3-7, muSiC
Class set subscriptions (w/CD) to Music 
Express magazine                        

~ Kindergarten
75 copies: “Let’s Find Out” (Weekly 
Reader) magazine subscription
48 Whisperphones
 Word building center activities

~ Grade 3
4 Reading/Writing Graphic Organizer 
Flip Charts
4 Leveled Reading Book Browser Carts
4 Reading/Writing Centers w/ tubs                                             

~ Grade 4
30 copies National Geographic “Pio-
neer” edition
30 copies National Geographic “Path-
finder” edition

~ Grade 5
6 Activity sets to support “The Daily 5” 

centers
36 copies: Storyworks magazine

~ Grade 6
30 copies: “Scope” and “Scholastic 
Math” magazines                                 
Tools and supplies to support “Literacy 
Work” centers                              

~ Pre K – Grade 6, 
rTi COOrDinATOr

Teacher resource materials for both 
libraries, to support new teaching 
methods                                                                   

FALLS HIGH SCHOOL
~ liBrArY 46 books, (varying reading 
levels,) to keep popular series updated, 
have more popular authors available, 
and for required book reports         
~ Grades 7 – 12, SPECiAl ED - DCD

 Accelerated reader book titles
 Mobile leveled Library Unit & Tubs                                              

~ Grades K – 12, muSiC
 Ion Audio – LP 2 CD USB Turntable 
with direct CD recording                  

~ Grade 7, EnGliSH
 65 copies, Al Capone Does my Shirts
95 copies, Al Capone Shines my Shoes

~ Grades 11 – 12, EnGliSH
40 copies, Sugar Changed the World: A 
Story of Magic, Spice, Slavery, 

Freedom and Science
40 copies, Adam Smith: An Enlightened 
Life                              

~ Grade 12, EnGliSH
7 Shakespeare films                                

~ Grades 9-12, SPAniSH        
 Grammar and Culture Challenge 
games for advanced language students
2 dvds – Hispanic Americans in history, 
arts, sports
~ intro to Desktop Publishing class, 

and YEArBOOK
Digital camera and flash card

~ Grades 7 – 12, T.A.G.S. 
(Community Education)

Teen Advantage Growing & Social
Activity funds for gatherings; facilitators

~ Grades 9 – 12, 
COmmuniTY EDuCATiOn

8 books for the Red Cross Water Safety 
Instructor course                     

~ Grade 12, STriVE
Funds toward student scholarship  
awards                                                            

TOTAL REQUESTS (including full 
funding of ALL requests)  $16,813 
given to schools this spring!   THANKS 
TO ALL and your generousity!

Falls Education Foundation Spring, 2011 Grants 
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DR. AUDREY MATHEWS COTHERMAN ‘48, is presently serving a 4-year term 
on the Natrona County School Board in Casper, Wyoming.  She is chair of the 
School Board, and also works part-time for the Alzheimer’s Association.  She 
was profiled in Hamline University’s 150th celebration book, 150 LIVES THAT 
MATTER.      (Proud of you!!!  Janet)
 
BETTY (FELDKIRCHNER) HARTJE ‘43 wrote from Baudette, “I just sat down, 
with a cup of coffee, to re-read BOB SHAW’S “REMEMBER  BACK WHEN” 
COLUMN.  Our memories of other grade school teachers grow dim but not “Miss 
Strietz” in sixth!  She probably was the teacher who called my mother to inform 
her that “Betty takes her cap off as soon as she hits the playground” (in the 
middle of 30 below weather)!  

BILL MC KIBBAGE was the culprit in the Class of ‘43 who was “sent to the prin-
cipal’s office” on a regular basis.  ++ In ‘43 “Miss Strietz” still carried her ‘stick’ 
and walked up and down the aisles looking for knuckles to wack.
 
PHYLLIS ECKLUND HILL ‘43  wrote on a darling polar bear card (mother and 
cub) with a quote from Cicero:   “LIFE IS NOTHING WITHOUT FRIENDSHIP.”   
Phyl wrote,  “Just want you to know how much I’ve appreciated all you*** have 
done to keep us all connected.  Our little High School group are stll enjoying 
a ROUND ROBIN letter exchange.    Now it takes about one year to make the 
rounds!   Nine still involved with some Christmas and Birthday cards added 
along the way.  ++  We lived across the street from Alexander Baker School-
-senior housing sounds interesting.  This week we had a little touch of IFalls 
weather--a record cold day for Long Beach (CA).  Snow in San Francisco, but 
didn’t get to us.  Thanks for doing what you do.”  (Many of you had her mother, 
Eleanor Ecklund, for your home ec classes.)
 
ARCHIE CAPLE ‘37 wrote in March,  “Just a short note, while I sit waiting for the 
next snow storm.  Then out with the shovel!   Enclosed is my check for my yearly 
dues--plus a little extra to help with the constant and ever mounting expenses.   
(MUCH APPRECIATED!   It was fun when I lived in the metro area “kind of near 
you,” and could drop off the paper and visit--taking in your “green thumb” work-
-wow!  Janet ) Archie continues, “Everything is fine in this part of the state--wife 
Jean and I are doing alright for a couple of elders--right now (March 2011) we’re 
pushing 65-1/2 years putting up with each other!  ++  I appreciate the Falls alum-
ni paper as it’s my contact for the Falls.   Don’t see many obits of class members 
of 1937--QUESTION:  ARE THERE ANY LEFT?     (I just read through a partial 

list...and there really aren’t lots but I think I have one who can help “us” out a 
little...we’ll see!  Janet)   Archie continues, “Still carrying on with the gardening-
-but continually cutting down with each passing year--apparently must be old 
age. About all for now, and will go out in the shop and get some work done--got 
a couple three projects going to keep me out of mischief!)
 
BETTY FULTON CHARLEBOIS  ‘39- “Have some sad news.  Art passed away 
on January 4th of congestive heart failure.  We had been married 61 years.  
Sure do miss him but know he’s out of the pain that plagued  him for so many 
years.”  Betty has a new address:  1301 - E. 7th Street - Apt. 203, Monticello, 
MN  55362.
 
SUE  MALMQUIST GRABLE ‘56 - E-mailed from Rio Rancho, NM in late Feb.  
-  “I really look forward to getting the alumni newspaper.  My father, Elmer 
Malmquist, graduated from FHS in 1934, and these days, his great-grandchil-
dren are in grade school in the Falls.  I started my short career in the mill as a 
mail girl through vocational education in 1955, later was a secretary in Engineer-
ing.  When I see the names of some of those long-time mill employees, my mind 
sorts out what department they worked in and in my memory I can still walk the 
route I walked through the mill every day to deliver the mail.  I am retired in New 
Mexico now, a widow, but still have plenty of activities to keep me busy.  (New 
e-mail:  suegrable@gmail.com)
 
SHARON AHO, CLASS OF ‘62 WRITES:  “I am enclosing an enlarged picture 
of my first grade class.  Miss Seeber was so nice!   I’m, as  usual, the tallest one 
in the class.  I’m standing to the left of Miss Seeber.  We all got a picture with all 
of our names on the back.  We did the stitching on the edgesl  (You can trim it 
to fit in the alumni paper, if you’d like.)  Thinking summer!   Sharon Aho, 29495 
Ivywood Terrace, Chisago City, NB  55913

MARIPAT HOLT ‘53 wrote, “In a recent paper you mentioned the Grimboldys 
moving to Lewiston, Idaho years ago.  I used to hear from Shirley and heard 
about her husband, son and daughter.  She was always a free spirit, very artsy 
and remained so.  “     (I USED TO HEAR FROM HER, TOO.  ANYONE HAP-
PEN TO HAVE A CURRENT ADDRESS?  Janet)
 
ANNABELLE AMUNDSON RAPP is now living at  421 Long Oak Road,  
Longview, Washington 98632, and sends her greetings.

       ~  FrOm THE mAil BAG ~

In Honor of MIKE KARPESH’s 80th Birthday:  Pam Karpesh  
In Memory of BRENDA VAN GUSE:  Joe Van Guse and Mary Lepper
In Memory of BRONKO NAGURSKI:  P. Gregory & Susan (Turry) Coyan
In Memory of CALVIN C. DAVIS:  Rolland (Butch) Davis
In Memory of CHARLES “CHARLIE” CASON:  Faye (Friberg) Barrett
In Memory of DARWIN LARSON:  Kenneth & Arleen Jaffe
In Memory of FRIEDOLPH “TOBY” THOMPSON:  Gordy & Kathy Dault
In Memory of GARY LEPPER:  Mary Lepper and Joe Van Guse
In Memory of HAZEL FOYT:  Mary Lepper and Joe Van Guse
In Memory of JOHANNA MOE:  Lee & Trudy Lepper
In Memory of KENNETH “BUTCH” SUTHERLAND:  Keith “Oscar” Sutherland
In Memory of LINDY LUNDEEN:  Tim Fairchild
In Memory of PHIL OLSON:  Walter Skoglund
In Memory of RONALD RISING:  Walter Skoglund
In Memory of ROXANN ROSELEE:  Darlene A. Johnson
In Memory of VERNON & BEULAH HILL:  Gary & Barbara Jo Graham
In Memory of VICTOR W. DAVIS:  Rolland “Butch” Davis

DOnATiOnS to the PurPlE PriDE FunD  - 
February, 2011 - june, 2011

J2M AppAREL CO.
(Formerly Northsite Screen Prints)
• Class & Family Reunion T-Shirts

• Custom Designs
• T-Shirt prices starting at $7 each for one-color prints. 
• Hats, sweatshirts and other apparel is also available.

Call or E-mail us for more information.  
phone: 218-285-7143   E-mail: infoat2mapparel.com

Website: www.LakeMapShirts       Jim Woods ~ Class of ‘69 

MARY CASANOVA, local long time successful writer, has just released her 25th 
book!  Its title is THE DAY DIRK YELLER CAME TO TOWN and it sounds like a 
“good read.”   She admits she is very much like the lead character.   A book sign-
ing was held in late May.  You can visit www.marycasanova.com,  buy the book 
at City Drug or search ‘Mary Casanova’ on Facebook.

Median age of population in state 37.4, average household was 2.48 people 
and 73 percent are home owners compared to 27 percent renters.
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50TH wEDDinG AnniVErSArY
 Nola and DUANE JACOBSON ‘49 celebrated their 50th wedding anni-
versary on March 3, 2011, in Yuma, Arizona.  Together, with the couple,  family 
members and friends enjoyed the evening of story telling, fond memories and a 
few photographs from the past.  Nola was born in Gresham, OR, in 1929 where 
she spent most of her childhood.  During World War II, Nola and her family 
relocated to Minidoka Internment Camp in Hunt, Idaho.  After the war, her family 
moved to Los Angeles to reestablish their lives.  
 Duane was born in 1931 in International Falls.  He attended Washington 
State University before transferring to the University of Washington.   Duane is a 
Korean War veteran, serving his time in the U.S. Army and currently a part of the 
American Legion Post 19 ceremonial team.  He retired from The Boeing Airplane 
Company in 1993.  After retirement, the couple has enjoyed being winter resi-
dents of Yuma, AZ.  They raised their  two children in Seattle,WA:  son Barry 
and daughter Nori.  
 (Greetings from the typist--you have been one of our most supportive 
alumni since the fi rst All Class Reunion and these years of publishing of this 
paper. You could easily write an interesting book about growing up here in the 
Falls--your memory amazes me!   Thanks for your support!   Janet)

 ~  lOOKinG BACK ~
SixTY YEArS AGO -  junE 27, 1951 and the headline read:

“RED” SCHULTHEIS pROVES AGE HAS NO LIMITATION IN BASEBALL
 Roman (seemingly  forever known as “Red”) Schultheis was written up in the 
June 27th, 1951 issue of the Daily Journal.  Here is that column.  “The Falls Man-
dos are a study in contrasts.  Yesterday Eddie Wichert was reported as being 
possibly the smallest pitcher the Falls has ever had.  Today’s subject is probably 
the youngest.  He is SIXTEEN going on SEVENTEEN, and rapidly becoming 
an outstanding pitcher despite his relative inexperience.  Red, who will be 17 in 
October, is well equipped physically to substantiate the promises made for him.
 He’s a husky lad tipping the scales at around 180 pounds and standing an 
even six feet tall.  To this he adds a strong competitive spirit.  He is always in 
shape and is one of those guys who excels in all forms of athletics.
 Red calls the Falls his home town now although he was born in Ashland, 
Wisconsin, where he won a basketball letter in his freshman year.   At Falls High, 
he is a senior having earned two basketball letters and one in football.  On the 
maple court he is a guard in basketball while he carries the ball for Gordy Pasch-
ka’s Broncos from left half.  (And a scar from playing in the PUMPKIN BOWL 
post season in 1951.)  He played third base on the HS and Legion teams back 
in Philips, Wis.  Red did his real pitching with the Falls Legion team last summer 
and won six straight before joining faster company with the Mandos.  Coach Walt 
Scheela expects big things of his red-headed prospect--provided the Marines 
don’t get him fi rst.
 P.S.  I, by total accident, was killing time at the library in mid-June with my one 
and only precious granddaughter and one of their employees had just seen this 
issue and made me a copy.  
 Because I scored and announced most of the Mando baseball games “back 
when,” I was VERY aware of this new young Mando player.   (Now 60+ years 
later I’m married to  Red--one of the best bakers/cooks in the Falls and we attend 
and watch games both here at home and down in North Carolina...with four high 
schools in Hendersonville and,  we have “senior passes,” you can’t imagine how 
many games we attend.  Nor how many concerts and plays we get to! Then, they 
have about the best library you could fi nd in a community that size--probably 5 
or 6 special programs every month...mid-afternoon or 7 p.m.  Speakers, LOTS of 
musical and drama events, travel fi lms that have been edited and are narrated.   
And two large, new churches to attend.  But I love to come home and would have 
no trouble adjusting.   JANET

Class of 1970 mini-reunion
 Six members of the class of 1970 gathered in Houston, Texas for a mini re-
union in January 2011 hosted by Richard and Eugenia Nagurski Jauma. Begin-
ning on a Friday afternoon the group enjoyed fun shopping, fabulous Mexican 
food and as much talking and reminiscing as a group can fi t into a weekend.
 Pictured are Lynn Corrin, Susan Savard, Ellen Wallen, Gretchen Haugland, 
Anne Walter and Eugenia Nagurski

Class of 1970 mini-reunion

Greetings...From Stanley Clewett
 I graduated from the U of M with a degree in civil engineering  in 1950 and 
was obligated to serve 3 years in the navy. After I was discharged in July, 1953, 
I started looking for a job. I was interviewed by Mando in Minneapolis and when 
asked if I had seen the plant I answered that I had seen and smelled the mill. 
He said that the odor problem was now much improved. My family had twice 
vacationed at Lake Kabetogama and Gloria and I were thrilled at the prospect 
of living in the Falls. The Plant Eng. Dept. was headed by Clem Kusnierek and 
other employees included Ray Nelson, John Mandelin, Warren Peterson, Fos-
ter McCormack,  Cecil Young, Jack Leaf, Bub Goodness, Jim Cummings, Paul 
Holenko, Manny Larson and Marian Bush. My fi rst assignment was to crawl 
under the Rainy River bridge to inspect the support structure. I worked with John 
Mandelin on structural revisions to the boilerhouse to accommodate a new and 
larger boiler. Rivets were used on that job and the iron workers were from Duluth. 
They spent much of their nights on other things than sleeping. One man heated 
rivets to red hot and the using tongs picked the rivet up and threw it 20 or 30 ft. 
up to a man who caught it in a tin cup. I never saw anyone miss catching it. High 
strength bolts were just coming out and though I worked in construction for 39 
years, I never again saw rivets being used.
 My next job involved purchasing a conveyor that fed logs to the barking 
drums. Much of the support structure was not heavy enough and plant mainte-
nance baled me out by reinforcing the structure. My biggest job was designing 
foundations for equipment and the building  housing a second hardboard manu-
facturing line. I was very surprised years later when visiting the Falls to fi nd a 
new building in its place housing a large paper machine.
 Gloria worked at the library for Marie Knutson and we lived on the third fl oor 
of the Keyes building just a half block from the Mill entrance. The Busy Bee 
tavern was on the fi rst fl oor and we often  went to sleep to very loud music like “ 
Buttons and Bows”.
  I played city league basketball with Gene Koerbitz and also fi shed with him. 
When my father died in 1955 I took a job with Northern States Power in Minne-
apolis. My brother was a freshman at the U and my mother moved to Minneapolis 
to live in an apartment with him. Over the years we visited the Falls many times. 
I fi nished my career as president of the construction arm of United Engineers & 
Constructors in Philadelphia. We have always admired the great community spirit 
and often recognize people we knew in the Alumni News. I am sending a contri-
bution separately to PO Box 933.   ~Stanley Clewett

Made a “donation” to this paper recently? 
Costs have risen!!! Need to change your address??

go online to www.fhsreunion.org
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Submitted by classmate Jess Hall ‘53
 March 20, Sunday Life Section in the Mpls. Star Tribune - “Seeing the North 
Woods from the air is therapy” by Curt Brown, featuring JOHN SMUDA, 76, FHS 
CLASS OF ‘53
  The calendar and songbirds might say “spring” but up here on the Canadian 
border, longtime pilot John Smuda tracks the seasons by the landing gear on his 
beloved 1954 Piper Super Cub.  “It’s skis to wheels then wheels to floats,” says 
Smuda, 76, “then back to wheels and then skis.”
  The three-way split isn’t evenly divided like a hockey game, mind you.  Smuda 
has logged 7,000 hours, mostly flying people who want to fish and hunt in 
Canada or in the forests of northern Minnesota.  He’s had summertime floats on 
the plane for lake landings for 3,400 of those flying hours, skis for another 3,000 
and wheels down for the short spans in between.
  “Winter’s over and the birds are chirping but it’s usually the later part of April 
or the first part of May before the ice is off the lakes,”  he says.  “So there’s two 
or three weeks there with the wheels on before I can put the floats on.”
  The son of Polish immigrants, Smuda spent his early years in Little Falls, the 
same childhood home as a more famous pilot, Charles Lindbergh.  Smuda’s 
family moved up to International Falls when he was 6. He’s been flying for  54 
years and just survived his 70th winter, one that included a low of -46 degrees 
one morning.
  It wasn’t all that bad--came and went,” he says.  “I remember 52 below once 
and the key is walking outside at a slow pace so the cold air in your lungs takes it 
easy.” 
  A friend once urged him to escape his frozen home and move to an airstrip 
in Missouri.  “I told him he’d have to make snow for the skis on my airplane.  I 
guess I just like the environment here, the berry picking, fishing, hunting, trap-
ping and wild ricing.”

