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Cornerstones by Karen Shickell

News from the Falls Education Foundation
SPRING GRANTS
You can’t turn on the TV or open a newspaper or magazine without seeing news about our hard economic times. Along with most
non-profit organizations, The Falls Education Foundation has been
concerned about the impact the current economy would have on our
ability to continue our mission. It is our donors that make it possible
for us to make the grants that “support academic achievement in
District #361.”
Despite tough times, the Foundation was able to award $7,723.84
in grants to the staff of District #361 this spring, benefiting our
students’ academic pursuits in many creative ways. The notes we
receive from the grant recipients let us know how much it means to
the students in our classrooms to have this support.
The grant money is often used to provide for the “extras” that enhance educational experiences. But when school budgets are
tightened and cuts are made, we find the funds being used for basic
classroom necessities, to maintain projects and programs that might
otherwise go by the wayside. For a complete list of spring grants,
turn to page two. Also found on page two are the lists of donors
that help make these grants possible.
PURPLE PRIDE
The Purple Pride Fund will be holding its annual Golf Tournament
event on August 14th at the Falls Country Club. This is THE major
fundraising event for Purple Pride, the group that supports extraand co-curricular activities at FHS. Everyone always has a great
time, whether golf is your game or not. In addition to a fun day on
the links, there will be prizes, a silent auction and a light supper
included.
Any business or individual can participate by golfing that day, or by
sponsoring a team and/or hole for the event. For $500, the best
bargain for both fun and fundraising is to golf AND sponsor a hole!
To just sponsor a hole is $300, and a 4-member team may golf for
$300. If you’d like to sign up, or get more information, please contact Bill Mason at FHS , 283-2571, x138.
THANK YOU
As always, you may honor your friends and loved ones by supporting FEF and PPF. Coupons for making donations are located on
the inside back cover of this newsletter, and will be listed in the next
newsletter. We appreciate your support.

FRED HENDEE’S ESTATE LEAVES $650,000
TO THE RRCC FOUNDATION
Many of you readers had Mr. Hendee as your 11th grade American History teacher. He and his wife, Mildred, were married in
Leon, Iowa, in 1941, and were attracted to the “rustic recreational
northland” and came to the Falls in 1945 where he would end up
spending his whole career--retiring in 1976.
Their only child, was born in 1949. Tragedy struck 15
years later, in 1964. When golfing together, a favorite pastime,
“Freddie” suffered a cerebral assault followed by a second ruptured aneurysm leaving him paralyzed on one side and unable
to speak. Life was never the same for this family and the only
child they had. They spent the rest of their lives caring for him.
In 1995 the whole family was admitted to the Littlefork Nursing
Home but other plans were made. But Fred died in 2003 at the
age of 89 and Freddie of cancer in 2007 at the age of 58 in the
Falls Memorial Hospital.
This gift will aid many. Mr. Hendee was a member of a
Falls Investment Club for years. He was also the son of an Iowa
banker. The story in the Daily Journal was loaded with pictures
as photography was Fred’s hobby. I have purchased ten copies
of this issue for 75 cents each and for $1 will mail them to those
interested. Out of fairness of delivery, I will wait two weeks to
give some of you who live further away than Orr a chance.

Inside:

The Kelly Flats....................................................... Pg. 3
Navy Chief Corey Ketola........................................ Pg. 6
Dr. and Mrs. Aufderheide......................................Pg. 17
Looking Back Again by Hal Mirka........................ Pg. 23
“Son of a Gamblin’ Man”...................................... Pg. 26
FHS Choir Trip to New York................................. Pg. 27
Lots of Reunion Notices, Take a Look
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DONATIONS TO THE FALLS EDUCATION
FOUNDATION FEBRUARY-MAY 2009
IN MEMORY OF:

Bill Schlafge - Beatrice Rieder, The Class of 1954, Janet Schultheis & Family
John (“Jack”) Walls - Dona Kalar
Robert & Mary McPherson - Patrica Bute
Jack Ojala - Darrell Schmidt, Peggy Hanson,
Tony Mueller - Mary Ojala
Art Holmstrom - Candace Haugtvedt
Leslie McKeen - Les & Diane Walkoviak
Ken Dobie - Jody Hamilton
Mother of Gail Nevalainen - Jody Hamilton
Beverly Holenko - Keith Sutherland, Karla Senske
Russell Hanover - Mary Aufderheide
Robert L. Darvell & Edward F. Darvell - Rusti Ruth
Erna Mae Meyers - Stephanie Mannausau, Julie Mannausau
Tim Clarity - Faye Foss
Bill & Mabel Borden - Janet Roesler
Cal Davis, Jim Crotty and Class of 43 Classmates - Helen Valentine
Dee Hustad - Betty Boquist, Tom & Dixie Worth
Colleen Gray - Terri Trickel
Harriette Kaiser; mother of Sue Nordquist - Bob & Donna Frederickson
Irv Anderson - Jim Jerome
Marty Gordon - John Turenne
Nancy Nash - John & Karen Wilson
Mary Walls - John & Karen Wilson
In Memory of Russell Johnson from: Mary & Craig Moe, Virginia & Howard
Milette, Kathy & Gordon Dault, Lori & Jim Lyman, Liz & Steve Johnson, Betty &
Alfred Boquist, Janice Berg, and Barbara Carpenter. “Russell enjoyed working
for the Falls School District. He also loved the children and showed love to the
Special Ed kids who have remembered him as well.”

IN HONOR OF:

Sue Nordquist’s Retirement - Donna Erickson
Red & Janet Schultheis 6th Anniversary - Stuart & Sue Nordquist
Kay Herman’s Birthday - THE BIRTHDAY CLUB

DONATIONS:

Bill and Marvel Blais
Darlene LeMoine Richards and Janet Larson Schultheis

PURPLE PRIDE FUND - IN MEMORY OF:
Lanny Orvalla from Poncho & Judy Krantz
(Correction of error in Issue #53)

CLASS OF 1969 OUR 40TH
REUNION HAS
ARRIVED!
Be at
Sha Sha at 6 p.m. AUGUST 8TH - “Ready to Party!”
RSVP: dondavison@earthlink.net or
karsniam@frontiernet.net

Falls Education Foundation Spring 2009 Grant Requests
WEST END ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

PRESCHOOL – ECFE/SCHOOL READINESS
Headphone jackbox rack; Math discoveries Kit........................................301.88
Grade 1 - The Trait Crate, writing activities..................................................125.00
Grade 1 - Small group reading activity supplies......................................... 106.32
Grade 1 - Math/Reading activity supplies......................................................76.53
Grades 1 – 2, TITLE 1 - Phonemic awareness/Word family activities &
manipulatives.............................................................................................206.71
Grades 1-2, LIBRARY - Accelerated Reader books and quizzes................202.89
Grades 1-2, SPECIAL ED - Listening comprehension activity kit..................58.00
Grades K – 2, ESL - Picture word phonics and puzzles..............................245.31
Grade 2 - 4 mobile book carts......................................................................779.20
Grade 2 - Videos; writing prompts...........................................................................
TOTAL.................................................................................................. $ 2,185.79

FALLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Grades 3 – 6, MUSIC - Music Express magazine, classroom set.............. 335.00
Grade K, 3-6, SPECIAL ED - Intervention reading materials and games...............
APPROVED $400.00........................................................................... (813.72)
Grade K, 3-6, SPECIAL ED
Instructional games for social and academic skills; art supplies.............. 416.92
Grade K, 3-6, LIBRARY - Books: new titles in popular series;
new subject areas.....................................................................................400.60
Grade 6, NURSE - Puberty education DVD.................................................. 87.95
Kindergarten - 4 rhyming sounds teaching tubs......................................... 275.80
Grade 3 - Math manipulatives...................................................................... 169.81
Grade 4 - Book titles for student-led book clubs; playground balls............. 230.32
Grade 4 - White boards; fraction circles and squares................................. 322.25
Grade 5 - 32 copies of When Eagles Falls, by Mary Casanova.................. 527.68
Grade 6 - MN Booklet, block printing supplies.............................................238.65
TOTAL.................................................................................................... $ 3,818.70

FALLS HIGH SCHOOL

LIBRARY - 34 books for college-bound readers..........................................502.32
Grades 9 - 12, ENGLISH
Teaching materials for Shakespeare unit..................................................220.43
Grades 7 - 12, P.E.
2 recumbent exercise bikes APPROVED $450.00..............................................
(any amount will help) .................................................................. (*899.98)
Grades 7 - 12 MUSIC - “This is Me” sheet music & CD............................... 124.99
Grade 10, BIOLOGY - 15 large calipers...................................................... 305.25
Grades 11 – 12, ANATOMY - 10 extra-large dissection trays...................... 247.50
COMMUNITY EDUCATION - 1 scholarship for Camp Invention.................205.00
Grades 9-12, SPANISH - TPRS Reading and Writing activities,
level 2; grammar DVDs............................................................................. 307.90
TOTAL ................................................................................................... $ 2813.37
TOTAL REQUESTS (including full funding of ALL requests)................. $ 8,817.86
PROPOSED GRANTS = $ 7,954.16
IN MEMORY OF OUR FRIEND, RICHARD, “DICK” PHILLIPS, a donation was
made to the HS BAND to take their trip to New York City in March. He would
have wanted the band to go on this trip. Diane ‘61 and Peter LaGoo ‘57.
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tHE KEllY FlAtS

by Myrle Soloman Erlich ‘45
The Kelly Flats were upper-economic living in International Falls during the
mid-1930’s. They rented for $55 a month, due on the first.
The Flats were a gray-wooden-four-plex, located on the corner of Fourth Avenue and Sixth Street. Each apartment had a living room, dining room, kitchen
and two bedrooms, with a bathroom in between. The comfy front porch was
a mosquito-free haven during the summer and a place to shed snowsuits and
overshoes during the ten months of winter.
The Flats were named after Mr. Kelly, one of the few black people who
lived in the Falls during those years. He had migrated from the West Indies to
Winnipeg, Canada, and eventually came to the United States. Why he chose
International Falls would be the subject of another tale--if I only knew. Mr. Kelly
saved his money from his job in the paper mill. An entrepreneur, he invested in
real estate.
On sunday, when mama baked her delicious bread and rolls, Mr. Kelly
always got a loaf. This same crusty warm bread, oozing with butter brought happiness to my tummy, too.
Mr. Kelly was the very best as a landlord. He always repaired the leaky
faucet or crack in the wall immediately. The lawn was always kept clipped and
green. And he didn’t fuss when we buried our dead goldfish and birds by the
garage.
Clubs were all the rage. However, our Kelly Flats Gang didn’t have one.
We knew we needed one because JACK ARMSTRONG, THE ALL AMERICAN
BOY and LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE said so in their daily radio episodes. Our
gang needed the secret password, the secret code, the secret meeting places,
and most of all, something to do during the long summer vacation’s hours.
Early one Tuesday morning, in the middle of June, Deloris got the gang
together.
“O.K. now,” she said, “you all sit still and listen!” Deloris was very tall and
very solid. We did as she said.
Beverly, Shirley, Freddie, Skeezix and I saw in rows on the back steps leading to the cellar under the Kelly Flats.
We all know Mr. Kelly had a wife, ‘cause he has a son, but has anyone here
ever seen Mrs. Kelly?” Deloris continued.
start silence. We mouthed, “No”
deloris looked smugly at us, “I just happen to know where she is!”
We stared at her. “Where?” Shirley asked.
Deloris nodded wisely and quietly said, “Buried under the cellar floor.”
“Uh-h,” we shuddered at the thought.
“Yup,” Deloris giggled, “he killed her with a butcher knife and buried her at
midnight. Have you ever noticed that spot, near the drain in the cellar that’s

always wet-lookin’?”
I solemnly nodded, “Yes.” I had just been down in the cellar with our hired
girl, as she did the wash. I had noticed the wet spot.
“O.K.,” Deloris went on, “in order to get into our club, you have to go all the
way through the cellar, without the light on, and come out the front stairs. ANd
you have to go by YOURSELF!”
Beverly cringed, “I don’t want to get into your dumb club.”
“Neither do I,” said Freddie. “I do,” said Shirley and Skeezix. “How about
you, Myrle?”
Oh, what a problem. I was scared to death to go into that big cellar alone,
but I desperately wanted to join the club. I debated a few minutes and then, with
a flair of bravado, said, “Sure, why not?”
Deloris grinned. “As long as you are the smallest, why don’t you go first?”
I stood up trembling and walked down the ten steps to the cellar door. I
lifted the latch and the door hinges screeched. It was pitch black in there. I
stood for a few minutes, hoping my eyes would adjust to the minimal light coming in through the dusty basement windows. I figured I could run, but with the
darkness, I knew I would have to walk carefully. I was scared.
Fifteen steps and I was next to the storage lockers. Straight ahead stood the
wash tubs and on the floor--the STAIN--signifying where poor, old Mrs. Kelly was
buried. No other way. I had to walk right over Mrs. Kelly’s corpse. I took a deep
breath. I could see the outline of the wash tubs coming closer. Five more steps
and I was right on top of Mrs. Kelly’s tomb.
suddenly the door of one of the storage lockers opened! A tall, menancing
figure emerged.
“Myrlie, what are you doing?”
I shrieked and leaped and ran to the opposite side of the vault. The door to
the stairway was open. My short sturdy legs pounded up the steps. My chums
were waiting for me. They looked scared, too.
“Golly, what happened?”
“I saw---,” I gulped.
“Me!” Mr. Kelly had a big smile.
“Sorry, I gave the little gal a scare.”
“Oh, you didn’t scare Me,” I blubbered.
“I knew it was you all the time.”
Shirley and Skeezix took turns going through the cellar. We all got to be
members of the Kelly Flats Club.
(Mrs. Kelly was not murdered and buried in the cellar. she had died of natural causes and had been properly buried in the Falls Memorial Cemetery.)
I must confess, I still don’t like goin’ down in the cellar by myself!

ClASS oF 1969 - our 40tH
rEunion HAS ArriVED!

we are still taking entries for the
2009 BASS tournAmEnt
to be held
AuGuSt 27, 28, 29, 2009
wwwifallsbass.com
~ Gary Potter

Be at Sha Sha at 6 p.m. - AUGUST 8TH - “Ready to Party!”
RSVP: dondavison@earthlink.net or karsniam@frontiernet.net

First lutheran Church
100 Year Anniversary Celebration
july 11 & 12, 2009
Mark your calendars and invite
friends & family from out of
town to join the fun!

CLASS OF 1952

ClASS oF 1969 - our 40tH
Be at ShaSha
- 4pm
rEunion
HAS ArriVED!

Be at Sha Sha at 6 p.m. - AUGUST 8TH - “Ready to Party!”
RSVP: dondavison@earthlink.net or karsniam@frontiernet.net

July 6, 2009
Bring Pictures!!
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BALLAD OF THE FOGGY FIVE

(This is truly historical with facts at the end.)

No, no charges of conflict from those then alive.

Listen my friends while you’re still alive
To the heroic deeds of “The Foggy Five.”
Though others predicted the City League cellar,
They failed to reckon with these lads of valor.

“B” League on Monday and on Wednesday League “A.”
The divisions compared like night does to day.
The Five played their season in Division “B”
While Falls Creamery in “A” was something to see.

They were boys among men in the year ‘56
Their chances to win were just about nix.
Could they complete with the hairy chest Braatens
When in two months Foggy one chin hair had gotten?

Larry and Fud, Falls athletes of fame,
Led the Falls Creamery in game after game.
Fud, who shared the name Elmer with Bugs Bunny’s
friend,
Had led the Falls Broncos until his career end.

Swanny was short but so full of fire.
Opponents, beware of raising his ire.
They did so too often that ‘56 season
We called him George Mikan for obvious reason.

These brothers Braaten were extremely tough.
They grew up in Holler where you had to be rough.
In baseball, unbeatable was their “Trotting Nine.”
No kids in town could match play so fine.

Big Swede was a force with whom to be reckoned.
He was ready to play when challenged and beckoned.
A bucket from him was all it would take
The back of a “B” League opponent to break.

They went on to the Mandos and continued to play.
Both hit from the left and were Mando mainstays.
Against these men were pitted the boys of the Five,
The playoffs had left them the two teams alive.

Reuben could jump, was strong and in shape.
He was fresh to the game for from Canada he came.
Hd gave not any quarter, though experience he lack,
In order to stop him they would jump on his back.

It would be no contest the old timers were sure.
Why play at all? The Creamery’s record was pure.
“A” against “B”--it should not be done,
It would spoil lad’s season, not be any fun.

Jimmy Holenko was a good friend to know
His mind on the object, nothing for show.
He hustled and sweated and gave it his all,
Seldom, if ever, did he throw ‘way the ball.

All day in school of the game they did think.
Mouths dry and nervous they longed for a drink.
And after the game a state tournament trip.
They would drive through the night 300 miles to zip.

Jim Thomas was tall, had spectacles and brains.
He held his position and pulled in the reins.
He looked sort of sleepy so the more the surprise
When opponents found shots batted back in their eyes.
The team was much strengthened by the addition of Caple
Ron joined in mid-season, all were glad he was able.
No one was stronger or had any more hustle
On defense quite often the ball he would rustle.
The heart of our team was young Mr. Bateman
By all so well liked there were none who did hate him.
His set shot was deadly if given some room
He moved with slow grace rather than zoom.
City League action happened two nights a week.
I was the ref for two bucks did I seek.
I was also the coach of the Foggy Five--

Adrenalin flowed as the Five took the floor.
The Braatens looked ready--let’s head for the door.
No! that was not what the Foggy Five wanted-They were ready to play and face all odds undaunted.
Falls Creamery lay back and let Foggy fire.
He hit three in a row and what else should transpire-Fud’s patented jump shot was not going in.
Reuben was rebounding along with Swede and Big Jim.
Caple and Swanny were stealing the ball,
Jimmy Holenko was hustling just as were all.
They built up a lead, these boys against men.
Their confidence growing with each shot that went in.
Falls Creamery called time to settle themselves down.
“The surprise is all over,” thought each one in town.

“The kids can forget it, it’s all over now,
The five will be lucky to get their hands on the ball.”
When the first half was ended still the Foggy Five led,
Though agreement was general, the Creamery would
soon move ahead.
That the final buzzer would bring a close to a rout.
They would show Foggy’s Five what the game was about.
They failed to reckon with two factors we mention:
The desire of the lads and the demon dissension.
The Braatens were brothers and when working together
Could beat nearly anyone no matter the weather.
This time their frustration was turned on each other-Not on their opponents, but brother on brother.
Just when it seemed they would carry the day
A mistake or a steal and cross words they would say.
Their feelings grew bitter, they got rather mad.
The Foggy Five, valiant heroes, played with all that they
had.
Their spirits were strengthened as the brothers did blow,
They knew they could beat them if they kept on the go.
When the buzzer then sounded the end of the game,
The Foggy Five were champions and were given the
name.
They picked up their trophy as glad as could be
And left old Falls High School the clear night to see.
So, that is the story to these lads now grown men
And the City League title, which thus they did win.
Though others predicted the City League cellar,
They failed to reckon that these lads had valor.
--Coach Phil Johnson ‘56
Players: Falls Creamery “A” League - Larry Braaten ‘53,
Elmer Braaten ‘55, Reuben Olson ‘56, David Swanson
‘56, and Dick Sundberg ‘56. Foggy Five “B” League - All
members of the Class of ‘56 -David Bateman, Ron Caple,
Jimmy Holenko, David Swanson, and Jim Thomas.
(Phil wrote this over 50 years ago and finally decided
to let me “see it” and I’m sure most of you readers can
relate to the circumstances--and the Braaten Brothers can
smile now, too.)