SEEinG THE nOrTH wOODS FrOm 
THE Air iS THErAPY

        BACKuS COmmuniTY CEnTEr 
June 22 Community Market Starts –

Wednesdays: 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Through Sept. 24 in Backus/AB Parking Lot

July 21 - ROCK THE BORDER III  - 7:30 p.m..
August 4 - Soup Supper 4:30 - 7 p.m.   
Sponsored by Rob’s Janitorial Service

August 18-19 - “Harvey” Production at 7:30
August 25, 26, & 27 - Int’l. Falls Bass Tournament  Backus Arts and Crafts

August 27 - Folk Music Concert - 7 p.m.  Ten Musicians from  
Mallard Island  (Oberholtzer Foundation)

September 1 - Soup Supper - 4:30-7 p.m.   
Sponsored by Duty Free Americas

September 30 - BORDER CONCERT ASSOCIATION 7:30  
“Street Corner Sympathy” 

October 6 - Soup Supper - 4:30 - 7 p.m.   
Sponsored by Friends Against Abuse

lOOK FOr imPOrTAnT inFOrmATiOn
On YOur Alumni nEwS mAilinG lABEl!

If your label reads “PAY DATE?” or “NOT PAID,” this will be 
your final issue of The Alumni News. Re-subscribe with the 

coupon on the inside back cover of this newsletter.

        Want to view this JULY 2011 ALUMNI NEWSLETTER on line?  
Go to:  www.fhsreunion.org  at the top of the screen to apply 

for a membership for newsletter access.

If something is missing that you turned in, I apologize and really need to
have a picture of this desk to “explain it!”  ‘tis just crazy, Janet

inTErnATiOnAl FAllS ElKS lODGE #1599 
SCHOlArSHiP PrOGrAmS

 International Falls Elks Lodge #1599 benefits area students by participating in 
three scholarship programs each year.  Two of these programs are sponsored 
by the Elks National Foundation which awards more than $3.64 million a year in 
college scholarships.  This is second only to the U.S. government.  The first is the 
Most Valuable Student Scholarship Program which provides 500 four year schol-
arships, ranging from $1000 per year to $15,000 per year, for graduating high 
school seniors based on financial need, leadership, and academic excellence.  
All applications are judged at the local level first with winners being forwarded to 
the district level of competition.  North District applications are from Bemidji, Du-
luth, Eveleth, Hibbing, International Falls, Thief River Falls, and Virginia.  Twelve 
applications were forwarded to the state level for judging.  Two of the students 
were from International Falls.  Joseph Toninato received a $2000 state award.
  The second Scholarship program that our lodge participates in is the Legacy 
Award.  This program is open to any high school senior who is the child, step-
child, grandchild or step-grandchild of a living Elk in good standing who joined 
the order on or before April 1, 2009.  These applications are completed online 
and are judged by a selection committee appointed by the Elks National Board of 
Trustees and consists of professionals who are not connected with the Elks.  The 
Legacy Award is a $4000 scholarship.  Each winner receives $1000 per year for 
four years.  The state of Minnesota was allotted four Legacy Awards this year.  
Joseph Toninato from International Falls was one of those Legacy Award win-
ners. 
  The third program that International Falls Lodge #1599 participates in is our 
own lodge scholarships.  This year the lodge awarded a total of $4500 through 
the efforts of the Past Exalted Rulers, Mike Hines Memorial, Lady Elks, Recre-
ation Hockey, and Elks Lodge #1599.  On August 19th we will host our annual 
Corn and Brat Feed.  This is a fundraiser for our  local scholarships.  The public 
is welcome to attend.  For more information about scholarships or the Corn and 
Brat Fundraiser contact the lodge at 218-283-3440.

Zion Lutheran Centennial 
July 27-29, 2012   Mark your calendar!

HAPPY 65TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY TO SHIRLEY (THOMAS ‘42) and hus-
band Ray O’DELL out in Portland.   She’s retired from being the executive sec-
retary for the Oregon Independent Colleges Association.   She was going strong 
when the last FHS Directory came out 4 years ago and haven’t heard otherwise-
-yes, she is DAVID’S (‘53) sister and you must know he keeps this “newpaper” 
going...15 years and 61 issues now!

“It’s a granddaughter for JEFF ‘75 and Marge VEEDER--Elizabeth Marie, on May 
27, weighing in at 8 lb. 9 oz.  Her brother, Lucas, is now 20 months.  They are the 
children of  Jake ‘2003 and Amanda Veeder who reside in Monroe, Wis.       

SPORTSMEN’S SERVICE is celebrating 75 years in business.  It was started 
by Wayne Judy in 1936.  I believe he had been (and continued for a few years?) 
teaching Industrial Arts in either Backus or FHS or both.  The location  was 
near the present corner from its inception to 1946--when a larger building was 
constructed.  Warren and Tense Shuff purchased the business in the mid-
1960s. Tim  Shuff and his son, Aaron, are now part of a third-generation fam-
ily business.  As part of their 75th year in business they are offering a weekly 
give-away of a tackle  box each Monday.  They are open year round, seven 
days a week, and can be reached at 283-2411.  Congratulations--it was one of 
my favorite destinations after getting my first two-wheel bike in 1939!   In fact, a 
fisherman (likely from Illinois? ) had me hold a very big long fish (a jack?) and 
took my picture.   I have to admit in recent years I sent it to REMINISCE be-
cause it was cute...must have been my slightly “bowed legs,” eh?   Anyhow, they 
didn’t run it. 
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CLASS OF 1950 – RONALD LLOYD RISING  79– On February 4th, he sepa-
rated from this world and entered the kingdom of Heaven surrounded by love,  
prayer and peace.   He was the son of Grace (Glennie) and Forest Rising.    Ron 
entered the army and served in Germany from 1954-1956.  In 1960 he married 
Helen (Olynyk) from Ft. Frances—his wife and later, devoted caretaker.  Their 
51st wedding anniversary would  have been on  February 6th.  Ron worked 
for many years as a mechanic at Wherley Motors and then for 30 years as a 
custodian for ISD 361; then became the maintenance director until his retirement 
in 1992.  ++ Ron loved maintaining his cabin on Rainy Lake; was interested in 
solar power and helped cabin neighbors install theirs.  Over the years he en-
joyed watching his grandchildren play hockey and the birds in the feeder.   As 
the Parkinson’s progressed, he was always with his best buddy, “Buster,” his 
pug,  at his side.    Survivors in addition to his wife Helen, were his son Ron ‘81 
(Judy LeMoine ‘81), Coon Rapids and daughter Diana Balcom ‘78 (Gary ‘78), five 
grandchildren and his brother, Robert,  Mpls.  He was preceded in death by his 
parents and two sisters—Dona Rising Loveland and Mary Rising Higgins.  Ser-
vices were at First Lutheran Church, in the Falls, on March 5th.  Memorials are 
preferred to the Parkinson’s Association online or the charity of your choice.
(The service folder’s message was:  SMILE, LAUGH, DON’T WORRY, HUG 
SOMEONE, LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR, EXTEND YOUR HAND and FOLLOW 
JESUS.)

CLASS 0F 1948 – ROBERT C. MURRAY 81—Formerly of Duluth, passed away 
on February 13  at St. Joseph’s Assisted Living in Jupiter, FL.   He was the 
youngest child of the late Pat and Alice (Croasdale) Murray.  After finishing FHS, 
where he earned five athletic letters and was awarded the Mando Scholarship, 
he attended UMD.  He continued playing football—captained the 1951 team, se-
lected a member of the All-American FB team, was honored by the UMD Athletic 
Department as the “Top Scholar Athlete” and “Top Senior Athlete.  While presi-
dent of the M CLUB he founded UMD’s first scholarship for student athletes.  Af-
ter graduating, he served as president of the Alumni “M” Club and was president 
of the Blueline Club (Hockey) and was a strong supporter of Bulldog Athletics.  
Bob also gave much help to  the UMD Alumni Association—serving two terms 
as president and designing the Alumni Association float that won “Best of Show”  
at the 34th ANNUAL KBJR-TV Christmas Parade.  Bob was a member of the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Rosary, where he served on the financial council , 
was a member of the KC’s and where services were held  on Feb. 18.   He will 
be remembered always for his smiling face, integrity, compassion and service 
to others.   Survivors include his wife Virginia, three children—Mary (Jim) Kolar), 
Tequesta, FL, Robert, Jr, Duluth and Christine (Eric) Eidson, Stuart, FL.  There 
are also five grandchildren, three siblings—MAVIS Mater ‘38, IRIS (“Tootie”) 
McManus ‘43   and BILL ‘45, Coon Rapids--and their families.    Memorials  may 
be sent to the Falls Education Foundation or the UMD Athletic Scholarship Fund, 
1216 Ordean Court, 170 SPHC, Duluth, MN  55812.

MOTHER/GRANDMOTHER  OF GRADS - LOIS (KERR) MILETTE 88, went 
home to be with the Lord on March 14 at St. Mary’s Medical Center in Duluth.  
Lois was born in Ft. Frances to Charles and Violet Kerr--the 2nd youngest of 
their six children.  Her mother died when Lois was 5 and her loving grandmother 
lived with the family until she was 14.   Lois married Leonard Milette in 1941.  
She worked as a baker at Schultz’s Bakery and later for Super One Foods.   She 
enjoyed golf and curling.  She was preceded in death by her parents; husband 
Leonard in 1988; and five siblings.  Survivors include her children:   DON ‘62 
(Jill), Grand Rapids; ROBERT ‘65 (JOAN ‘70), IFalls; KENT ‘70 (SUSIE ‘71), and 
MICHELLE GEDNEY ‘73, Maple Grove.   There are eight grandchildren.  Servic-
es were at St. Thomas on March 19 with interment to be in the American Legion 
Cemetery come spring.  (This is typed in mid-April.)

CLASS OF 1955 - BRONKO KANE NAGURSKI 73,  passed away on March 
7, 2011, here “at home” in the Falls.   Born on Christmas Day, the first child of 
the late Bronko and Eileen (Kane) Nagurski, ‘32, his arrival was well covered in 
the Twin Cities paper--and I’m sure, elsewhere.   Bronko graduated from Notre 
Dame in 1959 and played seven years of pro football for the Hamilton Tiger Cats 
in the Canadian Football League--twice being selected for the CFL All Star team.   
He returned home to the Falls in 1969 and began a 30-year career in the paper 

industry--first with Boise Cascade, then working in the eastern and southern 
USA.  He and his wife of 49 years, Beverly, returned to the Falls to retire in 2004.   
He had guided on Rainy Lake in his younger years and enjoyed fishing and 
golf.   He served 14 years on the IF Fire Department and was also a member 
of the School Board and the Elks Club.   His many friends would be quick to tell 
you he enjoyed a cup of coffee and lively conversation.   Bronko was active at 
St. Thomas where  services were held on March 12.  He showed great stamina 
and courage battling separate bouts of cancer.  He  is survived by his wife, Bev, 
three daughters Cathy Johnston ‘80  (Jeff), Marnie Hughes ‘82  (Martin) and 
Karen Nagurski ‘85; and five grandchildren.  He also leaves five siblings:  Tony 
‘58, Ron ‘68 and Kevin ‘75  Nagurski, Janice Carlson ‘67  and Eugenia Jauma 
‘70 and their families.   Memorials may be sent to Gift of Life Transplant House, 
705 - 2nd St. SW, Rochester, MN  55902 or to St. Thomas School, 810 - 5th St., 
IF. 
 
CLASS OF 1968 - DIANA CARRIGAN RARDIN 61, died in Apache Junction, AZ 
on March 5--their ninth winter in a warmer climate.    She was born Nov. 1, 1949 
--the oldest of eight children,  on her grandfather’s farm in Blackduck.  She mar-
ried John Rardin on June 1, 1968 and moved to Motley where she has resided.  
She and John had two children--Monica and Chad and there are four grand-
children.  Diana is survived by her mother, Violet Carrigan and siblings Donna 
Nordrum ‘71, Debra Currier, Peggy Gordon, Kathy Skirten, Dennis Carrigan, 
Edward Carrigan and Dale Carrigan ‘81.  Diana had a large extended family who 
will really miss her--she had “a laugh no one could forget!’  Services were at the 
United Methodist Church in Staples, MN, on March 19.  (The family address is 
John Rardin,7612 - 120th St. SW, Motley, MN 56466).
 
CLASS OF 1957 - DAN R. pORTER 72, passed away on Feb. 26, two weeks 
before his 73rd birthday after a lengthy battle with liver disease.  In 1960, he 
married Sharon Pearson Stapert and they had two sons--Theodore and Michael-
-and later divorced.  In 1984, he met the love of his life, Gayla McKinsey, his 
companion of 27 years.  They raised two daughters--Robin and Charity.  Over 
the years, Dan worked several jobs throughout the country, retiring from Hen-
kel and McCoy, where he was known as “Digger Dan,” the best-of-the-best 
“back hoe” man.  He loved to hunt and fish here in the Falls area and well as 
from the Empire Docks on the Pacific.  He was a proud US Navy veteran and 
loved and respected by many who knew him.   In addition to those mentioned, 
he is survived by  brothers James ‘47 (Mardell ‘50) of Oroville, CA, and Patrick 
‘58 (Barbara) of IFalls plus six grandchildren, three great-grands and several 
nieces/nephews.  Dan was preceded in death by his parents Jess and Minnie 
Porter, son Theodore, daughter Robin, and four siblings Norma Bethke, Lorraine 
Shearer, Evelyn Torblaa and Thomas Porter.

FATHER OF GRADS AND GRANDPA OF “MORE” - GILBERT J. JOHNSON 
91 - He was born on February 25, 1920 in the township of Warrenton, MN.  He 
came at the age of 26 to work at Boise and spent 36 years as a machine tender 
on the #2 machine.   The year after his arrival he married Ann Richert of Fort 
Frances and they built their home on McIntyre Hill in South Falls.   Gilbert is 
survived by his wife of 63 years--Ann and four children:  Barbara (Butch) Spring-
steel ‘68, Spokane, WA, plus  Donna ‘75 (Quay ‘67) Whitbeck, Tammy Cassibo 
‘86 and a son, Dennis Johnson all of the Falls.   He was blessed with ten grand-
children, ten great grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.  Also a brother,  
Larry Johnson, IFalls; and a sister,  Dorothy (Dolly) Bergsteadt, AZ. Gilbert was 
preceded in death by a son, Fredrick Johnson on April 10, 1984 and six siblings.  
He was baptized in 1972 at St. Paul’s Lutheran at the same time as his twin 
grandchildren, Penny and Craig.  Gilbert shared his birthday with his great-
grandson Aiden Huggins; had a very special relationship with grandson Jason 
Whitbeck and was the best man in Jason and Leeann’s wedding.  Cremation will 
take place per Gilbert’s request.
 
ELWYN K. BOE  83, LONG TIME RESIDENT and KOOCHICHING COUNTY 
SOCIAL SERVICES DIRECTOR FROM 1969-1987, passed away on March 10 at 
the Littlefork Care Center.  Born in Remer, MN, served in the Navy from 1945-47, 
graduated from Concordia College, Moorhead in 1950 and with his Masters in 

 ~ FinAl FArEwEll  ~

continued on page 7
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social work from the U/MN in 1952.  He filled several positions in his field before 
becoming  Koochichig County Social Services Director in 1969, a position he 
held 18 years until retirement.   He continued to be extremely involved with work-
related organizations at the local level and state level as well as volunteering 
ranging from American Red Cross at various levels, Koochiching-Itasca groups 
on aging, No. Central Food Banks, and at his church--Zion Lutheran.  When the 
local CROPS PROGRAM lost its driver and truck, Elwyn purchased a truck and 
spent long days driving to get food so local people could have food at reason-
able costs (or free).  In 1996 he received the “SUCCESS OVER SIXTY AWARD” 
for Volunteerism  presented in Duluth.  He enjoyed the outdoors and won the 
prestigious Kiwanis Rock Hopper Award two years in a row for the most wrecked 
props.  Survivors include his wife of 64 years, Betty, sons Darrell (Angel) and 
Mark (Patty Ross), of the Falls; Sheldon, Helena, MT, and daughters  Diane Boe 
and Judy Bradley, IFalls, and Cheryl (Brad)  Morrison, Gillette, WY.  His nine 
grandchildren were very precious.  A celebration of Life Service was held March 
18 at Zion Lutheran.  Memoriam donations are preferred to the IF Food Shelf, 
the American Red Cross, Zion Lutheran or the donor’s choice.

CLASS OF 1948 - MARGARET V. THOMpSON CLINE 79. Port Charlotte, FL, 
passed away November 6, 2010, after a long battle with cancer.  She was born  
December 4, 1930 in International Falls to Ben and Gena Thompson.   She 
graduated from FHS in 1948.  After graduation, Margaret worked at the First 
Natonal Bank in the Falls.  She married Morris Cline and ran Island View Lodge 
until 1968 when they moved to Long Key, Florida.  They had two daughters--
Cynthia Reynolds, of Sunbury, OH, who survives, and Lynn Carter, who died in 
2008.  Her husband, Morris, passed away in 1977.  Margaret was also preceded 
in death by  her parents, brothers Milton ‘39,  Lynn (Bud), and James and her 
sisters Mavis Sartain ‘ 41, and Eileen Stubee.     Margaret is survived by four 
sisters: Dorothy Brown ‘36 of Fountain Hills, AZ, Betty Wenberg ‘43, IF,  Shirley 
Vaux ‘51, Eden Prairie, MN and Janet Amidon ‘54, Surprise, AZ; her stepdaugh-
ter Morleen  and three grandchildren along with many nieces and nephews.  A 
memorial service was held in Port Charlotte, FL, on November 13.  (If you wish 
to honor Margaret is some small way, the family asks that a tax deductible dona-
tion be made in her honor to Freedom Bible Church, 500 Sable St., Port Char-
lotte, FL  33954)
 
LONG TIME RESIDENT and MOTHER OF A 1960 GRAD -- GERTRUDE 
JONES, passed away March 1, 2011.  At her request, no funeral or memorial 
service was held.  She is survived by her daughter, Karen Klopfenstein ‘60, her 
grandson James Rockstad, and her poodle, Jasmine (Jaz).
 
LUCILLE MAGNER 80, MOTHER OF FIVE GRADS and probably some of her 
17 grandchildren and 21 great-grandchildren were  products of FHS, too, passed 
away March 12 at the Falls Good Samaritan Center.  She was born in New-
folden, MN, and enjoyed playing cards, traveling and her getaways to Fortune 
Bay.    She was preceded in death by her parents and her step-father, her hus-
band Gaylord, a daughter and granddaughter.  Her FHS graduate children  were 
Gaylyn ‘67, Sauk Rapids; Barbara Chernugal ‘69, Hibbing;   Dan ‘70, IFalls; Greg 
‘73, McGregor; and Sue (Konrad Sobkowicz) Magner, Ft. Frances.   Lucille also 
had 17 grandchildren and 21 great-grandchildren.

CLASS OF 1959 -- DARRELL D. pETERSON 69, was born in Littlefork on June 
7, 1941, and passed away there on January 28, 2011 at the Littlefork Care Cen-
ter.  He grew up in Sturgeon River, outside of Big Falls, and in International Falls.  
Following graduation from FHS, he attended Concordia College, Moorhead, 
graduating in 1963.  He taught history for four years in southern Minnesota, 
North Dakota, and Oregon.  In 1970, on Halloween, he  married Judith Rossi in 
Kasson, MN.   Darrell began working in the chem lab for Boise in 1973--retiring 
in 2004 with 31 years of service.  Hobbies?  You’ve heard them before:  hunt-
ing, fishing, gardening and growing corn.  Plus being at the hunting shack and at 
Bliss’s Resort on Bad Vermillion Lake in Mine Centre, Ontario.   He very much 
enjoyed his nieces and nephews athletic events, was a member of the National 
Rifle Association and a past member of the Moose.  ++  Darrell was preceded 
in death by his parents--Harold and Anna Peterson;  brother Phillip; sister-in-law 

Jean and two infant sisters.   Survivors include his wife Judith, nephew Blake 
and his nieces--Janice Carlson, Nancy Peterson and Erin and Alexis Ruegg,  
Also extended family and special friends Bonnie and Dave Erickson, Pete 
Bovold, and Becky and Brian Roslee.   A memorial service was held at Green-
Larsen Mortuary on February 1.  Memorials preferred to the Littlefork Care 
Center or the Rainy Lake Medical Center Chemotherapy Dept.

CLASS OF  1946 - LAURA RUTH SWENEY 82, was born August 26, 1928 to 
Harry and Zelda Sweney in Prairie City, IL.    She died March 28, 2011 at Re-
gions Hospital in St. Paul where she lived most of her adult life.   During her 
childhood the Sweney family lived in many states including NJ, NM, and ND.  
Finally, the family settled down in Ranier, by the shores of Rainy Lake.  After 
graduating  from FHS, Laura attended college--receiving both a bachelor of sci-
ence and master of science degree.  Laura also studied at Woods Hole Marine 
Institute in Connecticut.  Her working years were spent at the U/MN-St. Paul 
Campus as a scientific researcher  and her final stop before retirement was for 
the City of St. Paul.  Her family and friends described her being an avid reader, 
having an inquiring mind, loving nature, fishing, photography, gardening, geneal-
ogy, politics, visiting museums, libraries and both the MN and Como Zoos.  ++  
Laura was obviously a special sister, a wonderful aunt, and a friend to many.   
She enjoyed some sporting events but not all--and had one brother-in-law, in 
particular, who she apparently liked to wager with when the Vikings played.   
She was preceded in death by her parents, siblings Wayne,(and his wife Dona),  
Ronald, Leon, Wilfred ‘50, Clyde ‘56, Margaret (Clarence) Aasen and Doris ‘49 
(Kenneth) Johnson.   Surviving are one brother John ‘43 in Ranier, and three 
sister-in-laws:  Hazel (Ronald), IF, Virginia (Leon) Christenson ‘52,  Hoyt Lakes, 
and Betty (Clyde)  (New York).

CLASS OF 1943 - JOHN (JOHNNY) L’HEUREUX, SR. 87, passed away peace-
fully March 25 at the Villa Health Care Center, Mora, MN.   He was born in Hot 
Springs, SD, to Edward L’Heureux and Nora (Lynch L’heureux) Bendish.  They 
moved to the Falls when he was a young child and the family of six children were 
raised here.  John proudly served as a US Navy tail gunner in the Pacific The-
ater during WW II.  He was active in the VFW and a member of the Post’s Color 
Guard.  One of his proudest moments was marching in the 4th of July Parade in 
1974--part of the Color Guard with his father, two uncles--George and Joseph 
L’Heureux and his eldest son, Terrance ‘67.   John worked for Mando and Boise 
for over 40 years as a tin smith, a fireman and a union representative  He and 
Henry Haugland ‘43 designed the first iron horse logo displayed at the Bronco 
Ice Arena.  John was an avid sports fan; loved to play softball and was known for 
his speed.  He was a faithful Bronco fan and helped coach various youth hockey 
teams.  He was preceded in death by his siblings Henry, Elizabeth,  and Ann ‘44 
and two sons, Terrance ‘67 and Michael ‘69.  Survivors include his wife Agnes, 
children Patti McCabe ‘70, Ruth McLaurin ‘80, Richard ‘71 and Jack.   Also his 
brothers William ‘51 and James ‘60 plus nieces and nephews, 14 grandchildren 
and 15 great-grandchildren.  Funeral mass was at St. Thomas Catholic Church 
on March 31 with interment at  St. Thomas Cemetery with full military rites.
 
MOTHER OF FIVE GRADS and wife of a long time Falls teacher:  BETTY 
HERZIG 77, died on April 5 after a courageous battle with Huntington’s Disease.   
Betty was born in Mpls. in 1933 and moved with her parents and two brothers 
to Renville as an 8th grader--graduating there.  She took her nurses’ training at 
Macalester and the Sister Kenny Institute--where she worked with many polio 
patients.  She married Manny Herzig and moved to St. Cloud for a brief time be-
fore the newlyweds arrived in the Falls where Manny taught fifth grade.  For the 
next 30 years, Betty worked as a nurse at the Care Center, the Littlefork Nursing 
Home and the Falls Memorial Hospital.  During those 30 years, she was also a 
busy mother raising five children.   She retired from nursing in 1987.  In retire-
ment she enjoyed boating on Rainy Lake and wintering on Anna Marie Island, 
FL.   She had a “green thumb”---be it flowers or her vegetable garden.  Survivors 
include her five children:  LORI PRIEGNITZ ‘74 (Jim), Boulder Junction, WI; LIN-
DA JONES ‘77 (Gary), Chilton, WI; DIANE ROSSINI ‘78 (Tony), Roseville, MN; 
GREG ‘81 (Brenda) , Hermantown; and TOM ‘81 (JILL BARTKOWSKI ‘85) and 
15 grandchildren.  Services were held at St. Thomas on April 9 with Interment at 

 ~ FinAl FArEwEll cont’d  ~
Final Farewell Continued from Page 6

Final Farewell continued on page 11
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“Keep In Touch”: Welcome International Falls High School grads and all. 
Click “Like”, share some of your thoughts and 

pictures and connect with other grads.

Check out our Facebook page at http://fbnews.fhsreunion.us

BOxTOPS FOr EDuCATiOn
SAVE, SAVE, SAVE those coupons, and while some 

Betty Crocker items carry the BoxTop logo, there are 
TOnS more products that do too, and the “small label off 
of Campbell’s Soups/etc.: Obviously, here in the Falls all 
of you should know wHErE they go-- but there is hardly 
a school in the uSA who doesn’t save both. we are talk-
ing HuGE SumS OF mOnEY just waiting to be collected! 
There are virtually nO ElEmEnTArY SCHOOlS in THiS 

COunTrY who are not collecting!!

In the summer of 1892, an old cruiser by the name of Jack Davis discovered 
gold-bearing quartz on a little island at the mouth of Black Bay.  He secured title 
to the island from the government and in 1893 a company was formed at Duluth 
known as “The Bevere Gold Mining and Milling Company.  This company started 
operations in the early spring of 1894 on the west point of the island where the 
vein appeared to be most prominent.   It soon became apparent that the mining 
could not be done from the surface.  A shaft was therefore sunk in the island’s 
center from which location the mining operations were begun.  The property was 
called the “Little American Mine.”

 In the winter of 1893-94, a townsite was platted at the mouth of Black Bay on 
lots 4 and 5 of section 34 and named Rainy Lake City.  The town grew rapidly 
under the impetus of a great influx of miners, prospectors, merchants, gamblers, 
and other elements in search of adventure and the promise of wealth.   By early 
summer  the population of Rainy Lake City was nearly 400.  In the latter part of 
1894 the village of Rainy Lake City was formally incorporated.   At that time it 
consisted of four stores, five saloons, one newspaper, three hotels or boarding 
houses, and one bank.  The newspaper was the Rainy Lake HERALD, its owner 
and publisher, Fred J. Bowman.   The HERALD was later transferred to Koochi-
ching (now International Falls) and finally to Fort Frances where it was published 
by J. A. Osborn as the FORT FRANCES TIMES.

 In the first year of its existence a school was organized and lodged in a small 
cottage on the bank of Black Bay.  The first teacher was one George Griswold.  
This first schoolhouse in Koochiching County was later moved to International 
Falls and became the property of Frank Lang.

 To extract the gold from the quartz mined at the ‘Little American,” a stamp 
mill was built in Rainy Lake City.  Due however to the heavy content of other 
minerals in the gold-bearing quartz, it was soon discovered that only about half 
the gold could be extracted in view of the limited facilities available at the time.  
As the mine failed to operate profitably it was discontinued after a period of two 
years and the operators leased the properties to a number of farmers, bankers 
and capitalists from Iowa known as the Lyle Mining Company.  In addition this 
concern purchased forty acres of land on Dry Weed Island.  After a stamp mill 
had been constructed and operations begun it was found that the quartz in the 
latter location was not gold bearing.  The Lyle Company abandoned its efforts 
and the mill and machinery were later sold to Olive  Mining Company and moved 
to the LaSeine River in Canada.

 Among the colorful characters from all parts of the country who were lured to 
Rainy Lake City by the promise of this potential El Dorado were such adventur-
ers as “Boston” O’Brien, Jim Corrigan, “Patty the Bird,” and Jim Turner.--  (Jim 
Turney was the handiest man with a gun I have ever seen.)   He always carried a 
big .45 in his belt.   I recall one incident in particular which occurred in a butcher 
shop in Rainy Lake City.  The butcher had hung a quantity of bologna and sum-
mer sausage from the ceiling, tied with strings.  Turner entered the shop and 
expressed a desire to buy a portio of the display.  The butcher told him the price.  
Apparently Turney didn’t approve the price but said he would have some sau-
sage anyway.  He immediately proceeded to shoot of the strings, dropping the 
sausages on the counter before the eyes off the amazed butcher.

 Another incident involving Turner is also memorable.  “Patty the Bird” was a 
village barfly whose daily objective was to acquire sufficient means to momen-
tarily satsify an ever-present and overpowering thirst.  It was his custom when 
fortune favored and buy a bottle of whiskey in one of the saloons and then step 
outside where he might savor the spirits with uninterrupted enjoyment.  On one 
occasion he had just emerged from a saloon and lifted his bottle to his mouth 
when in the midst of his libation a shot rang out.  Simultaneously the crash of 
heavy glass was heard.  The bottle neck caroomed off the startled Patty’s chin 
and for a bare instant he stood transfixed as he watched a tiny rivulet of whiskey 
disappear at his feet.  Reaction was swift however as he dropped prone on the 
ground and shouted vociferously that he had been killed!   A few yards away 
stood Jim Turner, gun smoking, an impish grin on his face.  It is not recorded 
whether Patty took offense at this rather grim practical joke but it is  probable  
that he found it expedient to confine his emotions to sorrow over the loss of his 
prize.

Among the Old Timers who were instrumental in opening this area to further 
settlement were L. A. Ogaard, the first government surveyor who platted the 
village of Koochiching,  Eric Franson laid out an addition named after him and 

known as Holler, MN.  George Holler secured title to “Holler’s Addition” which 
has been  homesteaded originally by Neil McLean.    Alexander Baker was the 
first settler in what is now International Falls.  Baker’s homestead was later sold 
by him to a group of capitalists headed by Judge C. J. Rockwood.  The village of 
Koochiching was organized August 10, 1901 on this tract.  First officers of the  
village were John Berg, L. A. Ogaard, T. H. Kinshella, and C. S. Jameson.  
There were 176 votes cast at the time of the organization of the Falls.  In 1906, 
E. W. Backus who had acquired title to the village of Koochiching, began con-
struction of a dam across Rainy  River.  Towers were constructed on  each side 
of the river at International Falls and Fort Frances.  A steel cable between these 
two towers carried the materials used in the construction of a second dam and 
also the original dam.