Summer Events at Backus:
First Thursday “Soup Suppers” from 4:30-7:00 PM on July 2, August 6, and September 3.
July 24 - Wine and Cheese Reception before “Rock the Border” at 7:00 PM
Local Talent Extravaganza; directed by Nancy McBride and Beckie Aitken.
August 28-29 - Arts & Crafts in the Park During the Bass Tournament
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SIXTY YEARS AGO- EARLY 1949
The Merinets Sewing Circle was
entertained at the home of Lucille Anderson. In attendance were Dorothy
Anderson, Gertrude Karlstad, Donna
Pearson, Esther Krogseng, and Martha Iraci.
In City League BB action on January 17, each game had a dominent
“high scorer.” Aldo DeMarchi, playing
for Rizzo’s, scored 21 points of the
team’s 29 to defeat the VFW by 9;
while Julius Urban paced his Mobil
Gas team with 25 points in a 51-36 win
over the “High School.” (Students?
Staff?)
Lena Fedoruk, daughter of M/M
Sam Fedoruk and Lindy Wallen were
married on Jan. 2 at the Zion Lutheran
parsonage. (Yes, they celebrated
their 60th this winter!)
Bob Micknal ‘50 and Bob Hodgdon
‘52 attended the MN Music Educator’s
Clarinet Demonstration Clinc at the U/
MN.
The engagement of Gertrude
Thydean and Nello Coran was announced in mid-January.
Eugene Sackreiter and Arthur Olson
left for Bemidji for physical exams to
enlist in the US Army.
Prices at Handy Andy Super Market
that January were: wild rice - 1/2 lb.
bag - 43 cents; pink grapefruit 10 for
39 cents; herring: pickled 43 cents,
frozen 13 cents; salt 39 cents--all by
the pound.
Polly and Bo McCormack left on a
vacation to visit their only daughter,
Betty ‘39 and her husband Ellard in
Roanoke, VA. Kermit Miller managed
McCormack’s Cafe while they were
gone.
Edith Caple was honored at a
surprise birthday dinner hosted by her
daughter/son-in-law M/M Joe Kalar.
Mary (Markowski) was honored at
a shower in the Ukrainian Hall prior
to her marriage to Jack Robb at St.
Thomas.
Archie Kangas was picked as the
first “Driver of the Week” by the Chamber of Commerce Safety Committee.
Thompson & Kendall, Inc. - local auto
agency is the sponsor.
NEW! Thayer Baby-Buggy Runners--retractable steel runners for your
baby carriage. Easy-to-operate lever
shifts steel runners to give smooth going over ice and snow, retracts to allow
use of wheels on bare streets. Now in
stock at Anderson Furniture Mart.
Rompre’s ROCKETS defeated the
MEC Thunderbolts 4-3 in an OT ses-

~ LOOKING BACK ~

sion and will play RIZZ0’S in the finals
for the midget hockey championship.
Bert Lundquist’s goal in OT decided in
favor of the Rockets. Jerry Culbertson
‘52 had scored earlier.
Dr. A. T. Banen and his bride,
Blanche (Bachinski ‘40), are at home
in the Keyes Arcade after their marriage by the mayor of Guatamala City,
Central America.
The engagement of Marguerite
Grazin to Donald Davison was announced this week (February 1949).
Caroline Jackson and Melvin Kirvan
were married in Superior, Wisc. in late
February.
Paul Constantine obligatingly handed out cigars, substituting for Herbert
Hardwig, father of a son, until he could
be summoned fromthe M.C. Longballa
logging camp 50 miles south of IFalls
on Hwy. 65. He was born at 2 a.m.
in Paul’s car as he was rushing Mrs.
Hartwig to the Littlefork Hospital.
Coca-Cola: six bottles for 25 cents,
plus deposit at Joe Bartkowski’s CocaCola Bottling Company at 200 Sixth
Street.
Off to Eveleth on February 27 were
nine FHS students who took part in the
District 27 declamation tournament:
Joyce Ryan, Mary Lou Miljonovich
Pearson, seniors; Jean Stormo, Erna
Mae Gust, and the typist of this paper,
juniors; and Mary Jean McCarthy,
Frances Beck, Shirley Thompson, and
Doris Utter, sophomores.
Lenten specials included walleyed
pike, 43 cents a pound; filleted rose
fish, 39 cents a pound caught in an
ocean; Superior (lake or “top notch?”)
herring, not frozen, 25 cents a pound.
Richard T. Fox, our weatherman,
disclosed on March 2nd that February 1949 --was the coldest since 1917
with the mercury below zero on a total
of 25 days in February. (Don’t forget,
February is our “short month” and my
guess is 1949 was not a Leap Year?
But I also know what February 2009
was like because I was home for 2+
weeks. You can only imagine what
people down here in NC had to say
when the topic came up!)
The founder of the Daily Journal, C.
B. Montgomery, died on March 3rd-the cause “terminal pneumonia.”
On sale: cotton house dresses--an
assortment of 80-square print dresses
in sizes 12-50--button and zipper
fronts--$1.67 at the Federated Store.
Mary Elinor Rydberg ‘44, (Mrs. Robert Fulmer), daughter of M/M Einar
Ryberg, was one of the women featured in the ‘News, Jobs and Futures’

column in the March issue of MADEMOISELLE. She has the distinction of
being the first woman engineer in the
U.S. Public Health Service.
Blonde, blue-eyed Norma Kolshus
‘48, our Forest Festival Queen, was
selected on March 9th as the prettiest
waitress in the state by the MN Restaurant Owners Association.
Mrs. Russell Hall entertained in
honor of her mother, Inger Klemmetsrud, who was celebrating her 86th
birthday. Co-hostess was another
daughter, Mrs. Sig Thomas. (Personally, I’m wondering as I type this--if the
musical ability of Mrs. Thomas’ four
children --Shirley O’Dell ‘42, Patricia Skones 45, David ‘53, and Jim
‘56--comes from that side of the family.
Because of the age spread while in
school and being adults in four different states, they obviously didn’t get to
perform very often--hopefully at family
reunions!) (GOOD SPOT for me to
again THANK David for all the help he
provides me by keeping our subscription list up to date and printing all the
labels four times a year. You’ll note
elsewhere in this issue, that we have
spent considerable $$$$ cleaning up
our mailing list.)
Two IF student artists were award
winners and their works exhibited in
Mpls. LUCY HAPONUK, a 7th grader
at Backus won top honors in the crayon drawing competition and JEANINE
BLAIS ‘52, a junior took a second with
a watercolor entry.
Old Man Winter is getting a “hot
foot” these days. For over a week
now, a city street department crew
has been out every day with the gailypainted steamer, putting the heat to
ice-locked sewers and catch basins.
The coal-fed steamer generates
100-pound head of steam which is fed
into a hose and shot against ice clogging the sewers?
(Anyone reading this know how long it
was used and what has replaced it?)
(Oh, dear..I don’t ever remember
hearing anything about this...nor how
we did in Rochester. Anyone? The
Yankee hockey team was faced with
a new problem as they made final
preparations to make a strong showing
at the state amateur playoffs in Rochester (in late March). A hasty check by
Coach Buck Riley shows that this ice
sheet is some 55 feet SHORTER than
the regulation-sized city rink on Third
Street and about 20 feet less than the
Fort Frances arena.
“Pooch,” sales manager at Border
Motor Sales, says, “See the Jones

Boys”--followed by some ads: “1936
two-door Chevrolet--$99,” “1940
DeSoto, club coupe, very clean,
$699,” 1937 Studebaker, new engine,
$449 and $1947 Buick, four-door, like
new, $1,999.
Nancy Talsness celebrated her first
birthday on March 8. Guests and their
mothers were James & John Burton,
Beth Bennett, Paul Koski, Joey Rokke,
and Jane Zimmerman.
Pvt. Bill Murray ‘45 has arrived
safely in London after crosssing the
Atlantic by air according to word
received here by his parents, M/M Pat
Murray. Bill is a member of a marine
corps detachment being sent to an
undisclosed destination in Europe.
Hawley’s Furniture at 624 Eighth
St., Phone 291-M, was running a sale.
“Only $36.50 for the great new automtic washer if you hold the key. You will
save $72.25. The first 200 women
coming to the store will receive a key.
One of the keys will unlock the padlock
on the washer. If your key is the first
key to unlock the padlock, YOU will
receive this marvelous, outstanding
value.
The Shoe Shiners captured the Elks
Bowling League championship for
the 1948-49 season. Members of the
team were Ben Glowack, A.J. *(Shorty)
Carew, Baxter Boe, Russ Gray, Tony
Rizzo and Wes Alexander.
The “good neighbor” policy will
manifest itself in IFalls Sunday, April
3. That day local service station operators will keep their establishments
closed and will assist Archie Olson,
proprietor of West End D-X sttion,
whose place of business was gutted
by a $2,000 fire. Olson’s station will
be the only one open April 3.
Good news for shoppers! Starting next Monday, April 4, Red Owl will
make deliveries on all orders of $3 or
more...to all points within city limits...
South Falls, Carson-Lupie and Sunnyside. A nominal 10-cent charge will
be made on orders under $3. Four
deliveries daily. No telephone orders.
Leave list at store.
FIFTY YEARS AGO - EARLY 1959
(Jan.-March)
Terry Carew left to begin a four-year
enlistment in the USAF.
The engagement of Sonja Hartnell
‘59 to David Stuart was announced by
her parents.
The Bronco’s “first line” for the upcoming hockey game against Greenway will be the “3D’s”-DAVE Grandaw,
continued on page 11
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nAVY CHiEF HAS SPEnt FiVE YEArS unDErwAtEr in triDEnt SuBS
Corey Ketola - FHS Class of 1980

Korey Ketola and his wife Brenda Ketola

Brenda Ketola (Korey Ketola’s wife ‘80), Deann Plummer ‘84 and
Margaret Plummer (David Plummer’s wife ‘80)

Feb. 19, 2009...St. Mary’s, FL (Writer: Gordon Jackson, Times-Union)
When the Navy commemorates the 1,000th patrol of Trident submarines on
February 19, simple math will show Korey Ketola’s contribution.
Since his first deployment on the USS MICHIGAN in November 1983, Ketola,
a command master chief now assigned to the USS Maine, has completed 35
patrols, which is 3.5 percent of all patrols ever conducted by Trident submaries.
The present holder of the Neptune Award for completing more patrols than
any sailor on active duty, Ketola has spent nearly five years under water aboard
Tridents.
Ketola said he never planned to spend so much of his 26-year Navy career
serving on the submarines. But he appreciates and understands why some of
the naton’s top military officials, including Secretry of t he Navy Donald Winter,
and Admiral Gary Roughead, chief of naval operations, will attend the ceremony.
“I’m very proud of the 1,000th deployment,” he said. It (the Trident submarine) proves its worth time and time again.”
Trident submarines are among the nation’s most important deterrents to a
nuclear attack, the Navy says, because boats cannot be detected under water,
where they spend the majority of their time. The boats return to port after each
70-day patrol to alternate crews and resupply food before heading back to sea.
each of the nation’s 14 Trident submaries carry as many as 24 nuclear missiles with multiple warheads that can accurately strike a target 4,000 miles away.
The space shuttle is the only machine more complex than a Trident submarine, Ketola said. “These ships are remarkably well built.”
Cmdr. Bob Clark, commanding officer of the USS Rhode Island, said his

boat’s role with the celebration is an honor. “I was pretty proud we were able to
host the event,” Clark said. And he added, “The crew does not feel any pressure
from having some of the top ranking military officials aboard for the ceremony.”
Preparations for the event also impact Trident Training Facility, the second
largest building in any branch of the military. (The largest? Guess? The Pentagon! js) This facility will host the reception following the ceremony. When
sailors are not at sea, they train there--it has 179 training rooms and labs identical to submarine systems.
sailors train for all scenarios, including conditions that would be unsafe to
intentionally create on a submarine. Real flames must be extinguished when
sailors participate in advanced fire training. Sailors stand neck deep in water
when they participate in flood damage training.
The goal is to eliminate a mistake at sea that could cost a shipmate his life
or jeopardize the entire crew and boat. We have to ensure we don’t make
mistakes. There is no margin for error,” said Chief Petty Officer Mark Rector,
training center spokesman.
(Background “info”--KOREY is the youngest of four sons of the late Charles
and Margaret Ketola, who owned the department store downtown for many
years. The Ketola store in Virginia was opened first by Charles’ father. One of
Korey’s best HS friends is David Plummer ‘80, (Chisago City). who along with his
wife, Margaret, makes an annual trip to visit Korey and his wife, Brenda. Also
accompanying them on their trip to Aruba this winter was David’s sister, DEANN
PLUMMER ‘84, Mpls. Korey’s brothers are BRUCE ‘56, Arizona; PETE ‘60,
Michigan; and TIM ‘63, Plymouth, MN.)

~ Happy 60th Birthday to the class of 1968 ~
We are having a class
60th Birthday Party at
Sha Sha resort,
august 22, 2009
Starting at 6:00 p.m.

• No cover charge. Please RSVP by email to intlfallshra@frontiernet.net
or call 218-283-4114 (leave a message if no answer), so we know how
many to plan for.
• Classmates will purchase their own food and beverages.
• It would be nice if you brought a funny birthday card appropriate for the
occasion to be shared with the class.
Contact any commitee memebr if you have questions, Mary & Pat Hogan,
Judy & Brian Keeney, Janet Nelson, Bill Mio, Gordy Dault, Pam Wenberg
and Diane Edens.
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~ final farewell ~

The closing paragraph in the Obituary for Irv Anderson ‘41, former Speaker of
the Minnesota House, should have been at the end of his nephew’s obituary in
Column One on page 23.
Class of 1976 - LEE CHARLES ANDERSON 51 died unexpectedly at his home
in Columbia, Maryland, on October 31.
AT THE CEMETERY, MIKE THIELE ‘72, ON THE TRUMPET, PLAYED “AMAZING GRACE,” WHILE OUT BEYOND IN THE WOODS, JIM LUCACHICK ‘77,
ON HIS TRUMPET, PLAYED THE ECHO. VERY SPECIAL, AS WAS THE
SINGING OF JACK WESTON, HUSBAND OF MARY FICKE ‘77, AT THE
CHURCH SERVICE.
AMY ELIZABETH BOE 20, passed away on October 22, 2008, surrounded by
her loving family. She was the granddaughter of the late LOWELL BOE ‘52 and
MARILYN ROGERS BOE ‘53. Amy was born October 5, 1988 in Houston, TX.
She is also survived by her father, Edward Boe (ex-’72) and wife Karen, mother
Susan and husband Rick Greer, sister Lauren. her maternal grandparents and
paternal grandmother, Marilyn, as noted. A resident of Sugarland, TX, Amy
graduated from Dulles HS where she was a prominent member of the Thespians. Amy attended Oklahoma University on an academic scholarship and left
a deep and lasting impression on her professors, classmates and friends in
the drama department. Amy loved the theater and acting which she pursued
passionately. Throughout her ordeal with cancer, Amy lived her life with grace
and dignity and remains an inspiration to everyone whose lives she touched.
A memorial service was held October 24 at Christ United Methodist Church,
Sugarland, TX. In lieu of flowers, the family requested donations to the “Amy
Elizabeth Boe Memorial Scholarship Fund. This will be an annual scholarship
benefiting an Oklahoma University drama student. Friends of her grandparents
and her father, Ed, who wish to contribute can send their memorials to Marilyn at
481 - 67th Ave. NE, Fridley, MN 55432-4409.
CLASS OF 1962 - MARY LOUISE COUSINEAU 64, passed away after a
struggle with lung cancer in Bellflower, CA, on February 11, 2009. After graduating from HS in the Falls, she attended business school at Dunwoody Institute
in Mpls. where she completed a secretarial degree. In 1968, she moved to
California where she was employed by the Long Beach Convention Bureau and
was involved in the promotion and tourism for the Queen Mary. She also held
various business positions in Long Beach and Bellflower. Mary’s last position
was as an assistant manager for the Artesia Senior Center in Bellflower, where
she worked while struggling wth cancer until her death. ++ Mary especially
enjoyed the beauty of the Pacific Ocean and its serenity--as well, as reading and
discussing philosophy. She was preceded in death by her parents, Earl and
Dorothy Cousineau. Survivors include her three sisters: Nancy Wilkens’58,
Mpls.; Earlene (Robbie) Williams’60, Hastings and Naples, FL; and Cathy
Cousineau’68, Kingman, AZ. Also niece Michelle (Williams) Nevanen, and
nephews Rob Williams, Martin Bilben and Josh Bilben. The funeral was held
at St. Bernard’s Catholic Church, Bellflower, CA. Memorials may be sent to the
American Cancer Society or a local affiliate.
CLASS OF 1969 - BONNIE JEAN BRUGGEMAN 1950-2008. (Bonnie’s obituary is written by her brother, BURTON ‘64 aka “Buzz.”) “As I often tell people,
I am at my core a small town Minnesota boy, I grew up in a loving home, with
devoted parents and my sister Bonnie. Bonnie was a beautiful bably, a darling
child, a pretty teenager and a lovely young woman. She was almost five years
younger than I was, and our parents (Burt and Lucille) almost raised us as if we
were each an only child. ++ Bonnie graduated from HS, then went first to Gustavus Adolphus for a year and on to the U/MN School of Pharmacy. After graduation, she worked for many years as a pharmacist, and for most of her adult life
battled bi-polar depression. This illness had a dramatic impact on her life, causing her to spend time in 5 or 6 mental institutions. After each stay, she was basically forced to start her life all over again. I once asked her why she didn’t take

the medications that had been prescribed for her, and her response was “that
the highs (from her illness) were so high, that you forget about the lows”. ++ In
2002 Bonnie moved from Charleston, SC, to Portland, OR. She loved Portland,
bought a darling place, decorated it, and loved her job, her friends . In February
she took a group of them to see Bruce Springsteen. She told me it was one of
the best days of her life. Bonnie was generous to a fault.
This spring she collapsed, and post various “scans” was found to have a
PNET brain tumor--an unusual form of brain cancer that typically is found in adolescents. Then there were a couple of rounds of chemo, but the inoperable tumor was determined to be growing and had spread to her spine. The oncologist/
radiologist we consulted with told us that if the cancer didn’t kill her, the radiation
would. ++ We first moved her to a group home and then to a loving hospice in
Salem, Oregon. The outpouring of love and kindness to Bonnie from her friends
and our family was extraordinary. I hope I will be able one day to thank each
of them. As her health declined in dramatic fashion, I marveled as to how her
short term memory disappeared. And while I have struggled with my faith, I
found myself wondering if God had basically taken her short term memory away
so as to insure that she would not have any fear or anxiety as to the prospect of
death. ++ From June through October I saw her every other week, and throughout her illness she retained a very wonderful and dry sense of humor. About
a month before her death, I drove down to see her and when I walked into her
room, she announced that “Today was a bonus day.” When I asked why, she
told me that our mother, who died in 1985, had been there earlier. When I asked
her what they talked about, she smiled and said, “You know, I don’t remember...”
and then laughed about her inability to recall. ++ On one of my trips back, I was
driving in the dark, and thinking about her, and thinking about what I was supposed to be learning from her illness and the prospect of her death. I realized
that I needed to let go of those things that I could not control and I needed to live
in the moment. I also realized that if there was anything unsaid I needed resolve
it. The next time I was with her, I asked her to forgive me for the things that I
had done that might have made her unhappy. She looked at me, smiled and
said, “I am sure there were things, but I just don’t remember...”
I had wondered the last time I saw her alive, if I would see her again, but I
didn’t. Bonnie died on Halloween about 2 p.m. in the afternoon. Her lifelong
friend Mary was with her.
WE WILL HAVE A MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR HER IN
INTERNATIONAL FALLS, ON AUGUST 7, 2009, AND PER HER WISHES,
HER ASHES WILL BE BURIED ALONGSIDE OUR PARENTS.
EXACT DETAILS WILL BE IN THE DAILY JOURNAL.
HUSBAND OF EILEEN DEWESTER MC KEEN ‘46 - LESLIE MC KEEN 88
passed away at Southern United Hospital in Leesburg, FL, under the care of
Hospice of Florida on January 18, 2009. Les was born in Gray, Maine. During WW II he served in the US Merchant Marines. Upon leaving the Merchant
Marines at the end of the war, he moved to Toms River, NJ, where he became a
volunteer fireman. Some time in the mid 50’s, Les moved to Reykjavik, Iceland,
continuing his work as a firefighter at the Reykjavik International Airport. ++ Le
moved back to the States in the early 1960’s settling in Largo, FL. After taking
a course in Air Traffic Control, he went to work for Eastern Airlines at Tampa
International Airport. Around that time, he decided to take up flying and earned
his Private Pilot’s License. Les was a member of the Civil Air Patrol flying out
of Vandenberg Field in Tampa. Early in 1967, Les met EILEEN and on October
3, 1967, they were married. Les retired from Eastern Airlines in 1982 and they
decided to do some traveling. So in 1985 they bought an RV and started to see
the country until in the 1990’s they settled in a trailer park outside of Groveland,
FL. Les is survived by his wife of 41 years, a granddaughter and two greatgrandchildren in FL. Also step-children Valerie Lennon, Maple Grove, MN; Dean
Lennon, Faribault, MN; and Larry Lennon, Houston, TX and four step-grandchildren. Also a brother/sister-in-law--LEONARD ‘54 and DIANE DEWESTER
WALKOVIAK ‘56, Seminole, FL. Les was preceded in death by his parents, a
daughter and a step great-grandson.
continued on page 8
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CLASS OF 1939 - ERNESTINE “TOOTIE” FAIRCHILD BERGSTROM 87,
passed away February 25, 2009, at Ranier Roost. The daughter of Charles and
Arta (Hale) Fairchild, she was born on Jan. 4, 1922 in Thayer, MN. She was a
young child when the family moved to the Falls. “Tootie” married Oscar Bergstrom in June 1941 in Virginia, MN. They were blessed with 66 wonderful years
together. + “Tootie” was very active at Bethany Lutheran in Loman and then at
First Lutheran in the Falls when they moved up here. She was accomplished
at crocheting, knitting, sewing, all kinds of crafts but “best known” for her quilts.
She and Oscar enjoyed trips to Hawaii and Grand Cayman Island and later had
a second “home” in Bradenton, FL, where she enjoyed her snowbird friends.
She was preceded in death by Oscar, an infant daughter Karen; grandson,
Daniel Miles; and her siblings: Rodney, Charles ‘42, Ray ‘35, Virginia ‘35, and
Rachel Grover. Survivors include her children Paul (Karen ‘63) Rod (Marilyn),
Gary (Dena), and Gail (Loren) Miles; 12 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren--many of whom are FHS grads. Services were at First Lutheran on
March 4.
FALLS SCHOOL SYSTEM TEACHER - DELORES ‘DEE’ HUSTED 79 - passed
away April 1 at Falls Good Samaritan Center. Born in Hibbing in 1930, she
graduated from Hs there in 1949. After graduating from Bemidji state she
taught in Grand Rapids and Brainerd before heading “north” in 1956 to teach
first grade at Holler School. In 1991 she retired after 35 years in the Falls system. ++ “Dee” was a member of Faith United Church where she sang in the
choir--as she did with the “string of Pearls.” she was a member of the Red Hat
Society, enjoyed traveling, being with her friends and entertaining--which she did
often and very well. Preceding her in death were her parents; an infant sister,
a brother and his wife, and three of their children. Survivors include nephew
Jeff and niece Maria plus their spouses and children and many good friends.
Services were at Faith United Church of Christ with inurnment at the church’s
Columbarium. Memorials preferred to Faith United, 1001 - 5th Street, IFalls.
Class of 1935 - BERNICE JOHNSON TENNEY 91, died peacefully January
30 in Edina, MN. She was raised in the Point ‘O Pines area by her parents,
Hilda and Robert (“Tailor”) Johnson. (Few knew his real name--there were likely
several Robert’s and Bob’s--so “Tailor” worked well and he was easy to find-upstairs above JC Penney’s.) After finishing HS, Bernice attended the Mpls.
school of Business and worked as a bookkeeper at Bjorkman’s (a women’s store
on Nicollet Ave.) before marrying John F. Tenney, DDS, and devoting her life to
her family. They had five children--only two survived their mother--Barbara,
Plymouth, MN, and Bruce, Juneau, Alaska; three sons--John, Robert, and
Donald had died. There is also one granddaughter. Bernice was obviously an
activist. She enjoyed sewing, cooking, gardening, decorating, playing bridge
and golf, traveling, nature, and summer vacations on Grindstone Island--the
one on our Rainy Lake. She had an active mind, kept up with world affairs, and
enjoyed daily crossword puzzles. These last 15 years she enjoyed being close
to her family and the beauty of Rainy Lake. Preceding her in death were her
siblings Stanley, Margaret Miggins ‘30 and Dorothy Fairchild Vold ‘38. Brother
Frank survives here in the Falls.
SPOUSE- CLASS OF 1944 - GERDA DRECHSLER URBAN passed away
January 21 at the Havenwood Care Center, Bemidji. She married Julius Urban
‘44 in May 1947. She created a warm and welcoming home and was a terrific
cook. Gerda worked at the specialty dress shop and Andy’s Hallmark. decorating for Christmas was a real joy and she also enjoyed making and painting
ceramics and gardening. she was preceded in death by her parents, Oswald
and Erna Drechsler, an infant son, Paul, and a sister--Hilma Bass. Survivors
are her husband JULIUS ‘44, children TIMOTHY ‘83 Bemidji and SUZANNE
MATHEWS ‘69 IFALLS and three grandchilden. Also thee sisters--Mae (Lloyd)
Arveson, ALICE ‘47 Miller, and Ellen Urban. Services were at St. Paul’s Lutheran. “Throughout her long struggle with Alzheimer’s disease, she met each
day with courage and faith. Her family and friends will miss her warm smile and
loving hugs.”
50+ YEAR RESIDENT AND MOTHER/GRAND & GREAT GRANDMOTHER +++
EVELYN ELSIE (HIEBERT) LE VASSEUR 89 - Born in Mt. Lake, MN, elsie