 Some of the first settlers in Koochiching were Timothy Harrington who owned 
a store on First Avenue East,  P. A. Jameson & Sons had a store on Second  
Avenue East, W. Mertens was the proprietor of the first hardware store.   Joe 
Enod, Tom Kinshella, L. A. Ogaard, William Paulman and J. H. Hurlburt were 
among the first settlers.  The village of Ericsburg was originally homesteaded by 
D. J. Glendening.   Land in what is now the Carson-Lupie addition was home-
steaded by L. A. Ogaaard who was the first school teacher in International Falls.  
The school was started in a small log cabin approximately on the site of the 
water tower.  The first classes were attended by six students.  Boxes were used 
as furniture as no desks were available.

 Transportation facilities of the time are also interesting.  The nearest railroad 
point was Tower, Minnesota, 100 miles SE of Rainy Lake City.  During the winter 
the transportation route lay across Lake Vermillion to “Wake ‘Em-Up Bay, a 
“Seven-mile portage to Elbow River, down Elbow River to Pelican Lake, now Orr;  
thence across Black Duck Lake and Ash River to Randolph stopping place on 
Blind Ash, across Lake Kabetogama, past Neshota Point, across Black Bay  
Portage, now Gold Portage, to Rainy Lake City.  Later a different route was  
followed.

 Starting from Tower it ran north to Vermillion Dam, crossed a portage to 
Crane Lake, across Crane and Sand Point Lakes into Johnson and Spring 
Lakes, thence across Namakan Lake to Moose River at which point a connec-
tion was made with the old Randolph stopping place on Blind Ash.   The mode 
of travel was by dog team in the winter and by birch bark canoe during that por-
tion of the year when water travel became possible.  Summer travel was exten-
sive due to the large number of prospectors in the area who were constantly 
engaged in the seach for gold.  Many of northern Ontario’s gold producing areas 
were discovered and their exploitation began during this period.

**This article was dictated to Kathleen M. Watson, graduate of the Class of 
1936  and Clerk of Probate Court by Deputy Private Judge Berg.,

rAinY lAKE CiTY **
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Remember the Elks’ Lodge when 
planning your Reunion

The Elks Lodge
215 3rd St., Int’l Falls, MN •218-283-3440

*Must be an Elks Member or Sponsored by a Member to rent Hall.

• We can accommodate up to 200 guests
• Full Bar • Handicap Accessible
• Fully Equipped Kitchen

Call today for more information

After graduating from FHS in 1972, SUSAN ALSTROM, attended Bemidji State 
University, graduating in 1976 Cum Laude with a degree in Physical Education 
and a minor in Biology.  During her four years she was a three-sport athlete com-
peting in basketball, track & field and field hockey.

 On the basketball court, Alstrom was a team captain and named to the all-
conference team in 1974 and 1975.  Her senior year they were the conference 
champions!   Susan was the state champion in the indoor and outdoor shot put in 
1973 and 1974.   Those two years plus 1975, she was the state discus champion.  
Also in 1974, she participated, for the first time and won the state javelin title!

 In field hockey, Susan was a three-year all-conference selection as her team 
won the state and conference titles all four years she played.  The 1975 field 
hockey team played in the first National Championship and she was then asked 
to try out for the National Team.

 Following her career at Bemidi State, Susan held the position of President of 
the MN State Girls Association, coached volleyball, softball and track for Buf-
falo Lake-Hector HS, was inducted into the BSU and Volleyball Coaches Hall of 
Fame, named one of Bemidji State’s Top 30 Athletes; and has run 17 marathons. 

 She has taught at Buffalo Lake-Hector HS since 1976.  Beyond coaching and 
teaching, which she obviously loved, she has traveled to all seven continents 
with treks including, climbing two of the seven summits of Mount Kilimanjaro and 
Aconcaguu, scuba diving on the Great Barrier Reef and taught phy ed in Africa...
just to name a few.

BACKuS COmmuniTY CEnTEr          
 Backus Community Center and the University of Minnesota Extension Service 
are pleased to announce an Otto Bremer Foundation grant award of $109,857 in 
support of Koochiching County After-school Enrichment Programs. Jan Der-
dowski, 4-H Regional Extension Educator and Ward Merrill, Executive Director 
of Citizens for Backus/AB stated that grant funds will be used for both continued 
and expanded after-school programming throughout the County during the next 
year. 
 Funds will be used to support 4-H programming in Littlefork, Northome, Indus 
and International Falls. Minnesota 4-H programs provide “learn by doing” youth 
programs and activities that develop essential transferrable skills that youth will 
use throughout their lives such as problem solving, decision making, coping, 
communicating and responding to the needs of others.
 Backus funding will be used in support of the Backus Kids Club, Summer 
Food Service Program, Summer Arts Week, All School Music Workshop and the 
Borderland Musical Showcase. In addition two new programs will be developed: 
After-school Art and an Open Gym Program. 4-H and Backus will also develop a 
collaborative plan for evaluating the countywide after-school programs.
 The Otto Bremer Foundation previously supported a three-year grant for 
county after-school programs and provided major support for the Backus Kitchen 
Project and the Roof Renovation Project.

SuSAn AlSTrOm FHS ‘72 GrAD
2010 inDuCTEE TO THE  nSiC HAll OF FAmE 

Labeled: Boise Mill Alumni Ad
Ad2hd/ Advertisements/ Boise/Mill At The Falls
Runs "2011":
/Jeanie
ad rep approval ___________ (please initial)

_______ PDF Needed 
___________ PDF in Folder

The book 
“The Mill at the Falls” 

is the perfect gift for your friends and family.

This rich in history 
& photos collection 

is available at the
Koochiching County

Historical and 
Bronko Nagurski

Museum
214 6th Ave., 

International Falls, MN
(218) 283-4316

The Mill at the Falls

100 YEARS OF PAPERMAKING ON THE BORDER

G
ER

All proceeds benefit the
Koochiching County Historical

Society courtesy of Boise Paper.
$21.32 incl. tax + $3.00 
for shipping & delivery.

Published in June 2010

Maybe you worked 

summers at the mill or a

family member did?

CORRECTION: 
“On page 21 of the February 2011 issue was a Very Incorrect Statement - 

a former neighbor and friend of 
John Klow ‘43 referred to him as deceased.  He isn’t!”

BACKuS COmmuniTY CEnTEr
A fundraising campaign  is underway at Backus Community Center to raise 

funds for new tables and chairs for the dining room. Raffle tickets are available 
at the Backus office and from Backus board members.

Tickets are $ 50.00 each and  ONLY 400 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD !!

1st Prize  . . . . . $ 3000.00
2nd Prize . . . . . $ 2000.00

3rd & 4th Prizes . . . .  $ 500.00 each

The drawing will be at the September 1st Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. at Backus. 
Call Backus Community Center, 218-285-7225 for more information.

Tickets are printed courtesy Jordan J. Pearson, Permit # 32613.

if any of you ‘62 friends are coming to the 
Falls for a visit PlEASE lET uS KnOw!!
We are always ready to have a get together for coffee,  

lunch or dinner somewhere.
Jeannine Nelson - 218-286-3558 or jnelson27@frontier.net

Janet Schulz - 218-283-3154 or fallsnordy@charter.net
Iverne Kuryla - 218-283-926 or 217-283-8643
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 On a beautiful  Sunday in September 
2010,  the four Pleimling sisters board-
ed a plane bound for Europe.  Main 
destination--Luxembourg--home of their 
grandparents before they immigrated to 
International Falls in the early 1900’s.
 “We landed in Amsterdam early 
Monday morning, too early to check in 
at the hotel, so we wandered around the 
city on our own little tour.  Finally it was 
time to check into the hotel.  We took 
a much needed sleep for a few  hours 
and then went out for dinner.  I had one 
of the best salmon meals.  It must be 
that cold North Atlantic waters.
The next day was rainy and damp.  
We explored Amsterdam on our own 
for a while--took a bus tour of the city, 
stopped at a diamond factory, went 
to the VanGogh museum, went on an 
evening canal tour and back to the hotel 
for needed sleep.
 The next  morning we jumped and I 
mean jumped, on a train headed for the 
city of Bruge in Belgium.  What a delight-
ful medieval city.  The buildings are in 
their original state and kept that way-- the 
cobblestone streets, the churches and museums and hundreds of little shops 
selling lace and candy.  A real mecca for tourists and chocolate addicts.  A day 
and a half in Bruge and then off to Luxenbourg.
 The excitement is building up.  We are anxious to get there, but fi rst the 
four-hour train ride.  The day was Friday so the train was crowded with students 
going home for the weekend.  We had some pleasant conversations with a few 
of them and not so pleasant looks from other passengers because of all our lug-
gage.  Back packs are preferred.
 We arrive in Luxenbourg City is the late afternoon.  Our hotel is located on 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Boulevard--a grand old hotel that must have been the 
place to stay in the forties and fi fties.  
 There are many pictures of  American generals and rooms are  named after 
them. We spend the next day exploring the city.  We talk to our dad’s cousin--
Theo Pleimling--on the phone and make plans to visit him and his wife, Julie, 
the next day.  They live in a small village, Sleinsel, about eight kilometers from 
Luxenbourg City.  All of the Pleimling’s related to us were from that village. Be-
fore we go to Theo’s, we visit the huge American cemetery where Gen. Patton is 
buried along with over 8,000 of his men--the American G.I.  Very touching to see 
rows and rows of white crosses.  ‘There are around thirty American cemeteries 
in Belgium, Holland and Luxembourg.
 We arrive at Theo’s and immmediately feel this special bond with him and 
Julie.  

 From their house we can see 
the  house where our grandpar-
ents were buried.  We fi nd out 
Theo is quite the artist.  He took 
up painting after he retired and 
has many beautiful pictures in 
his house.  We visit for hours 
and when we say good-bye amid 
many hugs and tears, we are so 
glad we had this visit.
 The next leg of our journey is to 
visit Bastogne, Belgium, and the 
war memorial commemorating 
the “Battle of the Bulge” where 
so many Americans lost their 
lives in a few short weeks.  The 
museum itself is very education-
al.  All the states of our United 
States are displayed and the 
large inside walls have testimoni-
als engraved in the stone giving 
thanks and praising the Ameri-

can soldiers who fought and gave 
their lives to liberate the Belgium 
people.  A very somber and proud 
exerience.
 We leave Belgium and re-enter 

Luxembourg to tour their lovely countryside.  We are in a rented SUV--very nice 
but the GPS is in German and so is the instruction manual.  We see quite a few 
smaller memorials in villages along the way; American army tanks, statues of 
Patton, and others--a reminder of liberation.
 We are on our way to Vianden to see the castle that is being restored and re-
furbished to its original splendor.  Just before we enter the village there is a pull-
off area to park and a memorial dedication to an American paratrooper group 
that liberated their village, the last village in Luxembourg to be liberated.  All of 
the memorials we have seen through Belgium and Luxembourg paying tribute to 
the American soldiers, make us feel very proud.
 We fi nished our tour of Luxembourg and drove into Germany.   The next day 
was my day.  I was going to see the two sisters I had lived with for eight months 
in Frankfurt, Germany in 1960.  It had been just two months short of fi fty years 
since we had seen each other or even talked to one another. It might not have 
been possible without the Internet.  After getting lost for  two hours and then 
reuniting in a parking lot in a small German village; the emotional impact was 
so  heartfelt.  The last 50 years evaporated.  There were tears and hugs and 
huge smiles all around.  We were able to have a few hours together.  I thank my 
sisters for giving me that day.  
 The next day we fl ew back home.  We did a lot in ten days and had a great 
trip.  If I ever go back again, I will spend more time visiting with family and 
friends.   That was the highlight of the journey for me!   ~Laurie

PlEimlinG SiSTErS TrAVEl TO EurOPE

THE FOUR PLEIMING SISTERS TAKEN IN FRONT OF A WORLD WAR I  
ARMY TANK IN BASTOGNE,  BELGIUM.  

Left to right:  LAURIE SKIFSTROM ‘58, HELEN TRICKEY ‘67, 
LINDA JOHNSON ‘62 and SHELLEY MCCLOUD ‘71

•A penny saved is a government oversight.
•The older you get, the tougher it is to lose weight, 

because by then your body and your fat have gotten 
to be really good friends. 

•The easiest way to fi nd something lost around the 
house is to buy a replacement.

•He who hesitates is probably right.
• Did you ever notice: The roman numerals for 

“Forty” (40) are XL?
• If you can smile when things go wrong, you have 

someone in mind to blame.
• The sole purpose of a child’s middle name is so he 

can tell when he is in real trouble.
• Did you ever notice: when you put the 2 words: 

‘The’ and  ‘IRS’ together it spells ‘Theirs...’
• Aging: Eventually you will reach a point when to 

stop lying about your age and start bragging about it.
• Some people try to turn back their odometers. 

Not me, I want people to know ‘Why’ I look this way. 
I’ve traveled a long way and some of the 

roads weren’t paved.

• When you are dissatisfi ed and would like to go 
back to your youth, think of algebra.

• One of the many things no one tells you about 
aging is that it is such a nice change from being 

young. Ah, being young is beautiful, but being old is 
comfortable.

• Lord, keep your arm around my shoulder and your 
hand over my mouth. ...Amen

(Shared by Michaele Lucca, wife of David ‘61.)

Gentle Thoughts for Today
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Forest Hill Cemetery.    The family would like memorials in Betty’s name sent to 
the Good Samaritan Society, Salvation Army or St. Thomas Aquinas Church.

CLASS OF 1986 -  CORDAY “COREY” WILCOX 43 died at his home on Janu-
ary 3, 2011.    Corey was born in IFalls on December 14, 1967.  His schooling 
was at St. Thomas and finishing at Falls HS in 1986.   Following graduation, he 
went to work for Jesperson Construction and most recently,  was employed at 
Giovanni’s.   His hobbies included golfing, hunting and fishing with his sons, 
watching sports, spending time at the hunting shack and being on Rainy Lake.  
In 1996 and 1997, Corey was an Exalted Ruler at the Elks Club.   He was 
preceded in death by his grandparents:  Rube and Bernice Julien and Magnus 
and Betty Carlson as well as aunts Susan Karlsson and Agnes McIntyre, and 
cousin Paul Shoquist.   Survivors are his parents, Van ‘61 and Karin Wilcox 65, 
the Falls; two sons Gannon and Alec Wilcox; sister Dawn (Bill) Imhof, Littlefork;  
brothers Kale’89 (Dana) Wilcox of Thompson, ND; and Kirby’85 Wilcox, the 
Falls; two nieces, two nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins,  the many friends who 
were part of his life and special friend Traci Turner and her family.  A memorial 
services was held January 6 at Green-Larsen Mortuary.  Memorials are pre-
ferred to St. Thomas Catholic School.

FORMER STUDENT-MOST LIKELY A GRADUATE IN CALIFORNIA IN THE 
YEAR 1964-GARY HEDLUND, SON OF Jack and THELMA (KLEPPE) HED-
LUND-KULLBURG ‘46, PASSED AWAY MARCH 18, 2011.   Gary was born in 
California and moved to the Falls (his mother’s home) as a young child and  
the family left when he was 15--graduating back in Calif.  He served one Army 
enlistment  in Vietnam.  He and Linda (Dobbins) celebrated their 41st wedding 
anniversary in March.   They lived in three Oregon cities--Aloha, Banks and 
Forest Grove--from 1971 until he passed away on March 18, 2011.  Gary was a 
truck driver for Montgomery Wards, Tri-State Construction and Westside Rock 
Products until he retired at the age of 62.  The family were campers and enjoyed 
fishing.  Gary is survived by his mother, Thelma ‘46, Forest Grove, Oregon, two 
sons and their families, two siblings--brother Neal and wife Susie of St. Helens, 
OR, and sister Toni and husband Mel Beattie of North Plains, OR.  Services 
were at the Ruiten, Rose and Hoyt Funeral Home, Forest Grove.  (It is possible 
classmates of Thelma (Kleppe) ‘46 can reach her at 300 SW 7th Avenue,  Unit 
#906, Battle Ground, WA 98604-8438--the most recent address we have.)