moved to the Falls in 1953. She worked at the Red Owl and Tee-Pee Motel.
Quilting and embroidery work were hobbies. Preceding her in death were her
parents, hubands John Hiebert and Earl LeVasseur; two siblings; son John
(“Smiley”), two grandchildren and two great grandchildren. Survivors are her
children Leland (NANCY ‘69) HIEBERT, ROSEANN ‘64 and James Leseman,
Diane and MICHAEL KLEIS ‘67, and Virginia & Jack Edberg, Warroad; 18 grandchildren, 34 great-grandchildren and numerous “great-greats.” she passed
away January 22 and services were at Green-Larsen Mortuary on January 26.
If desired, memorial may be sent to the Littlefork Care Center in her memory.
CLASS OF 2000 - CORY R. WALLANDER 27 died January 24 as the result of a
snowmobile accident. He was employed by Wagner Construction and loved the
outdoors--especially winter and snowmobiling. Cory was described as a hard
worker, a helpful friend, and he loved his family. His maternal grandparents,
Clarence and Velma Muggli preceded him in death. Survivors are his wife Lindsey, two children Adyson and Gage; his parents HELEN (Muggli) ‘81 and Gene
Wallander, and brother Shane + many including his aunt MARILYN LANGE ‘74
and an aunt by marriage--LINDA MUGGLI ‘67 and his in-laws, Gary and Debbie
sederstrom, Anoka. (Many of you Falls area readers know his parents who own
THe 19TH HOLe.)
CLASS OF 1939 - ALPHA ORVILLA EIDSBERG SHAW 87 - passed away
January 24, 2009. She was the second of the three Eidsberg daughters to
pass away. (Margaret ‘41 died January 18, 2002.) Services were held at Trinity Lutheran Church--Zion had been the family church growing up here. What
follows is a personal note written by Alpha’s youngest sister, Ruth ‘42. “My sister
was born on June
1, 1921, in Mapes,
North dakota. she
was a beautiful
baby--like an angel; as our mother
said. At age 1-1/2,
she developed
spinal meningitis;
wich nearly took
her life. But she
pulled through.
Alpha was left
wth neurological
problems, her right
eye didn’t focus
and her coordination was bad. she
dealt with her
Alpha Eidsberg Shaw & sister Ruth Eidsberg Comstock.
problems as any
June 2006 on Alpha’s 85th Birthday.
child does--we don’t
know there is anything ‘different!’ ++ She did very well in school and met
and married Marvin (Shaw) when she was 19. That is when my true admiration for her began. she was such a good person and a hard worker--wonderful
mother and housekeeper. When the kids were small and they came to visit;
they were always dressed so nice; their hair curled and pretty. She wasn’t one
to be expressive with her feelings but she loved her family deeply. They were
her life and her great gift to me. What a wonderful family we have through her
five children and eleven grandchildren--such caring people. I am not sad for
Alpha--I am sad that we don’t have her with us anymore but she will always be
in my heart. Circumstances were such that we couldn’t see each other in these
later years, but I know she loved me and I love her with all my heart. Good bye
my dear sister and best friend.” (Note: Ruth and her husband Don Comstock,
live at 111 West 9th St. Apt. 171, Clovis, CA 93612-1733. They celebrated their
64th wedding anniversary this March 3rd. They have two children and six “each”
grand and great-grandchildren--some of who they now are living “nearby.” (One
final comment from me...Alpha made a visit to the Falls about 2000 and I so
enjoyed showing her the town, the lake and Ft. Frances and for some years after
we corresponded. js)
continued on page 9
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CLASS OF 1950 - DOROTHY (“DEE GEE”) KLOW JOHNSON ‘78 passed away February 9 at her home in Poplar Bluff, MO. She was crowned
Forest Festival Carnival Queen after graduation and worked at Ketola’s Dept.
Store until 1952. On June 21st, 1952, she married Harlan Johnson,’49 and he
was transferred by the JC Penney Co. to Missouri. They had two children-Jeffrey (Lynda) and Janice (Ron) and there are two grandchildren. She was
preceded in death by her parents; husband Harlan; and sisters Josephine Ayers, (John) and Florence Ficke ‘37 (William). Survivors include siblings Marian
‘39 and Jack Strain and John ‘43 and Nell Klow plus many nieces and nephews.
Condolences and memories** may be sent to her son, Dr. Jeffrey Johnson, 84
Tomahawk Dr., Lexington, MO 64067. **Classes of ‘49 and ‘50 especially note.
CLASS OF 1943 - SHIRLEY HOLBROOK LIND passed away March 8 at the
home of her daughter, Donna Boyum, Burnsville, MN. She was married to
Clayton Lind for 60 years and he passed away quite recently--September 2008.
They had owned The Chatterbox restaurant and Shirley had taught Sunday
School at the Methodist Church in the Falls. Other survivors are sons DANI ‘65
(Bev ‘67), Cannon Falls, MN; ROBERT ‘68 (Val) Fort Collins, CO; and her sister,
MARCIA (Holbrook) CIPRIANI ‘62, Boulder, CO. Her three children provided
nine grandchildren to be followed by 14 “greats” and one great-great-grandchild.
Her daughter, Donna, can be reached at 14750 West Burnsville Parkway, Lot
#298, Burnsville, MN 55306.
JEAN (BLAKE) WIFE OF THE LATE PHILLIP PETERSON ‘51 - passed away
on February 12. Jean was born in Ft. Frances and graduated from the Port
Arthur General Hospital School in Thunder Bay and moved to the Falls in 1960.
She and Phil were married Oct. 22 of that year at Knox United Church. Jean
worked at LaVerendrye General in the Fort for 44 years--retiring in July 2000.
She enjoyed their home on Rainy Lake, loved music--attending both the Border
Concert Series and the Tour de Fort and was an active member of Faith United
where services were held. Jean was a volunteer with the local Respite Care,
visited at the nursing home and had a great love for animals and all nature. She
was an eternal caregiver. Jean was preceded in death by her husband PHIL,
and her parents. Survivors include her three children and six grandchildren.
JACKIE (JACK) LEONARD WOOD 81 passed away February 6, 2009 at First
Care Medical Services in Fosston. His death was induced by Alzheimer’s complications. Surrounded by loved ones, no words were left unspoken. Jack knew
that he was loved. Jack was born Sept. 10, 1927 in Ft. Frances to Frank and Mildred Wood. He grew into a strapping young lad, who embraced the rich bounty
of northern Minnesota--spending much of his leisure time hunting, fishing, and
excelling in every kind of sport from archery to golfing. Blessed with agility and
keen eye-hand coordination, he competed in many sports events and often
won. Jack loved music, especially tunes from the Big Band Era...he would always take command of the dance floor. Jack married Florence Hull on Nov. 30,
1957. Rumor has it...he was so smitten by her youthful glow that he fell over her
feet in the local theater and later got her name to commence a courtship. He
worked for Boise as a finishing and loading supervisor for more than 30 years.
Weekends he could be found navigating the sterling waters of Rainy, while guiding for Curtis Island. For over 25 years, Jack and Florence operated a small
family resort, Kozy Kove Kamp. He knew Rainy well and guided guests to his
prime fishing spots. He and his wife met many lifelong friends during this time.
There was a soft side to this “man’s man.” It was not better seen than when he
interacted with animals. He trained hunting dogs for sports shows in his younger
years and just had a natural love all of God’s creatures. His wife and daughter
fondly remember him gently stroking a small sparrow’s heart in resuscitation,
after it ad collided into a window. He was preceded in death by his parents and
his nephew Gary Wood. Survivors include his wife Florence, daughter Patti
Wood-Thompson, brother Frances; nephew Terry Wood; and niece, Jan Wood.
Services were at Zion Lutheran. Memorials to the Alzheimer’s Association, 424
West Superior St.,Duluth 55802 were suggested. (Ed. note: I felt this was one
of the best written obituaries I’d ever read so I am using most of it. There are
just a couple of sentences I left out. The snapshot was wonderful--handsome,
handsome back when and I would have recognized WHO it was immediately!)

Well-known member of the Jones Family - BERNARD J. JONES 95, passed
away March 16 at the Woodlyn Heights Care Center in Inver Grove Heights-where his wife Edith still resides. They were married for 74 years. Bernie was a
well-known MN car dealer for over 50 years at locations in Northhome, Littlefork,
Bemidji, and the Twin Cities. He was preceded in death by his parents, and the
following siblings and many of their family members: Vernon, Joseph, Terrance
and Patricia Corrin (who taught at FHS). Survivors include a son and daughter,
11 grand, great grand and great-great grandchildren; his sister, Kathleen Fogarty, Cottage Grove; and numerous nieces and nephews including Jay Corrin ‘62
and Janice Corrin Heaney ‘64. Cards may be sent to Edith at 2060 Upper 55th
St., Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077. Memorials preferred to the Alzheimer’s
Association.
FATHER/GRANDPA OF FALLS GRADS & LONG TIME RESIDENT - RALPH L.
GRILL 79 passed away March 19 at St. Mary’s Medical Center in Duluth. He
was the youngest of six sons born to Vern and Christine Grill in Roosevelt, MN in
1929 and the last to pass away. He married Elaine (Muirhead) in 1952 and she
survives. After working road construction in ND and western MN, he started at
Mando in 1952 and retired from Boise as a beater room operator 30 years later
in 1982. Like so many residents of our area, he enjoyed hunting, fishing, and
working on snow machines and motorcycles. Other survivors are sons Rodney
‘70, Harley, Terry ‘75, and Robin ‘79. There are eight grandchildren including
some FHS grads: Stacey Stallard ‘90, Shelley Krause ‘91, Kristin Grill ‘95, Ryan
Grill ‘99 (and maybe more?) plus 10 great grandchildren. Services were at the
Evangelical Covenant Church in the Falls.
MOTHER OF FHS GRADS - MARTHA LEE “MARTY” GLAD 64 died on February 23 at the Falls Memorial Hospital--where she had worked in the Human
Resources Dept. for 20 years. Martha was born in Bloomington, IL, and moved
to Hopkins in 1963. She married William Glad in 1969 and moved to the Falls.
“Marty” enjoyed crocheting, sewing and crafts; attending volleyball matches,
flower arranging, and traveling. She is survived by her husband William; three
sons--Ted ‘90, Rogers, MN; Brian ‘96, and Kevin ‘96--both of Plymouth and her
daughter, Janell Chaltas of Temecula, CA. There are six grandchildren and two
of “Marty’s” sisters also survive. Services were at St. Thomas Church with burial
in Hopkins, MN.
CLASS OF 1945 - EILEEN THOMPSON STUBEE 82, one of ten children born
to Ole and Gena Thompson, passed away March 5 in Apple Valley, MN. She
was preceded in death by her husband, NORMAN STUBEE, Class of 1940, who
served in WW II. They lived and raised their family in the Twin City area. Survivors include three children, seven grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren.
Also five of Eileen’s siblings: Dorothy Brown ‘36, Betty ‘43 (John ‘38) Wenberg,
Margaret Cline ‘48, Shirley Vaux ‘51 and Janet (Keith ‘53) Amidon ‘54. Four
siblings have passed away: Milton ‘39, James ‘46, Lynn (“Bud”), and Mavis
Sartain ‘41. Services were held in Apple Valley on March 10th.
MOTHER OF THREE GRADS AND WIDOW OF EDWARD KALAR ‘41 GRAD MARJORIE KALAR 85 died on March 23 at Falls Good Samaritan Center. She
was born in Ft. Frances and graduated from Ft. Frances HS in 1941. She moved
to the Falls in 1948, married Edward Kalar that November and lived here the rest
of her life. Ed died in 2008 right before their 60th wedding anniversary. They
were the parents of three: Mary ‘76 (Duane ‘70) Nelson, IFalls; Bill ‘73 (Peg),
Fergus Falls; and Pete ‘80, IFalls. There are six grandchildren--Chad ‘98 and
Clay ‘00 and four--2 boys and 2 girls in Fergus Falls.
Marjorie was an active member of Faith United Church where services were
held and a 60-year member of the Order of the Eastern Star.
CLASS OF 1944 - ARTHUR HOLMSTROM 83, passed away February 3 at
Falls Good Samaritan Center. (You who have received the Special Edition of the
DJ this winter have recently read the story of Art’s leaving FHS his senior year
and spending the next about seven years in the TB Sanitorium at Lake Julia.
He was slated to be the Valedictorian in 1944 but upon coming home in 1951, he
insisted on finishing 12th grade with the Class of 1952.
continued on page 14
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MARILYNN MARUK WOLFE ‘62 writes in pencil from Cornelius, OR: “You’ll
have to excuse this antiquated mode of writing I’m using. I will try to keep my
ascenders from bumping into my descenders so my spacing will be a bit eratic
I’ve had to resort to pencil because all my pens have dried up. I purchased a
package of ten but had to return them--their ink had also dried. Has everyone
switched to keyboard communication? I remain unplugged.
My last, rather glib, letter to you got quite a response after it was published
in the alumni newspaper. I share all the letters with my next door neighbor, my
90-year old mother Luella Maruk, who lives independently and is a joy to anyone
who meets me. So am I.
My dear friend, KAREN MORRISON GLAVA ‘63, now deceased, gave me
a lifetime subscription and is thanked when one is delivered to my mail box. I
share it with my mom.
It took only five years for me to recover from my well-deserved stroke; three
were spent cooped up in a nursing home and the other two were spent recovering from that ordeal. I’m being facetious and I love it. It’s a sign my old self is
coming back and I missed her presence. I’ve read the features on two of my
old Seventh Avenue neighborhood pals--DAVID LUCCA and RICKY GLENNIE.
I never snagged cars with Ricky but I know the feeling he wrote about. I had to
remember to wear my mittens when I grabbed on to the frozen bumper. I like his
style of writing.
David is two months older than I am and always was much wiser so his
creativity doesn’t surprise me. Good luck with the bass lures, Dave. We never
fished together but we sure caught alot of polly-wogs at the Big Rock frog pond,
didn’t we?
Dave never treated me like a girl; more like an opponent. I was happy to
read about his personal and professional success. If you know his address,
please send him the pictures--otherwise I’d appreciate them returned to me.
(Done!)
I have lots more to write about but am afraid of straining your eyes and patience. I never met you, Janet, but feel like an old friend of yours through this
delightful newspaper I was gifted.”
A second letter from Marilynn followed. She was curious as to the writers of
the Ireland story as she felt it was very well written. I suspect the gals -- Liz Forsythe ‘61 and Judy Krantz ‘59 dis so. - - She described her landing in Shannon,
Ireland, some years ago as “As looking like a squared quilt in various shades of
green. An I loved how pub patrons would just burst out in song when the urge
and the ale hit them.”
(Friends can write Marilynn at 738 North Adair - #76, Cornelius, OR 97113.)
P.S. Who wrote “Standing Watch” on page 18, same issue? You’re forgetting
your bylines, Janet, an author has to be credited! ++ (In my own defense, my
sidekick, Tammy, who nows does the layout for me/us as a volunteer, discovered
there was that space “empty” and she put it in. I thought it was very worthy of
the space but in those last pretty hectic hours, never thought of an author.)
Regards to you and all my old friends.”

2010 - SUMMER
REUNION

50TH FOR CLASS
OF 1960 JULY 23-24, 2010

Start
Planning
Now!

Three Cheers for Journal Staff Writer FAYE WHITBECK ‘72 who recently
received several awards from the MN Newspaper Association. A first place
entry was “Aria for America” about the life of Margarete Kostiuk and was included
in the 2008 special edition in March of that year. The judges wrote. “The story
is about a woman of heroic proportion and conflict. She sang to the Nazis who
murdered her brother in a concentration camp. How can you find more conflict
than that? Yet she found her life’s salvation through her music. A magnificent
feature. The historic photos add much to the story.”
Faye also earned a second place award, in a group of 48 entries, in the
Sports Feature category. It was about the late Mike Budak ‘69 and his biking
legacy. The judges wrote, “Lots of athletes fall on hard times, but few reporters
would make this story about life, death and a bicycle so interesting.”
Faye spent ten years in the advertising dept. at the Journal before joining the
news staff in September 2006 and earned many awards during that time, too.
This year’s “A BORDERLAND COLLECTION OF EXTRAORDINARY STORIES”
had features on the late Art Holmstrom, Class of ‘44 (the designated valedictorian but due to tuberculosis spent nearly eight years in the Lake Julia Sanitorium
and graduated in 1952), Frank Youso ‘54 grad and a member of the New York
Giants pro football team who played in the 1958 NFL Championship game which
many have called “the birth of the modern NFL” as described in the book THE
BEST GAME EVER PLAYED by Mark Bowden. Also many pictures and narrative on the wood-working talents of Tom Karsnia ‘53, builder of a varied collection
of items and featured especially in this story of a violin,
Ray Anderson, Class of 1938, returned home in retirement and the special edition had two full pages of narrative and photography depicting a lifetime of so
very many unusual experiences-ranging from being the oldest of the five Anderson children, to working for Ernest Oberholtzer before going into the service in
WW II and the loss of one eye which he described in a selection entitled Four
Days in July and how the sight situation impacted so much of the rest of his life.
Ray and his first wife divorced in 1965 and in 1970 he married Irma Sandstrom
in her hometown of Ashland, WI. She died the following year at age 35, leaving
nine children. As their stepfather for such a short time, he helped the children
through the loss until all were taken in by relatives. Some years later while
working on lake boats, Ray was reading Harper’s magazine and he discovered
the “Single Book Lovers Club” and he joined--fast forward to corresponding with
Ruth, a widow living in Suburban Philadelphia. They met on his birthday in
1974 when he was docked in Toledo for repairs. They married in 1975. She had
four grown children who she said “all became close to Ray. “Their life together
started with a long trip to Sweden, Finland, Warsaw, the great Siberian train ride
from Moscow to eastern Russia, before heading south through China and to
Thailand. From there to Australia, New Zealand and Tasmania before ending
their journey to visit grandchildren in Hawaii.

~ recent Wedding ~
Corporal Eric Boe, US Marines and a Falls HS ‘05 graduate recently married
Megan Worrell, in Las Vegas. Megan is from Iowa. Eric is presently stationed
with the Marines at 29 Palms, California and will finish his enlistment in September 2009. He is the son of Darrell and Angel Boe.

CLASS OF 1969 OUR 40TH
REUNION HAS
ARRIVED!
Be at
Sha Sha at 6 p.m. AUGUST 8TH - “Ready to Party!”
RSVP: dondavison@earthlink.net or
karsniam@frontiernet.net
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DUANE Rostie and DAN Cullen.
ington University.)
The new Koochiching County
The Falls will be represented in
Deputy Registrar is Betty Fulton Charthe NW Golden Gloves tournament
lebois who has served in that capacity
in Mpls. in mid-February by Dennis
for her late father, W. F. Fulton and
Anderson, a light heavyweight who
her brother, Billy Fulton, who was aphad an amazing knockout over favorite
pointed 1/2/56 to the vacancy created
Bob Olson (Duluth), in the finals of the
by his father’s death.
regional Golden Gloves at Hibbing.
Performing at a Jan. 9th BB game
John Marucci, U/MN hockey coach,
against Eveleth were majorettes Betty
rated Tom Riley, the unsung hero of
Miggins, Joan Vold, Carol Engelking,
the Gopher hockey team.
Shelley J0nes, Joan Sutherland, JacMore hockey...the following seniors
queine Adleff and Gwendolyn Westare graduating off the 3rd Place Bronberg. They used new batons which
co State Tourney team: Captain Tom
had lights concealed in their heads!
Morse , Dan Cullen, Jerry Wherley,
One of the father-son memberships
Bill Cronkite, Carl Belanger, Dale Walls
in Mando’s Quarter Century Club is
and Mike Nagurski.
that of Floyd Paulson and his father,
Art Holmstrom is home after spendW. C. Paulson, both of whom received
ing 15 months working, studying, and
their 25-year rings in mid-January.
traveling in Sweden, native land of his
Another such combination was James
parents. (Art’s obituary is in this issue
Hazen and his father Ora Hazen, who
and he was one of the people featured
recently retired.
in the BIG ISSUE that came out in
Born on January 20, 1959, was
March.)
Randy Hart, who graduated from FHS
Mike Tate and Bill Koski were home
in ‘78 and at last report lived in Clark,
from UMD over the weekend.
CO. His parents were M/M Lowell
Army Specialist Four, Richard A.
Hart.
LaBlanc ‘53 recently participated with
Darlene Elliott ‘56, secretary in
the 1st infantry division in “Exercise
the office of County Auditor Pat Dona- Big Blast XI” at Ft. Riley, Kansas.
hue, is recovering from an emergency
Principal Stanley Helleloid of
appendectomy performed in midBackus JHS will have a lot in comJanuary.
mon with “The Old Lady in the Shoe”
Pat Lindsey ‘55, enrolled in the
when school starts in September. An
Dunwoody Industrial Institute in Mpls.
unexpected 775 students will report for
(Our ‘07 Alumni Directory has him
classes in a building designed for 693
retired from being a mechanical drafts- young people.
man so I made a quick phone call a
Winners of the Int’l. Falls Women’s
few minutes ago--well, let’s be honest- Bowling Association playoffs were
-we chatted longer than that and it is
the Rex Grill of the city league. Team
mostly my talkative fault. Anyhow,
members were Eva Holm, Opal TesPat and Geraldine (Rasmussen ‘57)
sier, Helen Kennedy, Doris Reeve,
will be celebrating a 50th anniversary
and Helen Virden. Opal has recently
pretty soon and enjoy their 8 months
moved back to the Falls after some
in Ft. Myers Beach, FL, and 4 months
years in Florida as well as in the Boson their Rainy Lake Island. NOW
ton area.
ON WITH MORE “LOOKING BACK”
Charles Sem ‘60 and Ronald Wold
ITEMS.
‘60 advanced to Eagle Scout rank in
The Tuesday Musicale sponsored
early March at the Court of Honor held
“Down in the Valley”--an American
during the Boy Scouts annual Father
Folk Opera--in late February. Innis
and Son Banquet at the Elks Hall.
Nesbitt, lyric soprano, and Jeff WilKarin Mether Anderson has been
liams, tenor, sang the leading roles.
named to the Dean’s List at Gustavus
Ancy Tone Morse ‘53, a student at
Adolphus. (Now in 2009, she is living
the U/MN Law School is busy rewriting in Old Saybrook, CT.)
the Mpls. city laws in understandable
Nora Bendish, proprietor of Nora’s
language. The rewrite is done on the
Eat Shop at 430 Third St., is planning
theory that teenagers would better
to sell out and retire. Sixteen years
obey the law if they know what it is.
ago, in 1943, she took over the Food
PFC David Kincaid, arrived home
Bar in the old Falls Bowling Center on
following separation from the US Army 4th Street. In 1946 she purchased,
at Ft. Sheridan, IL. (An update on Dafrom “Barber King,” her present locavid--he graduated from Bemidji State;
tion.
is living in Bellingham, WA, where he
Julia Cronkhite, a charter member of
is the ass’t. director of Western Washthe Church of the Nazarene, was hon-

ored at church on her 88th birthday.
John Kalstad, FHS Principal, was
nominated to represent Koochiching
Co. for Educator-of-the-Year honors
at the MN State Fair in late August.
Alternate was Harold Barber, principal
of the So. Falls Elementary School.
Miss Florence Strukel entertained
her Book Club. Miss Maria Johnson
(Backus math teacher) reviewed “I Am
Anastasia.”
The Paul Bunyan Drive-In Theater,
located near the Municipal Airport,
opened its sixth season on April 5.
The featured picture was “The Matchmaker” starring Shirley Booth and
Anthony Perkins.
Coach Tom Bergstedt announced
that Rod White ‘59, a senior, was
elected captain of the District 27 defending champion FHS track squad.
Dr. & Mrs. John Menefee and children went to Grand Rapids to spend
the Easter weekend with his mother.
Cecil Jornlin is quoted on March
25th, “It sounded like we lost,” in reference to the No. MN case for an early
deer season which was presented
at the State Legislative hearing that
week.
FORTY YEARS AGO - EARLY 1969
(Jan.-March)
Ron Simon ‘65 blistered the nets for
40 points in leading Maple Island to
a 91-30 City League BB victory over
Voyageurs. 1968 grad, Larry Hill’s 13
points were tops for the losers.
Al Gardner, age 59, Falls Elem.
custodian, died unexpectedly while
operating his snow blower at home the
evening of January 20.
Kathlyn Weir ‘64, daughter of Betty
(Green) ‘38 and Philip Weir, graduated
from St. Cloud State during fall commencement.
Mrs. Cecile Dier graduated from the
one-year Practical Nursing Program at
Faribault Vo Tech.
Rev. Vergil Anderson, pastor at
First Lutheran, has been appointed
a certified rifle, pistol and shotgun
instructor by the Nat’l. Rifle Assoc.
Gregory Anderson, James Haglund,
Thomas Kalar, Ruth Norwig, Walter
Scheela, Daniel Wherley and Susan
Williams were all named to the Dean’s
List for fall quarter at UMD. They
represent FHS classes of 1965-1968.
Nancy Talsness ‘66 arrived home
from a 5-1/2 month ‘Round the World’
study tour taken through the International Study Program at St. Olaf
College.
Among the honored guests at the
83rd Annual St. Paul Winter Carnival

in early February was Mona Lindholm
‘68 who was our Timbertennial Queen
XII.
Mickey McMicken, Fire Chief, was
chef for a free venison stew at the
Moose on Feb. 8.
Capt. David E. Holt ‘57, son of M/M
E. L. Holt has arrived for duty at Naha
Air Base, Okinawa. He is an Air
Force Academy grad.
Jack Gilbertson ‘66, was named
to the Dean’s List at the U/ND-Grand
Forks where he is a junior. (2009
update: Jack has been “the drama
department” at RRCC for many years-doing a fine job.)
Dick Laird, son of M/M Claude
Laird, was named to the Dean’s List
at Michigan Tech with a 3.5 GPA (“or
higher” --that takes you to Straight A.)
Piggly Wiggly prices that winter:
head lettuce - 2 for 29 cents; rib eye
steaks - 99 cents a pound; Idaho russet potatoes - 10 pounds for 79 cents;
one-pound can of pink salmon - 69
cents.
1st Lt. Gary Gilchrist, a UMD graduate, was the member of an AF Unit
earning an “Outstanding Award.” (As
I type this--on April 15, 2009, - Tax
Day - I’m sure that is what he is doing
for some clients who were LATE in
getting their information in to him.
He is retired in Palm Harbor, FL.
Gary’s dad, Oliver, (a widower) lives
very near Gary and Oliver is still interested in what goes on in the Falls. He
has lots of stories to tell from his year’s
of driving school bus routes and transportation for the athletic teams!)
Pam (Mitchell) ‘67 and Dennis
Gable ‘64 had their engagement announced in mid-February.
Tim Sheehy ‘66 and Tony Curran
‘65--Bronco teammates--faced each
other in a February hockey game out
east as they played for Boston College
and the Army (West Point) respectively. BC won 5-3.
BJ MUSIC had a piano clearance
sale: Ebony spinets $529 now $462
and Walnut studio - $990 now $748.
(I don’t have a clue on comparison to
2009--maybe some of you do?)
M/M Bill Keenan and M/M Charles
Bertram were in Rosemount for the
baptism of their first grandson and
nephew: James Alan Davison ‘87, son
of Gary ‘61 and Carolyn (Bertram) ‘61
Davison. (Note that “the baby” grew
up in the Falls after his parents, Gary
and Carolyn, moved back here. Gary
recently retired from his City ClerkTreasurer’s job. Jim was a Bronco BB
“star”...call 283-3185..folks
continued on page 12
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Milton Zoupas ‘53, after serving 4
years in the Marine Corps, joined the
Golden Valley police force.
Roger Deneen ‘68 was busy 40
years ago--working at Piggly Wiggly,
attending RRCC and goaltending on
the Voyageur hockey team. And it
appears, from the 2007 Alumni Directory, that he still is. He’s earned two
college degrees, raised three children,
backpacks, enjoys seakayaking and is
director of EMSOCS
David Knutson and Tom Enzmann
are co-captains of the Lions team that
will represent the Falls in the State
PeeWee Hockey Tourney being hosted
locally March 14-16.
Three veteran employees of the
Paper Division retired the end of February: Edwin Averill - 40 years wood
room; Julian Blais, 44+ years electrician; and Ed Etienne, 35 years wood
room.
The semi and final games in the
Mando Employees Club Curling were
played at the Ft. Frances rink with
championship honors going to Bob
McBride and his wife, Betty and Henry
Haugland and Loretta Ogden.
Doreen Dahl, FHS senior, who
has repeatedly brought honor to her
school, church and community has
been named a finalist in the 1968-69
National Merit Scholarship program.
She is the daughter of Audrey and
Joseph Dahl.
The Piggly Wiggly bowling team of
the Major League set an all-time Falls
record with a 3,115 pin total in competition at the Border Bowl. Team member were Jack Walls, Ron Leen, Bob
Oliver, Lyle Guerard and Jim Leen.
Lone Bronco rep on the All-Iron
Range BB team this winter was Paul
Bilben.
Chief Electronics Technician Harold Marble, son of Alice Marble, was
awarded a Letter of Commendation
for his devotion to duty when the fire
broke out aboard the nuclear-powered
aircraft carrier USS ENTERPRISE.
An open house was held at St.
Thomas in honor of M/M Harold D.
Barber’s 40th wedding anniversary.
Among the hosts were their daughter Patricia ‘57 and husband Eugene
Kjellgren ‘55.
Father Leonard Baldus, OMI,
delivered his farewell sermon at St.
Thomas prior to leaving for new duties
in Sisseton, SD.
Mrs. Clarence Viger flew home from
New Orleans after spenidng three
weeks with her son, Howard ‘49 and
family.

Maple Island won the city recreation
basketball title in late February. Team
members were John Sweney, Jim
Bartkowski, Ron Simon, Jake Blake,
Bill Matthews, Tom Worth, Paul Graff
and Dean Dieren.
Dwight D. Eisenhower, commander
in WW II of the mightiest armed force
ever assembled and former president
of the USA, died March 25, 1960.
Work is progressing rapidly on the
new Faith United Church building. The
sanctuary is circular in design and
will have a seating capacity of 270.
Completion is set for July 1.

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO EARLY 1984-(Jan-March)
Eric Nilson, son of James ‘50 and
Isabelle Nilson of Ranier, has enlisted
in the USAF
Robbie Gambino, FHS junior, pulled
down the top spot for the Falls in the
Bronco Swimming Invitational--competing in the 100-yard butterfly.
Milton Thompson, journeyman
mechanic, retired after 36 years in the
Insulite garage.
Jolene Vohler ‘82 was a member
of the cast of “The Little Mermaid” at
Gustavus Adolphus.
Stacy Adams, daughter of Gerald
and Jean Adams, was named to the
dean’s list at the U/Wisc.- LaCrosse.
Her major is finance.
David Cowlishaw and Jeanine
Darval have both joined the Navy’s
delayed entry program.
Marine Lance Cpl. Douglas Furseth
‘76 has reported for duty with 1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton.
Winter Sports Day Royalty at FHS
were Jay Schulz and Jennifer Brekke.
Michael Turenne, FHS senior will
attend Augsburg College this fall.
Cecil and Margaret Smrstik were
honored at a buffet reception on February 2 to celebrate their 40th wedding
anniversary.
Jim’s Eat Shoppe closed all day
February 15 in memory of James
“Jimmy” Pagedas. All friends were
invited to attend the memorial service
at 10 a.m. and a light lunch followed at
Jim’s Eat Shoppe.
A new counseling business, Family
Alternatives, was opened in the professional building at 318 Eighth Ave. by
Larry and Marilyn Mathews.
Del Hickey has accepted a position
with the Falls paper mill as production
engineer. Cynthia Jaksa did likewise
as an accountant in the Insulite Office.
Clarence LePage, 62, retired from
his position as clean-up man for the

Insulite mill in February.
Laura Ericson, daughter of Betty Ericson, received the Chancellor’s award
for academic excellence during first
semester at the U/Wisconsin-Stout.
Mary Pelowski was named to the
fall semester dean’s list at Hamline U.
in St. Paul. Janis Gust was named
to the honor’s list for winter quarter at
Golden Valley Lutheran College.
Brenda Bertilson, installment loan
officer and Marlys Raboin, real estate
loan officer at First American Bank
recently completed a short course at
the Federal Reserve Bank/Mpls.
Three FHS students earned berths
in National History Day competition
after spending the weekend at the U/
MN. They are Jeanine Coulombe,
Shannon Dornhecker and Jennifer
McCann.
Tom Sheridan was named to the
Director’s List at Dakota Co. Area
Vocational Technical Institute at Rosemount.
Greg Hellings was named to the fall
semester Dean’s List for law school
students at Hamline University.
Susan Turenne, daughter of Paul
and Marcia, graduated from the American Airlines Learning Center in Dallas.
Tanja Goetz was the winner of a
sportsmanship trophy presented in
memory of Kim Hams, a figure skater
who died last summer. It is to be a
traveling trophy, which will be awarded
each year to a skater who best exemplifies Kim’s qualities. This was the
9th annual Figure Skating Show.
Jim Cowlishaw was honored as
“knight of the year” for his accomplishments throughout the year as a member of the Knights of Columbus.”

Made a
“donation”
to this paper
recently?
Costs have
risen!!!

1959’s

50t

h

The “Caring Classmates of ‘59”
are reaching out to all of you with
the information on our 50th, can you
believe it, class reunion.
We will stroll back in time with
memories through the years and
begin our “trek” August 6, 2009, at
Woody’s Pub on the shores of Rainy
Lake, Ranier. A casual get together.
Then on we go to Sha Sha Resort
on August 7th for a great walleye
buffet. Enjoy Rainy from all angles!
Saturday will bring us to the end
with a fabulous buffet at Thunderbird Lodge. It will be absolutely fun
with a surprise comedy act and then
dancing the night away with our own
Patty O’Porter!
If you would like to be a part
of the comedy act, please let Bev
Loveland Stinson know at bevzekes@frontiernet.net for more info.
A fun, crazy and entertaining event
that will have you in stitiches. Also,
Norma Jean Manselle Hanson will
be doing the decorating at Thunderbird, so if you would like to help her,
let us know that also.
I have another idea for entertainment for Friday night at ShaSha and
will go over it with the group - hold
on to your hat Susan Kerry Stamson!! ( It involves you!)
Don’t procrastinate - come on home
- get your reservation in early.
If you have a special talent painting, writing, etc. and would like
to donate some of your work to be
used for prizes, please let us know.
We surely would welcome your special gift to the Class of ‘59 Reunion.
If there is someone you would
especially like to see, give them a
call or send a note so that you can
get together at “home”! We are all
looking forward to seeing you all
there - lots of hugs promised!!!!
Beverly Stinson
bevzekes@frontiernet.net
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joHn linD: An intErEStinG liFE

JOHN LIND ‘49 dropped me a short note in mid-March with two pictures and
some chatter--which I acknowledged and then, at my request, followed a longer
letter which is really a “saga” of both his life and an era
of the Falls that almost all of you can relate to. This is
combined and I’ll let him tell it. ++ “My dad came up
from Duluth to run Century-Mathews Freight around
1947 or ‘48 and I came ahead of the family and
worked at Jack Robb’s MOBIL Station for the summer.
Somehow I met Mary Herman ‘50 and when I returned
to duluth, we wrote a couple times and she sent me a
picture.” (At this point there was a little confusion as to
“who” was on the picture--but I knew for sure and said
picture was sent to Mary in Calif. jls) ++ “ My dad
and I roomed at Dorothy Meyers ‘50 home for a short
time. Also, my Uncle Clayton, who married Shirley
Holbrook ‘43, worked for my dad and then the M&O
for many years.” (shirley passed away on March
7th and hopefully, her obituary will be elsewhere in
this issue.) Jack continues, “They were both living
in Burnsville, MN, in recent years while Shirley ran
Montgomery Wards for years and they had a coffee
shop by their home on Highway 53 before they moved
south. All the good times I had at Jim’s Eat Shop, the
Ritz, and the Flame will stay with me forever. I was
in the 12th grade for a short time as I went to work for
my dad delivering freight and got booted out of school
for not showing up enough, but I did get my Ged from
the Falls while in the Air Force.”
“The young people in the Falls now have no
idea how much fun the Falls was in the ‘40’s. If you
were looking for night life there was enough for a
town of 100,000. From Swede Charlies to the Palm
Gardens to the Flame and Ritz and even the Second Street taverns. Live music
at the Gardens was the ‘living end”. And how about the Log Cabin with all the
stuffed animals (full of dust) and there was a bar on the back corner of the Rex
Hotel where you went down some stairs. And Ranier had a couple--one was
‘One Arm Mary,’ I think. Boy, we hit them all.
I went into the Air Force in 1951 and came back in ‘52 to get married

in the Ukrainian Hall and am still married to the “same Virginia.” (See picture.)
After I got out of the AF, I drove taxi for the Fintland Bros for one winter and that
was something else. Taking drunk lumberjacks way out
in the woods to camp on a narrow road at night in 30
below weather and not knowing where you were was
scary. Those men were the best and honest as you
could be--they worked as hard as they drank.
I remember delivering to all the stores in town.
Having to open up the sidewalk metal doors at the Ace
Hardware, taking 55 gallon drums of syrup downstairs
at the Rexall Drug and making sure you didn’t drop
or dent a box of candy bars at Rauschers. Also we
had to get the fresh meat from the train a couple times
a week and it had better be done fast as the small
grocers had to get it cut up as it was all in sides of
beef. Memory says one was Marion Nagurski’s and
another sabourin’s. Wow, those were the good old
days for sure; no TV, no cell phones; just good friends
that helped one another.
I worked in the Mill as a papermaker --6th hand
on the #3 machine--after the cab bit. Then to Wahpeton, ND, for a year; back and built a home behind
Hwy. 53 (which has burned down); off to Kansas City
and built another (studied architecture); worked for a
couple of architects and then back to Golden Valley,
MN, as superintendent of the model shop for Franklin
Manufacturing ‘til they moved the offices to the plant
in St. Cloud. I managed a plastic plant in Cannon
Falls, built another home in Red Wing and retired
at 52 where we had 120 acres, raised herefords and
quarter horses, and had a three-acre garden plus sold
produce in Rochester two days a week until we finally
moved to Warsaw, MO, and have been here 17 years now. Going on 77 now but
been having lung problems and they haven’t been able to find out exactly what
yet, but they are still trying. I just slowed down to keep even with the oxygen
output. I can still make three miles at the gym in 60 minutes, but any work taxes
my energy fast. Well, my life in a nutshell. E-mail: lindjc@peoplepc.com

KnuDSon CommunitY FunD AnnounCES FirSt BEquEStS
On May 28, 2009, the Marshall N. Knudson Family Community Fund
announced the distribution of $15,000 in gifts in its initial grant round,
including $7,500 to the Northome City Library for construction costs
of a new facility.
The purpose of the fund is to support non-profit and charitable groups
and activities that enrich the lives of the citizens of International Falls
and Koochiching County.
The fund, part of the American endowment Foundation, was established
by International Falls native, Class of ‘31, and longtime Falls head librarian
Marie Knutson who passed away in 2008.
Other financial gifts to the community will help support a range of
activities. These include:
$2,500 - Falls Hunger Coalitiion - annual campaign
$1,000 - Friends against Abuse - anti-bullying training in the IF schools
$1,000 - United Way of NE MN - books for the Dolly Parton Imagination
Library

$1,000 - Borderland Humane society - general operating costs
$1,000 - Falls elementary for reading-program books
$1,000 - FHS for the HS band to travel to New York City.
“These recipients represent only a portion of those requesting funds,”
said fund advisory committee spokesman Douglas Skrief. “It is particulary exciting that a large portion of the gifts have been in the support of
community library and reading programs, considering Marie Knudson’s
long dedication to public libraries.”
The fund accepts applications from residents of Koochiching County
and others who serve the community in a number of areas, including
promotion of the general welfare and quality of life in the community.
The next grant deadlines for 2009 are July 1 and October 1. Grant guidelines and application forms are available from the fund advisory
committee, in care of Randy Pozniak, CPA, 213 Third Street, International
Fallls, MN 56649.
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CLASS OF 1944 - ARTHUR HOLMSTROM 83 cont’d... Art then graduated
from St. Olaf in Chemistry in 1956; returned to the Falls and went to work for
Mando as a research chemist. He married Edith Stillar in 1963 and they were
happily married for 45 years. They loved to travel, especially to Elderhostels and
went on more than 20. They were foster parents and host parents for foreign
exchange students--four from Honduras and one from Bangladesh. Art was a
genealogist, historian, fisherman, and they enjoyed time at their cabin on Crow
Lake. He was very active at First Lutheran--a 40-year choir member, Sunday
School teacher, and council member; a Koochiching County Historical Society
member and strong supporter of Backus-AB. Art was preceded in death by
his Swedish immigrant parents (Carl Gustaf 1881-1965 and Elizabeth Eleanora
Holmstrom 1891-1970) and siblings Ruth, Elise and Joseph. Services were
at Green-Larsen Mortuary on February 6 and a memorial services was held
this spring at First Lutheran Church. Memorials suggested to First Lutheran’s
Endowment Fund, Koochiching Co. Historical Society, Backus/AB, Hospice, the
Falls Food Shelf or to donor’s choice.
(Note: We overlapped for two years in college and I have nothing but respect
and high regard for Art and how he handled those years of regaining his health
and his accomplishments the last 50 years.)
Class of 1956 - CLYDE A. SWENEY 70, died of complications of pneumonia on August 29, 2008 in New Windsor, NY. He was born to Zelda and Harry
Sweney in Ranier on December 1, 1937. After HS he joined the Army and
served seven years. While overseas, he married Betty (Kirschmann) in Pirmasens, Germany, on September 26, 1958. They settled in New York after his
discharge--where he worked for 33 years in various post offices in the New York
City area. His loving wife Betty and five children plus four grandchildren survive. Five of Clyde’s siblings--Wayne, Ronald ‘41, Leon ‘45, Margaret Aasen ‘39
and Doris Johnson ‘49 preceded him in death while John ‘43, Wilfred ‘50, and
Laura ‘46 survive. Services were conducted in New Windson on September 23
with interment at Cedar Hills Cemetary, Middle Hope, NY. The family’s address
is 32 Clark View Road, Windsor, NY 12553.
Class of 1944 - MARGARET KOTILINEK WEINGART 82, passed away at
home in Robbinsdale, MN, on October 13, 2008. She was born in the Falls
in January 1926 to Ben and Ellen (Glenn) Kotilinek and grew up with her two
sisters, Rosemary Mossberg ‘40 and Helene Melby ‘47 (who survive) in the
family home--which at least for quite a few years was right across the street from
St. Thomas School. Margaret was a longtime volunteer at the Church of the
Sacred Heart in Robbinsdale where services were held. She also served as a
voting election judge for the City of Robbinsdale. She was preceded in death
by her parents and husband, Paul. In addition to her sisters and their families,
she is survived by four sons and their wives plus 11 grandchildren. (Some of
you may have had her aunt, Miss Rose Glenn, as a teacher. Or dealt with her
dad, Ben, at the State Bank. My husband did when he was employed fulltime at
Mando and he tried to take out a $100 loan. Mr. Kotilnek made Red’s dad come
in and sign and you know who remembers that!)
CLASS OF 1956 - BEVERLY SUTHERLAND HOLENKO 70, died of cancer at
home surrounded by her family on October 12. Other than six years of living
in Two Harbors during the 1960’s, she always lived in the Falls. She married
JAMES HOLENKO ‘56 in 1958 and they celebrated their 50th anniversary two
weeks before she passed away. Bev had retired recently from her last position with Island View Realty. Spare time had her golfing (won the Jewel Box
Tourney), at the “shack, fishing, following the Vikings, T’Wolves, college sports
and those two grandsons. Bev was known for practicality and common sense.
She was a real “people person” and loved visiting--family, friends and strangers
alike. She was preceded in death by her parents, Oscar and Minnie Sutherland, her siblings KENNETH (“Butch”) ‘58, and Delores--plus her son, RANDY
‘85. Other survivors were her children JEFF ‘82, CINDY ‘78, SANDY ‘79, and
MICHELLE; those two special grandsons and her siblings--KEITH (“Oscar”) ‘66,
DARLENE BAHR ‘54, KAREN BOYUM ‘60, DIANE NAEGELE ‘73, and CRYSTAL BASSETTE. Also two sister-in-laws, RHODA SUTHERLAND ‘60 and EILEEN (“KY”) HOLENKO ‘52. Services were at Zion Lutheran, where she was a
member. A very special song, recorded by her musical son Jeff, was part of the
service. Memorials preferred to the North Star Hospice, the American Cancer