LONG-TIME TEACHER - ELIZABETH (BETTY) BENDER  BOQUIST 87, died at 
the Northome Healthcare Center on April 4.    Services were held on April 9 at 
the Hope Free Lutheran Church in Northhome with burial at the Mizpah Cem-
etery.   She worked very hard helping her parents establish and oerate Bender’s 
Fishing Camp on Island Lake.  On January 8, 1949, she eloped to Duluth with 
Alfred Melvin Boquist.  She taught in the Falls, Blackduck and Mizpah until 1953 
when they moved to the Falls where they raised their three sons--Jerry (Sherry) 
‘69, Terry (Terri) ‘73 and Ronald (Karen)  ‘82.   They also had a foreign exchange 
student from Iceland, Elmer Thordarson, with them in 1968-69.   Betty obtained 
her master’s degree and taught in the Falls until 1980.    Some years after Betty 
retired, she received a certificate of commendation from Gov. Rudy Perpich for 
working with the RSVP in MN.   In 1986 they moved to a lovely log home, con-
structed by Melvin, their son Terry and friends, on the east shore of Island Lake, 
Northhome.  It was a showcase for her collection of approximately 550 Nativ-
ity scenes--many were gifts from all over the world.  Betty’s life was devoted to 
helping others--with music at First Lutheran (IF) and Hope and Bethesda Lu-
theran in Northhome/Mizpah, with crafts, Senior Citizens, the WIC program, Nor-
thome City Library,  quilting and sewing for the VFW,  American Legion Auxiliary, 
Koochiching Co. Fair, missions in various countries all over the world...and more.  
There are four grandchildren and four great-grands.  Also surviving are her sis-
ter Jacqueline Olson and a brother Richard (Patsy) Bender, all of Northhome.

20-YEAR RESIDENT - VIOLA MC RAE 98, passed away March 19 in Bemidji.  
Vi graduated from Little Falls HS in 1930 and worked as a dental assistant, sales 
person and bank teller.  In 1946 she married Gordon McRae in Mpls.   She left 
her work and supported Gordon as he started his law practice in Federal Court 
in Mpls.  In 1950, they came to Bemidji where he practiced.  Two years later they 
moved to Milwaukee where he was an attorney for NW Mutual Life Insurance.  

Then in 1954, it was back to Bemidji/private practice.  In 1962 he was appointed 
to the district court bench as a judge and they moved here to IFalls--staying for 
20 years before they retired back in Bemidji.  They wintered in Lake Havasu City, 
AZ.  Vi was a longtime member of St. Phillips Catholic Church in Bemidji.   She 
was a good bridge player, enjoyed golf and going to their cabin in Canada.  She 
was preceded in death by her husband, her parents and her two siblings.   Survi-
vors include two sisters-in-law and their extended families--nieces and nephews 
up an additional two generations to one great-great-niece.

Class of 1943  -  LUCILLE (BENNETT) OVESON 85, passed away April 13 at 
her home at Kabetogama.  She was born in Deer River in 1925, moving to the 
Falls as a child and graduating from FHS.  After her marriage to LeVern Ove-
son, they moved to Kabetogama and operated Oveson Bait until 1972. Lucille 
loved to fish and hunt--fixing shore lunches, baking, and entertaining guests. In 
addition to her husband, LeVern, she was preceded in death by  her parents, 
sister Virginia Poster and a granddaughter, Kelly Schnieder. Survivors include 
her children ANTON ‘65 , Richard, Sheri Ann  Trappen, Debra Gustofson, and 
Dianne Schnieder; 15 grandchildren and numerous great-grandchildren.  The 
funeral mass was at St. Thomas Catholic Church on April 15 and interment at 
the Kabetogama Cemetery.

Class of 1934 - VIOLA BRAFORD BORDEN 94, passed away May 24 at the Lit-
tlefork Medical Center.  She is survived by two children and 18 grand-and great 
grandchildren combined.  Services were at the Evangelical Covenant Church.  
Officiating was Corps Administrator Beverly Mayfield. Music was provided by 
Janet Frank Oliverson ‘65

Class of 1968 - JACQUELINE FRANCES VEEDER OLSON 60, died on May 
28 after a courageous battle with a long term illness.  She was the 5th child of 
Harvey and Elizabeth Veeder. Following HS graduation she studied at RRCC 
and married her HS sweetheart, DUWAYNE OLSON ‘68.  They celebrated their 
40th anniversary last summer. “Despite the increasing limitations of her illness, 
Jackie was a tender, loving and patient mother with her six children... and there 
are six grandchildren.  From her father, she inherited her love  of fishing, the 
outdoors and time on Rainy Lake .  Her mother contributed to her artistic talents, 
the interior decorating and flair for color.  She was an avid reader, delighted in 
“sisters’ weekends” and a purple-and-gold Bronco and Vikings fan.  Surviving 
siblings are James ‘59 (Eunice) Veeder, Judith Christenson ‘55 (James), Jeanne 
Anderson ‘62, (Michael),  Joan Milette ‘70  (Robert ‘65) and  Jeff  ‘75 (Marge) 
Veeder.  She was preceded in death by her parents, brother John, and her  in-
laws-- Pearl and Willie Olson.

Class of 1949 - ARTHUR J. OLSON 80 , died on May  20 under hospice care in 
Sun City West, AZ.  He and his second wife, Mary, were preparing to move back 
“NORTH” to Grand Rapids where his son resides.  His daughter is in Lester 
Prairie and the four grandchildren are “kind of” up there, too.  While he was  only 
a year ahead of me at FHS and we grew up about a block apart, we had lost 
touch.  Then, fairly recently a student from my first teaching job in West Con-
cord, MN, (1954) wrote me about meeting Art in their Sun City, AZ community.  
And it didn’t take long for “Int’l Falls” to be in their conversation.  Small world..
and admittedly, some of us are more talkative than others and “IFalls” is quite 
well known. He ended his working days with No. Country Equipment in Grand 
Rapids (1975 - 1994),  and retired to Arizona. (His first wife, Lorraine, died in 
1993.)  He was a member of the MN Club of Sun City,  AZ.  Services will be (or 
have been?) at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Grand Rapids.

Class of 1971  - DAVID CROSSGROVE 57, passed away May 26, in Leo, 
Indiana. He “musta hung around” a year as he married a Falls ‘72 graduate--
MELODY BARTLETT and from his “bio”  it appears they have been in Indiana for  
pushing 40 years.   David was a bus driver for the school district in East Allen 
Co, and owned his own painting company.  He continued to be a Vikings fan 
(and Red Sox)...enjoyed hiking, traveling, geography and genealogy. David was 
described as “loving  his God and family, was God fearing, God centered, and 
was always there for others.”  He is survived by his wife, his mother, two sons 

Final Farewell continued from Page 7  ~ FinAl FArEwEll cont’d  ~

Final Farewell continued on page 18
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Left to right bottom 1st row: Ethan, Kaye (Bahr) Carlson, Linda (Wimmer) 
Bahr, Kathy (Steen) Treat, Vern Treat, John Dunham, Don Piekarski
2nd row: Karen (Forsythe) Piekarski, Dennis Maloney, Greta Hemstad, George 
Bahr, Judy (Fiorini) Germain, Jackie (Everett) Piekarski, Carol (Anderson) Smith, 
Lorraine (Kennedy) Olson, Dick Sundberg
3rd row: Bill Gray, Pat (Wegner) Gray, Gerry Parnham, Renae (Ludwig) 
Maloney, Nan Oien, Rose (Karsnia) Rasmussen, Pat (Sullivan) Larson, Sandy 
(Skov) Dunham, Karen (Terebenet) Bergstrom, Paul Bergstrom, Liz (Gunderson) 
Forsythe, Patty Kellner, Janice (Dugas) Lehn, Orville Olson, Linda (McHarg) 
Lepper, Betty(Domish) Lepper, Jeanie Fiorini, Nancy Mattson, Eileen (Steinbach) 
Johnson,
4th row: Judy(Hanson) Rasmussen, Bud Rasmussen, Julie (Berg) Demars, 
Trudy Lepper,  Lee Lepper, Helmer Oien, John Rasmussen, Dick Forsythe, 
George Smith, Bob Piekarski, Kaye Sawyer, Cliff Hall, Tom Sawyer, 
Gary Germain, Butch Lepper
Last Row: Mike Demars, Arlen Peterson, Pete Hemstad, Don Carlson, Bob 
Larson, Randy Lehn, Neil Lepper

minnesota Picnic lake Havasu 2011

~ From the mail Box ~
A newsy letter with eight pictures arrived very recently from JARLE ROKKE, a 
‘53 grad who has been living in Pennsylvania for quite a few years.  Sadly, the 
pictures were from a horrendous spring storm which took out the back half of 
their home--60 MPH winds and the huge old trees came down everywhere.  
Hard to imagine.   Jarle started Taylor Rental in July 1975.  It is now second 
generation with their three sons involved.    About 2/3’s of their business is 
“Party Rental” and 1/3 “Tools and Equipment.”  With a normal economy, they 
employed 20-25 but recently it has been 18-19 guys.  Jarle and his wife, Myrna, 
own the warehouse (their retirement) and the three sons now own/run the 
business.  They have a fl eet of 11 trucks.  Lots of tents, tables, chairs and 
china.  I could not comprehend their catalog!   The Rokke’s are both St. Olaf 
grads and his wife, Myrna (Stott) from Glendive, MT co-chaired her 50th Class 
Reunion last year and the 5-Year Pledge from that class was 6.5 MILLION 
DOLLARS.   Obviously, an amazing donation!  ++   Some of  you reading this 
will remember his mother, Florence, who was so active at Zion Lutheran and 
in the community.  She turned 103 on February 25 and lives in Good  Sheperd 
Villa in Mesa, AZ.  Florence has aged very well, feeds herself, talks on the 
phone,  only on one medication but is ready to go home to Jesus.  (Jarle’s P.S. 
told of getting to hunt grouse near Ely the fall of 2009 and pheasants in South 
Dakota soon after.)

JIM LUTZ ‘51 has done considerable “writing” in recent years and has started 
some “writing groups” in several retirement communities. One of the fi rst “inci-
dents” he wrote about  back in 1968 was this. INNOCENCE -  I had picked up 
my grandson GEOFF from his Cub Scout meeting and decided to drive through 
a local golf course--a short cut to home in Milwaukee.    It was 8:30 p.m.--a 
semi-secluded road known as LOVER’S LANE. Some cars were already parked 
there.  Innocently, GEOFF turned to me and said “Dad, can we stop and look at 
the trees like the other cars?”

To have  a BRONCO ATHLETICS HALL OF FAME is in the discussion 
stage and the committee would like to share some ideas and get some 
input from those of you who get the Alumni Newspaper.    It is probably not 
necessary that you see the "art  work" nor the "fi ll in signifi cant information" 
to be a candidate.

Here goes:  
A.  All inductees must, during and following their career, have exemplifi ed 
the  pride and spirit that is Bronco Athletics.
B.  Categories:
      1.  Player:  An athlete that has excelled in athletics and has been out of 
school for at least ten (10) years.
      2.  Coach/Director/Advisor:  Any person who has been in any of these 
three positions and made a positive impact on the Bronco Athletic Tradition 
and has been out of coaching/directing/advising for two (2) or more years.
      3.  At Large:  A member of the school or community who has made a 
signifi cant impact to International Falls High School Athletics.
      4.  Team: Any team that has made a signifi cant impact on Bronco Ath-
letics including, but not limited to, District, Section and State Championship 
teams.

Nominee's Name:    ________________________________________

Category:      ___________________________________________
                            (1, 2, 3 or 4 as listed above.)  

Your Name:            _________________________________________

Your Address:        _________________________________________
                            
 Phone ______________________   E-mail _____________________
Send to: Bronco Athletic Hall of Fame,  c/o Don Rolando
                      Falls High School
                     1515 - 11th  Street, International Falls, MN   56649
    Phone:   218-283-2571 • Fax:  218-283-2384

Bronco Athletics
Hall of Fame

want to view this july 2011 
Alumni newsletter online?  

Go to: www.fhsreunion.org at the top 
of the screen and apply for a 

membership for newsletter access.
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By Jim Thomas 
Class of 1956

My wife Jean 
and I spent our 
entire  “working 
years”  in Ames, 
Iowa as a  typical 
academic couple.  
I was a professor 
of biochemisty 
and my wife was 
a voice instructor.  
Our two children 
left home for distant places to pursue careers in music and art.  We were happy 
to be totally involved in our chosen fi elds and I especially enjoyed the interna-
tional nature of my research into the biochemical fundamentals of cell function 
and aging.  

On retirement I was led by my wife’s strong interest in nature and the preserva-
tion of our wilderness heritage.   We tested the water in a place that is thought 
to lack that precious commodity, by getting involved in a wildlife refuge on the 
Mexican border southwest of Tucson, Az.  It was a great choice, as we discov-
ered a world of physical work and study of nature in collaboration with wonderful 
people who cared for the land, plants, and animals that reside there.  

The “refuge” is offi cially known as Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge, a 
southern grassland on the Mexican border  that is being returned to a more 
natural state from its recent history as ranch land.  It is home to several of en-

dangered animals, 
birds, and plants. 
The land area in-
cludes approximate-
ly 118,000 acres 
of natural riparian 
habitant, grassland 
habitat and a pris-
tine natural moun-
tain box canyon 
in the Baboquivari 
mountain range, 
known as Brown 
Canyon.  There are 
approximately 30 
employees of the 
Interior Department 
working full time 
in the refuge, and 

they annually select 10 to 12 “volunteers” to provide support for the work being 
done.  The volunteers come from all over the US, and are mostly retired from a 
variety of previous occupations.  Refuge volunteer service is always geared to 
the talents of the people involved and usually it involves four full days of service 
each week.  

We were asked to act as caretaker/hosts of an environmental education center 
in Brown Canyon (see picture 1),  We would be nearly alone in the canyon most 
of the time (one other volunteer lived further down the canyon), without any com-
munication to the outside world except for an emergency radio and the FM radio 
broadcants we were able to get on our portable radio.  We were in charge of a 
building with 16 beds in addition to our living quarters.  The building was pow-
ered by solar energy, and a backup generator.  Water was available from and a 
well-functioning well/storage tank system and we did have a septic system for 
waste disposal.   Our “job” included maintaining and repairing the facility, taking 
groups on nature mountain hikes further up the canyon on request (see picture 
2), and hosting visiting groups who rented the facility for nature study.   It sound-

ed great to us so we signed on for our fi rst six months of duty starting in Novem-
ber of 2009.  We are currently, in the same role under different circumstances 
(as described later) for our second six month assignment.   

All was going well during our fi rst winter except for the balky condition of our 
solar power, when nature stepped in to remind us that we were not in charge 
after all.  The fi rst real winter storm produced record rains, strong winds and of 
course an extended period of limited solar power.  The winds removed a sub-
stantial part of our roof, the rains came into the building at alarming rates, and 
we tried to keep dry, and warm through it all.   The canyon water system took on 
a life of its own, and kept us isolated from the outside for three days, while our 
dirt road was undergoing considerable alteration.  It was quite an experience 
as an introduction to the solitary life we had chosen.  We found ourselves more 
resourceful than we 

had thought.   Subse-
quent months brought 
other challenges that 
seemed almost  trivial 
by comparison.   On 
the positive side, it was 
fantastic to experience 
the grandeur of the 
canyon alive with water 
and waterfalls on all 
sides, and the constant 
roar was with us for 
weeks.   Hikes were 
not possible for a short 
time, and when they 
resumed we had to 
create stepping stone 
bridges to permit hikers to experience the 20 some stream crossings on the 
way to to the hike destination,  the 4th largest stone arch in Arizona (picture 3).   
Our education center had to relinquish its status as an overnight stop for nature 
study, as repairs would take a considerable time to accomplish.  As I write today, 
the education center is nearly back in condition for guests, and we fi nalize the 
painting and inside repair work for that eventuality.    One last step remains next 
month with the rejuvenation of the solar collecting system for the building.  We 
are currently living in a FEMA trailer at a different location, while participating in 
the rejuvenation efforts.  