Society or the Randy Holenko Scholarship Fund.
CLASS OF 1935 - LOUISE TOWLE GABLE 91, passed away peacefully on
February 21 at the Littlefork Nursing Home. “Grandma Lou” was a member of
the FHS National Honor Society and proud that all five of her children also were
FHS grads before pursing their own dreams and aspirations. She married John
Gable and they spent 62 wonderful years together. She loved to cook and bake
for her family and her Christmas baking started right after the Thanksgiving turkey was gone. Everyone’s favorite holiday cookies were made and decorated.
The baking went beyond her home kitchen--she worked at Pearson’s Bakery,
and then made more donuts over the weekend for husband John. In addition to
cooking, her favorite pastime was sewing--”wedding gowns, and prom dresses
to Halloween costumes and warm pajamas.” Then to relax? She be sitting in
her rocking chair and crocheting gifts. She had a container garden on the deck
and tomatoes drew the most attention. It sounded like it was almost a family
game as to who managed to pick the first truly red tomato! (If they were slow
due to “our weather” some springs--she’d pick ‘em and make them into “friend
green tomatoes.”) Grandma Lou believed in the mission of the Girl and Boy
Scouts and did a considerable amount of volunteering. One final quote from her
children about their very unique mother: “Outspoken, and not afraid to share
her opinions (whether you wanted to hear them or not), many a childhood friend
or neighbor was quick to hear her advice, especially if she thought you were on
the wrong side of the right thing to do.” ++ Lou was preceded in death by her
husband, infant daughter Barbara, a sister Norma Towle Card and her son-inlaw, Tom Lewis. Survivors include her sister, ETTA ERICKSON ‘39, and children KATHY LEWIS ‘68, RICHARD ‘62 (Janna), DENNIS ‘64 (Pam Mitchell ‘67),
GARY ‘66 (Mohrghaine), and TIM ‘75 (Beth) plus 15 grandchildren and many
“greats.” Memorial services were conducted Feb. 28 at St. Thomas. A picnic
lunch was served in Aquinas Hall following interment--as “a good hot dog” was
one of Grandma Lou’s favorite things to eat.
LITTLEFORK ‘56 GRAD & MOTHER OF FALLS GRADS - PAT WILKOWSKI
PETERSON 70, died April 5 at St. Mary’s Medical Center, Duluth. After finishing HS she attended Bemidji State for one year, but failed the shorthand class
and decided to come home and marry Ralph Peterson--they celebrated their
50th on July 12, 2008. Pat was a homemaker, wife, mother, sister and friend
with a heart of gold--giving more than she received in everything she did in her
life. She worked at St. Thomas for 17 years and Shorewood Dental for four
years. 1982 was a “big year” for the Petersons: Pat graduated from RRCC in
secretarial studies; JEFF ‘82 graduated from FHS, BRIAN ‘77 graduated from
Bemidji Vo-Tech in carpentry and DAVID ‘79 from Hibbing Vo-Tech in law enforecement. IT WAS ONE HECK OF A PARTY!
Pat was also writing her life
story when she passed away, getting up to 2004-2008. Her children will finish it-saying “It is the least we can do for all she did for us.” She loved reunions/gatherings, she volunteered whenever she was asked (or just did what needed to be
done because that was her way). Pat loved the outdoors, flowers and gardening. She liked to be other places and see other places but didn’t like traveling.
She wanted the “Beam me up, Scotty” way to travel. Survivors include her
husband, five children Brian ‘77 (Teresa), David ‘79 (Roberta), Jeff ‘82 (Terri),
Greg ‘80 (?), and Cheryl Anderson (special friend Bret Mann); 14 grandchildren
and one great granddaughter Mahkaela. Services were held at St. Thomas and
memorials preferred to the church or school--or the Falls Food Shelf where she
was a long time volunteer.
EMMA EDNA SWENSON 86 passed away April 16 at the Falls Memorial Hospital. She was born in Barney, ND, to Paul and Ella Klawitter. Emma married
Stanley Swenson, Class of 1938, and they raised their family at Crystal Beach.
Stanley passed away in 1990 and Emma’s sibings, Martin and Linda also preceded her in death. Emma was active in her church--St. Paul’s Lutheran, where
services were held; with their Ladies Aid and with the Rainy Lake Women’s Club.
Surviving Emma are her three children: VERNON ‘69 (KAREN ‘69) SWENSON,
SHIRLEY ‘66 (Bruce) SCHMIDT and SHARON ‘64 (LARRY ‘62) CULLEN, Phoenix, AZ, along with seven grandchildren all FHS grads and five great grands
plus a brother in Tulsa and a sister in Ft. Wayne. “She loved life and became a
friend to all the wonderful people who came into her life over the years.”
HAZEL UTTER 103 passed away April 14 at the Falls Good Samaritan Center
continued on page 15

PAGE 15 — FHS Alumni Newspaper #54 - june 2009
Final Farewell continued from page 14
where she has resided for several years. Graveside services were conducted
April 16 at the Birchdale Cemetery. A memorial service and complete obituary
will be follow. She is survived by two children--Frank ‘46 and Doris Cuervo ‘51,
Jacksonville, FL.
FATHER OF FOUR “FHS GRAD” DAUGHTERS AND RESIDENT OF THE
FALLS FOR 56 YEARS - HARVEY W. DVERGSTEN 79 passed away February 1 at his home. He was born and raised in Greenbush, MN--working on the
family farm, on construction, and at the Grand Forks sugar beet factory. Harvey
married Erine Ignaszewski in August 1951 and two months later they moved to
the Falls. He worked for Mando in the wood room; for Boise Insulite for 19 years
and in the Union Office as vice president and president until he retired. Then
down the street a few blocks, he worked at the Travel Information Center for several years and enjoyed some Yuma, AZ, winters. Harvey was a member of St.
Thomas where services were held and of the Knights of Columbus and the Falls
Lions Club. Harvey and Erine were the parents of four daughters: ELIZABETH
‘69 (CALVIN ‘68) BACON (Vulcan, Mich.), EUNICE ‘70 (JOHN ‘69) GUSTAVSON,
(Norway, Mich.), ELAINE ‘77 (Terry) **AARNESS, Iron Mountain, Mich; and
ELLEN ‘89 (Chad) JONSON, Int’l. Falls. (**Elaine is the very first person in the
2007 Directory with the “Aa” beginning.) There are eight grandchildren, five
“great grands” with two more due in May. Harvey is also survived by his wife,
Erine. He was preceded in death by his only son, Harold, at age 10 (1965) and
four siblings. Services were at St. Thomas.
WIFE OF A 1920 GRAD AND MOTHER OF FIVE - ARLINE CAREW 96 went to
be with her Lord on April 5 at the Falls Good Samaritan Center. Arline was born
in Becker County in 1912 and married A. J. “Shorty” Carew in 1932. Her lifelong
work was being a housewife and homemaker to her husband (for 66 years) and

five children--YVONNE ‘51 (JERRY FRANK ‘50), KENNETH ‘52 (deceased),
LELAND ‘54 (deceased--survived by wife Joyce), TERRY ‘58 (NANCY ‘63) and
AARON ‘60 (Gloria). At one time she and the family lived in the sheriff’s residence when “Shorty” was the acting sheriff. The prisoners at the time said they
had never eaten so well because they ate the meals Arline prepared for her own
family! Arline was very active in the First Baptist Church, where services were
held and she is remembered for the beautiful voice which she shared there and
at many area funerals. There are seven grandchildren and three great grandchildren.
CLASS OF 1947 - DONALD R. BOHMAN 79, Silverdale, WA, died at a daughter’s home in Belfair, WA, on March 23. He was born at Soldier’s Point on Rainy
Lake where his father was a commercial fisherman. Donald worked several
summers at the Kettle Falls Hotel; later for Honeywell and then as an electrical
engineer in the Bremerton, WA shipyard. He was a pilot, owned his own planes
and enjoyed working on them. Don was active in the Coast Guard Auxiliary for
19 years in the Washington State area. He was preceded in death by his parents Frank and Ethel and three siblings--FRANK ‘43, Melvin and MURIEL ‘50
(JOHN ‘49) Walls. Survivors include four daughters and several grandchildren
and two siblings--CHARLENE ERICKSON ‘49 and DOUG ‘53 (Jan) BOHMAN,
Port Isabel, TX plus many nieces and nephews. Funeral services were to be
conducted in Washington at a later date.
CLASS OF 1946 - BERNETTA JOHNSON ROWE 80 - died peacefully on May
14 in Clarkston, Idaho. She was born in the Falls to Constance and Chester
Johnson and was preceded in death by Frank Kuka and Floyd Dinger, the fathers of her five children who are all married and living in the Pacific NW except
for Michael/Bonnie Kuka, Maple Plain, MN.
Final Farewell continued on page 21

Looking Good, Feelin’ Fine,
We’re The Class of ‘79!

30, 25, 20, no it’s 15!! (Ha ha, don’t we wish!) Anyway,

Let’s Party!!!! It’s 30 Years!

July 3, 2009, Thunderbird Lodge, 8:00-12:00
Appetizers, Cash Bar, Music by DJ Dan
Suprise Musical Guest!
$35 Couple • $20 Single
Please make checks payable to “Class of ‘79”
Please RSVP by June 15, 2009 (need cash, out of funds!)
Mail to: Class of ‘79, 3061 County Road 125, Int’l Falls, MN 56649
We would love to hear what is going on in your life.
Email us at FallsHighClassof79@gmail.com
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Dear Classmates,
I was traumatized this weekend.
Saturday evening about 9:00 p.m. Rainy Lake One Stop was robbed at gun point
by a man wearing a ski mask. He left after getting the loot in a vehicle described
as a white, 4-door car.
Well at exactly the same time I was leaving my place in Ranier with my Granddaughter and 2 of her 12 year old friends to give them a ride to town. My car is
a 4 -door very light tan car. I had no idea what was happening along the lake
road but all of a sudden there were cop cars all over the place. I had to pull over
twice as I met a cop car with all their lights flashing and sirens blaring heading
up the lake. I figured there was a bar fight at the Road House. The second time
I pulled over a vehicle pulled over right behind me. I didn’t think anything of it
because that’s what you’re supposed to do when meeting an emergency vehicle
responding to a call. After the cop car passed, I put my turning light on and went
to pull back onto the highway, when all of a sudden the car behind me turned
on their emergency flashing lights for me to stay right where I was. I couldn’t
believe it, as I looked in my rear view mirror and saw a cop on my tail. He didn’t
approach me until a second police car was behind him for backup. Now I’m sitting on the side of the highway just before the old Gateway Trading Post with two
cop cars behind me with all the flashing lights going and still they weren’t approaching me. Then they turned the flood lights on us, so now we are lit up like
Fort Knox. The 3 little tween girls in my car were so scared they were shaking.
All three of them were on their cell phones texting friends as fast as their little
fingers could go. This was the most excitement they had had in a long time.
I rolled down my window and waited for the officer to approach. He threw us off
guard when he came to the passengers window instead. He tapped on the glass
with his flashlight and said to roll down the window. He shined the light on all of
us, as I started explaining I was just pulling to the side all the time because of all
the emergency vehicles. He said, “Well obviously we have the wrong vehicle and
told me I could go.” I had no idea there had been an armed robbery and I was
driving what looked like the getaway vehicle. Now this isn’t what traumatized
me.
When I got back home I quickly turned on my scanner to try to hear what all
the excitement was about. An officer came on and asked another officer if they
still had the car pulled over. What I heard next was the police report describing
what had just happened to us and THAT IS What TRAMATIZED me. The officer responded, “No we let them go. It was an elderly women.” A WHAT…….. I
couldn’t believe my ears…. An elderly women!!!!! Well I yelled two choice words
at the scanner and felt much better. Yes, I know I’m a grandma…. But I’ve always
thought an elderly women was someone 20 years older than whatever age I am
at the time.
Your Elderly Classmate,
Diane Edens ‘68
GEt Your CAlEnDAr inFo on now !
tHiS iS For tHE 4tH oF julY--CominG Soon
2009 Bronco 5K run/walk & Kids Fun run
To be held Saturday, July 4, 2009, at the FHS Track. 5K starts at 9 a.m. and
the Kids Run at 10 a.m. Cost: $15 if pre-registered by June 24th or $20 on
Race day - Includes a t-shirt. Kids run free. 5K: awards for top three male
and female finishers in eight (8) different age categories and medals to the
top Kids Run. Ribbons awarded to all participants.
Registration forms are available at www.isd361.k12.mn.us/schools/fhs/track.
shtml or www.northlandrur Office.
THIS IS A FUNDRAISER FOR THE BRONCO BOYS & GIRLS TRACK AND
FIeLd TeAMs.

SLOUGHGRASS - Families of Olesons, Nelsons & Hultmans - they will be performing at the Minnesota State Fair August 29th & 30th and here July 15th.

1960 CLASSMATES! One year to go until our 50th.
Currently, we have not located the following: John
Abley, Richard Lindholm, Thomas Reardon, Richard
Simonson, Vince Vnuck, Ernestine Meyers, Stanley
Kramer, Madeline Johnson, Kathy Callahan, Romarro skeim, Ronald Wold and George Hansen.
ANY SIBLINGS OF THE ABOVE? Your help welcome, too. Contact Delane Servis, 218-283-4262 or
dservis@frontiernet.net. Our celebration will be held
Friday, July 23 & Saturday, July 24 - 2010 !!!

if any of you ‘62 friends are coming to the
Falls for a visit PlEASE lEt uS Know!!

We are always ready to have a get together for coffee,
lunch or dinner somewhere.
Jeannine Nelson - 218-286-3558 or jnelson27@frontier.net
Janet Schulz - 218-283-3154 or fallsnordy@charter.net
Iverne Kuryla - 218-283-926 or 217-283-8643

Enjoying this edition of
the Alumni News?
Alumni Newspaper
Subscriptions available.
See page 31 for more information.

PAGE 17 — FHS Alumni Newspaper #54 - june 2009

(Note: The following article appeared in the Medical Bulletin of the Minnesota Medical Foundation’s Fall 2008 Issue. It features Dr. Arthur Aufderheide, who has been married for 63 years to
Mary Buryk Aufderheide, FHS Class of 1940.)
	Dr. Aufderheide enters his basement
It was a good start. Over the course of
office near the loading dock of a research
his career, he estimates that he has studied
building several blocks off the U/MN-Duluth
at least 500 mummies--the oldest being about
Campus Inside his office are the usual
9,000 years old--in 20 locations around the
items: bookshelves, a microscope, a tape
world. He hauls a suitcase carrying 10 to 20
dispenser. And then there is a set of mumthumb-sized samples from each mummy back
mified lungs. And inside a broken-down
to his labl for analysis.
incubator he salvaged from another Medical
The field has come a long way since
School department, he stores about 5,000
Aufderheide launched his career 30 years
samples of mummified body tissue.
ago. At first, he wasn’t even sure that there
It’s the world’s only mummified tissue
would be any useful medical information in
archive, and it’s Aufderheide’s legacy. Since
mummies. After discovering that here was,
the longtime pathology professor at the Mediindeed, he relied entirely on a vusual examical School--Duluth Campus started studying
nation of each mummy. Today sophisticated
disease patterns in mummies three decades
technologies for analyzing ancient DNA are
ago, he has become one of the world’s leademerging that can reveal much more, and
ing experts in a field known as paleopatholAufderheide believes they will “explode the
ogy.
field.” He is one of the few paleopathologists
And as the 86-year old professor
in the US. Most others are in Europe. He’s
Mary and Arthur were married on January 26, 1946. She is a
prepares to retire from research and teachnot
sure what wll happen to his archive of
violinist and they are have been extremely active/supported the
ing (this actully took place at the end of fall
mummy
tissue samples once he retires. But
Duluth Symphony.
semester 2008), he is trying to finish a few
thans in part to his archive, “now we can claim
things--just a dozen or so projects that he put aside years ago and his third book it’s a legitimate area of study,” Aufderheide says.
on mummies.
And after so much travel, Doctor Arthur and Mary say they’re about
	Dr. Aufderheide brings a degree of passion and energy to his research
ready to retire their passports. But they have at least one more trip planned:
in paleopathology that is almost palpable and certainly enviable,” says Gary
to Bolzano, Italy, the spring of 2009 (which took place right before this was
Davis, Ph.D., senior associate dean of the Medical School. “Very few faculty
published)--for the opening of a mummy exhibit.
members will retire knowing that they helped create the academic field of study
in which they became an international star. Dr. Aufderheide is one of those few.”
NOT YOUR AVERAGE MUMMY...a sidelight to this article ...Dr. Aufderheide,
“Aufderheide, a native of New Ulm, MN, and a member of the Medical
ventured into new territory in 2006 when he examined his first dinosaur fossil
School Class of 1946, worked as a hospital pathologist in the Duluth area for the
in Malta, Montana.
first 25 years of his career. When the University built a medical school camHe joined a team investigating “Leonardo,” a 77-million-year-old fossil
pus in Duluth, he volunteered to help develop the curriculum. As he got more
unearthed in 2001. It’s the only dinosaur found that still has skin covering a
involved, he decided to enter academia full time.
large portion of its body and still has other preserved internal parts, including
“This much is true: I was getting tired of what I was doing after 25
the stomach and its contents. Dr. Aufderheide provided the team with imporyears,” he says. “It wasn’t the challenge it had been in the beginning. I didn’t
tant insights about how dinosaurs of that period might have died.
realize it when I came up here--it was just an accident--that I would end up having to do some form of research. That got the juices flowing again.”
But by that time, he was already 55 years old and didn’t want to go back
Personal/Family tidbits: Mary and Arthur were married on January 26, 1946-to school for a Ph.D. He had always been interested in archaeology and an63 years ago at First Lutheran in Minneapolis. Mary has played her violin now
thropology, so he thought he’d try to mel those interested with his knowledge of
for 84 years and she just “retired” (albeit temporarily) due to a problem with
disease.
“her neck.” While growing up in the Falls, she took violin lessons from Walter
“When patients die in the hospital, a legacy of medical information is
Andrusco, with a group of nine boys. (I played in the City Band with Walter and
available to us through the autopsy,” he says. “It occurred to me that maybe
remember him well as do some of you readers.) Some of you will also rememsome of it--maybe just some of it--might still be there in mummies. And if so, I’d
ber Dr. Nathan Wolfe Fitterman. He walked across our bridge in all kinds of
like to recover that information.”
weather to give violin lessons to Mary and two others--for which he was paid 75
As he soon learned, only a minute fraction of 1 percent of human bodcents each. Effie Hanover, widow of Dr.Ralph Hanover, and mother of the late
ies end up as mummies. In some cultures, mummification results from packing
Russell, had Mary come down to Littlefork and play for a PTA meeting one time.
bodies of deceased with salts and painting them with a water-proofing agent to
prevent rehydration. In extremely dry climates, a dead body can mummify spon- She also told me about a six-week trip she and another young American gal
took during the late summer of 1945--near the end of WW II. During that time,
taneously, or naturally.
they spent $160 each touring in Norway, Sweden and Lapland. Among their
Not sure where to start his research, he and his wife, Mary, flew to Bogota, Columbia, to see what they could find. Mary had a knack, they discovered problems, they had a tire go “bad”--couldn’t buy one, but found one that worked!
for picking up foreign languages. And her people skills opened a lot of doors.
The Aufderheides are the parents of three children. Dr. Patricia is at American
“Fifty percent of the team consisted of Mary,” her husband insists. “She made it
University in Washington, DC, and recently received an award in Los Angeles
all possible.”
for a documentary film. She is the mother of their two grandchildren. Son Tom
On their first day in Bogota, they took a bus tour of the city. The tour
is a doctor at Froedter Hospital in Milwaukee and was recently featured in a
guide spoke English well, and they hired her to accompany them on their
book entitled, “The Hero of Emergency Medicine.” Their youngest son, Walter,
excursion the next day. “By that night, we had seen 60 mummies in five differis in the field of anatomy and teaches in Colorado Springs. Husband Art has a
ent locations, and two of the curators were willing to work with us on long-term
book coming out in September entitled, “Over Modeled Skulls.” What a family
research,” Dr. Aufderheidesays.
and what a pleasure to visit with her again!!!
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SOME HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE NINTH “OLD TIMER’S HOCKEY TOURNAMENT” PLAYED AT
KERRY PARK & BRONCO ARENA THE WEEKEND OF MARCH 20-21
This tournament has raised over $100,000 in nine years and while exact
figures were not ready for the press release in late March, it was expected they
had again raised $17,000 as they did in 2008. There were 27 teams that played
in four divisions.
Nagurski Transport won its third title in six years--having advanced to the
championship game in five out of those six years in the Larry Ross Division.
The losers in that game this year were the Meyers Sports team 3-2. Winners in
the other divisions were: Ranier’s von Brewlers defeating Rumors Up North in
the Jim Thompson 30+ Division; Holiday Inn/Timber Pins finished 3-0 to win the
Dunn Sampson 40+ Division and the Roseau Golden Agers topped the Super
One Bronco Codgers 2-0 in the Championship of the Buck Riley 50+ Division.
“A first” was Chad Kilen, a referee, who proposed to his girl friend Saturday
evening with the teams lined up for the opening puck drop. Shelly McNeil said
“Yes” and Chad thought “It was pretty cool.
In addition to the games, each tourney has had a Shootout in Clinton Bahr’s
memory. It is “the goalie” against a lone shooter. Goalie’s have stopped the
puck in six of the nine tournaments. Only shooters to win were Marty Olson
‘89 against a North St. Paul goalie in 2002; Lee Jenke (Brookfield, Wis.) over a
Blaine goalie in 2003 and Scott Hagen (Maple Grove) over a Cloquet goalie this
year. While most of the participants in the event have Falls ties, you’ll note others are coming to this great winter event. (For all I know, some of these winners
are actually really from “the Falls.”)
Tournament director again was George McDonald with his efficient committee members. (I suspect they love every planning minute and even the post
tourney chores!)
MORE HOCKEY: DO YOU REMEMBER THE 1966 BRONCO TEAM? Well,
they outscored their opponents 188-30 in 28 games. The were unbeaten and
had nine shutouts including a 5-0 victory over Roseau in the state tourney
championship game with Tim Sheehy’s line scoring all five goals. Well, the
MINNESOTA WILD pro team, this winter--in partnership with AT&T--put on a
“contest” (of sorts) to select the greatest boys HS hockey team of all time. Ten
teams were in contention and our 1966 Broncos were voted THE GREATEST.
The winner was announced April 10. (I am sure many of you remember it well
even though it was 40+ years ago. I do--living in San Antonio at the time, my
folks called me after each of the three games. I suspect my Air Force neighbors
were bored but they listened to my excited descriptions of each game.) On that
squad’s picture are the following: Mike Peterson, John Mathews, Tim Sheehy,

CLASS OF 1964 REUNION

Ron Weum, Wayne Horgan, Steve Ross, Peter Hegg, Ron Beck, Rod Christensen, Duane Earnest, Tom Kuryla, Bill Wiemer, Terry Shewchuk, Dan Mahle,
Bob Patnaude, coaches Larry Ross and Kevin Kennedy and manager Tom
Haugland.
Also in a recent edition of the Journal was the picture of the 1981 Bantam
“A” team coached by Marsh Sether. Likely some of this bunch have been playing in the Kerry Park Tournaments in recent years. They were: Tony Couture,
Pat Cullen, Eddy Rognerud, Mike Fox, Troy Lepper, Hans Schumacher, Brad
Weum, Darrie Tomzcak; Travis Shold, Paul Ness, Tony Casareto, Kevin Sullivan,
Todd Lepper, Jeff Wickstrom, Tom Lynch, Terry Shold, Andy Casareto, Coaches
Ken Etienne, Marshall Sether, Lorne Tveit and Wally Shold, Manager.
It might surprise you at the last names that surface when we look at rosters
of current teams. Obviously, some are so “common” (those ending in “son” jump
out) you can’t really match ‘em up with the right parents/grandparents--but know
the present 6th grade boys BB team had a very interesting year. After splitting them up into two teams, they had 8-1 and 6-2 records and then became a
single team and played in three tournaments--winning them all. That led to a
team scrimmage at the TARGET CENTER in Mpls. with the line-ups announced
and the scoreboard and clock used! ++ The tourney that weekend was in
Cottage Grove and the Falls was placed in 3A (there were nine classes in all).
They beat Zimmerman 36-30, lost to Cloquet 59-28, followed with a 68-60 win
over Rogers and then dropped the final game in OT 56-53 to Faribault. Those
“last names?” Well, how about Miggins, Koerbitz, Bartkowski, Ward, Harala,
and Clarity? (Down here in Hendersonville, NC, we have the four HS’s and the
gals and guys play the same evenings in the same gymn. An auxiliary gymn
handles the “B” games. We have a whew of a time. The smallest HS (built
about 1900 so much like the first FHS) is eight blocks away and they went to
the semi-finals in Class “A” basketball this winter and likewise in football. This
week (typed May 8) they were awarded the SUPER SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD
given to one school from among ALL the A, AA, AAA, and AAAA DIVISIONS. In
brief it says, “...the one school in the state of NC that exemplifies sportsmanship
on and off the field at all sporting events.” (NC has a population of 8,100,00 to
our 5,100,000...but MN has “more land.” It appears both have lots of elderly...no
further comment other than “I are one.”)
I think I have mentioned some time back that we are asked so often “Who
belongs to you?” when we are at games. One of us responds, “No one, we just
enjoy HS sports and being here.” They don’t all smile and make positive comments. Some obviously act like being home in front of the TV would be better.

45 YEARS
JULY 3, 2009 • 4 P.M. - 10 P.M.
FALLS COUNTRY CLUB

CLASS OF ‘74
35TH REUNION PARTY

~ Please Send News ~
P.O. Box 933, Int’l Falls, MN 56649
Deadline - August 1, 2009
or Sooner!!

SATURDAY, JULY 25TH
6 P.M.
ISLAND VIEW LODGE

INFORMAL GATHERING

NO RESERVATIONS NEEDED
COME AS YOU ARE-- BUT COME
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Midshipman TYLER J. SPRY ‘05, son of RUSS SPRY ‘77 and DEB CHOWAN
SPRY ‘78 and grandson of DON ‘55 and SALLY PEARSON CHOWAN ‘56 and
LeAnne Beck of Ft. Frances, was recently honored at Iowa state where he is a
senior majoring in Industrial Technology. The Commanding Officer of the Naval
ROTC Battalion in Ames, Iowa, presented Tyler with a US Navy Officer Sword in
recognition of the success the battalion achieved under Tyler’s command as well
as his own outstanding achievements. He also received an American Legion
ROTC Scholarship for academic excellence. Tyler will graduate and receive his
commision on December 20 and then will attend Naval Flight School in Pensacola, FL.
BEMIDJI PIANIST TO STUDY IN ITALY... ABE HUNTER, son of Bobby and
Michelle (“Susie” Fraik ‘77) Hunter of Bemidji, will travel to Italy this summer to
participate in La Musica Lirica in Novafeltria from June 22 to July 25. He’s taking
this trip to study at this famous festival to polish his craft of Collaborative Piano.
++ Hunter, who turned 25 in January will accompany many different singers as
they prepare their opera roles. He will also learn to speak Italian. Abe said he
was proud to be asked to apply for this 2009 season when someone from the
opera festival had seen him perform with a candidate for the Ms. Senior America
contest.
While a student at Central Elementary he saw his peers playing piano and
decided that was something he wanted to try. He remembers his first teacher
with affection and how wonderful she was with children. Abe left Bemidji Hs to
attend the Perpich Center for the Arts in the Twin Cities for his last two years of
HS. He was awarded a scholarship to study piano at the U/Manitoba.
summers he went back to Bemidji where he played for musicals at the Paul
Bunyan Theatre, in churches and wherever his talent was requested. While for
a time, he entered the Design Technology program at Bemidji State but realized
the “piano kept calling him back.”
Abe said, “I realized my true passion was the piano. I also realized that I like
the role of collaborative artist, the new term which more closely describes the
role of accompanist.”
With the help of his support network he continues to work toward that goal.
This spring semester he will be at the keyboard for many senior and instrumental
recitals, as well as for the theater department’s spring play, “Cabaret.”
Abe will also continue to be the music coordinator and organist at Community Church in Walker. Time management is a key to his completing his degree
the fall of 2010. Abe has also worked with the Paul Bunyan Playhouse, played
for opera workshops at Bemidji State and been involved with the Lake Bemidji
Opera Festival.

ConCErtS in tHE PArK 2009
Note: story Time is held at 6 p.m. down toward where smokey Bear is
and the “thermometer” used to be. At 6:15 inside the library, if necessary.
There will not be any stories on July 1.Thanks to Diane Adams, Librarian,
for sharing her time!
The following dates are scheduled. Additions and changes that
may occur will be publicized in the Daily Journal.
SCHEDULE FOR SUMMER 2009 - CONCERTS AT 7 P.M.
June 10 - Pat Porter
June 17 - John Streiff & “Friends”
June 24 - Timberline - Craig Schmidt and “Friends”
July 1 - Falls Summer (July 4th) Band - John Faith, Director
July 8 - Bag Pipers from Ft. Frances - Dr. Bruce Lidtke, Director
July 15 - Slough Grass - Families of Soren Oleson--which includes
Nelsons and Hultmans. (They are booked for the MN state Fair later!)
July 22 - “Bad Influence” - John Lund, Chet Lund, Jake Juen, Bud
Wahlgren & Mike Maruk - Classic Rock and Country
July 29 - Ice Box Radio Theater - Jeff Adams, Director
August 5 - “string Group” from the Falls, the Fort and nearby John Faith, Director
(August 12 - Open for weather-related problems.)

This picnic took place at the Rotary Park in Lake Havasu City , AZ
on March 14, 2009 and all of those attending were from I. Falls.
Front Row L-R: Dennis Maloney, Carol Smith, Jackie Piekarski, Karen Brown,
Bob Brown, Wayne Mathews, Pam Mathews, Greta Hemstad, Nancy Harala,
Terry Harala, Judy Germain. Middle Row L-R: Bob Larson, Pat Larson, Patty
Kellner, Cliff Hall, Bob Piekarski, Karen Bergstrom, Paul Bergstrom, Karen Piekarski, Liz Forsythe, Trudy Lepper, Renae Maloney, Judy Kimpton, Keith Amidon,
Janet Amidon. Back Row L-R: George Smith, Dick Forsythe, Pete Hemstad,
Gary Germain, Rich Kimpton.

CLASS OF ‘64 GRADS CONGREGATE IN ARIZONA
Two separate luncheon occasions of 1964 Falls High grads took place in
Chandler and Scottsdale, AZ, this February. Marlys Aasen Stansbury, Joanne
Bahr Reilly (sister of Peggy), Peggy Bahr Johson, Terri Olson Davis, Doris
Braaten Porter and Cheryl Paquin Couture. This group who gathered in Arizona
are all 1964 grads, too, except for Joanne Reilly, as noted.
The group wrote, “wE HoPE to SEE mAnY oF our 1964 ClASSmAtES
At our 45tH rEunion on julY 3, 2009, At tHE intErnAtionAl FAllS
CountrY CluB.

doris Braaten Porter , Marlys Aasen stansbury, Kathy Weir TORNes and Gary
TORNes. KATHY AND GARY WERE MARRIED IN GREEN VALLEY, AZ, ON
FEBRUARY 12, 2009. They’ll be living in Three Lakes, Wisc. and visiting in the
Falls until winter arrives and they head back to Arizona. CONGRATS!
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SOME WINDING DOWN CHATTER...

*** A first--(that I know of)--and I hope not a last! In February four area band
leaders brought together about 240 of their students and they put on an afternoon concert at Backus. Each directed three songs--wielding their batons
were Donna Belanger (FHS), Tom Belanger ‘86 (Indus School), Johh Faith (St.
Thomas and JW Walker in Ft. Frances - retired from Falls system), and Jeanne
(Tveit) Strand ‘80 (Falls Elementary).

Picture it: 44 flutes, 50 clarinets, 31 percussionists...and more of everything not
listed! Tom commented, “It’s a good way for the community to see the importance of fine arts in students’ lives.” Jeanne, remarked, “It was wonderful directing a band that nearly filled the entire stage. “ Her group was the youngest and
they were performing songs above their level. One of Donna’s comments was,
“The sound the band made was something new--individually the bands have
between 40 and 60 students and no school has a band room big enough for the
240.”
Donna and the FHS BAND had not made their trip to New York yet when I
started this issue, but hopefully, elsewhere in this issue you will read about that
experience.
*** The IF Fire Department conducted its training in the old Border Theatre
building one evening this late winter. Among activities were “lowering a person
down the ladder from a window,” “cutting through walls, floors and doors,” “carrying someone on a backboard and (out a window?),” and more. I guess I was
more in a “back when” mindset regarding THE BEST THEATRE WE HAD and
now? Well, it is serving some purpose. (some weeks later it was demolished!)
(Remember the Darvel’s popcorn wagon? The soda fountain at Brown/Hoselton Drug?)
For you who haven’t been back for a long time, the “old” FALLS THEATRE
became the ELKS LODGE facility and it serves the community in many ways...
the “old” GRAND THEATRE, likewise, has served the community as the UNION
HALL and many social events as a rental situation.
There were many, many fund raisers for the FALLS HUNGER COALITION
during March. The staff of Falls Memorial Hospital raised over $650 when the
employees brought their favorite homemade soups to share. Winners of their
Soup-er-Bowl contest were Heidi Cassibo Sutherland ‘98 (Cheesy Potato), Terry
Ehrman (Southwest Chicken and Bean), and Betsy (Mindl) Loop’83 (Taco).
The Good Samaritan Society-IF, celebrated their annual Valentine Party. Decorations abounded along with treats and beverages. Ballots are cast for King and
Queen and this year Fred Jerome ‘39 and Geraldine Johnson Howard ‘48 were
crowned and adorned with capes and crowns--plus flowers and chocolate, too.
Both were raised in the Falls--Fred working an as independent contractor and
moving lots. He came back about 10 years ago and has been at Good Samaritan since April 2008. Gerry has been a Falls resident most of her life--growing
up here and except for 7 years when she and her late husband, Bob, were in
Washington State, has lived here. She moved to Good Sam in August 2007.
THE CLUB GIRLS, as they named themselves, have gotten together monthly
for SIXTY YEARS! This February, the Journal sent reporter Lisa Kaczke to
the Holiday Inn to see what the noise level was and how their manners were.
They began meeting when they were new wives and mothers in their early 20’s
following WW II. They admit the get-togethers were a way to have some time
away from their children. They had such fun that day they decided to continue
meeting monthly...okay readers... quick math: 60 x 12 = 720. Some tried new
recipes on their “friends;” one substituted the wooden tray from son Bruce’s high
chair when she couldn’t find a tray to use to bake something at 550 degrees in
the oven. (It started to stink like varnish,” Marian Weir O’Brien said.) And the
laughing continues. On occasion they went out to eat (more now?) and well
remember corn feeds at the City Beach. They had a bowling team?
Asked by the reporter if they think they’ll make 70 years, they said they weren’t
sure, “Unless we all meet at the nursing home,” Norma Stone commented.

One member has passed away--June Brown Polus ‘45

This winter, RSVP, which offers a wide variety of opportunities in which volunteers may apply their skills, talents and life experiences to help meet community
needs, honored its local volunteers. It is a nationwide program and in our area
serves Itasca and Koochiching Counties. The program in operation here is
ElderCircle RSVP whose mission is “to provide people age 55 and over choices
and challenges for volunteer service that will enrich their lives and benefit the
communities they serve.”
++ There were 245 dedicated volunteers, men and women, that served in
Koochiching County honored that day. Special categories include: 300 or more
hours in one year; volunteering for 20 or more years; or 2,000+ lifetime hours.
++ Awards for 20+ years included: Viola Borden (23 yrs.), Signe Hardwig (23),
Alma Bigler (22), Margarete Kostiuk (25); Lillian Flovick (23) and Dorothy Iraci
(20).
++ Another group many of you will recognize include these who put in 500 to
1,204 hours in 2007**: Mary Roche (963 hrs.-Senior Wheels and Arrowhead
Transit), Mary Thydean (693 hrs.- Littlefork America Reads and Littlefork Quilters); Alma Bigler (260 hrs.-Falls Mem. Hospital); Signe Hartwig (543 hrs. Falls
Memorial Hospital and Zion Quilters); Betty Ericson (506 hrs. -AARP Tax Aide,
RSVP Warm Fuzzies pg and Falls Senior Club); Margarete Kostiuk (838 hrs.
Falls Memorial Hospital and RSVP Entertainment); Pamela Hanson (720 hours
primarily for Falls Memorial Hosital); Genevieve Ziemba (525 hours Falls Hunger Coalition, Falls Memorial Hospital and Zion Quilters); Daniel Burgess(1,204-Arrowhead Transit Medical Transportation PG) and Lynda Faith (Citizens for
Backus Com. Center). **For a few minutes I thought the 2007 was a “typo” but
the 2008 HOURS could not have been tallied when this article was written for
January publication.
I not only wanted to spread the word on this group of people and what they
accomplish for our county, but to maybe nudge a few of you readers nearing
retirement or with time to do some of the projects at home to get involved. There
virtually isn’t a community that isn’t in need of help. I found it very rewarding
when I retired back in the Falls to meet and re-meet people and know my time
was well spent.
Did any of you readers happen to see JOHN TURENNE ‘82 on the PRICE IS
RIGHT in January?
I suspect there was a “later” WINTER SEVERITY INDEX on the Falls area
published later than March 4th...but this one is has to be a good indicator of this
winter. Frank Swendsen ‘69, area wildlife manager with the MN Dept. of Natural
Resources reported the following: The WSI was 99 in early March 2008...and 48
at this time in March 2007. The “average” WSI for the particular date (since the
records were kept, I assume) was 97. AND WHAT WAS THE WSI FOR MARCH
4, 2009? 141!! The snow depth across Koochiching County is 19-24 inches.
A FEW RECENT GRADUATES:
**Lisa LaGoo ‘02, daughter of Pam (Miller) Rooney ‘76 and Donald
LaGoo, Jr. ‘72 and granddaughter of Earl ‘53 and Barb (Gilbertson) ‘52 Miller,
graduated from Michigan State with a degree in forensic chemistry. She is now
working in the research dept. of Medtronics in Mpls.
**Alison Garbe ‘05, daughter of Dick and Robin Garbe, graduated from
the U/St. Thomas on Dec. 19 with a BA degree in political science and a double
minor in bus. admin. and legal studies. She was president of her college chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha, national political science honor society. Alison plans to
attend law school this fall.
**Krystal Glowack ‘01, daughter of Jan and Terry Glowack ‘74, graduated from Concordia University, St. Paul, on Sept. 11 with a master’s degree in
criminal justice leadership. Krystal earned a BA degree in criminal justice and
sociology from the U/MN in 2005. She’s employed at Hennepin County corrections in Minneapolis.
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Final Farewell continued from page 15

CLASS OF 1946 - BERNETTA JOHNSON ROWE 80 cont’d... There are also
10 grandchildren and four great-grands. In 1972 she fulfilled a lifetime dream of
becoming a licensed practical nurse. After 19 years of dedicated service she retired in 2001. Her hands were always busy--knitting, scrapbooking, sewing, card
making, taking pictures plus she loved to go camping. Bernetta joined the First
Baptist Church on January 1, 1984, and will be remembered for her strength,
family values and faith in God. Services were at First Baptist with memorials
going to its library fund. Friends with memories of her they’d like to share, can
reach her daughter, Carolee Kuka Hindin, at PO Box 3693, Palmer, AK 99645.
CLASS OF 1939 - MYRON “MYNIE” HAGLUND 87 - passed away peacefully
on October 1, 2008, in Marshfield, Wis. Services were held at Faith Lutheran
Church. Myron was one of three sons born to Edward and Claire Haglund. The
other boys were WAYNE ‘38, who has passed away and WALLACE ‘42, who
resides in the Falls. As adults, the Haglund brothers found their Swedish relatives. Myron was proud to expand his family with his Swedish half sister, Miken
Gustafson, her five daughters and their children. Both sides of the family made
up for lost time as each side traveled across the ocean to share their love. Myron attended Gustavus, was a Marine serving on active duty in the So. Pacific
in WW II, married his college sweetheart in 1946 and went to work for Land
‘O Lakes Creameries for 40 years--17 in Mpls. and 23 in Spencer, Wis. They
have a daughter, Jill, who inherited his “green thumb” and “finally” there was a
granddaughter, Kari, to really spoil. After retirement, Myron and June traveled
extensively in Europe, the Middle and Far East. the Panama Canal and Alaska.
Friendships were important and they maintained those relationships from attending Gustavus to Queen Avenue in Mpls., over to Marshfield, Wis., and many
“snowbird” winters in Florida.

AT FIVE MINUTES AND SIX SECONDS
AFTER 4 A.M. ON THE 8TH OF JULY THIS
YEAR, THE TIME AND DATE WILL
BE 04:05:06 07/08/09.
THIS WILL NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN.
(Shared by Kathy Ellsworth)

2010 - SUMMER REUNION
50TH FOR CLASS OF 1960 JULY 23-24, 2010

CLASS OF 1931 OR 32 - ELEANOR TESSIER BISSETT 95 was born June 27,
1913, to Frank and Mary Tessier inthe Falls. After high school she worked in
Kenosha, Tucson, and Woodland, CA--retiring in Hendersonville, NC, where she
passed away February 24. She was married to Roland Bissett who preceded
her in death. Survivors include her sister-in-law, Opal Tessier ‘34, IFalls; nehews
Larry ‘57 (Kathy) Tessier, Kelliher, MN; nieces Carol Sullivan ‘56, Ranier and
Marilyn Tessir, West Bridgewater, MA, and their children. She was preceded in
death by her parents; three brothers--Francis, Ralph and Harold; niece Barbara
Schultheis ‘53 and nephew Gordon Tessier ‘56.
CLASS OF 1948 - EILEEN BRUNETTE WILKINS 78 - died on February 6,
2009. She was born in the Falls on May 2,1930, and was a retired nurse for
Maryvale Samaritan and Phoenix Indian Hospitals. She was preceded in death
by her husband Kenneth in 1989. Survivors include her children Paula Wilkins
and Brian Wilkins, five grandchildren and three great grandchildren. Also her
brother LEO ‘57, LaCenter, WA; sisters MARIAN JOHNSON ‘45, Panama City,
FL; and JOANNE BRANDON ‘53, Vancouver, WA plus their children. Among
Eileen’s FHS activities was playing clarinet in the band. The family grew up on
4th Street right across from St. Thomas where they were members.
Final Farewell continued on page 29

CLASS OF 1959 UPDATES FOR
OUR 50TH REUNION
The reunion will be here before we know it and we’re hoping for a
great turnout--a good start, but need to hear from the rest of you! If
you have lost or misplaced the original letter with the reservation form,
please call: Carol Paulson Wherley - 218-286-3299 or Bev Loveland
Stinson - 218-283-0909 or e-mail bevzekes@frontiernet.net and we’ll
get you out a new one. Remember, if you have someone you’d like
to see, give them a call and make a “date” to be with them during the
reunion. If will be a super three days or more if you decide you want to
keep on visiting the old home town. It really has changed since 1959
!!!
We’re working on the entertainment and you all will be delightfully
surprised to experience a truly different experience. Did I peak your
interest??? All you have to do is show up--it’s a secret until that time.
Noooooooooo, Elvis doesn’t live!! Ha!
Get in touch and make your plans A.S.A.P. We’ll see you in August!
The Caring Falls High Classmates of 1959, Bev Stinson

Are you interested in moving back to International Falls/
Koochiching County or simply in staying abreast of job
opportunities and economic development news? If so, sign
up with “Your Ticket Home” sponsored by the Koochiching
Economic Development Authority at
http://www.yourtickethome.biz
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CHAttEr ABout SPortS...All lEVElS

tom rolAnDo, An ‘80 GrAD FinAllY
FiniSHES HiS BooK

For you who haven’t been in the FHS Gymn “for awhile,” the “1,000 POINT
CLUB” has a large poster “advertising” who the scoring leaders for the basketball
Laurel Beager, editor of the Journal,
teams have been over the last 30+ years. Five names have been added during
recently reviewed a book written
this decade and I’ve never run the list before--so here it is:
about FIsHING and lots more. Its
title is POONER--A LEGENDARY
deAgelo Brackens ................................2003-07 ............................... 2,096
FIsH TALe. Tom was challenged
Nicole Friend .........................................1999-03 ................................1,571
to get on paper some of the stories
derek dowty ..........................................1997-01 .................................1,341
he’d heard about his dad, JIM ROAARON SKOGLUND.............................2005-09 ...............................1,214
LANDO, and obviously, some of the
Amy erickson ........................................1986-89 ................................ 1,172
things he remembered growing up
Howard Arch ..........................................1976-80 ................................ 1,156
the #3 son of Jim and Mary. It was
Krista skoglund .....................................2003-07 ................................ 1,155
ten years ago that he convinced his
Tim Rehn ...............................................1973-77................................. 1,122
dad to “write down fishing things that
Jim Davison ...........................................1983-87 ............................... 1,090
he had done.” And Jim did write!
Alyssa Bilben .........................................1988-91 ............................... 1,063
dANIKA sTeLTON ................................2005-09 ............................... 1,060
Kevin Flynn ............................................1988-91 ............................... 1,058
“sam” sherwood ...................................2004-08 ............................... 1,035
Pam Vanbergen .....................................1994-97 .............................. 1,000

(Just one added comment. Howard Arch was playing very good basketball in
8th grade--in Burnsville at / for Metcalf JHS. (He was also in my typing class.)
The BHs BB coach had seen enough of Howard’s potential that early that he
moaned/groaned for several years about losing him to the Falls Broncos and
probably costing Burnsville a chance to go “to State.”)
Only ONE PERSON has officially participated in every FREEZE YER GIZZARD
run since it was inaugurated in 1980. That person is BOB CONNOR, an Iowan
who moved to Bemidji in 1971. He was a jogger and heard about it at work.
Bob was happy that the run returned to the original downtown course.
The women’s hockey team at RRCC won its second straight national title in
March. In the championship game they were pitted against The College of St.
Scholastica (Duluth) at the ESL Sports Center in Rochester, NY. The final score
was 4-2. This was accomplished with only eight skaters and a goalie! Head
coach was Evan Amdahl who moved to the Falls with his wife, Rachel (Janssen)
‘88, and family several years ago and has worked with various team sports.
Baseball is being added to the college sports scene at RRCC and with that happening it is hoped that more male students will enroll...and some incoming freshmen males already have. The women’s BB program, after being cancelled this
late winter, has been reinstated.
The Bronco baseball players earned enough $$$ working last summer/school
year and were able to go to “spring training” down in Florida in March. They
went by bus to Mpls. and flew to Orlando for a week. Both the varsity and junior
varsity scrmmaged teams from other states including Connecticut, Kentucky,
and New Jersey. Head coach Vic Heinlen, assisted by Eric Walls ‘86, Bruce
Englund ‘81 and Nick Schoenecker made the trip.