Jean and I would like to encourage others to volunteer in their own way as a 
great form of retire-
ment living.  We have 
many friends here 
and in the Tucson 
area, who are doing 
just that.  Our experi-
ence with volunteering 
and learning on the 
job, includes studying 
fl ora and fauna of the 
area to help visitors 
appreciate the refuge 
at a different level. 
In addition, I have 
changed my primary 
science interest to ge-

ology/earth science and have begun like a college freshman to explore the way 
things were and how they got to where they are.  It is especially interesting to 
study things that you can experience on a daily basis.   On hikes we continually 
meet people with a nature interest from all parts of the US.  For a solitary life in 
a mountain canyon, we sure have a lot of people contact.   It gives us an insight 
into the nature of retirement and how great an experience it can be.   Hope you 
all have as much fun as we do.  See you in southern Arizona!

retirement on a working wild life refuge
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Attention Alumni
Lodging rates and online booking 

for class or family reunions 
for Tara’s Wharf available at 

www.RainyLakeInn.com

Inner  peace
If you can start the day 

without caffeine,
If you can always be cheerful, 

ignoring aches and pains, 
If  you can resist complaining and  
boring people with your troubles,

If  you can eat plain food every
day and be grateful for it,

If  you can understand when your 
loved  ones are too busy to give

you any time,
If you can take criticism and
blame without resentment,
If you can conquer tension

without medical help,
If you can relax without  liquor,

If you can sleep without the 
aid of  drugs,  

...Then You Are Probably 

The  Family Dog!    

(To the readers...this is an experiment and new to you.  And me! I just wrote 
up three “shorties” and they fl ew off the page.  Yes, I gritted my teeth, called 
Tammy,  who calms me down and I will start over.)

  
It is a second daughter, Kayla Janelle Dowty, for DEREK ‘01 and Christina 

(York) DOWTY born March 15.  Proud grandparents are Kevin and Shelby 
Dowty, both long time teachers in the Falls system and Bill and Rosemarie 

(Liedke) York of Ft.Frances.  Kayla’s sister, Brooklyne is two months old.
 “Grandpa Kevin Dowty has retired but Grandma Shelby is still in her fi rst 

grade classroom.  Derek is teaching and is head BB coach at FHS.
 
Jim Klobuchar’s 37th Annual Bicycle Tour again visited the Falls in June...

no, we haven’t been part of their route every year but several times.  This year’s 
group totaled some over 120 people.   They travel about 300 miles during the 
course of the week.  This year’s group started at Blackduck; spending nights in 
Deer River, Nashwauk and Cook before arriving here.  They tented in front of 
the band shell so got in on a “Wednesday in the Park” concert.  It seemed like 
this group did more walking in neighborhoods than ever before and visiting with 
locals. 

 

Hallie Swenson’s daycare youngsters  hand printed, colored and used “an 
overload”of stickers to correspond to US soldiers, especially a group deployed in 
the Middle East.  Captain Mike Jensen ‘01 is serving as a Bravo Battery Com-
mander for the 11th Air Defense Artillery  Brigade/US Army.  His Unit consists 
of about 100 soldiers who  have been deployed six months and will not return 
stateside until January 2012.  

 
Cindy Johnson Youso ‘94, a graduate of UMD, has been promoted to VP of 

Border State Bank here in the Falls where she has been employed since 2001.   
She and Brian see lots of hockey games and she is on the Project Pride Com-
mittee of the Chamber of Commerce.

 
Sarah Manka  (daughter of Laura ‘81 & Bob’79)  and Joseph Toninato (son of  

Reid and Josephine ‘74, both FHS Class of 2011 grads have received Marshall 
and Nellie Alworth Memorial Fund  Scholarships. 

Two children of Tim and Loni Bright graduated from FHS this June.  Jessica 
is going to attend the U/Minn-Morris while Bill heads for Ely Community College. 

THiS AnD THAT...

ALL NAMES ARE LEFT TO RIGHT:  Seated front row:  Corriine Thompson (Ted’s wife), Ted (Dick) Thompson ‘47, Ken 
Dehn, husband of Donna (Steingas) Dehn ‘48.   Seated second row:   Donna (Steingas) Dehn ‘48, Darren Hartje-Nelson 
(grandson of Sharon (Davis) Saari),  Sharon Davis Saari ‘48.   Standing third row:  Marilyn Rogers Boe  ‘53, Cubby John-
son ‘48, Maxine Rogers (wife of Bill (Wilkie) Rogers’48,   Blanche Hamilton, (wife of Glenn (Dale) Hamilton.  Standing back 
row::  Phil Rogers ‘50, Bill (Wilkie) Rogers ‘48, Dick Steingas ‘50, Shirley (Santine)Steingas ‘50 (Dick’s wife), Glenn (Dale) 
Hamilton ‘47.

This picture was taken on June 28th at a Perkins Restaurant in Edina.  This group is called “The Falls Bunch” for want of a 
snazzier name.  We meet once per month and would encourage anyone from the Falls that would like to join us, they are 
more than welcome.  Husbands and wives very welcome also.  For a schedule of dates from now to October, please call 
Cubby Johnson at 952-435-7510.

FAllS ArEA  rEADErS: TimE TO VOlunTEEr? 
Would you like to be part of a  team that provides support and companionship to a loved one?  Helping people live every moment of life to the fullest and providing 
loved ones with memories they can treasure is a passion shared by North Star Hospice.  Nowhere is the gift of volunteering more important than in hospice and 

respite.  The benefi ts of volunteering are great, both for the families and the volunteers.  It is about making sure those with a life-limiting illness are surrounded by 
love and comfort.  I encourage you to become part of the team by contacting Polly Bjorkquist, Hospice and Respite Volunteer Coordinator, at 283-3031.
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COnCErTS in THE PArK  
SummEr 2011

7 p.M. Weather permitting
 

July 13 ..........................................................................................Pat Porter
July 20 -  .................................. King of the Road (John Streiff) and Friends
July 27 ......................................................................................................***
August 3 .................................................Rainy Lake Community Orchestra
August 10 .................................................................................................***
August 17 ..................................................................................................***
AUGUST 25-26-27  ...................... BASS FISHING TOURNEY WILL HAVE  
 “MUSIC UNDER THE TENT”--AT VARIOUS TIMES
August 31 ..............................................................Soren Oleson and Gang 

 GARY TORNES and SID ERICKSON were great friends at Falls High School, 
graduating in 1964.  Both joined the Marines and were deployed to Vietnam in 
1966.   After their two years in combat, they came back to the States and lost 
touch with one another.  Both had successful careers and were able to put the 
war experiences behind them.
 In 2007 at the All School Class Reunion they were reunited, along with two 
other good friends and classmates, VERN MANSELLE and MEL GUSHALAK.  
Gary, Sid, and Vern had never been back for a class reunion prior to 2007 and 
they enjoyed spending time with each other after all those years.  So, in June 
2009, they returned to the Falls for their 45TH CLASS REUNION.  Earlier that 
year, Gary married KATHY WEIR--another 1964 classmate.  Gary, Kathy, Vern 
and Sid stayed together at Tara’s Wharf the week of their reunnion, had many 
classmates out and had  a great time at the Class Reunion Party at the Falls 
Country Club.
  Last September--2010--both Gary and Sid passed away.  Their wives, fami-
lies and friends were devastated!   We had lost two more classmates and two 
great guys.  How much we take our time on this earth for granted.  How spe-
cial is it that these reunions took place.  We have such sadness but wonderful 
memories, too.  Thank you to all of those that plan and work so hard to make 
these reunions a reality!!  Unless you have ever gotten involved in the process, 
you  have no idea the endless hours and hard work that make it all happen.

  Gary and Sid were so proud to be Marines, so proud of their service to our 
country they loved.    To some degree they had suffered their whole lives from 
the consequences of that awful war, but they never complained.  They are our 
heroes who with thousands of others have given us the freedom we enjoy.  God 
bless Gary, Sid and their families.  God bless our country.

~Written in memory, May 2011, Kathy Weir Tornes
 

in memory of Gary Tornes and Sid Erickson

 One evening a grandson was talking to his grandfather about current events.  
The grandson asked his grandfather what he thought about the shootings 
at schools, the computer age, and just things in general...    The grandfather 
replied:  “Well, let me think a  moment, I was born before:  television, penicillin, 
polio shots, frozen foods, Xerox, contact lenses, Frisbees and the pill.  There 
were no:  credit cards, laser beams or ball-point pens.  Man had not invented:  
pantyhose, air conditioners, dishwashers, clothes dryers and the clothes were 
hung out to dry in the fresh air and man hadn’t yet walked  on the moon.  Your 
Grandmother and I got married first ... ... and then lived together.  Every family 
had a father and a mother.   Until I was 25, I called every man older than me, 
“Sir.”  And after I turned 25, I still called policemen and every man with a title, 
“Sir.”  We were before gay-rights, computer-dating, dual careers, daycare cen-
ters, and group therapy.
 Our lives were governed by the TEN COMMANDMENTS, good judgment, 
and common sense.  We were taught to know the difference between right and 
wrong and to stand up and take responsibiity for our actions.   Serving your 
country was a privilege; living in this country was a bigger privilege.  We thought 
fast food was what people ate during Lent.  Having a meaningful relationship 
meant getting along with your cousins.   Draft dodgers were those who closed 
front doors as the evening breeze started.
 Time-sharing meant time the family spent together in the evenings and 
weekends--not purchasing condominiums.  We never heard of FM radios, tape 

decks, CDs, electric typewriters, yogurt, or guys wearing earrings.  We listened 
to Big Bands, Jack Benny, and the President’s speeches on our radios.  And I 
don’t ever remember any kid blowing his brains out listening to Tommy Dorsey.  
If you saw anything with ‘Made in Japan’ on it, it was junk.  The term “making 
out” referred to how you did on your school exam...
 Pizza Hut, McDonalds, and instant coffee were unheard of.   We had 5 & 10 
cent stores where you could actually buy things for 5 and 10 cents.  Ice-cream 
cones, phone calls, rides on a streetcar, and a Pepsi were all a nickel.  And if 
you didn’t want to splurge, you could spend your nickel on enough stamps to 
mail 1 letter and 2 post cards.  You could buy a new Chevy Coupe for $600.   ....
but who could afford one?    Too bad, because gas was 11 cents a gallon.
 In my day:  “grass” was mowed, “coke” was a cold drink, “pot” was someting 
your mother cooked in and “rock music” was your grandmother’s lullaby.  “Aids” 
were helpers in the Principal’s office, “chip” meant a piece of wood, “hardware” 
was found in a hardware store and “software” wasn’t even a word.
 And we were the last generation to actually believe that a lady needed a 
husband to have a baby.  No wonder people call us “old and confused” and say 
there  is a generation gap, and how old do you think I am?   I bet you have this 
old man in mind...you are in for a shock!   Read on to see--pretty scary if you 
think about it and pretty sad at the same time.   Are you ready??
  See answer on page 20

HOw OlD iS GrAnDPA?

we want You For The new Alumni Directory!
 International Falls High School would like to introduce the International Falls 
High School  Alumni Directory, the most comprehensive directory of  Internation-
al Falls High School  alumni ever published. The contents of the directory will be 
divided into four sections: Biographical, Geographical, Class Roster, and most 
importantly the Introductory Section showcasing the school’s history and events.
 All efforts are being made to contact International Falls High School alumni via 
phone, e-mail and mail to obtain and verify biographical information. 
The 2007 All Class Reunion Committee has contracted with Alumni Research, 
Inc. to collect and compile the information into a hardbound, library quality 
volume and an online community.  This directory is being made available to 
International Falls High School alumni only and is a limited edition press run and 
offered only one time.
 Alumni Research, Inc. will soon be contacting those who have provided 
current telephone numbers and addresses to verify biographical information. 
Please help your alma mater to keep in touch with you.  
     

RemembeR:
 The 6th Annual memorial butterfly Release 

is Sunday, August 14th at 1pm. in the 
Garden behind Leonards.  

~ Hope to see many of you there!  ~
(Leonards is part of the former Holiday Inn)
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Enjoying the Alumni news?
 Please check the mailing label on your newsletter.  If you see “NOT 
PAID,” or “PAY DATE?” it means we haven’t had a subscription donation 
from you since 2008 or before.  We love sending out the news, but want to 
be sure our recipients really want it in their mailbox.  It breaks our hearts to 
think anyone might be tossing it directly into the recycle bin! 
 Beginning with this July issue, we will only be mailing the paper to our 
up-to-date subscribers.  If you’re still interested in receiving the Alumni 
News, let us know!  Subscription donation information and coupons are 
located on the inside back cover of this newsletter.  We’d be delighted to 
keep you on our mailing list! 
  SNOWBIRDS:  Please give us your winter address, and let us know 
which months you are there.  The post offi ce is no longer saving or for-
warding bulk mail, and when your newsletter is returned to us, marked 
“Temporarily Away,” it doubles the postage expenses.  More importantly, 
we want to make sure you get your hometown news.

Attention Alumni
Lodging rates and online booking for class or family reunions 

for Tara’s Wharf available at www.RainyLakeInn.com

Rochester Mayo golf coach, Neil McCormack, was inducted into the MN HS Golf 
Coaches Association Hall of Fame on June 13, during the AAA state golf tourna-
ment.   The ceremony took place at the state golf banquet in Brooklyn Park.  
Neil, son of the late Foster and Audrey McCormack**, has been the head boys 
coach at Mayo for 45 years and has qualifi ed the golf team or individuals from 
the team for the state tournament for 30 of those years.  He initiated and has 
been director of the Mayo Invitational golf tournament for 35 years, which is one 
of the longest established HS invitational tournaments in MN.  His teams have 
won seven conference championships, six runners-up along with fi ve section 
championships and seven runner-up fi nishes.
       Neil’s teams and individuals have also been recognized academically for 
high achievement at the sectional and state level.  He has coached 23 all-state 
players, 38 collegiate golfers, one national collegiate champion and one former 
PGA tournament player.
       He also coached girls hockey at Mayo for 11 years where the team won 
six conference championships and made three state tournament appearances.  
**(Both of them Club Champions at the Falls Country Club back in the 1960’s 
before moving to California.  I don’t think I ever beat my father as he always sank 
his putt on the 18th hole!)

i C E B O x   O F   T H E   n A T i O n ? ? ?                     
(Not in a little girl’s memory.)

It would be any cold winter morning in 1940, in the middle of an International 
Falls winter, dressing for fi rst grade at St. Thomas School.  After hot oatmeal and 
cocoa, it’s on with long white stockings, garter belt, long fl annel drawers, un-
dershirt, slip, dress, sweater, coat, scarf wrapped around head,  (just your eyes 
peeking out), and snow pants over all that.  Wave to mom in the window and yell 
at Rex, the dog, to “go home!”  (He loved chasing the school bus.)

 Crossing Highway 53 at 12th Street (it wasn’t busy then), and automatically go 
into the ‘Northern Lumber Company,’  (about where Stop and Shop is now), and 
wait for the school bus.

 Low and behold they have a box of new puppies and we all get to hold their 
warm little squeaky bodies until the bus pulls up with Mr. King driving.  We fi le 
on respectfully, as we never sassed adults or caused chaos (as they do now on 
school buses).

 As we arrive at St. Thomas what could be more wonderful than the sweet 
face of fi rst grade teacher, Sister Herminia.  She grabbed you wth a hug and I 
still remember the nice smell of her habit,  After she unwrapped each child she 
kept track of all those clothes (she re-wrapped each of us for recess and the trip 
home).  She did so many special things but I remember especially stepping out 
to the water fountain while she gave me my cough medicine, bowing our heads 
and shutting our eyes tight, while “thump,” she placed a little pile of candy on 
each desk.

 Her sweet face and gentle manner, the loving care of the  people at the North-
ern Lumber Company, the warm puppies to hold enroute; it always amazes me 
when people these many years later say, “How did you stand the cold up there?”

 Easy...we didn’t notice it.  It may be the “Ice Box,” but couldn’t be warmer in my 
thoughts.   --Maripat  Holt ‘53

lET’S “HEAr iT” FOr 
nEil mC COrmACK ’57!

This story comes from the 
recent wedding of Jean-
Marie Skwarok (‘03) to Kyle 
Morrison (‘03) on January 
1, 2011 in Duluth.  It is a 
custom I had never heard 
of--but a very nice one.  
The brides put the wedding 
rings of the parents and 
grandparents in their wed-
ding bouquets as “some-
thing old and borrowed.”   
The late Ruby Skwarok’s 
(grandmother of the bride) 
ring fell out and they looked 
and looked.   Finally, the 
cake baker who was setting 
up the cake at the Greyso-
lon Ballroom found it.   The 
bride, “Jeamers,” was a 
wreck for a few minutes.   
She had her mother’s 
(Loretta ‘73) her grandmoth-
er’s (Darlene ‘50), her great 
grandmother’s, her great 

great grandmother’s and the ring of Ruby that had been lost and found.  
The groom’s parents heard about it and his mother (Stephanie 
Morrison) and grandmother (Jeanette Aitchison) each lent a ring, too.  
Also included was a blue hat pin worn by “Jeamer’s” mother Loretta 
when she and David (‘70) married.
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Int’l Falls’

2011

Bob ‘55 and Mary Hilke with Congressman Oberstar

Mayor Shawn (Carey) Mason ‘81

Tug of War between USA and Canada... (Canada won this year!)