Tom wrote one chapter and then
didn’t touch it for nine or ten years!
But Thanksgiving 2008 he tackled
the project again and “did it all in
one month and got it published.”
Jim grew up in Ely and in 1945 was
an All star BB player and one chapter covers that--which I happen to remember well. The Rolandos moved to the
Falls in 1971 and Jim taught, coached and became the school’s athletic director in the early 1980’s. “Bronco Basketball” is the chapter where the three sons
playing for their dad shows up.
Among the 40-some other chapters were these entitled, “Where the Guides
Don’t Go,” “Mr. Walleye,” and “I Can’t Drive 55.”
The 170-page, hardcover book is on sale in the Falls at City Drug and Ronnings
for $36 or can be ordered by mail from Tom Ranier Inc., 8683 Quinwood Lane
North, Maple Grove, MN 55369. (I enjoyed it! jls)

ANNUAL MINI-REUNION
CLASS OF 1953
SUNDAY, JULY 5TH, 4 PM AT SHA SHA

CLASS OF ‘74
35TH REUNION PARTY
INFORMAL GATHERING

SAVE, SAVE, SAVE those Betty Crocker coupons
and the “small label off of Campbell’s Soups/etc.:
obviously, here in the Falls all of you should know
wHErE they go-- but there is hardly a school in the
uSA who doesn’t save both. we are talking
HuGE SumS oF monEY just waiting to be collected!
there are virtually no ElEmEntArY SCHoolS in
tHiS CountrY who are not collecting!!

SATURDAY, JULY 25TH
6 P.M.
ISLAND VIEW LODGE
NO RESERVATIONS NEEDED
COME AS YOU ARE-- BUT COME
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looKinG BACK - AGAin by Hal mirka ‘44

(Editor’s note. Back in May 1996, I asked Harold (“Hal”) Mirka to write
about his thoughts and memories regarding the life and times of the CLASS
OF 1944. As they celebrate their 65th Anniversary of Graduation, he contacted
me about putting it in again and I agree: ‘tis time! It would be wonderful to just
photo copy the four pages for duplication, but our current high tech situation has
me retyping it. enjoy, as many of you “shake your heads” about a generation
when the lives and times of HS students was very different!” ~Janet)
It seemed that life for our class was destined to be just one big obstacle after
another. We were born in the middle of a depression. We graduated in the middle of WW II during which we endured the challenges of gas and meat rationing.
Our class yearbook was made
of cheap mimeograph paper
and the only thing we had to
look forward to upon graduation was service in the military. Our heroes were already
gone from the time we were
freshmen. There was nobody
left in town except a bunch
of lonely sweethearts, wives
and lovers. But let us not get
ahead of ourselves with all
this seemingly self-pity.
Although one would expect
that because of the depression, things would really
be tough, but fortunately it
was over before most of us
remembered any hardship
whatsoever. We were busy
doing our thing--playing with
our friends, exploring this
wonderful new world we were
Tom Prettyman & Schultzy
born into, going to school,
enjoying kindergarten, with
its memories of a nap each day and playing in the kindergarten band. I remember my teacher, Miss Anderson, who had the afternoon group, but I don’t recall
who taught the morning class--maybe Miss Anderson? On into grade school I
recall Miss Glenn, Miss Wilson, Miss LaBrie--who came from Mizpah, and why
do I remember that? Then there were Miss Bjorkquist, Miss Persons, and the
unforgettable Miss Clausen. Can’t remember them all, but there was also Miss
Redpath, who roomed at the Hadler’s house (1000 Block of Third st.), Miss
Flaherty, Miss Montague, and others who helped the babes of the Class of ‘44
through grade school.
One of the truly vivid memories that comes back to me is the “Publickers”
vs. the “Cathlickers,” the kids from Alexander Baker and those from St. Thomas
School. The latter were led by BILLY FULTON, the absolute meanest and toughest “Cathlicker” of them all. He could throw a rock as straight as if it were shot
from a BB gun, and his appearance on the scene was the cause of much consternation and outright fear. The steel brace on his withered leg was a mighty
weapon which he used with impunity if you were unfortunate enough to run into
him. I know that I, for one, walked blocks out of my way to avoid an encournter
with him. Today, BILLY is lovable pussycat!
during these grade school years, recess was a big deal as far as I was concerned because we usually chose up sides and played softball. BOB
McKIBBAGe and I were alway on opposing teams and this led to many an epic
struggle. BOB always picked JOHN STEINMETZ and RAY VAN ETTEN for his
team. They were scrappers, who were always ready to fight at the drop of a hat.
Our lucky lady teachers pried us apart more than just a few times as we fought

over a stolen base or close play at home plate.
I remember Fridays in whatever grade it was--we used to have something
like “show and tell.” I was a “jock” from the word “go” then, so for my part each
Friday, I used to bring clippings from the sports pages and read them aloud to
the class who suffered through this unbearable torture week after week. Gad!
I blush with embarrassment just thinking about it--even today! How boring it
must have been. RAY VAN ETTEN and JOHN STEINMETZ were the artists,
or better described, “cartoonists,” of the class. RAY used the stubbiest pencils,
hardly big enough to hold onto. The rivalry between these two, to be best artist
or cartoonist, extended even into adulthood.
It was Miss Clausen who first brought real discipline to our class. Until that
time we were all fairly moldable and permissive. But something happened in
the 6th grade that caused many a disciplinary clash between Miss Clausen and
some of the more belligerent male members of the class. I won’t mention any
names, you classmates will know who they were.
Thinking way back, I remember the “practice field” right across from the
HS. I can still recall Coaches Dewey Huber and Tom Crouse holding drills there.
Games were played at the “ballpark,” present day site of smokey Bear Park. No
stands so the fans stood right on the sidelines. Since the field was just plain
dirt, if it rained on game day it was a mud hole. I can close my eyes and see
NORDYKE SKIFSTROM, ARCHIE WARD, WARREN KARLSTAD and brother
BILL among some of the earlier Falls High athletes wallowing in the mud. I also
remember that the carnivals which came to town always set up on the west end
of this huge field and how excited we would be.
How many remember that the “original” library (from my perspective) was
located at the rear of the then International State Bank on Fourth Avenue? We
not only didn’t have TV in those days, many of us didn’t have radios in our
homes, so the library got a lot of business from us. I really am grateful for the
fact that we were so deprived, because the intensive reading we did made us
good spellers and much better students. Speaking of radios, I lived right next
door to DONALD and ARTHUR (“Skeezix”) ENZMAN whose family had the
furniture store and they had a radio! I used to go over there in the late afternoon
to listen to “Jimmie Allen,” the All-American boy. (I can still recall looking in
Enzman’s window when they had company and adults would be dancing to the
music on the radio!) Then we would run down to the local skelly gas station and
get a “wings” pin or whatever gimmick they were giving away at the time.
since few of our families had automobiles, we all walked a lot. Getting
around the Falls on foot during some of the really frigid days was a challenge.
The coldest I recall as a lad was minus 53 degrees. But we were used to it, so
we just did what we had to do. I recall vividly, however, that the smoke and smell
from the paper mill seemed to compound the cold, particularly when thre was a
north wind, which seemed to prevail. Another vivid memory in later years was
that of the pulp truck trailers being pulled through town with their wheels frozen
in a locked position, skidding along on the icy streets. But, speaking of the
cold, it was never colder than when you had to walk across the bridge to go to a
hockey game or meet your date. Ah, the joys of life in the Falls!
About the only other memories I have as a grade school kid are the big
Labor Day parades we had in conjunction with the Canadians. I remember the
Bagpipers and the drum and bugle corps from the Fort, always such a treat to
our isolated little community. It seems that I was always breaking in a new pair
of shoes on Labor day, because school was just around the corner. some of
them were pretty stiff, as were some of the locals on this big holiday.
Reminiscing about all of these things now makes me realize what another
world it really was. Everything has certainly changed. Life was so very simple
then. People’s values were totally different. I guess it was partly because we
didn’t have much, so we appreciated the simpler pleasures so much more. And
the isolation of the Falls was another factor that contributed to our ability to
make our own fun--like the eagerly awaited flooding of the skating rink each late
autumn, “Sandy” Gambino, street-sweeper extraordinaire, was the key to the
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smashing success of the rink. He was always there to make sure that the huge
stove in the warming-house was burning cherry-red so that we could scramble
in from the freezing cold and thaw out our frozen appendages. What a disappointment it
was to hurry to
the rink after
supper, only to
find that Sandy
was flooding
the rink and
there would be
no skating.
I
recall the long
“snakes” or
“whips” we
used to form
on the ice.
You had better
get out of the
way if you were
not part of one
Vicki Kroll, Helen Hnatiuk, Marian Weir - all class of 1944.
Insulite top left on 2nd St. ~ West Wall of “Old Falls High”
or the collision
on 4th St. between 6th & 7th Ave.
would send
you sprawling. Then there were the pick-up hockey games, with chunks of ice or snow to
mark the goals. Nobody had any equipment to wear, you were lucky if you had a
hockey stick. I wore magazines wrapped around my shins, held there with huge
rubber bands cut from inner tubes. Years later the city put up boards to make
a real hockey rink and this brought great joy to the likes of edWARd (sWede)
JOHNSON, DONALD (BUBBLES) KING, and other guys who were on the football team, but didn’t play basketball. There were some really good skaters and
stickhandlers and it is too bad we didn’t have a regular sanctioned team then. If
there was ever a place in the country that was a natural for hockey, it surely was
the Falls, as subsequent championship teams proved.
It was about this time, perhaps a couple of years later, that Buck Riley (the greatest hockey enthusiast and booster that the Falls had in those days), opened up
his sporting goods store. I even bought a short set of golf clubs from Buck when
I was going to the U/MN. I needed three credits to graduate so I took a course
in golf tutored by the great pro, Les Bolstad. Of course, this reminds me that I
met my wife, Julane, at the University Golf Course one day when I went down to
practice.
Digressing again, and going back to our school years, the Class of ‘44, I
believe was either the first or second to move into the new E. W. Backus Junior
High. It was really impressive compared to the old AB Building. Here we began
to spread our horizons and test our talents. There were school plays, athletic
events, culinary endeavors (Bachelor’s Club), woodworking and other shop projects. For the first time, I think we began to appreciate what our teachers were
really trying to do for us. Wayne Judy, Bill Morris, Dewey Huber, Leo Jung, and
who could forget Oscar John Sontag? Or how Principal Leo Anderson would
pinch your cheek and drag you down the hall to his office if you happened to
get caught running in the halls or doing whatever displeased him. Try that today
and you would have a lawsuit on your hands. Too bad! You think things haven’t
changed?
Just a couple more names to bring back memories. Mildred Tripp, the terror
of the girls phy ed classes. And elsie Hensel, who I’m sure felt that men were
much much better in the kitchen than girls would ever be. And remember that
swimming pool in the high school? I don’t think that ANYONE liked that pool.
It was blamed for more illnesses than the Bubonic Plague. Hanging on to the
side of the pool and doing the flutter-kick was enough to make you want to skip

school on pool days. At least the girls got to wear their swimsuits! By comparison, the pool in the present HS is like the pool at Caesar’s Palace or other
fabulous hotels in Las Vegas.
speaking of things that I really remember the best (with all due apologies
to the girls), we had a really cracker-jack JHS basketball team. Coached by the
affable Bill Morris, we had a great time and won a lot of games. For one, we
journeyed to Littlefork and beat their juniors 55-2. It was 38-0 at the half, so
the B-team played the second half and outscored Littlefork 17-2. That Backus
squad included RAY HARALA, NELLO CORAN, JOHN LOVEJOY, JOHN
STEINMETZ, BOB MOVOLD, BOB MC KIBBAGE and yours truly. What fun!
In an effort to develop future FHS football players, teachers Sontag, Al
“Hemisweres” Hilden and William “Wild Bill” Brosvick developed a 6-man football tourney which was extremely successful. Forty-six JHS youngsters turned
out and this program accomplished what it set out to do...get us interested in
football to the benefit of future high school teams.
Another junior high activity was our big freshman class party at which
ARTHUR HOLMSTROM continued his capable role as class photographer,
DON KING and DOROTHY EVANS led the Grand March which was held in the
gym. somewhat more memorable, I’m sure, was our class picnic which was
held at the “Canyon.” Some of these outdoor functions got a little out of hand,
but nobody got hurt--except maybe a broken heart or two.
Because of the war, we were denied a freshman class graduation ceremony;
to save the paper for the diplomas, I guess. Looking back, this really seems
rather weird. But a lot of things we had to do reminded us of the war effort--like
gas stamps and meat stamps. “Lucky strike green went off to war” along with
the tin foil on gum wrappers. And, believe it or not, we saved FAT! Speaking of
Lucky Strikes, I recall like it was last week, the wonderful toasted smell of driver
don Hodgdon’s cigarette when he would light up as those of us on the FB or
BB teams would be traveling for a game on the Iron Range. Man, that smell is
unforgettable!
Finally, we became sophomores--from the sublime to the ridiculous. Old
Falls High was
a come-down
from Backus,
but we felt
like we had
finally hit the
big time, rubbing elbows
with all of our
idols--those
beautiful and
sophisticated
juniors and
seniors. By
this time,
we had all
been in love
a number of
eileen decker, Beatrice Berryman, Marian O’Brien.
times. Looking
9th Graders - Class of ‘44 in 1941.
back on JHS,
it all seemed like puppy-love, which I guess it really was. But this was for real!
This was dOWNTOWN! This was the BIG TIMe!
A couple of things along this line struck me as memorable. One was the
community dances. Every town s hould be so fortunate as to have those terrific
Friday night community dances and the kind and understanding adults who
chaperoned them. There was plenty of opportunity for mischief, but as I recall
there was very little trouble and no reason to get the local police involved. For
the life of me, I can’t remember any of those wonderful chaperones except Mrs.
Headsten, NANCY and MARY’S mom. What a super lady! I don’t know if I was
in 9th or 10th grade when I first appeared at those dances, but it was to help
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CLARENCE AASEN check coats downstairs in the cloakroom. I was thrilled to
do it because it gae me a chance again to get to associate with all those sophisticated upperclassmen. Other events I recall fondly were the Twilight dances
held occasionally in the senior high gymn--although this must have been a couple of years earlier because the people I remember twirling and gliding across
the floor were all in the service by the time I was a sophomore. Crazy what you
remember, particularly when you sit down and attempt to write an epistle such
as this.
No mention of this part of the lives of the Class of ‘44 would even begin to
be complete without bringing up “Jimmie’s” or “Jim’s Eat Shop,” as it was later
known. This was our second home! Everything centered around there. Our
lives revolved around “Jimmie’s!” Dates, marriages, canoe trips...everything
was planned in those hospitable surroundings. (The standing joke in town was
that couples planned their marriages for Tuesday, because that was the day that
“Jimmie’s” was closed!)
You could sit there for hours without spending more than the nickel it took to
buy a “fountain coke,” all under the watchful eye of one of the most remarkable
women I have ever known, Frances Pagedas. She was the law in “Jimmie’s;”
stern as a Minnesota winter but with a heart as big as Rainy Lake. As long as
you obeyed the “rule of Frances,” (and it was a very fair and tolerant rule), you
were welcome. And speaking of big hearts, one has to talk about the little Greek
immigrant who made it all possible. Jim Pagedas. I don’t know the story of
how/why Jimmy came to the Falls, as my earliest recollection of him is when he
had the “Beaux Arts” Cafe. Then, later, unless I’m wrong, it was called the Rainy
Lake Cafe. Perhaps his daughters--DOLORES COFFIN or IRENE DAVIS can
enlighten us on this. I can picture Jimmy now arranging the apples, oranges,
bananas and other fresh fruit in the front window display as if it were yesterday.
Or watching him making a sandwich as I sat at the counter. He never cut one
perfectly in half. Jimmy, too, tolerated us, his younger clientele, well. No doubt
about it, “Jimmie’s” was THE CENTER OF THE UNIVERSE for most of us (at
least for those who lived in town). There wasn’t a busier telephone in the State
of Minnesota and the juke-box never stopped! For only a nickel. Every town
should have a “Jimmie’s”.
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention a couple of other places where we spent
considerable time--Tony Rizzo’s Shoeshine Parlor and Noel Turenne’s pool hall.
Rizzo’s was particularly popular with the JOHN LOVEJOY, DAVE HERITAGE,
JULIUS URBAN and JIM TURRY “combine.” This was the same gang who
acquired and somehow maintained a wood sawing rig, spending their weekends
making exta money sawing firewood. What a bunch of hustlers! The pool hall
still carried a rather unsavory connotation in the minds of many, but I, personally,

spent many happy hours playing snooker and “pill pool” and watching some of
the more notorious regulars display their considerable skills.
I realize and hope that anyone who reads this will understand that what I’m
telling you is from a personal, male point of view. If the lovely females in the
class are bored, it is not that I want to exclude or ignore you. Collectively, you
were simply outstanding! Your attitude, talent, scholarship, enthusiasm and unflagging support and cooperation in whatever we attempted was without parallel.
I’ll never forget the choked up feeling I had as I sat during one of the commencement ceremonies watching a group of my female classmates, most of whom I
had known since kindergarten, singing “Goodnight Sweetheart” up on the stage.
It was particularly meaningful because not only were we graduating, but the war
was still on and most of us guys were going into the service.
This brings thoughts of my old coach and friend, Fred Williams. I’ll bet he
never forgot the night he left the Falls to go into the Army. There was a huge
delegation of students down at the train depot to bid him farewell and Godspeed!
As it turned out, I subsequently visited Fred down at Camp Blanding, FL, where
he was stationed. I was at the Naval Air Station in Jacksonville at the time.
	Speaking of great guys, I would like to thank Bernie Bjork for teaching me
how to kick a football. And Walt Scheela for his quiet patience and understanding as our coach and for honoring Bronko Nagurski by suggesting we name the
Falls team “The Broncos” after him. As seniors, the FB team went 3-4 while the
BB team enjoyed a 10-6 year. We started the season with eight straight wins,
but went into a mid-season slump when one of the starters was suspended for
breaking training. I have to mention Fred Sands, who was so grateful that we
were alive that he didn’t reprimand DAVE HERITAGE and me when we blew up
an experiment in the chem lab. I felt truly sorry for DAVE--his letter sweater was
totally destroyed.
John Kalstad, probably as much as anyone, gave so much of himself as a
teacher and administrator. He always held the students’ interests foremost. We
must not forget the kind and gentle Ruth Place, the legendary Evelace Sture.
Latin bring to mind Miss Verier, who never could reconcile her class plays with
football injuries. Harvey Jensen, Leo Anderson, Gladys Bender, Esther Hendrickson, Leo Jung, Mirth Lutness, Serena McCarthy, Paul Meinke, Agnes Pirkl,
Julian Thompson and Mildred Tripp round out those who gallantly led us through
our wonderful and unforgettable years at Old Falls High.
Suffice it to say that it was the opinion of many of them that the Class of
‘44, with all of its “once in a lifetime” obstacles, was truly an outstanding class,
individually and collectively. I am proud to have been a part of it all and I am
grateful for their guidance and the many warm memories that came back to me
as I wrote this. Hal Mirka

ATTENTION--UPCOMING REUNIONS NOW IN 2009
AND IN 2010:
Now that you have read about the Class of ‘44, their school
days, faculty, extracurricular events, the world conditions and
more--maybe some others of you, representing other decades
would like to provide something similar and some pictures, too.
Classes having reunions this summer might think about it. You
can include such in your post-gathering report. (I really need
them in late August for the September/Oct. issue.) Next year
when the “5’s and 0’s” gather you could have it as part of your
program and then share the narrative and pictures with all of
us. ) Ah yes, pictures. Much preferred--no sun glasses, no
beer bottles in hand, and as many different people as possible.
(i.e. Even if Danny Boy is still handsome or Pretty Polly is still
gorgeous--let’s have variety!)
Thanks for your help, Janet

EILEEN ‘56 and LYLE ‘54 SELBERG wrote, “We experienced our first
Arkansas ice storm in late January. We had heard about them from the
locals, the last one was in 2000 before we had moved here. We thought
they must be exaggerting a little, but we found out differently. It started
with freezing rain for two days and then two inches of snow. Everything
was coated--trees, bushes, power lines, roads, sidewalks, etc. Then the
cracking noises started and trees and branches started to fall. We had
no power for five days and we were some of the lucky ones as it took three
weeks to restore all the power in the country areas. It got so bad even cell
phones didn’t work for a couple of days! Back to the basics with candles
and flashlights. Our gas fireplace gave us heat and we cooked on the gas
grill on the deck. The area looked like a war zone with all the branches
down from the big old oak trees in the area. Clean up will take months of
hauling, burning and chipping brush and trees. We hope this is the only
one we experience!” (They “got out” on the fifth day. Their picture lacked
“the snow depth” that IFalls got this winter--but their story is similar to what
happens where we are in NC “now and then.” Truly the major problem
here is most often the mountains (ice) and people WITH CHILDREN
having built homes up there. Obviously, the school buses can’t make it
so everyone is out of school--four days this winter and not enough “snow
days” built into their schedule.)
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‘Son oF A GAmBlin’ mAn -- miKE millEr’S liFE wAS morE tHAn A GAmE oF CHAnCE’