Tug of War “pullers”
John Faith, “our” Music Man

Steve Ross & Patty Ross

Suzie & Warren Wagness
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and one  daughter, two grandchildren, and four siblings--whom some of you may 
remember--LARRY, GARY, JUDY (SCHWARTZ) and BETTY (GRABER).  If any 
of you would like to communicate with his widow--Melody, (or David’s siblings)-
-the number I tried on June 17 is correct...260-627-2641; their home address is 
10225-Donald Ave.,  Leo, IN  46765-9507.
 
MOTHER of THREE GRADS - BETTY (SUTLIFF)  LINDGREN 84, died at her 
home June 2 here in the Falls where she  had lived since 1946.    She grew up 
in Warroad, finished high school and one year of college after which she  taught 
grades 1-8 in the Warroad area.  She married Carl J. Lindgren on Christmas Eve 
in 1946 and they resided in the Falls.  Betty was very active at Zion Lutheran 
Church where her funeral was  held on June 6.  She worked at Pearson’s Bak-
ery, Rig Jig Tackle, the Spot Supper Club and at The Daily Journal.  Betty also 
was a volunteer at the Falls Senior Center and Northern Neighbors.  She was 
preceded in death by her parents, Sam  and Elsie Sutliff, her husband Carl; baby 
Samuel John; a great-grandson Samuel Sutliff; and a sister Ruth.  Survivors are 
her three children--Carol ‘67 (Larry)  Lund, Gordon ‘72 (Karen) Lindgren and 
Diane ‘75 (Bryon) Wescott; three grandchildren and six great grandchildren.  Me-
morials preferred to North Star Hospice, Meals on Wheels, Zion Lutheran or the 
American Cancer Society.  Notes can be sent to 3119 Highway 332, IF, 56649-
8921.

CLASS OF 1934 - - GERALD S. HALL - died after a brief illness in Holiday 
Island, Arkansas, on February 2.  He would have been 95 on March 1.  Gerald 
was the son of Charles and Lizette (Sacia) who lived at 620 Eighth St. in the 
Falls.  He was predeceased by his wife  MARIAN CRAIG HALL ‘33  (who died 
Jan. 26, 1998) and his brother JOHN C. HALL ‘32, who died in 2008.  Marian 
was the daughter of Dr. Claire Craig, physician and former Mayor of International 
Falls.  Gerald is survived by his two sons, Michael Craig Hall, Newbury, Ohio, 
and John C. Hall, Portland, CT; his sister HELEN HALL Glazener ‘41 who resides 
in San Diego,CA; two grandchildren,  four great grandchildren, as well as six 
nephews and nieces.
  GERALD’S FAVORITE STORIES about his childhood involved his long paper 
route which included the saloons and brothels of IFalls during the ‘20’s and ‘30’s.  
After graduating from HS, he worked for the M&O Paper Company in the lab, 
and then became an Insulite salesman.  He was trained as a pilot in the Army 
Air Corps during WW-II and eventually was transferred to the Cleveland, Ohio, 
area as a sales representative for Insulite.  Gerald and Marian bought a young 
women’s clothing store in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, in 1962, which they sold upon 
retirement in 1972.  After some years  of travel, they settled in the Ozark Moun-
tains of northwest Arkansas in 1975.   (Thanks to his niece Barbara ‘65 who 
encouraged her cousin to share this interesting obit.)

WIFE OF 1946 GRAD  AND MOTHER OF THREE  - LENA FEDORUK WAL-
LEN 86, died Wednesday, November 3, 2010 at Rainty Lake Medical Center.  
Lena was born December 2, 1923. at Orleans, MN, and raised in Fort Frances, 
Ontario.  She married LINDY WALLEN ‘46 on January 2, 1949, and  later moved 
to International Falls.  She enjoyed dancing with her  life partner--Lindy, volun-
teering, fishing, traveling and spending time with  her family and grandchildren.  
She was preceded in death by her parents, Sam and Lucy (Mikety) Fedoruk.  
Lena is survived by her  husband Lindy, International Falls; sons, Lindy K. ‘68 
(Angela), Sacramento, CA and Bruce (Nancy), Brainerd; daughter Ellen Mae 
(Gregg) Pederson, Bloomington,  MN; three grandchildren, and six great grand-
children.  Also brothers Sambo (Esther) Fedoruk and John (Cassie) Fedoruk and 
sister Mae Fedoruk--all of Fort Frances plus many nieces and nephews.   
Interment will be at Ericsburg Cemetery at a later date.

RON pEARSON - SPOUSE  OF 1940 GRADUATE, Donna Geer, who wrote his 
obituary for this issue. - Ron passed away this winter from metastic lung cancer.  
He was a Canadian, born in Stratton and lived in Fort Frances.  We were mar-
ried in 1944. Janet’s Uncle Art (Larson) was boss of the machine shop in the 
Falls mill and hired him.  Eventually he transferred to the mill office.

CLASS OF 1948 - MARGARET V. THOMpSON CLINE 79, of Port Charlotte,FL, 
passed away November 6, 2010. She was born December 4, 1930, in Int’l. Falls 
to Ben and Gena Thommpson.  She graduated with honors from Falls High 

School and went to work at the First National Bank. She married Morris Cline 
and ran Island View Lodge until 1968 when they moved to Long Key, Florida.  
They had two daughters--Cynthia Reynolds, Sunbury, Ohio, who survives, and 
Lynn Carter, who died in 2008.  Morris died in 1977.    She was also preceded in 
death by her parents, brothers Milton, Lynn (Bud), and James, and sisters Mavis 
Sartain and Eileen Stubee.  Margaret is survived by four sisters, DOROTHY 
BROWN ‘36, BETTY WENBERG ‘43,  SHIRLEY VAUX ‘51, and JANET AMIDON 
‘54, her step-daughter Morleen and three grandchildren plus many nieces and 
nephews. A memorial service was held in Port Charlotte,  FL on November 13, 
2010.
 
CLASS OF 1949 - ARLENE MUNKHOLM OLSON 79, passed away October 
1.  A memorial service was conducted October 23 at the Salvation Army Chapel 
here in the Falls. Arlene  was born in the No. Minnesota Hospital here in the 
Falls on February  28, 1931 to Inez and Edward Jarvinen.    Her father passed 
away when she was 18 months and her mother married Fred Munkholm.  During 
WW II she lived in St. Paul and Chicago but the Falls was always “home” to her.   
At the age of 12 she won a trip to the MN State Fair as “Health Queen” of Kooch-
iching County through 4-H.  She was very proud of that ribbon. Arlene married 
Clinton Hoskin in 1947 but was later divorced.  On June 6th, 1952 she married 
the love of her life--Robert (Ole) Olson, who passed away THREE DAYS SHORT 
of their 50th wedding anniversary. She was a die-hard and very knowledgeable 
sports fan--her favorite teams:  Twins, Vikings, Gophers, Notre Dame FB and 
Duke University BB. She grew up having many responsibilities and worked very 
hard to make all around her very happy.  Her daughter, Karen, passed away  in  
1975 and her mother, Inez Munkholm in 1982.   She is survived by her loving son 
and caregiver,Robert Olson, Jr. and daughter Mary and her husband, Bob Sutch, 
of Mankato. There are four grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.
 
CLASS OF 1944 - BARBARA ANN BABCOCK  CARLSON-ARZEL 84, died 
October 19 under hospice care at her home.   Services were held at St. Thomas, 
where she was a member,  on October 22.  Barbara lived her whole life in the 
Falls and worked as a nurse’s aide and ward clerk at the Falls Memorial Hospi-
tal and Virginia Municipal Hospital.  She is survived by her seven children, 18 
grandchildren and 38 great-grandchildren.  Barbara was preceded in death by 
her first husband, Leo V. Carlson and second husband, Andre Arzel; her parents 
and her grandparents, Jerry and Cora Fortner, who raised her. 

DAUGHTER OF MARIE MILLARD GLOTZBACH ‘66 - ELIZABETH MARIE 
GLOTZBACH 30, passed away in New York City on May 30, 2011, from compli-
cations related to Type-I diabetes.  She was born January 10, 1981, in Newark, 
Ohio, and moved with her family to Redlands, CA, in 1992.  Elizabeth graduated 
from Redlands HS in 1999 and from Santa Clara University in 2003 as a Com-
munications major and a Political Science minor.  After graduation, she moved 
to Los Angeles and began her career in the film industry at Paradigm Talent 
Agency, where she remained for three years, eventually becoming the assistant 
to their head literary agent.  In 2006, she moved to Fox Searchlight, an indepen-
dent film production company, ending as a Creative Coordinator.  At the time of 
her death, she was in New York working as an associate producer on a new film.  
Liz had a sparkling intellect that was complimented by her enormously positive 
spirit and enthusiastic creativity.  Liz was also an accomplished athlete and lover 
of the arts.  While in HS, she swam, played water polo and was active in  speech 
and theatre arts.  She continued to play water polo at Santa Clara University, 
where she was a team captain as a senior in 2003.  She was an inspiration to all 
who had the fortune to know her, and she will be profoundly missed.  Survivors 
are her parents, Phil and Marie, brother Jason, sister-in-law Kristi and nephew 
Barrett.  A memorial service was held June 4 at Descanso Gardens in Los  
Angeles. 

CLASS OF 1994 - JOE pAUL SWENDSEN, Minneapolis, died suddenly on 
Thursday, March 3rd, 2011, as a result of unseen depression. We mourn his 
death and celebrate his life.  Joe was born June 20th, 1976 to Frank and Doreen 
Swendsen, and grew up on Rainy Lake. He graduated from Falls High School 
in 1994, and obtained a degree in sociology from the University of Minnesota. 

Final Farewell continued from Page 11  ~ FinAl FArEwEll cont’d  ~

continued on page 19
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He obtained his private pilot’s license and was working on a commercial pilot’s 
license when 09/11 happened.  This decreased opportunities for pilots, so Joe 
changed his career path to become an Air Traffic Controller.  He graduated 
from the University of Alaska Anchorage with a degree in Air Traffic Control and 
started that career in Rockford, IL.  He earned a transfer to the Minneapolis 
airport in October of 2010 and that is where he was currently working. He was 
really happy with his career and talked about it a lot. His co-workers there are 
surprised and saddened by his death.   Joe had a strong belief in both family 
and country. He chose to honor his grandfathers who had served before him 
by volunteering to serve in the Air National Guard. As part of his duty, he took 
time out from college to go on a special assignment to Diego Garcia, supplying 
necessities to the troops in Afghanistan. It was hot and humid in the middle of 
the Indian Ocean, and Joe hated the spiders, but he befriended the geckos in 
the shower. That was Joe.
 Joe’s life was a full one.  Rainy Lake was his home, and a place he loved to 
come back to.  He worked on the Pride of Rainy Lake, and always enjoyed the 
fact that he was one of the few people he ever knew who went to work by boat. 
He was our family’s guide for Kettle Falls trips and spent countless hours kayak-
ing around the lake with friends.  Joe had a broad range of interests from the 
outdoors to music and was not afraid to learn new things. Joe was comfortable 
alone listening to music or going on long road trips to Alaska and California. On 
the other hand he eagerly engaged people he met in conversations. Joe could 
either be a great listener or tell a marvelous story.   Joe loved deer and grouse 
hunting and just spending time with family at the shack. He enthusiastically 
worked on deer stands, cut firewood and kept our trail network well maintained. 
He especially enjoyed building bonfires and telling stories around them on a 
beautiful fall night. He carried the urge to build bonfires wherever he went from 
a plane trip to Madeline Island with friends to the Twin Cities to Rainy Lake. He 
was the kind of person you would want to camp with. He always helped with 
everything, and did more than his share.  He was always a gifted athlete. He 
completed the Twin Cities Marathon, hiked the Superior trail, mountain biked 
for years and became an avid downhill skier over the past couple of years. He 
enjoyed playing on a softball team with his sister while he lived in the cities.  
Everyone loved Joe.  He was an excellent chef who loved to entertain family 
and friends, and specialized in cooking venison.  His sense of humor and smile 
were contagious.  He never shied away from a good debate.  Joe knew some-
thing about everything and wasn’t afraid to challenge you.  His sense of style 
ran all the way from his hair to the design of his home.    For as many talents 
as he had, Joe’s kindness and concern for others were even greater.  That was 
evident in the way he was constantly giving to others, even strangers. On a can-
celled flight in Atlanta at midnight in early January, he helped a retired woman 
get to the motel. He carried her bag, got them to the motel and made sure she 
got back again in the morning. With all the snow in Minneapolis this year, Joe 
cheerfully kept both of his neighbors shoveled out-one a widow and the other an 
elderly gentleman.  The love of family was his true passion and the center of his 
life, and he was happiest when with family in any setting.  He was an amazing 
son, brother, partner, grandson, nephew, cousin and friend. 
 Joe is preceded in death by his Grandparents Paul and Mary Jane Swendsen, 
Grandpa Joseph Dahl, and Uncle Chris Swendsen.  He is survived by his par-
ents Frank ‘69 and Doreen ‘69 (Dahl), Sister Carlie Diaz ‘97, Grandma Audrey 
Dahl, long time friend and partner Jessica Kaeser as well as numerous aunts, 
uncles, cousins and friends.
 His family is planning a celebration of Joe’s life for July 23, 2011, in Ranier, MN. 

CLASS OF 1940 - JACK EUGENE MURRAY, of International Falls, MN, died on 
Tuesday, June  28th at his home. He was born on July 28, 1921, to Patrick and 

Alice Murray.  Jack was born and raised two blocks from his current home. 
 As a youth growing up here in the Falls, he took up boxing and became a Gold-
en Gloves amateur champion. Jack was undefeated in his short professional 
career as a featherweight boxer.   He enlisted in the armed forces in July 1942. 
He initially went to technician school and became a Tech Sgt.  His other skills, 
however,  placed him in a torpedo bomber as a turret gunner for the remainder 
of his enlistment until November 1945. 
 Jack married Donna Mohs shortly after he returned home from the military.  
His dad “set him up,” as Jack’s dad, Patrick,  knew  Donna. The rest is,  as they 
say “history!”  They raised eight children. 
 Jack worked at Mando/Boise Cascade his entire civilan career and retired as a 
supervisor in 1985.   He was a VFW  member from 1945 on--65+ years. He 
was honored for his heroism in his military  career, receiving eight flying med-
als and two others (unidentifed).  He took a great deal of pride and enjoyment in 
attending his Marine Corp unit reunions each fall, beginning around 1983 and 
continuing right up until last year. Jack and Donna traveled all over the world--
sometimes taking family to meet with the comrades and their families. Jack was 
an honorary life member of the Knights of  Columbus. 
 Jack LOVED International Falls.  From his early roots to present day, he con-
tinued to be an advocate and supporter of his home town. He served on numer-
ous community boards and various regional and state committees representing 
small towns and International Falls, specifically.  His dedicated service to the 
city spanned 28 years from 1972 to 2000 with 14 years as city councilman and 
then 14 years as Mayor of the “Icebox of the Nation.”
His trademark lapel button is what most people can remember about Jack.   He 
enjoyed his time on the board of the  Bronko Nagurski Museum and his part 
in making it a reality.   In his later years, especially after the death of his lovely 
wife Donna, Jack attended daily mass at St. Thomas Catholic Church and grew 
in his relationship with our Lord. He enjoyed his many years as an usher at St. 
Thomas as well. 
 He was preceded in death by his wife Donna, a son Thomas, daughter Mary, 
grandson Tyler, his parents and one brother, Robert ‘48.   
 Survivors include 24 grandchildren, 21 great grandchildren, sisters IRIS (“Too-
tie”) MC MANUS ‘43,  and MAVIS MATER ‘38; brother, BILL ‘45 ; children, Patty 
Murray Christensen  ‘66, Grand   Rapids,  MN, daughter-in-law Joan (Tom) Mur-
ray, Jim ‘71 (Linda) Murray,  Dimes, CA, John ‘72 (Bev) Murray of Thornton,CO, 
Terry  ‘74 Murray,  Int’l. Falls,  Ron (Mary) Murray of Staples, MN, Catherine  
(Dan)  Barrerio of Victoria, MN, David ‘85  (Rayetta) Murray of Osseo, MN as 
well as extended family of LaVonne Murray and “Buzz” Christensen. 
The mass of the resurrection was held July 2nd, 2011,  at St. Thomas Catholic 
Church.   Interment was at St. Thomas Catholic Cemetery.   Memorials preferred 
to St. Thomas Catholic School or  Church.  