(The following article is from the March 2009 issue of GeNeRATIONs OF
TODAY, published in Red Wing, MN. Permission was granted to use it in our
newsletter by Mike Miller ‘54. It was brought to my attention by Marcia and Paul
Turenne, classmates of Mike, who picked it up at the Mayo Clinic “to skim and
kill time.” Mike is featured on the front cover with these “words”-- ‘SON OF

A GAMBLIN’ MAN--MIKe MILLeR’s LIFe WAs MORe THAN A
GAME OF CHANCE’

When you hear about his early life, it’s a wonder that Mike Miller, mild-mannered Metropolitan Life
Insurance agent for fifty
years, didn’t end up a
crime statistic. Not that
he was a bad kid, mind
you. Let’s just say his
background is unconventional.
His grandfather and
father emigrated from
Croatia--now a part of
Yugoslavia--at the turn
of the Twentieth Century
to work in the mines on
Minnesota’s Iron Range.
His grandfather’s job was setting dynamite to blow the iron ore out of the ground.
“He was injured in some fashion doing that work,” Mike said. “The mining company offered him a settlement of sorts. He was homesick for the old country, so
he went back. My father went to work in the lumber camps around Bemidji.”
Lumberjacks spent months in the woods, felling trees and hauling them
out of the forest. “They’d get paid, come into town, spent their money on wine,
women and song, and then they’d go back to the woods. When my dad was
about nineteen, one of the saloon owners called him aside and said, ‘Joe, I’ve
been watching you. You’re too smart to be working in the woods. You stay here
and help me run the card games.’ From the time he was 19, until he died at 95,
he was a gambler for a living. He never worked a regular job or owned a car or
a house. He lived in a hotel room.”
donald (“Mike”) Miller was born in 1936, the “result” of a relationship between his father and a widow whose married name was Clarice Lee. Widow
Lee had two sons from her marriage, which ended when her Scandinavian husband died of cirrhosis of the liver. Clarice’s mother’s name was “Dutch Mary,”
the owner of a house of ill repute in Craigville, MN, a wide spot in the road near
Bemidji that once hosted a lumber camp. It is said that Mary had more customers than there are ties on the railroad!
Mike’s mother moved to North Dakota, leaving the two older boys to be
raised on a dairy farm owned by an uncle. Mike was placed with the uncle’s
hired hands, Herb and Ora. “We lived in a shack no bigger than my kitchen,”
Mike recalled. “I was four or five at the time. I remember when Herb would
come home at the end of the day. He’d go across a path--supposedly to the
store--although he was really going to the tavern. He’d promise that he was going to bring back ice cream, but the ice cream never arrived. He’d come home
hammered but good, and flop into bed. He had a glass eye that he’d take out
and put in a water glass. I can still see the glass with that magnified glass eye in
there!”
Joe moved to International Falls, to gamble in Scotty’s Saloon. He took Mike
with and placed him in a foster home. Mike wound up living with a man named
Buster LaPlante, a mailman and very kind person. The family lived above a restaurant. Mrs. LaPlante served smorgasbords on the weekends, like the buffets
of today. Mike became an ardent fan of the MN Gophers, listening to the games
on the radio as he peeled potatoes and plucked chickens.
The LaPlante’s never had children of their own. Kids would come and go as
they wanted. If you didn’t show up on time, you might lose your bed to a new
kid. There was no parental control. As a teenager, Mike became an avid pool
player, a skill which continues to this day. I was never in a lot of trouble,” Mike
said, but I didn’t attend school as often as I could or should have.”
He also learned to play marbles. “Kids played marbles in all the schoolyards
in those days, drawing circles and making pots on the playground.” In 1948, the

Veterans of Foreign Wars staged marble tournaments all across the country.
Mike won the IFalls tournament, then the district tournament in duluth.
He placed second
in the state, defeated by the
boy he’d beaten in
the district event. He was
one game away
from going to Salt Lake City
for nationals.
Nineteen forty-eight
was also the year
that Luther Youngdahl, the
“sunday school
Governor,” decided to rid
Minnesota of slot
machines. Northern Minnesota was like
the Wild West back then,
Mike said. “The
saloons had slot machines
and gambling
rooms. Youngdahl was
elected on the
promise that he would clean
up all the slot
machines and gambling. I
remember there
were machines piled up
and down the
sidewalks of International
Falls. My father
couldn’t gamble in the open
any more, so he
played at private clubs. His
nickname was
“Smuggle Joe.” People always wanted to challenge him at cards. At the paper mill, workers were paid every two weeks, and there’d be a flush of money.
Smuggle Joe could make fifty to seventy dollars a day playing gin rummy.”
When he was fifteen, Mike worked at the Red Owl grocery store. The local
MetLife agent called regularly on mailman LaPlante. That’s when Mike bought
his first MetLife policy.
Mike joined the air force when he was 18. “I went down to get on the bus to
go to Minneapolis,” he remembered. “It was the first time I’d ever been south of
the Iron Range. My dad spoke broken english, and he came to say goodbye to
me on the bus. “ He said, “I suppose I should tell you your real name.” I said,
“It’s Mike Miller, isn’t it?” “Not really,” he relied. “It’s Mike Oreskovic.”
I asked why the change to Miller. His response was, “Every time someone
asks my name, I say ‘Joe Oreskovic,’ then they say, ‘How do you spell that?’ I
got tired of spelling Oreskovic, so one day I just say ‘Joe Miller.’ Nobody make a
mistake with that.’”
After basic training in 1955, Mike went to Korea. He was stationed at Osan,
Korea, 55 miles south of seoul, where he worked as a partsman, ordering parts
for F-86 jet aircraft. Coming home after Korea, he still had time left on his enlistment. He requested to be stationed in Duluth, and was surprised to be sent to
the air force base in Rochester, MN. The base was located seven miles NE of
Rochester, on what is known as the Penz farm. “There were about ninety of us
stationed there. The Cold War was on, and there were worries about a Russian
invasion.” The Rochester radar base was one of a handful of radar facilities
across Minnesota, part of national network called SAC--Strategic Air Command-on the northern tier of the United States. The base was just open three years.
That’s when Sandy Mlenar, originally from Spring Valley, MN, came into the
picture. she worked at the local telephone company. They were married in
1957. “A lot of us married Rochester girls,” Mike said.
In January of 1958, the first of their four children was about to be born. Mike,
who was delivering milk for Marigold Dairy, decided he should increase his life
insurance, and contacted the local MetLife agent. Mike became an agent in
september 1958.
Rochester at the time was divided, somewhat by occupation. Doctors lived
southwest; engineers lived in the northwest quadrant. Mike was assigned to the
southeast area of Rochester, which seemed to fit his background.
“In the earlier years, MetLife’s market was pretty much working-class America,
guys with a lunch bucket in their hand. Agents were assigned a geographic
area and would sell policies and collect the premiums on a monthly basis. Most
policy holders paid in cash--not a lot of people had checking accounts at that
time. We developed close family relationships over the years, many of which
continue to this very day.”
His son, Paul, joined Mike at Met in 2008, continuing the family tradition.
Although he’s basically retired, Mike celebrated his 50th year with MetLife in
2008. “I have had only one wife, one house and one place to work,” he joked.
Then, he and sandy hopped into his car, with the license plates that read “GeT
MeT,” and went to watch their grandson play hockey.
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Front row, left - right: Markki LeBlanc, Grace Thorstad, Liz Schultz, Chevy Arnold, Judah Chezick, Justin Kapla, Tyler
House, Rachel Adams, Mrs. Belanger. Back row, left - right: Breanna salyers, Kayla Nelson, Harrison Rinke, Patrick
Dougherty, Ethan Johns, Ben Shofner, Ashley Hasbargen, Ian Carlson.

new York City (A Student’s Perspective)
By Rachel Adams, ‘09 FHS

The Big Apple, how do you explain it; a bright city with people moving everywhere in a perfectly tuned mass transportation system? No it is more than that. It is
a city where every one has their own style and personality that shines through on the street. Vendors up and down Central Park, Times Square lit up at night and
seen from sixty-seven stories in the air, it is beautiful.
Personally, I loved New York City, from the Metropolitan Museum of Art to strolling around Fifth Avenue and the shopping, definitely the shopping. We were
given the opportunity of a lifetime to leave our little town at the top of Minnesota and journey to the big city. We were allowed to gawk to our heart’s content while
buying kanishes from street vendors. We, of course, had to do something educational, so we did a number of workshops including one with David Barg in what we
thought was a car garage but was apparently a recording studio (I still don’t believe it). Then of course it is impossible to go to New York City and not see a Broadway play (especially if the trip is with your high school band)! We ended up going to the longest running Broadway play Phantom of the Opera. And true to Broadway
form it was amazing.
so in the end I must spend some time thanking all of you who made this possible. All the nostalgic people remembering the band trips in your day and how
much fun you had, thank you so much for making ours possible, and to such an amazing city.
Thank you. We appreciated all your help.

Justin Kapla, Rachel Adams, Tyler House,
Ian Carlson and Grace Thorstad

Ashley Hasbargen and Liz Schultz

Thanks to all who made this trip possible.
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The RED HAT LOON-A-TICKS, the first Red Hat group started in IFalls, decided
that they wanted to do something for the Falls Hunger Coalition. So, at each
monthly gathering, members contribute “Happiness Dollars.” As they make their
contribution, each tells what she is happy about that day. On March 30, they
presented the Food Shelf with $183.12--during MN Food Share Month. Now the
$$$ are coming in at each lunch for March 2010. (Good idea, gals!)
Under the heading INCREDIBLE COUNTY EQUALS INCREDIBLE MARCH was
a four column ad thanking the many donors to the most successful March Foodshare ever ! Obviously, I’m not sharing all the donors’ names with you but I did
COUNT THEM! Individuals, Couples and Families 218; Businesses 39; Churches and affiliated Religious Groups 18; and Organizations 25. (Plus all who
choose to give anonymously.) People are very generous here in No. Carolina,
too, With so many retirees in Hendersonville, they never lack for volunteers.
What do they miss? Good typists to enter everything into the computer. (Sorry,
but I can’t help noticing that after 31 years in a “typing classroom.” I’m tempted
to say when I drop off, “I’ll do that for you.”)
Another of the supporters of the Hunger Coalition was the 4th Annual WHISPERING PINES QUILT SHOW on May 1-2 held in the Family Life Center at the
Evangelical Church. Admission was either a non-perishable food item or a
monetary donation.
I’m not sure if the weather in the Falls on the Saturday that the Postal Service
(nationwide) picks up food from our mail boxes was “good” (I hope so!)--it was always a fun day for the volunteers who worked that day. We liked being busy with
the sorting and seeing some of the special items we rarely had on our shelves.
The GOOD SAMARITAN SOCIETY honored its volunteers at a luncheon held
at the Holiday Inn on April 23. Rebecca Carlson, volunteer coordinator, did
a presentation; Phil Olson ‘50, president of the resident council and his wife,
Marlys (Breske) Olson ‘53, vice president, both spoke. Shawn Shofner ‘80, staff
member, delivered a story and speech. Volunteers with over 100 hours in 2008
were Darlene Clark 145.5, hours (highest total) and these were all over 100: Millie Christie Ballan, Mary Nelson, Aline Schuschke, Barbara Keeney and Bonnie
Wickstrom.
NATIONAL HOSPITAL WEEK was held May 11-15. In a well designed full-page
ad, the FALLS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL provided this information: “As a non-profit community hospital, we provide benefits to the community beyond regular services. In 2008, we provided $96,164 in community benefit activities, including flu
shots, an expired medication drive, free childbirth education classes, planning
for ACLS ambulance service, mentoring/student shadowing, sponsorship and
support of other local non-profit groups and more. Of that amount, $60,329
accounted for uncompensated care provided through our Community Care program. Listed were the 143 staff at the Hospital not including the active medical
staff (fulltime MD’s), the executive management team, the outreach physicans,
and the Rainy Lake Medical Center Governing Board members. Their MISSION
IS “To promote and provide healthcare and wellness services in our region that
exceed expectations.”

Rainy Lake Medical Center, as mentioned above, will be formed on July 1 with
the integration of the Falls Memorial Hospital and the Medical Center. The new
Chief Executive Officer of the “new RLMC” was announced on May 11. Brian
Long, comes to the Falls from South Haven Community Hospital, in South Haven, Michigan. Well educated, he is presently completing his doctoral dissertation in health administration, is a CPA, a US Marine Corp veteran, and a Rotarian.
JEANNA TONINATO ‘09, daughter of JO (KLOW) ‘74 and REID TONINATO ‘69,
won one of 15 Community Involvement Scholarships given by Minnesota Power
this spring. It is for $2,000 and those chosen have maintained good academic
records and been actively involved in volunteer projects. Among her activities
were cheerleading, student council, National Honor Society and 4-H. She is the
granddaughter of ‘43 classmates, JOHN and NELL BRADLEY KLOW and Joyce
and the late Willie Toninato, longtime residents of the Falls who grew up in the
Fort. Jeanna also received a National Elks Legacy Award ($4,000), and scholarships from Border State Bank and the FHS Student Council. She is headed for
UM-Duluth with a goal of being an English techer.
DAFFODIL DAYS CAMPAIGN RAISES A TOTAL OF $9,500-so read the headline after the Koochiching County campaign was so very successful in March. That was a 4% increase over last year. Chairman Stephanie
Dremmel, in an article submitted to the Journal, commented, “In order for any
kind of charitable campaign to succeed, a wide variety of volunteers and contributors are necessary. Perhaps that is why Daffodil Days are so successful in
Koochiching County--people here know how to step up, reach out, and come
together to make something happen.” Over 900 bunches of daffodils were sold,
as well as dozens of Dainty Daffodils (mini-daffodils in a pot) and Boyds’ Collectible Bears. Richmond Floral generously offered their space for assembling
orders and flower storage.
Angela Hartell with the American Cancer Society was grateful for the many
volunteers and “especially grateful for the skills Stephanie brought to her role
as chairperson and that past chairperson, Etta Jean Goulet has continued to be
involved and so helpful.” GOOD JOB--ALL OF YOU! jls
MINNESOTA RURAL WATER ASSOCIATION HOLDS
TASTE TEST COMPETITION
So read the sub-title to a front page article...FALLS WATER SECOND TASTIEST IN STATE was the bigger lettered title. Small and rural water utilities from
around the state submitted samples of their water, straight from the tap. The
winner was ISLE--judges saying “most appealing--tasted clean, pure and refreshing.”
Bruce Wilson ‘80, Chief Operator of the Falls water plant said, “It demonstrates
what hard work, dedication, and above all, working together can accomplish. I
would like to give special thanks to my staff, operators Harold Scholler ‘78 and
LeRoy Rognerud ‘79, for accepting my challenge to do their best, accepting additional training and education, and being dedicated to the ‘process’ of producing
a very high quality drinking water.”
(I agree 100%...jls)

Please Note: Issue #55 has to be started immediately.
We are sure over 1,500 of you have never sent five lines of news.
NOW IS YOUR BIG CHANCE! If you want, save postage and use a postal card!
LOTS OF NEWS NEEDED DURING JULY TO DO AN AUGUST ISSUE.
Thanks, Janet & Tammy
email: janet.schultheis@yahoo.com
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eNTeRed MARINes IN 1945 AT AGe 17 - CHARLES F. WARMUTH 81, Bonita,
CA, passed away May 6 at a San Diego Hospial. He was one of 13 children born
to George & Angelique Warmuth on the family farm in Mahnomen. They moved
to the Falls in 1931 when he was 3. He served in the Pacific Campaign and was
recalled to duty for Korea. He married Bernice Palmquist ‘53 and they raised
three children--Dana, Dona, and Chuck. He entred the US Border Patrol in
October of 1956 and retired in 1982. In retirement he enjoyed playing pool,
reading, hunting and fishing as well as visiting their children and the six grandchildren. Friends can reach his widow, “Bubbles,” at 3655 Bonita View Drive,
Bonita, CA 91902.
CLASS OF 1947 - JAMES (“Jim”) SULLIVAN 79, passed away February 18. He
was one of the older children born to M/M Ray Sullivan. Jim was a proud veteran
of the Korean War, serving in the USAF until he retired to Montgomery, Alabama. He worked on the team that created the Berlin Airlift and at the Pentagon
for ten years. He graduated from Auburn University. Jim was preceded in death
by his wife Marjorie, sibings Father Tom Sullivan ‘46, Patrick ‘52 and Robert ‘58.
Survivors include his children Stephany (Paul) Hannon and J. Gregory (Paula)
Sullivan, who provided him with five grandchildren. Also siblings Rosemary
O’Neill ‘50, June Ohea ‘53, Donald ‘60 and Bill ‘61. (Sorry, but I am missing
several. js) Interment was in the Memory Gardens of Fairhope, Alabama, with
military honors.

************NOTe: Please send contributions AsAP so that my dedicated
“partner,” TAMMY LYON and I can get right to work on Issue #55.
(Remember--no sunglasses on for pictures and preferably, no beverages
in hand, either. Thanks!)
New e-mail: janet.schultheis@yahoo.com

MOTHER TERESA hung a copy of this poem on a wall of the
orphanage she founded in Calcutta.
The source is unknown. Contributed by a reader.
People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centered;
forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selﬁsh, ulterior motives;
be kind anyway.
If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true
enemies; succeed anyway, people may cheat you;
be honest and frank anyway.
What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight;
build anyway.
If you ﬁnd serenity and happiness, they may be jealous;
be happy anyway.
The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow;
do good anyway.
Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough;
give the world the best you’ve got anyway.
You see, in the ﬁnal analysis, it is between you and God;
it is never between you and them anyway!

On November 27, 2008, BILL and
MARVEL (BERRYMAN) ‘47 BLAIS
celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary. NANCY ‘73, Longmont,
CO, and DEAN ‘69 from Fargo, ND,
were unable to attend this milestone;
however, Marvel celebrated her 80th
birthday on January 30, 2009, and all
of the familiy got together to celebrate
“Mom’s Big day.”
In attendance from the Falls were
DAN ‘67 and wife DIANE Surgranis
‘73, their son Rusty and granddaughter Brianna; and JEANNE (Blais ‘79),
husband BILL CORRIN ‘75 and their
son Willie. SKIP ‘71 and wife
THERESA (Rogers ‘73, Cloquet) and
DEAN ‘69 coach of the Fargo FORCE,
U.S.H.L. and wife Jackie attended
also. A family dinner was held in
Marvel’s honor at Corrins.
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The NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY at FHS spent all night on May 15 “outdoors”
to raise awareness of being homeless. It was a evening similar to many this
spring--”miserably windy and about 35 degrees.” One, Anna Remus, said, “Being ‘homeless’ wasn’t that bad when it meant sleeping with friends in a box; the
bad part was the next morning. We were tired, sore, hungry, and dirty, but we all
knew that we would go home to hot showers and beds. I can’t imagine having to
do that day after day.”
earlier they had gone door to door and collected a load of groceries for the Falls
Food shelf. But they still had their snacks, their cell phones, FHs instructor
Chris Hemstad to watch over them; each other and--waiting for them in the daylight, they still had homes. (Makes a difference!)
In recent weeks, the JOURNAL has run a series of BORDERLAND TRIVIA
games about the locations of historical establishments. The material is (was?
Not sure when it was ending?) provided by MERLIN HOLM, ‘48 GRAD, who has
long been interested in such. I’m “old enough” to be able to answer “many” but I
didn’t do well on a group of grocery stores that were, to me, too far away to have
been sent on an errand for some baking item when I could go to Rauschers, the
Red Owl, or the National Tea. When I was in kindergarten at 609 - Sixth Street
I could be trusted to go to sabourin’s Grocery and their daughter, dona (Kalar
now in Arizona), and I have been friends for 73 years! Merlin was VERY helpful
to the first All Class Reunion Committee back in 1995....thanks again!
JOHN DECKER ‘87 was among volunteers deployed for flood response work
during the Red River Valley situation. He is quoted “I hope I am not needed in
the future, but I will always make myself available and have nothing but good
things to say, and extreme pride in belonging to Northeast Minnesota Responds.
Medical Reserve Corps.” It is part of a nationwide wide initiative to pre-register,
manage and mobilize volunteers.” John is a nurse.
For You Golfers: I had a quick phone chat with PAUL STORMO ‘55 on June 10th.
Upon my mentioning “golf”, he shared the fact he is going to be a “worker” at the
upcoming PGA Tournament to be hosted at Hazeltine Golf Course for the 3rd
time. The course has been lengthened to 7,600 yards -- making it the longest
PGA tournament course in history. It “costs” to be a worker as they pay $92 for
their uniforms! Hazeltine has lengthened one Par 5 to 615 yards and the longest
Par 4 to 518 yards.

Class of ‘53
July 5th
4pm
Sha-Sha
Resort

My “totally unofficial job title” is probably “Provider of graduation dates and
maiden names.” And a recent e-mail came from LOUANE SCHAEFER ‘83,
daughter of Guy (deceased in 1995) and Marcelle Schaefer, who now lives in
Tucson, with a question. Her brother Marc ‘85 resides in Richfield. Louane is
an artist and has changed her name to LUON ST. PIERRE. She has made a
recent move from Arizona, where she had lived for 20 years, to Pennsylvania
where she, her husband and daughter Katherine (14) are on her husband’s
family land--a farm that has been in his family since pre-revolutionary war days!
They have 165 acres--of what was about 1,600 acres! They are renovating the
200+ year old barn and building a new home. She sells her creations in several
boutique/galleries in North Carolina--OBX, Duck and Kitty Hawk. Her web site
is: www.luonsart.com

CLASS OF 1964
Girls Nite Out
JULY 2, 2009
7 P.M.
at the
Holiday Inn

Back row - Karen Roderick, Roxy, Kathy Weir, Rose Hanks (Furman),
Terry Cousineau. Front - Joice Thornton, Sue Weir, Marilyn Weir.
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PLEASE NOTE:
ISSUE #55 has to be started immediately.
We are sure over 1,500 of you have never sent five
lines of news. Now is your big chance!
If you want, save postage and use a postal card!
Lots of news needed during July to do an August Issue.
Thanks, Janet

new email: janet.schultheis@yahoo.com
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Insert: Same day; shows tornado!