CLASS OF 1948 - ALBERT ‘SWEDE’ ERICKSON  81, passed away last 
summer, on June 12, 2010.  He was born in Superior, WI, in July 1928.  He is 
described with many adjectives as being a very special husband, father and 
grandfather.   Swede was Supt. of Buildings and Grounds at Rainy River Com-
munity College for 25 years.  He fished year round, did some guiding on Rainy 
Lake, also hunted in season and was great company--good sense  of humor.  
He is survived by his wife MARLENE (BORG ‘51) and their four children:  DALE 
‘75, TAMII ‘76, SUSIE ‘80 and JIM  ‘81.  Their father instilled the love  of the out-
doors in his children  and the  six grandchildren.  His wife, Marlene, worked with 
the US Customs and is retired.  Also surviving “Swede” is his sister, RUTH ANN 
HERBERG ‘60 and her husband Herb.   Services were held at First Lutheran.  
(My apologies on the tardiness of this obituary as I was at FHS with both of 
them...and try not to have this happen.)

 ~ FinAl FArEwEll cont’d  ~

FOrGETTEr BE FOrGOTTEn ???
My forgetter’s getting better,
But my rememberer is broke.
To you that may seem funny
But, to me, that is no joke. 

For when I’m “here” I’m wondering
If I really should be ‘there”

And, when I try to think it through,

I haven’t got a prayer!
 Often times I walk into a room,

Say, ‘What am I here for?”
I wrack my brain, but all in vain!

A zero, is my score.
 At times I put something away

Where it is safe, but, Gee!

The person it is safest from
Is generally, ME!

 When shopping I may see someone, 
Say “HI” and have a chat,

Then, when the person walks away
I ask myself, 

“Who the heck was that?”

 Yes, my forgetter’s getting better
While my rememberer is broke,
And it’s driving me plumb crazy

And that isn’t any joke.
 

CAN YOU RELATE?? 

Final Farewell Continued from Page 18
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RIZZO’S SHOE SHOP sponsored this softball team in about 1952.  Back row:  Harold Plank, Max Brindos, Leonard Milette, ????, Sam Holenko and John O’Brien.  
Front row:  “Red” Green, ????, John Lheureux, ????, Frank Papilon.  ‘twas good entertainment then....as well as “now” with the “coed teams!”

For the 33rd  year, The Rainy Lake Community Orchestra is offering an oppor-
tunity for youth and adults to participate in a free Summer String Workshop to be 
held August 14 through 19, 2011, at the Ranier Community Building. 

Visiting professional musicians from the United States and Canada will share 
their experience and expertise with lessons, instruction and conducting. Area 
musicians of all ages and abilities are welcome and encouraged to attend the 
workshop to have the opportunity to improve their skills, and rehearse and per-
form symphony orchestra music. 

Private and group lessons, quartets and ensembles, Youth Orchestra and 
Adult Orchestra will be offered. The lessons and small groups are scheduled 
according to skill level and available free time. In addition, a recital by some of 
these groups has been presented in the Community Building in past years. The 
orchestra has also played on the Ranier Boardwalk during the Ranier Festival. 
The members anticipate repeating these activities this summer.

The Rainy Lake Sinfonia (Youth) rehearses at 4:00 p.m. and the Rainy Lake 
Orchestra (Adults/Advanced) at 5:30 p.m. each day, Sunday through Thursday. 

Young students who are able to play advanced musical literature are also wel-
come to play with the adults; beginning adult students are welcome to play with 
the youth. A concert, free and open to the public, will be presented on Friday 
(Aug. 19) at 7:00 p.m. in the Ranier Community Building.

This activity has been funded in part by the Minnesota arts and cultural heri-
tage fund as appropriated by the Minnesota State Legislature with money from 
the vote of the people of Minnesota on November 4, 2008, and an appropriation 
from the Minnesota State Legislature. 

The workshop is sponsored by the Rainy Lake Community Orchestra, the City 
of Ranier and various Friends of the Orchestra. In the past, the orchestra has 
also received Rural and Community Art grants from the Arrowhead Regional 
Arts Council.

Registration for the workshop is not required; interested musicians may come 
to the fi rst rehearsals in Ranier on Sunday, August 14.  All activities during the 
week are free. For more information, contact John Faith, 286-3281, Marcia 
Bringedahl, 286-3318 or Jane Barthell, 283-9567.

rainy lake Community Orchestra

  Robert Alan Scholler ‘90, son of JUNE KIRVAN ‘60 and BOB SCHOLLER ‘60,  
completed his doctorate in health education at  A. T. Still University in Missouri 
this month.
  In April, he received the “Above and Beyond Humanitarian Award” from the 
college for demonstrating special caring, compassion, and support for other per-
sons or groups and dedication to compassionately serving his local community.  
It also mentioned him as “staying true to his heart and going as it leads to care 
for others.” 
  He has fulfi lled requirements to teach health education as a professor at the 
doctorate level.  The title  of his dissertation was “Heart-Healthy Phytomedicines 

(Herbs).”  His research was based on information from the Mayo Clinic.
  Upon earning his doctorate, Bob is teaching complementary and alternative 
medicine at Scholler School of Natural  HealthCare at Backus Community Cen-
ter, 900 Fifth Street, Suite 212.
  Scholler graduated from the licensed practical nurse program at Rainy River 
Community College and his associate degree at Hibbing Community College.  
His bachelor’s and master’s degrees are from Ellis College, NY Institute of 
Technology, where he was awarded a scholarship for outstanding grades and 
achievement. 

Scholler Earns Doctorate of naturopathy

Answer from p15 to  HOW OLD is Grandpa? THIS MAN WOULD BE ONLY 59 YEARS OLD!
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Attention Alumni
Lodging rates and online booking for 

class or family reunions 
for Tara’s Wharf available at www.

RainyLakeInn.com

lOOK FOr 
imPOrTAnT 

inFOrmATiOn
On YOur Alumni 

nEwS mAilinG 
lABEl!

If your label reads “PAY 
DATE?” or “NOT PAID,” 

this will be your fi nal issue of 
The Alumni News. 

Re-subscribe with the coupon 
on the inside back cover of 

this newsletter.Pictured left to right - Pat Donahue, Patty Eklund, Diane Hams Stenberg, Cheryl Paquin Couture, Marlys Aasen Stansbury, 
Kathy Weir Tornes, Doris Braaten Porter, and Sharon Swenson Cullen.

Classmates of the class of ‘64 getting together for lunch in 
Chandler, AZ  February, 2011

Student scholarships to sum-
mer music camp have been 
announced by Tuesday Musi-
cale.  Because of the support 
and generous contributions of 
the Borderland community -- 
businesses, individuals, previ-
ous scholarship recipients and 
members --  the club was able 
to award seven full scholarships 
to area music students. Recipi-
ents are:

Falls High School: Cory Net-
land, trumpet; Madison Foss, 
fl ute; Michelle Batchelder, vocal; 
Taylor Hebner, clarinet; and 
Hannah Kruse, piano.

Indus High School: Sofi a 
Olesen, percussion.  Littlefork/
Big Falls High School: Abby 
Thompson, vocal. Nellya Simutkin, 
Littlefork-Big Falls High School 
was also awarded a scholar-
ship for piano, but she is un-
able to attend.  Cory, Madison, 
Michelle, Taylor, Sofi a and Abby 
will attend the University of 
Minnesota/Duluth music camp. 
Hannah will attend piano camp 
at North Central University in 
Minneapolis.  The North Shore 
Summer Music Experience, on 

the campus of the University of 
Minnesota-Duluth, June 19 - 25, 
offers Band/Jazz Band, Choral, 
String and Piano Camps.  Dr. 
Mark Whitlock is director.   North 
Central University hosts The 
Music and Worship Institute, 
held on campus, from June 19 
– 24.  Jeff  Kerr is director.  The 
music camps provide an op-
portunity for students to play or 
sing in large groups and small 
ensembles. In addition, they 
receive private instruction from 
the music faculty. Concerts and 
recitals are presented at the 
close of the camps and are open 
to the public.   

Scholarship recipients will 
perform in Backus Auditorium at 
the 3rd Annual Borderland Musical 
Showcase during the 2011-2012 
school year early in 2012. This 
concert will also showcase pre-
vious scholarship recipients and 
other music students from the 
Borderland area. The recital will 
be open to the public.

Tuesday Musicale has been 
giving music awards since the 
club was organized in 1934. 
For 30 years, the Arion Award was 

presented to the 
outstanding music 
student at Falls 
High School. In 
1964, the club 
began awarding 
scholarships to 
summer music 
camp. To date, 
over 185 students 
have been re-
cipients of these 
scholarships. 

Committee 
members from 
Tuesday Musicale 
are Margarete 
Kostiuk,  Mona 
Johnson, Sharalyn 
Schaak, Marcia 
Bringedahl, and 
Sarah Antanies. They 
state that the musical 
talent of students in the area is outstand-
ing.   Selection of recipients is very diffi cult, 
but is a most rewarding experience.  The 
audition committee was assisted by music 
instructors Donna Belanger and Elizabeth 
Standberg, Falls High School; Nicholas 
Strandberg, Indus School, and Aron Boh-
nert,  Littlefork-Big Falls High School.

TuESDAY muSiCAlE AwArDS SEVEn SCHOlArSHiPS TO SummEr muSiC CAmP

Cory Netland

Madison Foss

Michelle Batchelder

Taylor Hebner

Hannah Kruse

Sofi a Olesen

Abby Thompson

Nellya Simutkin
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(Editor’s note:  This 
article was written by 
MARKKI  LE BLANC, A 
MEMBER OF THE FHS 
BAND,  WHO MADE 
THE TRIP TO SEATTLE, 
WA, IN MARCH.   SHE 
SHARES THIS WITH 
ALL OF YOU.  js)

 “Our band went with 
two other bands--those 
from Ely, MN, and Port 
Wing, WI.  First of all, for 
those who have never 
been on a train, it was 
an experience that we 
will never forget.  We got 
on the train late at night 
so some of us were tired 
and went to bed and some went to the observation car.  We were on the train the 
whole next day and part of the one thereafter.  We went through the mountains, 
which if you have never been through the mountains, you should do it.  It was 
breath taking for me!  We got as far as Everett, WA, by train and then we were 
informed 
that there 
was a 
mudslide 
and we 
couldn’t 
go any 
further.  
So, we 
were 
bused into 
Seattle.  
Thus, we 
kind of got 
a tour of 
Seattle by 
our bus 
driver--
which was not on the agenda!

 Our fi rst day in Seattle consisted of Pike’s Place Market and GameWorks.  
Pike’s was a big market full of everything  you could imagine.  There were 
clothes, food, music and gifts.  Then after the hotel that afternoon we got to 
enjoy an arcade and pizza party with our new friends from Ely and Port Wing.  
It wasn’t just a trip of site seeing for our bands.  We also had a person from the 
University of Washington direct us and she told us how we could get better.

 Throughout the next few days, we did an Underground Tour of Seattle, which 
when you are down there, you are actually on the fi rst level of Seattle because 
the Seattle you actually see was built on top of the original one!  We also ate at 
a restaurant  called Buca Di Beppo where we were served a huge meal.  It was 
really good and you never got bored when you were in there because the walls 
were covered with pictures.  We went to the Pacifi c Science Center and took a 
tour of the Boeing Plant.  It’s interesting learning about the planes they make.

 We “Rode the Ducks,” which is a tour of Seattle with an entertaining tour 
guide, around Seattle on land and water!  After they get done with the land tour, 
the Duck turns into a boat while you are in it and you get a tour of Seattle in the 
water!

 We did eat at the Hard Rock Cafe which was interesting.  We were able to 
vote for songs to play right from our table.  One of our chaperones wanted us 
to make new friends so she suggested we sit with people we did not know from 
one of the other schools in our group.  While eating here was one place where 

I met  new people and 
friends.   We also got to 
enjoy the Seattle Sym-
phony.  I liked going to 
this because where we 
live we don’t really get 
the opportunity to see 
and listen to something 
like this symphony.

 What would a Seattle 
Trip be like if  you didn’t 
see the Space Needle?   
Well, the last day we 
were there,  before we 
got on the train to go 
home, we went to the 
Space Needle.  We went 
to the top and since the 
weather wasn’t bad, we 

were able to go outside while up there,  walk about and look at the city.  It was 
an experience!

 I’ve told you about all the fun things.  What’s a trip if something doesn’t go 
wrong?   Well--it didn’t rain much while we were there, so what else could go 
wrong, you ask?  We got to the train station an hour or so early like we were 
supposed to and after waiting a little bit we were supposed to depart Seattle 
at 4:40 p.m. Pacifi c Time.     Only we were told we’d have to wait until around 6 
p.m. to board the train because it was delayed.  “Thinking--only an hour and a 
half to wait’  we would fi nd stuff to do.  So--we did “stuff” like read, play cards, do 
our homeowrk  (because it was due the day after we got back), snack, talk, take 
pictures with our friends and sleep. 

 Well, when it got to 6 p.m., we were all pretty hungry and then we were told 
we would have to wait a few more hours.   They ended up feeding us Subways 
(we traded chips or cookies if we didn’t get the kind we wanted)!  Around 9 p.m. 
we were told there were buses here to take us to Everett, WA, so we could get 
on our train.  Due to the dozen to two dozen mudslides that happened over the 
tracks we had to go over, we had to get on the train at a different place.  Well, 
when we got to Everett and were told we were delayed another hour--we played 
games and talked.  We all cheered when the train fi nallly came!  (We were 
happy it was fi nally there, but then sad that we  had to go back home.)

 People say it rains a lot in Seattle, but while we were there, it didn’t rain that 
much.  I 
guess 
we were 
just 
lucky.  It 
was an 
experi-
ence for 
all of us 
and we 
actually 
learned 
what 
some 
real 
home-
less 
people 
are like 
in the 
city,  I’m sure it was a trip the band will never forget.   We’d like to thank our band 
director, Ms. Belanger, the Ely band director, and the Port Wing band director, for 
helping us get there and do the stuff we did.   Thank you again!”

THIS YEAR--2011--THE MONTH OF JULY HAS:  FIVE FRIDAYS, FIVE SATURDAYS, AND FIVE SUNDAYS.  “Apparently, this happens once every 823 years.”

FHS BAnD,  wHO mADE THE TriP TO SEATTlE, wA, in mArCH
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send your $10 donation to:

Please note: issue #62 is started 
and is in need of contributions! 

Deadline: September 15, 2011
 - earlier even better!

Send information to: Alumni newspaper
P.O. Box 933, int’l Falls, mn 56649

or email: janet.schultheis@yahoo.com
Thanks, janet

SnOwBirD?  
Winter Address: __________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Date at this address: ______________________

Alumni nEwSPAPEr
SuBSCriPTiOnS & rEnEwAlS



PAGE 24 — FHS Alumni nEwSPAPEr - #61 - julY 2011

FHS Alumni Association
Box 933 - Home of the Broncos
international Falls, mn 56649-0933

miD julY 2011 #61

rETurn SErViCE rEQuESTED

non-Profi t Org.
u.S. POSTAGE

PAiD
int’l Falls, mn 56649

PErmiT nO. 67

NEWS AND pHOTOS FOR ISSUE #62 
SHOULD BE IN BY SEpTEMBER 15

(EARLIER EVEN BETTER!)
ESpECIALLY CLASS REUNION GATHERINGS

Falls High School Lettermen - Classes of 1948, 1949, 1950, 1951  - Front row: Coach Andy Droen, Bill Smerika, Bob Murray, Robert “Cubby” Johnson, Art 
Mongrain, Pinky Dunbar - All Seniors - Class of 1948. Middle row: Steve Leolich ‘50, Bill Weum ‘48, Jerry Knapp ‘49, Dick Dobbs ‘ 48, Jim Gordon ‘48, Ron Larson 
‘48.   Back row: Leo Mongrain ‘49, Keith Price ‘51, Duane Bangen ‘49, Joe Soboleski ‘48, Jim Howard ‘48, Art Olson ‘49, Wally Herman ‘49, Leo Toninato ‘50.


